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A Lot to Learn! Faith Formation and Education in August
If you’re looking for faith-deepening, spirit-strengthening ministries, August is the month for
you. On Saturday, August 20, Presbytery de Cristo will hold its annual Big Event, which
we all are encouraged to attend, at Northminster Presbyterian Church, 2450 East Fort
Lowell Road, Tucson, AZ 85719. To pre-register (which is necessary), please go online to
http://presbyterydecristo.org/ or telephone 602-468-3820. Choose from among the following
workshops (detailed descriptions available online and under Mountain Shadows’ ramada):





















A Clerk’s Toolkit: Clerk of Session Training
Making the Most of the 2017 Presbyterian Board of Pensions Benefit Plan Redesign
“The Ten Shocking Keys to a Healthy Church!”
Get a Life! Finding Balance and Renewal Now
Practicing Radical Hospitality
Basics in Finding and Applying for Grants
Disaster Preparedness
Church Music: Discover Your Roots and Plan(t) for the Future
Unstress the Stress
Introduction to Conflict: The Nature of Conflict
Interpersonal Reconciliation: How to Be Effective When People Are Angry
Congregational Conflict: Understanding Conflict in Groups and How to Manage It
Faith and Health: An Introduction to Congregational Health Ministry (Elder Jayne Raffety, Leader)
Maintaining Children and Youth Ministries
Family Care-giving: A Beginner’s Guide
Spiritual Practices to Sustain Church Leaders (Rev. Rachel Srubas, Leader)
Protecting Vulnerable Children Caught up in Immigrant Detention
Interfaith Dialogue and Ministry: Promoting Dialogue and Mutual Understanding
Refugee Resettlement for Congregations
Reflections and Stories of Multicultural Congregations in Transition

On six Thursdays at Mountain Shadows Church, August 4 through September 8 at 2:00, please join me in
Practicing for Life: Spiritual Practices to Sustain our Faith. A six-week commitment is strongly encouraged,
for group continuity. Using the book Practicing for Life: Essential Spiritual Practices for Reformed Church
Leaders ($10 per participant), we will explore these themes:
Week 1: Humility
Week 2: Confession, Repentance, Forgiveness
Week 3: Scripture and Prayer
Week 4: Corporate Worship and Sacraments
Week 5: Obedience
Week 6: Reconciliation and Good News
Summertime blessings to you,

Pastor Rachel Srubas
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CARING
DEACONS CORNER
Freja Cranston

George Gregg

Linda Linegar

Kathy Moyer

Connie Wortman

Judi Brauns
Janice Ahlquist

Mary Anderson

Even during summer months, some deacons are available to
care and pray for us all. To learn which deacons are in town
and “on call”, phone the church at 520-825-7858.

Ann Wright

HEALTH MINISTRY

When: Tuesday, September 13, through
November 15, 2016; 1:30pm - 3:00pm
Where: St. Mark’s United Methodist Church
1431 W. Magee Rd, Tucson, AZ 85704
Fee: $99 - Registration and Fee (payable in
advance) by Fri., Sept 2
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HEALTH MINISTRY - CONT’D

GATHERING

Summer Fellowship Helpers Needed: Please sign up
to help with set-up, serving and clean-up of the refreshafter worship. We need everyone to “take their
Christian Community Membership Team ments
turn”. It is easy to do and a member of the Christian
Community Ministry team will be the coordinator and make sure all necessary items are in place.
Just Coffee – pots of coffee will not be brewed during June - August. Instant coffee and hot water will be available
for consumption. Lemonade, ice tea and cold, refreshing water will keep us hydrated and cool during the hot summer
months.
Save the dates:
Sunday, Oct. 30 – MSPC celebrates its 19th birthday with a cook-out picnic and birthday cake
Sunday, Dec. 11th – Holiday Appetizer Party and Carol Sing with Desserts.
Christian Community Team Members WANTED: We need more help and many hands make light work! We coordinate the fellowship set-up, serving and clean-up each Sunday. The kitchen is our main working area. Our team organizes the birthday picnic, table of friends, the holiday carol sing and any special fellowship celebration. It is a
busy, but fun group who meet when necessary. Please support MSPC by joining our happy troupe of dedicated party
planners. WE NEED YOU!
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Interested in becoming a member of MSPC? The dates
are Sunday, Sept 18 for the Inquirer’s Class and luncheon, next meeting with Session on Wednesday, Sept. 21st and then welcoming new members during worship on Sunday, Sept. 25. Please RSVP on the sign-up sheet so we can have adequate food for
the luncheon. You are cordially invited to come for the luncheon with no obligation to join. We want to
share the good news about being a member of MSPC and about Presbyterian theology. Pastor Rachel
will share her informative slide show and answer your questions about becoming a member. For additional information, please contact Carlton Wiens, Julie Balogh or Penny Gibbs.

Membership:

Membership Team Members WANTED: Our team is the friendliest, most efficient group you could ever be a part
of. Our main “task” is to welcome guests and visitors on Sunday. We meet once a quarter (if then) and coordinate
sending welcome notes, getting name tags and hosting the Inquirer’s Class and Luncheon. Please consider being part
of our team!

Shawne Cryderman, Christian Community/Membership

WORSHIP & MUSIC:

¡Camino de San Antonio!

“Blessed are you, Lord our God, for you have created a
wide and wonderful world in which we travel. May we
have room in our luggage for a mystic map, by which we find the invisible meanings of the events of our journey. Always awake to your Sacred Presence…..in the beautiful and unpleasant, the mystery of your holy plan.” Beginning
with that prayer in my little blue car, a simple journey commenced.
My middle name could be “cautious,” but I want to change that. This year I decided to try new adventures that I never imagined I could accomplish on my own. Bob (my late husband) and I enjoyed traveling to new places. I haven’t
ventured very far in the last five years. One of my friends liked my idea of a pilgrimage exploring the missions in
San Antonio, Texas. The eight missions were constructed in the 1600s, 1700s and early 1800s. Four of them are
within walking distance of the Downtown/Riverwalk area and the other four are accessible by a tour bus or taxi. All
missions except for the Alamo are active churches.
“The beautiful and unpleasant” – “the mystery of your holy plan.” Those two phrases kept ringing in my ears as we
walked down paved streets lined with modern and ancient buildings. All of God’s beloved wandering the streets,
those with their beautiful handbags and clothing, carefully stepping around the homeless with their tattered but precious belongings.
“Do you need help? Are you two ladies lost?” One of God’s beloved – walking with us – pointing us to San Fernando Cathedral, (1731) where the hungry, tired and lost are fed every day. Our friendly guide asked only for a couple
dollars for food.
Moving on, we entered a mission with beautiful art and architecture. It was established in 1852 for the increasing
number of English speaking people moving to San Antonio. The daily Mass was about to begin. We decided to stay,
take
time
to
pray
and
reflect
on
the
preacher’s
message
on
John
15:5
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from
me you can do nothing.”
Yes, Lord, without you I can do nothing. I thought, Great sermon, he must be finished. But no, there was more. An
uncomfortable feeling started in my stomach and made me twist in my seat. The two of us, my traveling companion
and I, looked at each other with disbelief. The preacher went on and on, talking about marginal people, a list too long
for this article, whom he deemed unworthy– Really? I asked myself, What is his point? And I thought, Remember,
Charmaine - “May we have room in our luggage for the mystic map…in the beautiful and unpleasant.”
Cont’d
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WORSHIP & MUSIC: cont’d
Eventually, we went on to Mission Concepción, built in 1731 by the Spanish for the sole purpose of converting local
Native Americans to Christianity. Dwellings at the site were built by the Hasinai tribe. They lived on the grounds and
were protected from their hostile Native enemies. The first year, 792 Native Americans were baptized and during the
same year 596 died from a severe epidemic. “May we find invisible meanings of the events of our journey….The mystery of your holy plan.”
What did I learn from this excursion? I learned I must keep my heart focused on God. We are ALL God’s beloved –
the lost, glassy-eyed person sitting in a doorway, the young child scurrying alongside his parents, elderly slowly
moving through the crowds, couples toasting, guides moving tourists through lines. God is protecting and loving each
one of us.
“Blessed are you, Lord of All Who Travel, for your holy & gracious care…and for bringing us home safely again.”
¡Amen!
Please make note - Choir rehearsals begin Thursday September 15 @ 3:45 pm in the sanctuary. The choir will
sing the following Sunday, September 18. Come try us out! We are a welcoming and fun group. Just bring your
voice & smile. Hand Bell Choir rehearsals will begin in October. Join us – it’s a fun and I might say entertaining
group of ringers!!!! More information will follow.
If you have any questions about Singing with the Choir or Ringing with the Hand Bell Choir, please call or email me
- 520-982-2437 or bcdame@comcast.net.

Charmaine Piane Dame, Music Director
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Psalm 96:1
This fall the Mountain Shadows congregation will be able to sing a new song to the Lord in addition to
singing many of the old songs! Your Worship and Music Ministry Team has purchased the new
Presbyterian hymnal, Glory to God, which we will dedicate on October 30, 2016, Reformation Sunday and Mountain Shadows’ 19th birthday. Our new hymnal will replace the current blue hymnal and
the soft cover hymnbook, Sing the Faith.
We would like to offer the congregation an opportunity to make a monetary donation to dedicate
one or more new hymnals in honor or in memory of a loved one. A donation of $20.00 per hymnal is suggested.
Donations of any amount are welcome and appreciated.
If you are interested, please complete a donation form which you will find on the counter at the back of the sanctuary
near the double doors. Please write on the memo line of your check “New Hymnal Donation”, enclose both the donation form and your check in one of the Celebration envelopes which are located on the back counter or in the holders
on the back of the pews, and place the envelope in the offering plate. You may begin submitting your donations
now; the deadline for dedication donations is October 1.
Our beautiful new hymnal will include over 800 hymns, psalms, and spiritual songs from former Presbyterian hymnals, other denominational songbooks, and individual composers in addition to worship aids, liturgies, congregational
responses, prayers, and creeds which will be used in our worship services. Let us rejoice and sing together!

Marilyn Skoneczka – Worship & Music Ministry Team Elder
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LEARNING
Adult Faith Formation
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SAVE THE DATE
Women of Mountain Shadows
2nd Annual Retreat
APRIL 18-20, 2017
(Easter is the 16th--just sayin')
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Watch the Oracle for details!
"Nothing among human things has such power to keep our gaze
fixed ever more intensely upon God than friendship.” —SIMONE WEIL

FINANCE
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent months, year-todate results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results. If you have questions
about the Church’s finances, please contact David Raffety, Treasurer, at 544-7397.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
May - June

-------------

2016

---------

2015

2016

May-June
Actual

Year-to-Date
Actual

Year-to-Date
Budget

Year-to-Date
Actual

Regular Offerings

46,696.88

156,310.88

140,500.00

136,505.03

Other Income
Total Income

338.30
47,035.18

2,833.05
159,143.93

2,987.50
143,487.50

5,165.97
141,671.00

Total Expense

45,579.61

127,928.26

125,443.74

128,334.59

1,455.57

31,215.67

18,043.76

13,336.41

Income less Expense

How important is a will? Does it bless your family? Does it bless your church?
… a thought from Legacy Ministry
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FINANCE Cont’d
Make a Dent in Our Debt – An Update
As reported in the June/July Oracle, pledges to “make a dent in our debt” exceed $55,000. And the
accumulated offerings in May of $28,000 were used to make our first payment against our loan.
Given this incredible start, the Finance Ministry Team decided to request a re-amortization of our loan
now instead of just waiting to the end of our effort next spring. And our lender, the Presbyterian Investment & Loan Program, was pleased to be able to respond to our request. So, with our June mortgage payment,
our monthly loan payment decreased from $3,109 to $2,744, a reduction of $369 a month and a budget savings for
2016 of over $2,500. Halleluiah! (We will still request another re-amortization of our loan next spring when all the
offerings have been received.)
And more good news! We have accumulated another $10,000 of offerings that we will send off to pay down our
debt by the time you read this. We began 2016 with debt of over $250,000. With our regular mortgage payments
and our “make a dent in our debt” offerings, the balance of our debt is now below $200,000! Halleluiah and Amen!
If you missed out on the joy of making a pledge to “make a dent in our debt”, contact Treasurer David Raffety for
more information.
To God be all the glory!

Stewardship and Finance Ministry Teams

VENTURING
MISSION AND OUTREACH
We greet you from Astoria, Oregon. This is where the Columbia River enters the great Pacific. We are having a
great summer and hope you are too.
Denny and I have been on the road for six weeks now for weddings in Texas and Minnesota, and visits to the
Badlands, Mount Rushmore, the Crazy Horse Memorial, Glacier, Grand Coulee Dam, Seattle, the Oregon coast,
Portland and more.
Wherever we go, we are seeing and thoroughly enjoying God’s beautiful handiwork. We plan to be back in Tucson
by August 1.
Just a few friendly reminders:


Feed our Neighbors food collections are the 1st Sunday of the month.



Buy Café Justo and support our brothers and sisters in Mexico- 1st and 3rd Sundays.



Cross Street Ministry: bring socks and underwear for Sock Sunday: last Sunday of the month.



Hygiene kits: continue to bring items for the kits for Presbytery de Cristo. The collection continues
through August 14th. See the following page for suggested items to donate.

Elizabeth Houle, Mission and Outreach Elder
(Cont’d)
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d
A Tangible Offering for Presbytery de Cristo
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick
and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me. Matthew 25: 35-37
The tradition at the August meeting of Presbytery de Cristo is to provide a tangible offering remembering God’s words. The Border Ministries would appreciate help with offerings of the following:
Sports/fruit drinks
Granola
Combs
Pop-top meat/tuna
Snack bars
Women’s personal hygiene
Nuts
Applesauce/fruit cups
products
Dried fruit
Wrapped toothbrush
Trail mix
Washcloth/hand towel
Boxed cookies
Band-Aids, Neosporin, Shampoo
Bring any of these items to church before August 14th. They will be taken to the August
Presbytery event.
JUST COFFEE UPDATE!!
How are we doing? Do you remember what our sales goal was for 2016? Just to refresh
your memory our goal was to sell 500 pounds. And you know what? We are right on
track. As of August 1st, members and friends of Mountain Shadows have purchased 248
pounds. We are almost half way to our goal, and the peak selling period is yet to come. Keep buying, and as you do, listen for the many thanks coming from the independent coffee farmers south of
the border that are able to stay home because of Just Coffee.

Irene Camp - Moderator for Just Coffee

THANK YOU’S
Dear Pastor, Session and Mission
Committee in Mountain shadows
Presbyterian Church.
Thank you for your wonderful
partnership and commitment and
support to MEPF. Your prayers,
friendship keeps us serving and
witnessing to Our Lord Jesus and make it home
for those who come as strangers but stay as brothers and sisters in Christ. On behalf of the Steering
Committee (MEPF) Middle Eastern Presbyterian
Fellowship,
Georges A. Bitar

Dear Pastor Rachel and Mt Shadows Presbyterian
Church Family,
Thank you all so much for the many cards, calls and
visits during my repeated set-backs. Being remembered is the best medicine.
The beautiful Prayer Quilt is especially an added blessing tied
with your thoughts and prayers.
The quilt is especially meaningful having been made by Cheron
Mayhall. It was during one of our Tuesday Prayers & Squares
days when Cheron was cutting and piecing strips. The end result: my quilt.
The quilt is presently draped across a sofa. It is what I see first
thing each morning on my way to the kitchen and the last I see
each night. A real comfort- thank you. I pray that I will see you
all before too much longer.
Blessings, Janet Dawson
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Food donations for August are designated to go to IMPACT. For September, food donations will go to
TCFB

DON’T FORGET… If you missed the latest
sermon you can listen to it by going to our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org. Go to
the Resource tab and under that heading you will
find Sermons Audio. It’s a great way to stay connected to
Mountain Shadows, even if you are unable to attend Sunday worship.

STARTING AUG 1, 2016
Office Hours Are:
Monday - Friday
8:15 am - 12:15 pm
HOME COMMUNION

October 2016 MSPC Oracle Newsletter
Mountain Shadows provides Holy ComArticles are due Wed., August 31st.
munion to the homebound upon request,
The early Oracle deadline is necessary to visiting them on the first Sunday of the month. Please
accommodate our office manager’s vacation
s c h e d u l e . T h a n k y o u f o r y o u r call the church office (825-7858) to make a plan for
you or your loved one to receive Home Communion.
understanding.
E-Oracle Newsletter!
You can receive your Oracle via email. Email our Office Manager, Judy Leonard, at mspcoffice@gmail.com
and she will add you to the email list. For those who want to continue to receive a paper copy, please pick
up your copy the 1st Sunday of the month, under the ramada. Those not picked up will be mailed.
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August 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

12

13

18

19

20

2-4 pm Summer
School for Your
Spirit: Practicing for
Life

1pm Northminster
Pres Church Congregational
Renewal for Elders

Presbytery de
Cristo at Northminster Pres
Church: Big Event
for ALL

25

26

27

2-4 pm Summer
School for Your
Spirit: Practicing for
Life

7

8

9

10

11
2-4 pm Summer
School for Your
Spirit: Practicing for
Life

14

15

16

10 am -12pm
Deacons

17
2pm
Stewardship

1 pm
Membership
Mtg

21

22

23

24
1 - 4:30pm
Session

28

29

30

2-4 pm Summer
School for Your
Spirit: Practicing for
Life

31
Deadline for
the Oct. Oracle

Fun Fact: In the Southern Hemisphere, August is the seasonal equivalent of February in the Northern
Hemisphere
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September 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

9

10

16

17

23

24

Pastor Rachel Srubas will be on Study Leave September 11 - 15

1

Office Manager, Judy Leonard will be
on vacation from Sept. 12 - Sept 23.

4

5

6

Office Closed

11

12

1:00 CCMT
2-4 pm Summer
School for Your
Spirit: Practicing
for Life

7
9:00 - 10:30am
ESL

13

Guest Preacher:
Rev. Bill Evans

14
9:00 - 10:30am
ESL
2pm Stewardship

18
11:30 Inquirer’s
Lunch &Learn
Class for potential church
members

25
Welcome new
members in
worship

19

20

9:00 - 10:30am
ESL
1 - 4:30pm
Session:Receive
new church
members

10am - 12pm
Deacons

26

21

27

28
9:00 - 10:30am
ESL

8
2-4 pm Summer
School for Your
Spirit: Practicing
for Life

15
3:45 pm Choir
Rehearsals
Begin

22
3:45 pm Choir
Rehearsals

29

30

3:45 pm Choir
Rehearsals
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