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Easter Isn’t Just a Sunday—It’s a Season.
One day out of 365 is hardly sufficient to celebrate the great
mystery of our faith — that Jesus Christ is risen from the
dead. Accordingly, the season of Easter (also known as Eastertide) lasts seven weeks (a “week of weeks”), spanning the
50 days from the Sunday of the Resurrection to Pentecost Sunday and encompassing the festival of the Ascension of the
Lord. The season of Easter is intended to be a joyful time for
celebrating the presence of the risen Christ in the church.

Of course, Easter really isn’t just a season either. In the fullest sense, Easter is a new way of life —
in which we are “dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 6:11), called to “walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). Every year, for fifty days, the church celebrates and rehearses this new way
of life in the Season of Easter — as we await its completion in the fullness of Christ’s reign.
For seven weeks, a week of Sundays, we acclaim the resurrection of Christ by the power of
God. The period of seven weeks of jubilation can be traced back to its Jewish roots of the fifty days
celebrated from the day after Passover to Shavuot (Feast of Weeks, Exodus 23:16). For Jews, the
Feast of Weeks closed the season of harvest, which had been initiated by the Feast of Unleavened
Bread. In a similar manner, early Christians observed a fifty-day period of celebration from Easter to
the Day of Pentecost. To underscore the uninterrupted rejoicing of these fifty days, fasting and kneeling in prayer were forbidden at least as early as the end of the second century. On
the pentecost (“fiftieth”) day, not only was the fifty-day period concluded, but a festival with its own
proper content was celebrated. The Jews observed a feast of covenant renewal and eventually commemorated the giving of the Law. Christians celebrated the gift of the Spirit as preparing the way for
the day of the Lord. What Moses and the Law did for the Jewish community, the Holy Spirit now
does for the community of Christ.
This article is provided by the Presbyterian Mission Agency. Learn more about the season of Easter
at http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/christianyear/season-easter/
Yours in the risen Christ,
Pastor Rachel Srubas
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CARING
DEACONS CORNER
Linda Linegar
Co-Moderator

Kathy Moyer
Co-Moderator

Carlton Wiens Alida Wilkes

Connie Wortman

George Gregg
Mary Anderson

Ann Wright

Freja Cranston

MORNING THOUGHTS
I would like to share several of my favorite Bible verses that inspire me on mornings when I have personal devotions. Since I am an early riser, these are times I can contemplate life as I view the mountains in their God given
splendor:
Psalm 118:24. “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”
Psalm 143:8. “Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I put my trust in you. Show me the way I
should go, for to you I lift up my soul.”
These scriptures and the stillness of the early morning before sunrise give me great inner peace and guidance for my
life:
John 14:27. Jesus said,” Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do
not let your heart be troubled and do not be afraid.”

Deacon of the Month - Geroge Gregg

HEALTH MINISTRY
Sun Protection: Good Habits and New Habits!
Thank you for wearing your Sunhat to church on April 30th.
Keep up this good habit whenever you are outside!
Many of us in Arizona use SPF makeup, SPF moisturizer, or a Sunscreen daily.
And this is a really good habit too!
But, expand your sun protection by remembering to REAPPLY.
Most sunscreens only last 90 minutes.
Further protect your skin from the sun and prevent skin cancer!
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C A R I N G - Cont’d
HEALTH MINISTRY - cont’d

GETTING TO APPOINTMENTS AND ACTIVITIES SAFELY…
There are alternative transportation options available in your communities.
Check out the poster outside the church office to get started!

GATHERING
Christian Community Team
What a busy month April was for the CCMT team. The Maundy Thursday Soup Supper was a great success. There
was a wonderful variety of ten soups prepared by MSPC members:
Mike & Katy Moyer – Veggie Sausage
Carlton & Helen Wiens – Split Pea
Tom Long & Sandra Stephens – Split Pea
Rachel Srubas – Potato
Linda Walka – Roasted Pepper

Al & Wanda Johnson – Lamb Stew
Boyd & Madeline Bosma – Hamburger
Bob & Kathy Soerens – Sausage Corn Chowder
Hib & Mary Knape – Minestrone
John & Margie McDonald – Chicken & Rice

Special thanks to the volunteers who helped serve and to members of the CCMT and Facilities teams for the excellent prep and clean up services. Everyone enjoyed Judy Hans’ expertise in table decorations, very delightful and
whimsical with Easter candy and colorful decorations of flowers and sparkle Easter ornaments.
Reminder: Each Sunday, members of the CCMT committee prepare and serve refreshments on the Ramada following Church services. Assistance in preparing and serving from other members of the congregation (both male and
female) is greatly appreciated . Working together allows all to “get on down the road” to enjoying the rest of their
Sunday. There is a “sign-up” sheet on the famous “Sign-Up Table” under the Ramada. Come join in the fun and
fellowship.
The next activity on the CCMT calendar is Music and Choir Appreciation Sunday on May 7th. There will be no
CCMT meeting in May or June.

Evelyn Ramsey, CCMT Elder
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WORSHIP & MUSIC:
The first couple lines of the choir’s anthem for May 14 are: “Join in the Dance of the Earth’s Jubilation! This is
the feast of the LOVE of God!” Praying with those words, the words – the feast of the LOVE of God stood out.
Sometimes I forget about the meaning of the feast of the LOVE of God or the celebration of the LOVE of God.
How much does God LOVE us? There are no words that completely define God’s LOVE. At least I can’t find
enough words to describe unconditional LOVE. Jesus came to earth, taught us, suffered for us and died to rise on
the 3rd day. LOVE is the meaning of Christ’s incarnation, death and resurrection.
I am always amazed how scripture I have read or heard proclaimed many times, sounds new. Thank you God for
an open mind! God is LOVE! The anthems you will hear during the month continue the “Dance of the Earth’s Jubilation.”
The 2016-2017 choir season will end Sunday, May 14. Consider joining us this fall. Rehearsals are every Thursday
from 3:45 – 5:00 pm. The Hand Bell Choir will also begin rehearsals in the fall. We are a welcoming and fun group
of musicians! Come try us out, whether you decide to “Sing-a-ling” or “Ring-a-ling”! Watch for more information
this summer.

Charmaine Piane Dame, Music Director
Called to Serve Holy Communion
At Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church we celebrate Holy Communion on the first Sunday of each
month. Those congregants assisting Pastor Rachel with the serving of bread and wine (unfermented
grape juice) are baptized disciples of Jesus who have experienced a call to serve--a call from God and
from the Elder for Worship and Music.
Serving Communion does not require a special degree in ministry, but a trust in Jesus Christ and an affirming invitation from ordained church leaders. Prior to Communion Sunday, scheduled servers receive full information needed to serve faithfully. Ten minutes before the Sunday service Pastor Rachel meets with the Communion servers to
give them simple instructions and pray with them.
For the remainder of 2017, Holy Communion elements will be served by intinction— a practice where congregants
proceed to the Communion Table to receive the bread, dip it into the cup, and partake of the sacrament.
There are many ways to help with our church service. Just as those who prepare the elements each month and
those who take Communion to homebound congregants find tremendous personal reward in their service, so can
you by answering the call to participate in serving the sacred celebration of Holy Communion at church. If you are
a practicing Christian feeling called to serve Communion, please add your name to the list of those already serving
in this ministry, and I will follow up with you.

Mary Ann Butler, Elder of Worship and Music

LEARNING
Adult Faith Formation

Christian Meditation Group
Thursdays at 2:00 pm in May
Newcomers Always Welcome

Spiritual Refreshment. New Insight. Friendship. Prayer. God's Presence. Peace.
Are you looking for any of these? Come to the Mountain Shadows Church sanctuary at 2:00 on Thursdays in
May. Join a small group of kindred spirits in the simple practice of Christian Meditation. If you can sit and breathe,
you can do this. You may find that Christian Meditation brings you the sense of sacred calm and connectedness
you've been looking for.
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Adult Faith Formation - cont’d
In March, Pastor Rachel Srubas facilitated a well-attended Lenten Learning series called Bridging Divides, Building
Community. During one of the three class session, participants received Seeking to Be Faithful Together: Guidelines for Presbyterians During Times of Disagreement. These guidelines for appropriate Christian conduct, conceived by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA), may be effectively applied to a wide variety
interpersonal and community situations, including families, ministry teams, and community groups. The guidelines
are provided below:
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TENDING
FINANCE
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent months, year-to-date results, the
year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results. If you have questions about the Church’s finances,
please contact David Raffety, Treasurer, at 520-544-7397.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
March
2017

------------March
Actual

Regular Offerings
Other Income
Total Income

$

2017
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

26,015
1,139
27,154

Total Expense

$

Income less Expense

$

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

$

94,079
2,011
96,090

18,130

$

9,024

$

2016
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

84,400
1,669
86,069

$

76,393
2,186
78,579

59,248

$

73,734

$

60,489

36,842

$

12,335

$

18,090

Make Your Offerings an Easier Way – Automatically!
Want to make your offerings easier on you? Mountain Shadows offers a service to make monthly offerings from your checking account automatically. You no longer need to write a check for your regular offerings and bring it to church (or maybe forget it?).
You sign up once and the church initiates a transaction on the first of each month for the offering amount you have
specified. It saves you from having to write a check each month. It also helps your church because we have a
steady, predictable amount of offerings each month. And the church pays the cost of the transaction which is very
small. Several members of Mountain Shadows make their monthly offerings this way.
If you’re interested, just contact church Treasurer, David Raffety.

GIVING
STEWARDSHIP

Make a Dent in Our Debt
– An Update and Thank You

In April, we made our final payment on our debt from the offerings to “make a dent in our debt”. This brings our
total payments to $57,823.70 over the past 10 months from this effort! Halleluiah and Amen! Thank you for your
faithful and generous support of this effort.
We began 2016 with debt of over $250,000. With our regular mortgage payments and our “make a dent in our
debt” offerings, the balance of our debt is now below $157,000!
Again, Halleluiah and Amen!
We have made a request of our loan holder, Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program, to re-amortize our loan to
lower our monthly payments. This will make more room in our budget to expand the ministries of Mountain Shadows. When we receive this news we will share it with you.
Again, thank you for your generous offerings! To God be all the glory!

Stewardship and Finance Ministry Teams
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Jesus had a will. Not the conventional kind, but in the Scriptures he left explicit instructions for
the distribution of his love. It is all spelled out in the New Testament. How about your will? Is
your love of God spelled out through the gifts and bequests you will make?
… a thought from the Legacy Ministry

VENTURING
MISSION AND OUTREACH
MIGRANTS, ASYLUMS SEEKERS, and REFUGEES: DEFINING the TERMS
...for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I
was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me. —Matthew 25:35-36
Migrant: a broad term, understood as covering all cases where the decision to migrate is taken freely by the individual concerned, for reasons of personal convenience and without intervention of an external compelling factor.
Migrants are people who make choices about when to leave and where to go, even though these choices are sometimes extremely limited. Some scholars make a distinction between voluntary and involuntary migration.
Asylum Seeker: any person who is applying for protection in another country. In Europe, the country is obliged to
house, feed, and protect asylum seekers while weighing the application, which may take years to decide. If granted, these people may live, work and access health care in the country. They come to the US via a tourist visa; must
have legal assistance to apply for asylum and resettlement agency support.
Refugee: “a person outside of his or her country of nationality who is unable or unwilling to return because of persecution or a well-founded fear of persecution on account of race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular
social group, or political opinion.”
Sifa Mwenge, friend of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, who, at the age of 13, fled with her parents and
relatives from the Congo to a UN Refugee Camp in Tanzania. Sifa grew up and lived in this camp until August
2016. In August 2016, after thorough screening by the U.N., Sifa and her children legally came to the U.S. Her
youngest child Elizabeth Furaha, born April 7, 2017, is a U.S. citizen. The entire family has legal work status.
WELCOME FAMILY PRIORITIES
Last September our MEPF and Refugee Mission Team was referred by Tucson Refugee Ministry (TRM) to Catholic Community Services (CCS), a federal/state supported resettlement agency. Elizabeth Houle and Dennis Nelson signed volunteer agreements with CCS and met Sifa and family on September 12th. This initial meeting was
without the promised translator or case- worker.
Starting in late September, our mission team organized Sifa’s records and from some intake documents that were
discovered, developed a Welcome Family Priority list. Top key volunteer resettlement priorities that were identified were apartment living skills, ESL classes, food/shopping, and family bonding.
Significant ESL progress has been made. There have been trial and error efforts, by the mission team, to discover
and help keep health care appointments; which included a 9 hour vigil during labor and birth of baby Elizabeth.
April 7, 21017.
(Continued on next page)
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d
The CCS caseworker completed CCS’ intake process for Sifa and family on November 15th. The CCS caseworker
did not provide any documentation and significant resettlement gaps were identified by the mission team. These
gaps included: lack of training on living skills (housing/utilities, income and budget), job readiness (training/
employment for Sifa) and ESL/schoolwork help for the children.
Mission team members have helped with school work and Sifa Furaha (age 15) and Wilondja (10) and Amuri
Mwenge (16) have made dramatic improvement; Shukuru (now 13) is doing very well in school.
The 90-day three-way partnership with CCS, TRM and MEPF and Refugee Mission Team ended in December. A
MEPF and Refugee Mission Team /TRM review was conducted on January 30, 2017. Members of the mission
team have continued social and some resettlement activities with the family, including a baby shower March 26.
Sifa has requested to attend MSPC on Mother’s Day, May 14.
LOOKING AHEAD
Sifa’s financial and housing troubles are serious. The mission team hopes to meet with remaining staff at CCS, in
time for the Session meeting April 26th, to determine their agency status and resources to complete the gaps described above. Please continue to pray for Sifa and family and stay tuned to weekly bulletin updates, Joys and Concerns, future Oracle articles, and more.
MEPF and Refugee Mission Team
Madeline Bosma
Freja Cranston
Cassi Fraley
Joan & Rex Knorr
Karen & Sherwin Koopmans

Karen & Karl Kuehlwein
Nan Nasser
Dennis Nelson, moderator
Jeff States

Well Done Good and Faithful Servants!
This is God’s message to MSPC congregants. You have helped Sifa and her refugee family in so many ways. Just
to name a few things you have provided: shelter, medical/hospital visits, help with her children at school and with
homework, a bed for new baby Elizabeth, and enrolling son Amuri in soccer. Now Sifa has hope for herself and her
family—a future that would never have been realized in the Tanzania U.N. Refugee Camp. You have been faithful
to God’s calling for us to help the refugee, the foreigner. In return, we have been given a beautiful gift of love that
has poured out to us from the family.
You may ask, who is this woman Sifa? She fled the Congo at the age of 13 to the relative safety of the U.N.’s
Nyarugusu Refugee Camp in Tanzania. Sifa lived in the camp more for than 20 years. While living in the camp she
married her husband Omari Furaha and started her family. Sifa and Omari have eight children. Seven of their eight
children were born in the refugee camp (Baby Elizabeth was born on April 7th here in Tucson.) Last August, Sifa,
without her husband Omari, arrived in Tucson with her seven children and pregnant with baby Elizabeth.
Referred by Tucson Refugee Ministry (TRM), Mountain Shadows’ MEPF and Refugee Mission Team have been
working with Catholic Community Services (CCS), a federal and state government funded resettlement agency, to
help Sifa and her family resettle here in Tucson. CCS’ resources are now beginning to dwindle and future resources
Cont’d
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d
are uncertain. Sifa’s needs continue to be significant. But through it all, uplifted by Session’s leadership, this mission is a blessing for us. We ask that you pray for Sifa and her family, especially now with a new baby and no job or
job readiness training. On a positive note, we learned that soon the International Rescue Committee will provide
Sifa with job training. Again, well done good and faithful servants!

Photo of Elizabeth Houle holding her name-sake Elizabeth Furaha, born April 7th. The children have affectionately given Elizabeth H. the Swahili name for “Grandma”.

Elizabeth Houle, Mission and Outreach Elder; and
Dennis Nelson, MEPF and Refugee Mission Connector

SORROWS
Linda Munro: Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory
Born on February 10, 1939, Linda Munro died into life everlasting on April 26, 2017. She and Mike
Munro shared nearly 57 years of marriage and had recently relocated from Tucson to Monument, Colorado, to live with son Mike and daughter-in-law, Wanda. Shortly before their move, the Mountain
Shadows Presbyterian congregation honored the Munros for their faithfulness and founding role in
the church.
In addition to his grief, Mike Sr. now faces a new recurrence of cancer, which he is determined to fight. Son Mike
requests your prayers for his father and family. In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts honoring Linda Munro's life may
be made to Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church. Condolences may be mailed to the Munros at 16227 Windy
Creek Drive, Monument, Colorado 80132.

CONGRATULATIONS & THANK YOUS
Congratulations
Jessica Lazzeroni!
This month, Mountain Shadows’ nursery care
provider, Jessica Lazzeroni will receive a
Bachelor’s degree in Marketing and Entrepreneurship from the University of Arizona. May
Jessica enjoy much pomp and circumstance as
she celebrates her educational achievement!

A Message of Thanks From Rev. Georges Bitar of the Middle
Eastern Presbyterian Fellowship
A monetary offering was received during worship on Ash
Wednesday to assist the Bitar family in paying the $725 per
person cost for filing form N-400, the Application for Naturalization as a U.S. Citizen. In response to the gift that was subsequently made to the Bitar family, Rev. Georges Bitar has
written, "Thank you so much for your genuine hearts and generosity. Mary, Eliane and I thank you so much for this help in
such challenging times. Blessings and many thanks again to
you, Rev. Rachel and the church members and all who helped
us."

Pastor Rachel
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ADDRESS UPDATES!

June/July 2017 MSPC Oracle
Newsletter Articles are due to Judy
on
Monday, May 15th.

If you are getting ready to say good-bye
to us for the summer, please let Judy
Leonard, the office manager, know your
summer address so she can update our
records. You may email her at mspcoffice@gmail.com
or call the office 520-825-7858.

DON’T FORGET OUR EMAIL
ADDRESS:

MSPCOFFICE@GMAIL.COM
Food donations in May will be donated
to IMPACT
Don’t forget that you can sign up to
Greet, Donate Flowers, Usher, and do
Hospitality. The sign-up sheets are on the
table under the Ramada.

HOME COMMUNION
Mountain Shadows provides Holy Communion to the homebound upon request,
visiting them on the first Sunday of the month. Please
call the church office (825-7858) to make a plan for
you or your loved one to receive Home Communion.

DON’T FORGET…
If you missed the latest sermon you can listen to it by going to our website at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org. Go to
the Resource tab and under that heading you will find
Sermons Audio. It’s a great way to stay connected to
Mountain Shadows, even if you are unable to attend
Sunday worship.

NOTE THE NEW
SUMMER
Office Hours Are:
Monday - Thursday
8:15 am - 2:00 pm
Friday - Closed
(Effective May 1, 2017)
WHAT’S NEW ON OUR WEBSITE?
Check out the new button on the
front page of MSPC’s Website
www.mountainshadowschurch.org.
We now are posting each Sunday’s bulletin on our web
page. The bulletin will be posted each Friday for the
coming Sunday’s service. Don’t worry though, you can
still get a printed bulletin when you attend on Sunday.

E-Oracle Newsletter!
You can receive your Oracle via email. Email our Office Manager, Judy Leonard, at
mspcoffice@gmail.com and she will add you to the email list. For those who want to continue to receive a
paper copy, please pick up your copy the 1st Sunday of the month, under the ramada.
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May 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

Effective May 1, 2017
New Summer
Office Hours are:
2:00 - Learning
Team Mtg
Monday - Thursday
8:15 am - 2:00 pm

3:00 - Handbell
Rehersal

9:00 ESL

2:00 - Christian
Meditation
3:45 - Choir

OFFICE
CLOSED

11

12

Friday
Closed

7

8

9

Choir
Appreciation Sunday
(Handbells & Choir)

14

15
10:00 - Deacons’
Mtg

16

10
9:00 ESL
3:00 - Finance

17
9:00 ESL
2:00 - Session

2:00 - Christian
Meditation
3:45 - Last
Choir

OFFICE
CLOSED

18

19

2:00 - Christian
Meditation

13

20

OFFICE
CLOSED

Oracle Articles
Due

21

28

22

29

23

30

24
9:00 ESL

25
2:00 - Christian
Meditation

26

27

OFFICE
CLOSED

31

Office
Closed
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