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Advent is the Christian church’s season of expectation and preparation for the coming
Christ. This year, the four Sundays of Advent fall on December 3, 10, 17, and 24.
Our congregation will gather for 10:00 a.m. worship on each of these Sundays, to
light the Advent candles, sing songs of hope, pray for the world, and reflect on Scriptures that promise God’s personal and redeeming presence for all Creation. During
worship on Sunday, December 17, we will receive the Christmas Joy Offering of
the Presbyterian Church (USA), which supports church workers in need of assistance through the Board of Pensions of our denomination. The Christmas Joy Offering also supports schools and colleges primarily serving communities of color, developing leaders of color. Learn more at http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy.html.
If you’re looking for an Advent devotional resource, I recommend Saints Alive: Meditations from the Gospels
written by Rev. Brad Munroe, Presbytery Pastor of Presbytery de Cristo. You may download Saints Alive at http://
presbyterydecristo.org/ and are encouraged, when doing so, to make an offering to Presbytery de Cristo to support
its eight mission partners.
On Sunday, December 24, our congregation will also gather for a second time at 5:00 p.m. Our Christmas Eve
service of worship will feature music by guest harpist Carolyn Ancell, as well as a beautiful sequence of readings
and choir anthems entitled All Is Well. Count on the traditional candlelit conclusion of worship with the singing of
“Silent Night,” followed by festive refreshments under the ramada.
Childcare will be provided at both the 10:00 a.m. and the 5:00 p.m. worship services on Christmas Eve. Elder
Allison Townsend has completed First Aid/CPR/AED training and supervised child care training. Allison is now
Mountain Shadows’ certified child care provider! She will provide child care on up to two Sundays per month in the
newly refurbished Children’s Church in Room 4. (Allison will attend worship on other Sundays.) If your family
plans to bring children to church on Christmas Eve, please inform us in advance, so we can be well-prepared.
Please call Pamela Schultz (Elder for Learning) at 520-825-1722 by December 17, to inform her of the number and ages of children who may attend Children’s Church with Allison and friends on Christmas Eve. Advance notice of childcare needs is always helpful. Please keep Pamela apprised.
Please note, your church staff (Director of Music Charmaine Piane Dame, Office Manager Judy Leonard, and I,
your pastor) will each enjoy some holiday vacation time with family at the end of December. Church office
hours will be limited at the end of the month. The recorded telephone greeting at 520-825-7858 will refer callers to
ordained church leaders who may be contacted in the event that a congregant needs spiritual care. On Sunday, December 31, Rev. John Cheek will serve as Mountain Shadows’ guest preacher and pianist-composer Chris Tackett
will play music for the worship service. Look forward to welcoming back these good friends of our congregation!
Finally, I am happy to tell you that the current issue of Presbyterians Today magazine features an article I
wrote, which may read online at https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/1217-epiphany/. Presbyterians Today is
the award-winning general interest magazine of the Presbyterian Church (USA). My writing has appeared in past
issues of the magazine. I appreciate the opportunity to share my work with a wide audience of readers. You may
learn more and subscribe to Presbyterians Today at https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/1217-epiphany/
May the blessings of the coming Christ be yours in this Holy Season!

Pastor Rachel Srubas
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CARING
DEACONS CORNER
Linda Linegar
George Gregg
Mary Anderson

Freja Cranston

Kathy Moyer
Co-Moderator

Carlton Wiens Alida Wilkes Connie Wortman

Deacon Linda Linegar, Co-Moderator

Christmas Adopt-a-Family Gift-Giving Ministry

Ann Wright

Please sign up to donate Christmas gifts for families in need served by the Tri-Community Food
Bank in Mammoth, AZ. You do not need to wrap the gift. Just bring it to church, identifying who it
is for and with the price removed, by Dec. 10th. Please leave the store identification on the gift. A
gift receipt is also helpful. Please plan to shop locally so that an item can be exchanged if necessary.
Cash and food donations are also appreciated. Food baskets will also be assembled for each family.
Any questions, contact Helen or Carlton Wiens (247-6016) or Nan Nasser (825-1245). Deacons
gift-wrap and deliver gifts. Thank you for your generosity. Happy Holidays!

HEALTH MINISTRY

BLUE CHRISTMAS
When Christmas just doesn’t feel so very merry...

Stop by the Health Ministry table in December to find some support through special Care Notes.
“In our culture, Christmas is the pre-eminent holiday. An entire season is devoted to it; it dominates the media and the economy. Yet precisely because it involves so many activities and it has
special significance, Christmas can put a lot of stress on individuals to accomplish much and to
smile while doing so.”
Believe it’s okay to not “be of good cheer.”
Let go of unrealistic expectations for a celebration that’s Christmas – card perfect.
Find “comfort and joy” by connecting with others.
Accept the present and experience joy in the moment.
Let the meaning of Christmas ease your soul.
From Care Notes – Overcoming the “Blues” at Christmas Time

WHEN MORE HELP IS NEEDED!




Pam and Carl Schultz thank everyone for their continued prayers, all the help, meals
and loving care following Pam's recent surgeries.
They also want to share some new HELPS* that they have come across recently that
might suit you too When More Help is Needed…
Blue Apron, www.blueapron.com — For about $10 per meal, Blue Apron ships fresh ingredients, recipes, and seasonings in measured proportions for easy meal assembly. They love it!
Clicklist, an online grocery order option through Fry's Grocery Stores. After placing your order
online you can pick it up or have it delivered.

Great new ideas that may help you out too!
*Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church does not advertise products or services, but provides information.
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GATHERING
Christian Community Team

Mountain Shadows’
20th Birthday Party

There are so many thank yous to give to so
many people for the wonderful success of the Mountain Shadows’ 20 th Birthday Party on October
29th. I don’t remember having a hamburger taste so good. Great job, Chef Garry Lawrence! Along
with the great food the musicians were a marvelous addition to the total experience. It was so heartwarming to see members staying after the meal and enjoying friends.
Thank you to the Chriostian Community Ministry Team members—Alida Wilkes, Judy Hans, Rita
Smith, Helen Wiens, Liz Meisegeier, Shawne Cryderman and Karen Kuehlwein—for their shopping
expertise, festive table decorations, ticket selling and distribution and organization, slicing of onions
& tomatoes, coleslaw recipe, setup, serving and cleanup! Additional thanks to volunteers Rachel
Lawrence and Suzanne Mahler, whose assistance with set up, serving, and clean up was gratefully
appreciated. A big thanks to the facilities team for the set up and take down of the tables and chairs.

Christian Community Ministry Team’s next events...!
Appetizer/Carol Sing & Dessert - Sunday, December 17th.
The appetizer portion of the evening will begin at 5:00 PM at our hosts David & Rita Smith
(Appetizer North) and Sandra and Tom Long (Appetizer South) homes. At 7:00PM we will re-group
at Mountain Shadows for dessert and carol singing accompanied by Charmaine on the piano.
The addresses for our gracious hosts are:
Appetizer North - Rita and Dave Smith, 38495 S. Desert Bluff Dr., in Saddlebrooke.
Appetizer South - Sandra Stephens and Tom Long 13837 N. Azure Springs Dr., in Oro Valley.
Sign-up sheets are located on the Ramada. Please signup to bring an appetizer or dessert by Sunday, December 3rd and plan to join us for this festive Mountain Shadows Advent tradition. The
address of your host and a reminder of what you signed up to bring will be distributed Sunday, December 10th. Good food, good friends, good fun and good times will be had by all. If you
just want to join us for the carol sing and dessert, please indicate on the sign-up sheet what kind of
dessert you plan to bring. See you there!

Christmas Eve Cider & Cookies
Please stay and enjoy fellowship after our Christmas Eve worship service at 5:00 pm. We will be
serving our traditional hot apple cider and cookies.

Tables of Friends 2018
Table of Friends is an opportunity for you to socialize with church friends. Singles and couples are equally welcome! Sign-up for this annual ministry will begin December 3rd and will
end December 31st. Groups of 6-8 will gather monthly (Jan. - April) - doing whatever your group
chooses to do! (See article below on a recent Table of Friends group outing.) Group assignments
will be made during the first week of January. You will receive a letter sharing all the pertinent information.
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Christian Community Team - cont’d

Table of Friends Travels to The Fountains!

Our Table of Friends had a special venue for the November meal—a luncheon at The Fountains, a
retirement community located just south of the Northwest Hospital.
The Fountains is home to long time members of Mountain Shadows, Fred and Anna Belle Emery
and Betty Barham. The Table of Friends brought the warm fellowship of the Mountain Shadows
church family to our members who have limited transportation options. It was a joy to visit with
our friends at The Fountains.
The luncheon was arranged by Carlton and Helen Wiens, whose turn it was to make such arrangements. The sales director of The Fountains who made a tasteful and brief presentation. As a result,
we thank The Fountains for providing the meal at no cost to the attendees.

Membership
On Wednesday, November 15th, the Session received and welcomed Beverly and JJ Johnston, Garrett Ressing, Bill
Grimm and Dorothy Grimm, Ed and Joyce Artman, Denise Edward and Rod Hutton as new members of Mountain
Shadows. These nine new members were introduced to and
welcomed by the congregation during worship on November
In the photo, left to right:
Beverly Johnston delights in her grandchildren. Her spouse JJ Johnston (not shown), plays trombone and enjoys skiing. He works in the field of economic development.
Garrett Ressing is a lifelong Presbyterian who enjoys hiking, sailing, and scuba diving. He and his
spouse Sharon have a home base in Ohio.
Bill Grimm is an avid cyclist whose family lives in Arizona, while his spouse Dorothy Grimm has
a heart for Christian mission and loves to sew and knit.
Ed Artman is a stained glass artisan (he lives up to the name Artman!) who loves to travel. Joyce
Artman enjoys grandkids and looks forward to a great grandchild.
Denise Edwards is energized by Christian mission. She and her spouse Rod Hutton enjoy cycling
and hiking. Rod plays trumpet, guitar, and drums. Both Denise and Rod are retired Lutheran
pastors.

Carlton Wiens, Membership Moderator

WORSHIP & MUSIC:
Advent is upon us!

“….the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, and make
straight his paths….’” Mark 1:3

December 17th the third Sunday of Advent, the Mountain Shadows Choir and Hand Bell Choir
will present inspiring anthems. The Choir is singing the soulful, gospel anthem Lift Your Light. The
anthem will be accompanied by piano and a surprise instrumental group! The Hand Bell Choir is
also working on special music you will recognize! The prelude is the contemporary hymn 10,000
Blessings and the postlude is the familiar O Come, O Come Emmanuel. It’s quite an undertaking!
We can’t wait to share the beautiful music with all of you.
Cont’d
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WORSHIP & MUSIC: cont’d

Don’t forget about the Christmas Eve, December 24th service at 5:00 pm.
The lovely cantata All Is Well has been in the choir’s hands since September! The composer combines well-known Christmas carols with contemporary hymns. We are anxious to pray with you
Christmas Eve in Scripture and Song. Another item! Local harpist, Carolyn Ancell, will join us
once again to enhance our worship service with her exquisite music.
If you have an interest in “ringing” with the Hand Bell Choir in the New Year, please email me.
bcdame@comcast.net. Rehearsals will resume in February on Tuesdays from 3:00-4:00 pm in Rm 2.
AND you are always welcome to join the choir. We practice every Thursday from 3:45 to 5:00 pm
in the sanctuary.

Charmaine Piane-Dame, Music Director

LEARNING
Adult Faith Formation
The 2018 Women’s Retreat: Growing Hearts of Wisdom
From Wednesday, January 31 until Friday, February 2, 2018, at Tucson’s Redemptorist Renewal Center, women of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church will gather for a retreat titled
Growing Hearts of Wisdom.
Rev. Carla Williams (pictured), a seasoned pastor with a deep love for scripture, will
guide us as we explore our development in Christ, our lives’ transitions, our significant struggles, and our growth toward God-given wisdom. Included in the per-person
retreat cost of $260.00 is a comfortable single room with private bath and six meals.
Limited need-based scholarships are available. Women of Mountain Shadows are
encouraged to sign-up now since there are a limited number of spaces left! Look
for the sign-up sheet on the Ramada after worship, or call Wanda Johnson at 520-825-4721.

Christian Meditation Group
Meets Thursdays at 2:00 p.m.
in the Chapel
(formerly the Nursery)
This weekly group shares an hour of contemplative prayer and supportive friendship. Christian
meditation is simple, peaceful, restorative, and
Christ-centered. All are welcomed!

TENDING

Presbyterian Women’s
Horizons Bible Study Group
will not meet during the month of
December and will resume Thursday, January 11, 2018 at 2:00 pm in
Rm 3.

Session Happenings

SESSION
Mountain Shadows’ Session (leadership council of elders) held stated meetings on October 18 and
November 15, 2017. Read on for a summary of the actions completed at those meetings... (Cont’d)
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Your 2017 Nominating Committee has identified nominees for both Session (three Ruling Elders) and the Board of Deacons (three Deacons). In addition, at least four (per MSPC Bylaws)
MSPC members will be nominated to serve on next year’s 2018 Nominating Committee. These
nominees, as well as any additional nominees from the floor, will be voted upon at the Annual Congregational Meeting scheduled for Sunday, January 28, 2018, at 11:30 a.m. All MSPC members are
encouraged to attend.
Your Personnel Ministry Team completed annual staff evaluation meetings with your Office Manager, your Director of Music, and your Solo Pastor/Head of Staff. The Personnel MT also recommended compensation values to Session as part of Session’s 2018 budget process. The 2018 pastoral Terms of Call will be voted upon at the Annual Congregational Meeting.
Session approved Facilities Ministry Team’s plan to launch a Landscaping Project for the church
patio. Details and estimated cost will be presented to Session when ready. See Dan Linegar if you
have suggestions.
Session approved Gary Wiens’ Boy Scout fundraising activity of selling popcorn on Sunday, October 22nd.
A wildly enthusiastic and joyous crowd celebrated MSPC’s 20th anniversary held on October 29th
on the MSPC patio. Burgers, dogs, and all the fixin’s were in abundance! All in attendance were
given a copy of the historical 20th Anniversary Booklet lovingly prepared by Al & Wanda Johnson
and Allison Townsend. Copies are available for other congregants who could not attend the celebratory gathering that day.
Session approved a new approach to hosting the fellowship period that follows Sunday morning
worship service. Each ministry team will now be encouraged to coordinate hosting the fellowship period for one month per year (see the back of your worship bulletin insert for a list of
many of those ministry teams). The Christian Community Ministry Team will provide practical
guidelines for other MTs not familiar with this activity.
On November 15th Session received nine new church members. They were introduced during the
Sunday morning worship service on November 19th. They are: Denise Edwards & Rod Hutton, Dorothy & Bill Grimm, Beverly & JJ Johnston, and Garrett Ressing. New members Joyce & Ed Artman
were not able to be present on November 19 and will be welcomed during worship on a future Sunday. Be sure to greet all of these new church members enthusiastically the next time you see them!
Got questions or comments? Feel free to contact me and I will do my best to respond.

Session - cont’d

Skip Brauns, Session Clerk

FINANCE

Rewarding Volunteer
Opportunity!

After years as the volunteer Mountain Shadows’ Treasurer, David Raffety has decided that he needs
to step down from his post. Mountain Shadows is looking for a Mountain Shadows member (or
members) interested, able, and willing to volunteer as Mountain Shadows’ Treasurer. David is
not leaving. He will continue to serve Mountain Shadows by serving on the Finance and Stewardship ministries as well as continuing his role as Moderator of the Legacy Ministry. He will also be
available as ongoing support to the new Treasurer.
(Cont’d)
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If you have experience in finance and/or accounting, have ever done small business accounting or bookkeeping, or possibly served as Treasurer in another church or organization, the Finance Ministry would like to visit with you about possibly serving as Mountain Shadows’ Treasurer.
A detailed job description and list of duties is available for review. Members who are year-round
residents and seasonal residents will be considered.
Over the last year the Treasurer’s duties have been streamlined. The financial tasks performed by
the Treasurer and the Office Manager have been realigned. David estimates that the Treasurer’s
weekly time commitment is approximately 2 hours. The Office Manager now does most of the
weekly and monthly repetitive tasks and preparation of financial reports. The Treasurer reviews the
work and checks the reports. This position has always been a volunteer position at Mountain Shadows, but if we are unable to fill the position with a volunteer, we will have to hire a qualified
person in 2018. This position is currently not in the budget.
If this is your calling or you are just interested in learning more about the Treasurer’s duties, please
contact any member of the Finance Ministry Team or Pastor Rachel to let us know of your interest.
We ask that you prayerfully consider volunteering as Treasurer.

FINANCE Cont’d

Your Finance Ministry Team
Jeff States, David Raffety, Dave Smith, Gary Mahler and Dan Linegar
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent months, year-todate results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results. If you have questions
about the Church’s finances, please contact David Raffety, Treasurer, at 520-544-7397 or Jeff
States, Elder & Finance Moderator at 520-268-8956.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
October
2017
Regular Offerings

------------October
Actual
$

21,834

Other Income
Total Income

2017
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

230,073

$

332
22,166

Total Expense

$

Income less Expense

$

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

206,000

$

11,896
241,969

20,472

$

1,694

$

2016
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

215,565

$

7,021
213,021

$

8,343
223,908

222,927

$

223,312

$

199,733

19,042

$

(10,291)

$

24,175

Offerings to Mountain Shadows and Tax Changes – Some Thoughts
There are a lot of news articles about tax changes that are being considered by Congress
– and it takes a big scorecard to keep track, if that is even possible. And it changes daily.
Here are some thoughts that are current (as of this writing).
There might be lower tax brackets. It appears that itemized deductions for charitable contributions
will continue. But at the same time the Standard Deduction might be increased to a level such that
many of us will no longer find itemizing deductions to be advantageous. Is there an action or two
that might be taken before the end of 2017 in anticipation of these changes?
(Cont’d)
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FINANCE Cont’d

 Complete your 2017 offerings in 2017 to take advantage of itemized deductions on your
2017 tax return.
 Thinking about making an extra offering to Mountain Shadows? Make that offering in 2017
ahead of the changes.
 Make your 2018 offering in 2017. Some of our members make some or all of their next year
offerings in December to be able to deduct them sooner rather than later. With the tax changes coming, this might be the best year to use this tactic. You don’t have to make all of your
intended 2018 offerings in 2017; any advance offering amount (maybe just January 2018)
might be advantageous to your tax situation. If you decide to make an advance offering for
2018, please include a note with your offering so the church can record it properly.
 Make an offering of appreciated securities to Mountain Shadows. Most often this is stock.
Several of our members make their offerings by giving stock to the church. The advantage?
If the stock has increased in value, you avoid the taxes on the increased value and you receive a tax deduction of the entire value of the stock that is given. See David Raffety for the
instructions to transfer your stock to the church.
The proposed tax package is a rapidly changing subject. These thoughts might not be valid with
future rounds of proposed changes. And each of us needs to determine what action best fits our
own situation.

David Raffety, Treasurer
Stewardship 2018

GIVING

With Christmas approaching, please don’t
forget about the upcoming stewardship campaign. We want to acknowledge the tremendous support this congregation has provided to all the ministries of Mountain Shadows. “Gratitude
2017”, a write-up that describes how Mountain Shadows is fulfilling its motto, “Centered in Christ,
Caring for Community,” will be distributed on December 31 and mailed January 2. Remember the stewardship campaign starts Sunday December 31, 2017 and concludes with Commitment Sunday on January 21, 2018.

STEWARDSHIP

Dave Smith, Stewardship Ministry Moderator
Christmas Joy Offering: To Be Received Sunday, December 17
Each year, on a Sunday in December, Presbyterian congregations express profound
appreciation for our clergy and other servants of the Church by receiving the
Christmas Joy Offering. A Presbyterian tradition for nearly 70 years, the Christmas Joy
Offering gives vital funding to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions as well
as to Presbyterian-related racial-ethnic schools and colleges. It is one of the four special
offerings designated by the PC(USA) General Assembly to provide congregations direct ways to
support those in need. The Assistance Program funded by this offering helps to provide grants to
Presbyterian Church servants and their families. It’s a wonderful opportunity for those who have
been blessed with the means to express their generosity and, at the same time, support important
needs in the PC(USA) community.

Jeff States, Finance Moderator & Elder
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VENTURING

Mission and Outreach News

MISSION AND OUTREACH

From your Venturing Moderator, many thanks to those
who continue to respond to mission and outreach opportunities, and to all who provide financial and spiritual support for Mountain Shadows’ mission work.
On a personal point, these past three years have been most rewarding.

Presbyterian Campus Ministry (PCM) - Last month, Sally Penner and team planned,
cooked and served a dinner for PCM. Thanks to all who bought or made food so that students
could enjoy a home cooked meal plus take leftovers home to enjoy later.

International Thanksgiving Dinner - From a Bhutan family: We
missed our family at home so much. But here we have a new family. We
have pictures on our refrigerator of the 7 American people who welcomed
us. They always visit. They became our "dictionary" to help explain this
strange new world. My children and grandchildren like this life in America. I
am happy we have a new life.
Last month, over 100 volunteers and 300-350 refugees and/or internationals gathered at Amphitheater High School to welcome people from all around the world to eat and be thankful. The International Thanksgiving Dinner is an annual nation-wide community event. In Tucson, the dinner was
sponsored by the Tucson Refugee Ministry. A dozen or more churches were represented as they
prepared and served a bounteous Thanksgiving dinner with all the trimmings. In addition to the
meal, there were crafts, games, face painting for the children, plus a sing-along time with dancing.
It was a wonderful evening with Mountain Shadows’ refugee family and international friends.

Interfaith Community Services (ICS) - Enjoy learning more about ICS at their Holiday
Open House on December 8th from 2 p.m. - 5 p.m. There will be refreshments, door prizes and
a festive time at their Northwest office located at 2820 W. Ina Road. Volunteer recognition will be
at 3 p.m.

Young Adult Volunteers- (YAVs) - Having met these four delightful young women at Mountain Shadows last month, we have invited the YAVs to join us again this year to the Appetizer and
Christmas Choral Event Dec.17th . Learn more about how they are growing in spirit and following
the call to do God’s work by visiting with them at this event.

Alternative Gift Market and Pie Bar - Next year’s gift market for the benefit of Presbytery
de Cristo’s eight mission partners will be held February 11th. Join us from 2:00 p.m to 4:00 p.m.
at Trinity Presbyterian Church, 400 E University Blvd. Car-pooling will be arranged on request;
contact Elizabeth Houle (520-400-3065).

Faith in Action Sunday (FIA) - Mark your calendars! The fourth annual FIA Sunday will be
March 11, 2018 starting at 9:00 am. Laura Carey, FIA connector, will provide project choice information and more details in January.

Honor a loved one with a memorial gift celebrated in your will.
… a thought from the Legacy Ministry
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

A UNIQUE GIFT for HOLIDAY HOSTS

As the holidays approach, many of us will be invited to various kinds of holiday parties
and get togethers. The question always looms: “What is a gift for those who host us?”
The easy answer is JUST COFFEE. What a wonderful opportunity to introduce this superb coffee to a friend and also solve the search for the perfect hospitality gift. To make
your gift more festive you will be given a special Christmas bag to hold your coffee. (Thank you
Julie Balogh for making the bags.) Regular coffee is $9.00, Decaf Coffee is $10.00 and the bags are
free. See you at the coffee table on the 1st and 3rd Sunday in December.

Café Justo/Just Coffee: A ONE-DAY TRIP TO AGUA PRIETA
During the month of February, interested MSPC friends and members will have an opportunity to witness the Just Coffee operation. The group will see the roasting in action
and also see the process that enables our orders to be filled in record time. We will also see the new
coffee house and learn of its outreach to the community of Agua Prieta. Another highlight of our visit will be a visit to the community gardens which is a project of DouglaPrieta. This project joining
the efforts of women in Douglas with those in Agua Prieta has literally created a garden lush with
produce in a wasteland. The day will end with a time of reflection on the border. Contact Irene
Camp if you are at all interested.
Irene Camp - Connector for Just Coffee


DON’T FORGET OUR EMAIL
ADDRESS:

MSPCOFFICE@GMAIL.COM
ORACLE DEADLINE: DECEMBER 8
To accommodate staff vacations, articles
for the January Oracle newsletter are due
to Judy Leonard (mspcoffice@gmail.com)
Friday, December 8th.
Please sign up to Greet, Donate
Flowers, Usher, and provide the
ministry of Hospitality on Sunday mornings. Sign-up sheets are
on the table under the Ramada.

Office Hours Are :
Monday - Friday
8:15 am - 1:15 pm

VISIT US ONLINE
Missed the latest sermon?
Need to refer the latest Sunday bulletin? Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org.
Click on the Resource tab and find the heading
“Sermons” or “Sunday Bulletins”. It is as easy as
that! What a great way to stay connected to
Mountain Shadows Church, even if you are unable to attend Sunday worship.

HOME COMMUNION
Mountain Shadows provides Holy Communion to those unable to attend worship. Servers visit folks on the first Sunday of the month. Call the church office
(520-825-7858) to schedule a Home Communion
visit for yourself or loved one.

E-Oracle Newsletter!
Receive your Oracle via email. Contact Office Manager, Judy Leonard, at
mspcoffice@gmail.com to be added to the email list. Those who want to continue to receive
a paper copy, please pick up your Oracle the 1st Sunday of the month, under the ramada.
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December 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Thank You for supporting the 2017 Peace and Global
Witness Offering of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
on World Communion Sunday. People of Mountain
Shadows Church donated $1,525.

3
1st Sunday of
Advent
2nd Pass 2018
Budget Requests
Due

10

4

11

18

10:00 - Deacon
3rd Sunday of “Adopt-AFamily” gift
Advent
wrap
5:00 Appetizer &
Carol Sing Party

24

25

19

26

6
9:00 - ESL

13
9:00 - ESL
2:00 - Stewardship
3:00 - Finance

20
9:00 - ESL
1:00 - Session

27
No ESL

4th Sunday of
Advent
10:00 Worship
5:00 Christmas
Eve Worship

12
9:00 - Piano
Tuning

2nd Sunday of
Advent

17

5

Judy Leonard, 3:00 Office Manager, Handbells
on vacation

Christmas
Church Office
Closed

31

New Year’s
Day

Guest Preacher:
Rev. John Cheek

Church
closed

7
1:00-CCMT Mtg
2:00 -Christian
Meditation
3:45 - Choir

14
2:00 -Christian
Meditation
3:00 - Handbells
4:00 Choir

21
2:00 -Christian
Meditation
3:45 - Choir

28

Fri

Sat

1
Office Closed
Judy Leonard,
Office Manager,
on vacation

2
10:00 Sanctuary
Decorating for
Advent

8
Oracle
Deadline

9
9:00 Extra Choir
Rehearsal

15

16

22

23

Judy Leonard,
Office Manager ,
on vacation

29

30

2:00 -Christian
Meditation
3:45 - Choir

The Christmas Joy Offering of the Presbyterian Church (USA) will be received
during worship on Sunday, December 17.
Church Staff will be on vacation during Christmas week.
The church office will be closed. If spiritual care is needed,
call 520-825-7858. The recorded greeting will refer callers
to ordained church leaders who may provide assistance.
Page 11

