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Faith in Action Sunday, February 19: Go and Do Likewise
Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?’ He said,
‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’ Luke 10:36-37
Virtually every worship bulletin at Mountain Shadows Church ends with the words, “The worship is over, the service begins.” It means that God sends us out of the church sanctuary into the world, to serve others with compassion and courage.
On Faith in Action Sunday, February 19, the whole Mountain Shadows congregation will share in a morning
of service and worship that promises to bring us as much joy as we intend to bring to our neighbors in need.
Christian life is about much more than going to church. Christian life is also about showing Christ’s love to our
neighbors. Remember the story Jesus tells of the Good Samaritan. Regardless of the differences between himself
and a bleeding man left for dead by the side of the road, the Samaritan bandages his wounds and provides for his
lodging. “Go and do likewise,” Jesus says.
Faith in Action Sunday is our opportunity to “go and do likewise.” It’s our chance, as a congregation, to roll up our
sleeves and show “likewise love” to the community surrounding our church. From little girls in Africa who need
new dresses, to senior citizens in Catalina who need a little help with yard work, to residents of a local memory
care residence who need a choir to sing them beautiful hymns, the community surrounding Mountain Shadows is
made up of people Jesus loves. He calls us to share his love with them through acts of service.
So come to church early on Sunday, February 19. I believe you will be glad you did.
Starting at 8:00 a.m., there will be a variety of service projects to choose from. Some of them will take place at
the church, and a few of them will involve a short-distance field trip.
At 10:00, everyone will re-gather in the church sanctuary for a celebration of worship, to glorify God and
share words about the morning’s service projects.
At 11:00, we will share a sandwich lunch. Everyone (including you, please!) will have brought a sandwich,
cut in quarters, to share. It’s a simple, fun approach to a potluck meal.
Faith in Action Sunday will conclude at noon, but the blessings to our neighbors and ourselves will reach well beyond the morning. To learn more details, watch for bulletin announcements and speak to our Mission & Outreach
Elder, Elizabeth Houle.

Yours in the goodness of Jesus,
Pastor Rachel Srubas
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CARING
DEACONS CORNER
Freja Cranston

George Gregg

Linda Linegar

Kathy Moyer

Connie Wortman

Judi Brauns
Janice Ahlquist

Mary Anderson

Ann Wright

One of the joys of singing in the choir is the opportunity to really notice the message in the hymns we share in worship. I hope that you have all taken advantage of the chance to own copies of the “old” hymnals that were replaced
recently. Here are two verses from one of my favorites: #2212 “My Life Flows On”:
Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing.
It finds an echo in my soul. How can I keep from singing?
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing!
All things are mine since I am his! How can I keep from singing?
Refrain: No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging.
Since love is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing?
May your heart be so full of God’s love that it feels like singing with joy!

Deacon, Kathy Moyer

HEALTH MINISTRY
FEBRUARY IS HEART HEALTH MONTH
Stop by the Health Ministry Display table and pick up free information on maintaining good cholesterol levels, monitoring your blood pressure, learning more about heart disease, and knowing the signs of heart attack and stroke.
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING
Everyone is invited to stop in the classrooms after service on Sunday February 12 th to have their blood pressure taken. You will receive a free BP wallet card!
FEBRUARY 4TH DISPOSE-A-MED EVENT at Oro Valley, Target, 10555 N. Oracle Rd.
Bring your unused or expired prescription and over the counter drugs for proper disposal. Pills,
liquids, vitamins, and veterinarian meds are all accepted in their original containers.
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GATHERING
Christian Community Team

EAT, DRINK AND BE DEADLY!
MSPC congregants and guests are invited to the dress rehearsal of this hilarious mystery on Saturday, February 18
at 11:00 AM, in the Mountain View Country Club ballroom at SaddleBrooke. Cost is $15.00 per person – cash or
check made out to MSPC. Proceeds, after expenses for the reception, will be donated to Mountain Shadows.
Judi Brauns is Marla Merlot - ace reporter, performing in the show and Skip Brauns will be the “sound guy” for the
production. Shawne Cryderman is directing EDBD as well as co-producing with Susan Sterling. Other characters
include the likes of Curt Cabernet, Zeb Zinfandel, Sarah Syrah and Charlotte Chardonnay.
A reception, for MSPC congregants and guests, will be held immediately following the dress rehearsal at Mike and
Sally Penner’s home in SaddleBrooke. Attendees will see a fabulous theatre production and enjoy refreshments at
the Penner’s home. For more information, please contact David Raffety, Jeff States or Shawne Cryderman. And
please sign up on the RSVP list on the Ramada.

WORSHIP & MUSIC:

February – what stands out in the Lectionary? It’s a continual question for me. How many times through the years
have I prayed through Cycle A readings? Today the readings are new once again. What a mighty God!
The following scripture references from the month stood out for me. Isaiah 58 – Shout it aloud: do justice, release
captives, help the poor. Psalm 119 - Happy are those who keep God’s law. Leviticus – Be holy for the Lord is holy.
Matthew 5 – Love and pray for your enemies.
The choir introits and anthems this month will reflect the scripture messages. “Longing for Light” is one of the introits the choir will sing. Longing for light, we wait in darkness, longing for truth, we turn to you….Christ be our
Light.
Consider joining the choir, music lovers are always welcome. Haven’t sung in a choir for a while? No worries, we
can warm up your voice! Practice is every Thursday from 3:45 to 5 pm in the sanctuary.
Please call or email me, if you have an interest in “ringing” with the Hand Bell Choir during Lent/Easter. (520-982
-2437 or bcdame@comcast.net). Rehearsals begin Tuesday March 7 from 3-4 pm in Rm 2. We plan to ring at
the Palm Sunday, April 9 service. More information as the date gets closer.

Charmaine Piane Dame, Music Director
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LEARNING
MEN’S RETREAT

Adult Faith Formation

FEBRUARY 18, 2017
8:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M.
THEME: REMEMBERING YESTERDAY, ANTICIPATING TOMORROW
Rev. Peter Theune

LEADER: REV. PETER (PETE) THEUNE, FRIEND OF MSPC

Pete describes the day in this way: “In the morning, we will remember those who encouraged us along the way. In
the afternoon, we will ask ourselves how we can continue to build on their generosity and care. The unexpected joy
is that our own lives will be enhanced in the process. This will be a day of informative and informed conversation
and activity…a time for personal reflection, active listening, and great conversation among friends…old and new.
For many of us we have a moment, a story, a day or a person that gave us a nudge and our lives were better for that
occasion or person. I hope our day retreat will give each of us a nudge as we look to our tomorrows with anticipation and energy and hope; I so look forward to spending this time with each of you.”
The retreat will begin with breakfast and introductions. This retreat is a gift from the memorial funds for Bob Camp.
However signups are necessary for arrangements at the Redemptorist Renewal Center Please sign the register on the
Ramada. Carpools will be arranged.

2017 Women’s Retreat
Human Doing, Human Being:
A Retreat for Women of Faith
God can and will provide more than we need. Grace requires only that we be open to receiving.
Spend this retreat with other women like you, who are yearning for time just to be.
Open yourself to receive all the grace God provides, and experience the blessing of new and deepened friendships.
The cost of $250 per person for the retreat includes two nights' stay in a private room with a private bathroom, plus
six fresh, nutritious meals. Experienced retreat facilitator, Shirin McArthur, M. Div., (pictured above) will lead us.
The retreat will combine times for worship and spiritual nurture as well as relaxation and fun.
When: Tuesday afternoon to Thursday afternoon, April 18-20, 2017
Cost: $250.00 per person
Where: Redemptorist Renewal Center, 7101 W Picture Rocks Road, Tucson, AZ 85743

Christian Meditation Group
Thursdays at 2:00 pm in February
Newcomers Always Welcome.

Spiritual Refreshment. New Insight. Friendship. Prayer. God's Presence. Peace.
Are you looking for any of these? Come to the Mountain Shadows Church sanctuary at 2:00 on Thursdays in
February. Join a small group of kindred spirits in the simple practice of Christian Meditation. If you can sit and
breathe, you can do this. You may find that Christian Meditation brings you the sense of sacred calm and connectedness you've been looking for.
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Adult Faith Formation - cont’d

Looking Ahead: Learning in Lent

(Six Wednesdays in March and April)
Bridging Divides, Building Community: A 3-Part Series
Wednesdays March 8, 15 & 22 at 2:00 p.m.
When family members, neighbors, and people of faith disagree on important issues, painful divisions
can occur. Join Pastor Rachel Srubas to explore Christian practices that foster understanding and unity
while respecting differences of viewpoint.
Dying and Rising: A 3-Part Series For People Who Won't Live Forever
Wednesday, March 29 at 2:00 p.m. (Sponsored by Mountain Shadows’ Health Ministry)
Honest Talk from a Hospice Nurse (Guest Presenter: Tani Bahti, RN)
Wednesday, April 5 at 2:00 p.m. (Sponsored by Mountain Shadows’ Learning Ministry)
Please Shop Before You Drop: Practical Insights from the Funeral Consumers Alliance of America
(Guest Presenter: Ruth Bennett, Executive Director)
Wednesday, April 12 at 2:00 p.m.
More than a Memorial: Planning a Worship Service of Witness to the Resurrection (Presenter: Pastor Rachel Srubas)

TENDING

Session Happenings

Session
This is another of my articles to inform you of actions that Mountain Shadows’ Session has taken. Our most recent
meeting was held on January 18, 2017. Got questions? Feel free to contact me and I will do my best to answer them.
The Session approved a motion to transfer $4000 of the church's 2016 monetary surplus to establish a Facilities
Maintenance Reserve Fund and to establish a Choir Robe Fund. This decision will help Mountain Shadows' leaders
to do timely preventive maintenance on our buildings and grounds, and will help make possible the purchase of new
choir robes to replace those that were donated to us in used condition over ten years ago.
The Session also approved a change to the financial accounting treatment of prepaid pledges for 2016 and future
years, which allows such pledges to be used during the year for which they are intended (when it differs from the
year received).
Pending election by the congregation at its Annual Meeting, the following Ruling Elders will join the Session: Mary
Ann Butler, Al Johnson, Dan Linegar, Evelyn Ramsey and Allison Townsend. Continuing Ruling Elders are Elizabeth Houle, Pamela Schultz, Jeff States and myself. Pending election by the congregation at its Annual Meeting, new
members of the Board of Deacons are: George Gregg, Carlton Wiens and Alida Wilkes. Continuing Deacons are
Mary Anderson, Freja Cranston, Linda Linegar, Kathy Moyer, Connie Wortman and Ann Wright. Elders-andDeacons-Elect will be ordained and/or installed during worship on Sunday, February 12, 2017.
Several folks have responded to a plea for drivers to deliver food donations to local food banks. Initially Ken & Barbara Marich have volunteered to provide that service through March – thanks, Ken & Barbara!
There was an excellent turnout for the recent meetings on compiling and distributing emergency data to family members. See Jayne Raffety, Health Ministry Moderator, to get information for your personal use.
The recent series of Thursday (2-3PM in MSPC sanctuary) Christian Meditation was very successful, and another six
-week series began on January 19th. Contact Pamela Schultz, Adult Faith Ministry Moderator, for more information
about this inspirational series. The Christian Meditation Group may continue beyond February. Stay tuned.

Skip Brauns, Session Clerk
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FINANCE
Make a Dent in Our Debt – An Update
Offerings to “make a dent in our debt” have been incredible! In November 2016, we made a $2,500 payment on
our mortgage from these offerings. And we finished 2016 with another payment of $4,000 from the “make a dent
in our debt” offerings. This brings payments on our debt to $49,500 in 2016 from this effort!
We began 2016 with debt of over $250,000. With our regular mortgage payments and our “make a dent in our
debt” offerings, the balance of our debt was down to $170,000 at the end of 2016. Halleluiah and Amen!
We will be wrapping up the “make a dent in our debt” effort in April. Please make your final offerings against
your pledge by March 31st, if you can. If you missed out on the joy of making an offering to “make a dent in our
debt”, join in now as we wrap up this one-year effort. Just make an offering and mark your check “make a dent in
our debt”.
To God be all the glory!

Stewardship and Finance Ministry Teams
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent months, year-to-date results, the
year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results. If you have questions about the Church’s finances,
please contact David Raffety, Treasurer, at 520-544-7397.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
December
2016
Regular Offerings

------------December
Actual
$

20,653

Other Income
Total Income
Total Expense
Income less Expense

2016
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

255,932

$

100
20,753

$
$

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

245,000

$

4,945
260,877

30,549

$

(9,797)

$

2015
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

241,685

$

4,925
249,925

$

6,456
248,141

252,257

$

249,472

$

247,996

8,620

$

453

$

145

Jesus had a will. Not the conventional kind, but in the Scriptures he left explicit instructions for the distribution of
his love. It is all spelled out in the New Testament. How about your will? Is your love of God spelled out through
the gifts and bequests you will make?
… a thought from the Legacy Ministry
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GIVING
STEWARDSHIP
Christmas Joy Offering
The Stewardship Ministry thanks everyone who gave during Advent to the “Christmas Joy Offering”. The offerings received on Christmas Eve totaled $1,758.
This important denominational offering was sent to the PCUSA Mission Agency to support programs that help current and retired church workers in their time of need; and help develop our future leaders at Presbyterian schools
and colleges.

Stewardship Ministry Team

VENTURING
MISSION AND OUTREACH
Faith in Action Sunday- February 19, 2017
Everyone is invited to attend and participate!
MSPC will host its annual Faith In Action (FIA) Sunday on February 19th. As in previous years we will show our
love and faith to our community by our hands-on actions. This will be a day dedicated to helping those in MSPC’s
neighboring communities. MSPC volunteers will be performing modest household chores, singing for those in nursing homes and sewing dresses from pillowcases.
We will start at 8 A.M. and all teams will be finished with their projects and return to church by 9:50 A.M. Church
service will be at 10:00 A.M, as usual. Hopefully, this will enable more people to attend service regardless of
whether or not they participated in a project. After the church service, there will be lunch on the patio. Sign up
sheets for specific activities will be on the patio sign up table.

Faith in Action Projects: Items Needed:
This year we are also adding a couple of new campus activities which include: assembling hygiene kits for needy
seniors in the Tri Community area of Oracle; Mammoth and San Manuel; clothing drive for the homeless; and collecting and wrapping shower gifts for Sifa’s baby.

Tri-Community Hygiene Kits
The seniors we are supporting are living at poverty level. According to federal laws for food banks, each eligible
senior must receive a similar bag. For MSPC, that means 160 bags must be assembled for these seniors in the TriCommunity area of Oracle, Mammoth and San Manuel.
The MSPC Mission team will purchase small colorful paper bags to hold the items. We need toothbrushes, travel
size toothpaste, soap and even shampoo. If you are comfortable, ask some of our local motel/hotels for help. If you
travel, please save some of the items from your suite. A list of needed items are located on the patio sign up table.
Cash/checks are also helpful to purchase needed articles. Please bring items to church any Sunday prior to FIA Sunday. Any suggestions should be made to Elizabeth Houle, Fran Bonewitz or Nan Nasser.
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d
Sifa’s Baby Shower
For Sifa’s baby shower (to be held in March) we will collect gifts and wrap them on FIA Sunday. Sifa is expecting a
baby girl. We will provide a list of needed items at the sign up table.

Other projects for FIA Sunday Impact of Southern Arizona Yard Work and Home Repairs
The MSPC team will perform yard work and simple repairs at homes in the Catalina area. Team leader for this activity is Jayne Raffety.

Singing at Brookdale - The MSPC team will travel to Brookdale and sing for the residents. Team leader for this
activity is Mike Moyer.

Little African Dresses - This team will gather at church to sew dresses. The dresses we make for little girls in
Africa are greatly appreciated. Volunteers have found the girls really like bright and colorful dresses. Thanks to everyone who has donated pillowcases for this wonderful cause. We can still use colorful pillowcases in good repair.
Thank you in advance for your generosity. Team leader is Karen States.

Easter Cards for ICS -The MSPC team will create 80 spring cards for ICS mobile meals. Team leader for this
activity is Eleanor Geiger.

Mission Partners Letters and Letters to Shut-Ins - The MSPC team will write letters to our mission partners and also to our members unable to join us in church each Sunday. Team Leader for this activity is Irene Camp

Cross Street Ministries - We will be collecting men slacks, shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, shoes, all weather gear,
(gently used and clean.) Please bring item on Sundays prior to FIA Sunday. We will sort by size and place items in
bags for the homeless. See the sign up sheet on patio to work on this project of sorting and marking the clothing
items.

Kitchen and Lunch – If you plan to stay for lunch, please sign up on the sign-up sheet on the patio. This will
help us plan for the number of people who are planning to stay. If you are able, please bring a sandwich cut into
quarters to share. Beverages, chips, and cookies will be provided. Sandwiches may be dropped off at the kitchen on
FIA Sunday. Team leader in the kitchen is Suz Mahler and you may direct your lunch questions to her.
Question about any of these projects can be directed to the team leader of the particular project or the FIA coordinators Elizabeth Houle, Fran Bonewitz or Laura Carey.

Elizabeth Houle, Mission and Outreach Elder

THANK YOU’S
From: Keith Verbeck
Date: January 8, 2017
I just wanted to take this time to express my heartfelt gratitude to the congregation for the prayer cards, prayers and
caring for me at this time in my life. The boost in my strength and reinforcement of my faith has been immeasurable.
May God continue to bless us all and the work of MSPC. Thank you Pastor Rachel.
Yours in Jesus Christ, Keith

(Cont’d)
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THANK YOU’S cont’d
From: Rev. Georges Bitar, Middle Eastern Presbyterian Fellowship
Dear Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, Pastor, Session and Mission Committee,
Happy New Year 2017 and many thanks for your blessed partnership, love and support.
We are blessed to be partners with you, and be blessed to minister to people who are coming to be a part of our community to see Christ among us and in us.
Georges Bitar


March 2017 MSPC Oracle Newsletter Articles are due to Judy on
Wednesday, February 15th.
WHAT’S NEW ON OUR WEBSITE?
Check out the new button on the
front page of MSPC’s Website
www.mountainshadowschurch.org.

DON’T FORGET…

If you missed the latest sermon you can
listen to it by going to our website at
We now are posting each Sunday’s bulletin on our web
www.mountainshadowschurch.org. Go to
page. The bulletin will be posted each Friday for the
the Resource tab and under that heading
coming Sunday’s service. Don’t worry though, you can
you will find Sermons Audio. It’s a great way to stay
still get a printed bulletin when you attend on Sunday.
connected to Mountain Shadows, even if you are unable to attend Sunday worship.

HOME COMMUNION

Mountain Shadows provides Holy Communion
to the homebound upon request, visiting them
on the first Sunday of the month. Please call the church
office (825-7858) to make a plan for you or your loved
one to receive Home Communion.

Don’t forget that you can sign up to
Greet, Donate Flowers, Usher, and do
Hospitality. The sign-up sheets are on
the table under the Ramada.

Food Donations for February will be donated
to Impact of Southern Arizona.

DON’T FORGET OUR EMAIL ADDRESS:

MSPCOFFICE@GMAIL.COM

Office Hours Are:
Monday - Friday
8:15 am - 12:15 pm

E-Oracle Newsletter!
You can receive your Oracle via email. Email our Office Manager, Judy Leonard, at mspcoffice@gmail.com
and she will add you to the email list. For those who want to continue to receive a paper copy, please pick
up your copy the 1st Sunday of the month, under the ramada. Those not picked up will be mailed.
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Cross Street Community’s 25th Anniversary
Southside Presbyterian Church
March 25, 2017
1:00 - 3:00 PM
Theme: Showers and Food Transform a Community
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church members are invited to attend the 25th Anniversary of Cross Street Ministry of Southside Presbyterian Church on March 25th.
Showers and Food Transform a Community is the theme of this celebration.
Please join us to learn about Cross Street Ministry’s service to the Tucson community. The program will consist of presentations from both individuals involved with the
program and keynote speakers. Learn about the long and compassionate commitment
Southside has had to our neighbors in need and what is needed to keep Cross Street
Ministry thriving.
There will be entertainment and food in a casual welcoming environment.
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February
2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

9:00 - ESL

Sunday February 12th

5

6

2:00 Christian
Meditation

10:00 Women’s
Bible Study

3:45 Choir

7

8

Holy Communion

9:00 - ESL

12:00 FIA Mtg

4:00 Finance Mtg

9
2:00 Christian
Meditation

10

11

10:00 Women’s
Bible Study

3:45 Choir

12
Ordination & Installation of Elders & Deacons
Commissioning of
FIA Team Leaders

19

13

14

Oracle Deadline
HAPPY
VALENTINE’S
DAY

20

21

Faith In
9:00-12:00 DeaAction Sunday con’s Orientation & Meeting

26
Deacon’s Sunday
Quilt Dedication
for Hib & Mary
Knape

15

27

9:00 - ESL
11:00 –5:00
Session -Lunch
(Orientation &
Mtg)

22
9:00 - ESL
1:00 Prayers &
Squares

28

16

17

2:00 Christian
Meditation

18
8:00 Men’s All
Day Retreat

3:45 Choir
11:00 Mystery
Theatre Saddlebrooke

23

24

25

12:45 Worship &
Music Mtg - Rm 3
2:00 Christian
Meditation

March 1
Ash
Wednesday
2:00 p.m.
Worship Service
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