Aug/Sept 2017

RACLE

MSPC Newsletter

Summer Reading: Part 2
Welcome to this double issue (August and September) of the Oracle. In my last Oracle cover article dedicated to
Summer Reading, I highlighted several worthwhile books in the Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church Library.
Let's continue with the Summer Reading theme. Two recently-published titles have been added to the church library, and are available to be borrowed, read, and returned. I drew on both of these books when preparing to facilitate
July's adult faith formation class called Facing Fear Faithfully.
The Witness of Religion in an Age of Fear by Michael Kinnamon makes the case that people of faith
have a unique calling and capacity to resist fear-mongering with the wisdom of our spiritual traditions.
In Break Open the Sky: Saving Our Faith from a Culture of Fear, Stephan Bauman offers encouragement to Christians who want to be, as he says, "emissaries of hope during portentous times."
Presbyterians Today, the award-winning monthly magazine of the Presbyterian Church (USA), is a publication to which you might consider subscribing. Published bimonthly (6 times a year), the magazine is
filled with inspiring stories about people and congregations, highlights of church news and mission, a
Christian perspective on issues of the day, Bible study and practical tools for life and ministry, and more.
My articles and devotional poetry have previously appeared in its pages, and I have been asked to write a feature
on the theme of Epiphany for the forthcoming December-January issue of Presbyterians Today. A single subscription costs $19.95 annually. Bulk subscription discounts are available, according to following price chart.
Bulk Copies

Unit Prices

Savings

%

1 Gift

$17.95

$2.00

10%

2 to 9

$16.95

$3.00

15%

10 or more

$9.95

$10.00

50%

Interested in subscribing to Presbyterians Today? Please email Mountain Shadows Office manager Judy Leonard
at mspcoffice@gmail.com and type "Presbyterians Today" in the subject line of your message. Or call the church at
520-825-7858. Judy will follow up with you. If an interested group of subscribers emerges from within our congregation, we could look forward to a wintertime adult faith formation learning opportunity based on the
Epiphany theme, led by this Presbyterians Today contributing writer.
One last publication worthy of note is a collection of stories by members of the Presbyterian Writers
Guild, titled A Progressive Feast: In Parabolic Story. The book offers an enjoyable alternative to divisive debates in a collection of parable-like stories. Jesus often told parables that challenged the assumed wisdom of society but did so in a manner that entertained as well as hooked the listener into
considering alternative perspectives. The Presbyterian Writers Guild invited fifteen writers from thirteen states across the country to work together to compose modern parables that would enable people to be challenged even as they were entertained. The book can be purchased from various online booksellers.

,Pastor Rachel Srubas
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CARING
DEACONS CORNER
Linda Linegar
Co-Moderator

Kathy Moyer
Co-Moderator

Carlton Wiens Alida Wilkes Connie Wortman

George Gregg
Mary Anderson

Freja Cranston

George Gregg - Deacon of the Month

Ann Wright

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you: My peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid” (John 14:27).
What is Peace? Here are my thoughts based on recent reading. Peace is not just the absence of conflict or chaos. It is something much more positive. It is the feeling of being together, being whole,
being complete. It is like the awe you experience seeing the Catalina Mountains in all their majesty,
or an Arizona sunset as only God’s paint brush can do it. It’s seeing realities of the world with a
special clarity. When I can experience this level of peace, I pray for the insight to do what I can to
provide a better life for people.

HEALTH MINISTRY
UPCOMING DISPOSE-A-MED EVENTS
Clear out that clutter--which can contribute to medication errors--and dispose of your
unused or expired prescriptions and over-the-counter medications. Pills, liquids, vitamins and veterinarian medicines in their original containers will be disposed of properly for you! No syringes or hazardous products please.
August 12th at Walmart 7951 N. Oracle Rd.
September 12th at Sun City Oro Valley
September 23rd at Target 10555 N. Oracle Rd.

SAVE THE DATE
for Faith Health Alliance North's (FHAN)
4th Annual Free Community Health Workshop
at Vista de la Montana United Methodist Church
Wednesday October 25th 1-3PM
Featuring speakers from Interfaith Community Services and Casa de la Luz
More information to follow!
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The Healing of Jesus Christ
“One of the most memorable facts in the Biblical stories about Jesus is that a large part is about
healing” (The Eternal Now by Paul Tillich, p. 116). With over 75 healings in the Old and New Testaments and nearly one-fifth of the Gospels devoted to healing, we are called to take notice.
Whom did He heal? He healed those who asked: A mother brought her daughter who was possessed by an evil spirit to Jesus who told her to go home and she would find “the demon had gone
out of her” (Matt.15:22-29). A group of people brought a blind man to Jesus, who touched the man’s
eyes twice and his sight was restored (Mark 8:22-25). He healed those He chose to heal such as Peter’s mother-in-law who was sick with a fever and “He touched her hand and her fever left
her” (Matt.8:14-15).
Why did He heal? He healed so that those who witnessed the healing might believe. In the story of
the raising of Lazarus, He indicated it was for “those who stand by so they might believe” (John
11:42. He healed because of his compassion. In Luke 7:11, we read the story of the healing of the
widow’s son. When Christ saw her, his heart was filled with pity. He said, “ Don’t cry,” and the son
sat up “and Jesus gave him back to his mother.”
How did He heal? Touch was a common manner of His healing. “So He lay His hands upon a few
sick folks and they were healed” (Luke 7:10 ) He also healed by His word. The centurion asked
that his servant be healed. He knew that if only Jesus would say the word, the servant would be
healed, and indeed he was (Luke 7:10). He healed by faith. The woman who had bled for twelve
years was praised for her faith. She touched the hem Christ’s garment and He said He felt the power
going out of Him and the woman was healed. (Matt. 9:20).
We read the stories of when God walked among us. “News about Him spread all over Syria and
people brought all who were ill with various diseases, those in severe pain, the demon possessed,
those having seizures, those paralyzed, and He healed them all.” (Matt.4:24).
Christ gave instructions regarding healing within His church. As He sent out the twelve disciples,
He said, “Go and preach the Kingdom of God is near. Heal the sick, bring the dead back to life, heal
those who suffer from dread skin diseases and drive out demons.” (Matt 10:8).
Healing as the norm for the early Christian church continued with James, the brother of Jesus, offering instructions for healing within the early community of Christians. “Are any of you sick? They
should send for the church elders, who will pray for them and rub olive oil on them in the name of
the Lord. This prayer made in faith will heal the sick; the Lord will restore them to health. Pray for
one another that you will be healed…”(James 5:14-17).
(Cont’d)
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The Healing of Jesus Christ - Cont’d

What does this have to do with us today? Does Christ heal today? Christ, God Emmanuel, ”God
with us,” does heal today. The great theologian and preacher, Paul Tillich wrote in The Eternal
Now that “each of you has a liberating and healing power over someone to whom you are a priest.
We are all called to be priests to each other” (p.115).

Jane Stump

GATHERING

A special thank you to all Christian Community
Ministry Team (CCMT) Members who providChristian Community Team
ed the caring preparation and serving of coffee
and cookies following worship services in June and July. I look forward to making plans with
CCMT members for upcoming August and September activities. Please check the next issue of
The Oracle for exciting future events. Reminder, the Christian Community Ministry Team always
welcomes new people (male and female) to share in serving Mountain Shadows. Please join us by
signing up on the CCMT volunteer sheet on the “famous sign up table” under the ramada.

Evelyn Ramsey, CCMT Elder

WORSHIP & MUSIC:
We have been graced with vocalists, instrumentalists and a substitute accompanist during the
months of June & July! Hope you have enjoyed the musical variety, because there are a few more
surprises planned for August & September!
Choir rehearsals begin Thursday September 7 @ 3:45 pm in the sanctuary. The choir will sing
the following Sunday, September 10. Come try us out! We are thinking “Christmas in September”!
Practice will begin for the Christmas Eve service. I have purchased the music for an exciting cantata, so September 7 is rehearsal #1. Watch for more details!
Hand Bell Choir rehearsals begin in October. Check the October Oracle for more information.
The bells are ADJUSTED, REGULATED, BALANCED and waiting for some spectacular shaking
and ringing. So please call me if you would like to be added to our “ringing” list! We always need
more ringers!
If you have any questions about “singing” with the Choir or “ringing” with the Hand Bell Choir,
please call or email me! 520-982-2437 or bcdame@comcast.net
I also accept calls if you just want to visit!! No obligation!!

Charmaine Piane-Dame, Music Director
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LEARNING
Adult Faith Formation
Mark Your Calendars And Plan to Attend the
2017 - 2018 Presbyterian Women Horizons Bible Study
Starting in November we will meet from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. on the first and second Thursdays of
each month. Meetings will run November through April with the exception of December. We will
explore Cloud of Witnesses: The Community of Christ in Hebrews. Each lesson in this Presbyterian
Women’s curriculum focuses on a different aspect of community. Topics include "In Community
with...Jesus Christ, the Living Word, Household of Faith, All the Saints." These Bible studies are
contemporary and accessible for a wide range of interests and Biblical knowledge. Come join us!
Virtual Reality Field Trip! Thursday, August 10, 2017
Meet at Mountain Shadows Church at 9:00 a.m. to Carpool to the
University of Arizona iSpace, Science-Engineering Library, Room 212
744 North Highland Avenue, Tucson 85719
Check out the iSpace and its Virtual Reality Studio, 3D printer, and other cool stuff!
The iSpace at the University of Arizona is a multidisciplinary learning community and collaborative
makerspace where you can participate in imaginative inquiry, creative endeavors, and lifelong learning. The iSpace encourages visitors to re-envision the world through the use of cutting-edge technologies and by encountering interdisciplinary experts.
The iSpace values the accessibility of technologies and strives to support students, faculty, and the
Tucson community by providing workshops, learning resources, and in-person tech support.
Marijel (Maggie) Melo, a PhD candidate and Coordinator of the iSpace will offer a brief overall introduction to our group. Then we'll break into smaller groups to see and enjoy the different areas of
the iSpace.
Following our visit to the iSpace, we'll go for a self-pay lunch at a University area restaurant.
Dress comfortably. Bring sufficient funds for modest parking fees and your meal. While this field
trip will be accessible to people with disabilities, be aware that some distances will be covered as we
venture from place to place.
Add your name to the sign-up/carpool sheet today! Consider providing a ride for others.
NEW ADDITIONS TO THE CHURCH LIBRARY:
Stop by and check them out!
“BOUNTY - Ten Ways to Increase Giving at Your Church” by Scott McKenzie, 254.8 McK
(donated by Fran Moran)
“SHOW LOW DREAMS” by Jane Barr Stump, 978 STU (donated by Jane Stump)
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TENDING
To-Dos for Oracle Newsletter Article Writers
Do write your article so that it is perfectly clear to a newcomer who has no prior knowledge of
Mountain Shadows Church and its ministries. Avoid insider jargon and abbreviations.
Do count and limit the number of words in your article. Usually 300 words is sufficient. The
word count feature in your computer’s writing program will do the work for you. (Note: this
newsletter item, including the title, is 225 words long.)
Do prominently feature the informative essentials: who, what, when, why, and where.
Do write your article using Microsoft Word or a comparable word processing program that will
allow Office Manager Judy Leonard to cut and paste it easily into the newsletter document.
Do write your article so that it is clearly relevant to our Christian faith and our church’s mission to be centered in Christ, caring for community.
Do read your article aloud before submitting it. This will help you catch and correct errors.
Do ask a friend to edit and proofread your article before you submit it.
Do submit your article on or before the publicized deadline.
Do email your article as an attachment to mspcoffice@gmail.com.
Do expect your article to be edited by office staff and volunteers before it is published.
Do believe that your contributions to the Oracle are helpful and appreciated. Thank you!

FINANCE
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent months, year-todate results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results. If you have questions
about the Church’s finances, please contact David Raffety, Treasurer, at 520-544-7397.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
June
2017

------------June
Actual

2017
Year-to-Date
Actual

--------Year-to-Date
Budget

2016
Year-to-Date
Actual

Regular Offerings

$

12,152

$

159,714

$

151,000

$

156,276

Other Income
Total Income

$

11
12,163

$

8,016
167,730

$

2,437
153,437

$

2,833
159,109

Total Expense

$

18,306

$

137,629

$

141,670

$

127,873

(6,143)

$

30,101

$

11,768

$

31,236

Income less Expense

$
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The state’s one-size-fits-all will won’t fit your needs or show your love for your church.
… a thought from the Legacy Ministry

VENTURING
MISSION AND OUTREACH
Greetings from Minnesota.
Here we are in Minnesota enjoying God’s green countryside and realizing it is time to write an article for the Oracle. We’re having a wonderful time with family and friends; even our California
kids will be here for a family reunion in northern Minnesota. We count our blessings. Our thoughts
now are returning to Arizona and our church and mission activities.
Coming up first is the Middle Eastern Presbyterian Bingo Night Aug 5th. Denny and I plan to
attend. Maybe some of you will want to go also. Contact us for more information.
Sifa Family Mentor Team Report
Based upon a home visit in early July, baby Elizabeth, now 3 months old, is healthy and content.
Her siblings adore her. Several of the children attended summer school during the month of June
and also enjoyed swimming at Amphitheater High School pool. The children say they have been
walking the two blocks to the Woods Library to use the computers and to improve their math and
reading skills. Please keep them in your prayers for long-term housing and work.
Café Justo
Because of a recent regulation change, Just Coffee has had difficulty shipping coffee to its customers. Pray that will be resolved and shipping can continue as before.
Coffee, Migration and Faith, a border to border trip will again be offered October 28-November
4th. Check out this opportunity and contact Trisha@fronteradecrisco.org for details.
Mission Co-workers
Trinity Presbyterian Church will host Middle Eastern mission co-workers at a luncheon Wednesday August 23 from 10 am to 2 pm. For details contact Elizabeth Houle 520-400-3065. Register
for the catered luncheon at office@trinitytucson.org by Monday Aug 14th.
This opportunity to learn what God is doing in the Middle East is highly recommended. A car pool
will be arranged.
Keep cool as we continue our work in God’s Kingdom.

Elizabeth Houle, Mission and Outreach Elder; and
Dennis Nelson, MEPF and Refugee Mission Connector

Cont’d
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

CAFÉ JUSTO Y MAS CELEBRATES ONE YEAR!
On June 4th, last year the new coffee house in Agua Prieta, Mexico was opened with a huge celebration and many of this congregation attended that event. It was a time to recognize the completion of a long time dream of a diverse group of Mexicans and the emphasis was speeches, folkloric
dancing and food. On July 1st, the Coffee House, (Café Justo Y Mas) celebrated its one year anniversary. This time the emphasis was a celebration of its accomplishments and these amazing accomplishments I want to share with you. This was a day in which the participants were largely
those who had benefitted from the coffee house in some way. I was also blessed to be a part of this
celebration.
Café Justo Y Mas was built as a partnership between Just Coffee, and Creedo, a drug rehabilitation
organization. It had two initial goals. First, to make the local community aware that such a coffee
existed and two, to provide a safe drug free place for families and teens.
The first goal was more than met. The sales of Just Coffee to the community doubled in the first
year. Each day began with the local police dropping in for their morning coffee. A newly built fitness center across the street had people, after exercise, dropping in for coffee and breakfast; AND
buying coffee to take home. Café Justo Y Mas was completely self-supporting in just three
months!! And I learned Teens do come to the Coffee House for tutoring, and fellowship, and because of this personal support, escape the lure of drug trafficking.
Next, my attention was drawn to an attractive young lady who took the microphone. She was in
charge of the employees working at the coffee house. AND she was a former drug addict as were
all the employees of the coffee house. Lives were literally saved because these young people had a
safe place to work when they finished their drug treatment.
Awards were handed out next, to single mothers. A group of women, all single mothers, provided
all the baked goods…pies, cakes, cookies…to the coffee house. One woman shared that she was
able to support her son in college because of this new business.
But this was not all. The Coffee House is lending help to a technology school in Agua Prieta and
one of its graduates is the CEO of the Café Justo Y Mas; Just Coffee and More. Oh so much
more.
As I looked at this successful venture, and at those faces of people who had made it successful and
benefitted by its presence in the community, I could only say…Here, is the Kingdom of God. And
to each of you who support this ministry by buying Café Justo…you, too, are part of this celebration and the Kingdom.

Irene Camp - Moderator for Just Coffee
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DID YOU KNOW?
October 2017 MSPC Oracle Newsletter
Articles are due to
Office Manager Judy Leonard on
Friday, September 15th.
You can sign up to Greet, Donate Flowers, Usher, and provide the ministry of
Hospitality on Sunday mornings. The
sign-up sheets are on the table under the
Ramada.

Food donations collected at Mountain
Shadows on the first Sundays in Aug and
Sept will be donated to IMPACT and TriCommunity Food Bank, respectively.

At the BIG EVENT of the Presbyteries
de Cristo and Grand Canyon on August
12, our pastor, Rachel Srubas, will lead
an educational workshop on Desert Spirituality. It
will focus on ancient desert-dwelling Christians
whose contemplative wisdom still has much to teach
us about prayer, humility, and other practices. Rachel
is the author of the book, City of Prayer: 40 Days
with Desert Christians.

SUMMER Office Hours Are :
Monday - Thursday
8:15 am - 2:00 pm
Friday - CLOSED

If you missed the latest sermon
or need to refer the latest Sunday
bulletin you can go to our website at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org. Simply go to
the Resource tab and find the heading Sermons to
listen to a sermon or Sunday Bulletins to find the
latest bulletin. It is as easy as that!
It’s a great way to stay connected to Mountain Shadows, even if you are unable to attend Sunday worship.

Presbytery de Cristo’s next stated meeting
will take place on Saturday, October 21,
2017, at Valley Presbyterian Church, Green Valley,
AZ. Elder-Commissioners, please save the date.

HOME COMMUNION
Mountain Shadows provides Holy Communion to the homebound upon request,
visiting them on the first Sunday of the
month. Please call the church office (825-7858) to
make a plan for you or your loved one to receive
Home Communion.

Pastoral Vacation: During the week beginning on
Sunday, September 10, Pastor Rachel Srubas will
take a portion of her annual vacation. A guest
preacher to be announced will co-lead worship.
DON’T FORGET OUR EMAIL
ADDRESS:

MSPCOFFICE@GMAIL.COM

E-Oracle Newsletter!
You can receive your Oracle via email. Email our Office Manager, Judy Leonard, at
mspcoffice@gmail.com and she will add you to the email list. For those who want to continue to receive a
paper copy, please pick up your copy the 1st Sunday of the month, under the ramada.
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August 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

1
NO DEACONS MEETING IN AUGUST

6

7

8

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

2:00 - Stewardship Mtg
3:00 Finance Mtg
Legacy Mtg (Time
to be determined)

9

OFFICE
CLOSED

10
9:00 Virtual Reality Field
Trip to U of A.
Meet in MSPC
parking lot .

13

14

15

16

17

2:00 - Session

20

21

22

23

11
OFFICE
CLOSED

18

12
9:00-Presbytery
BIG EVENT:
Valley Presbyterian
6947 E. McDonald
Paradise Valley, AZ

19

OFFICE
CLOSED

24

25

26

OFFICE
CLOSED

27

28

29

30

31
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September 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

SAVE THE DATE:

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH AT 2:00 PM
RELIABLE HEALTH INFORMATION:
FINDING IT ON THE INTERNET.

3

4

5

6

OFFICE
CLOSED

10

11

3:45 - Choir

12

13
2:00 Stewardship Mtg

17

18

7

19

10:00 Deacons’ Mtg

20
2:00 - Session

14
3:45 - Choir

21
1:30 - Worship &
Music Team Mtg

1st Official Day
of Fall

3:45 - Choir

24

25

26

27
9:00 ESL Registration
2:00 - Class:
Finding & Using
Reliable Health
Information

28

29

30

2:00 - Personnel
Team Mtg
3:45 - Choir
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