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Live Generously: How’s that for a New Year’s Resolution?
Grace and peace to you as 2018 begins! January is the month when Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church focuses on faithful stewardship. Much more than a code name for fundraising, stewardship is the practice of living generously in grateful response to our good and giving God.
Throughout January, you’ll receive messages of thankfulness and invitations to commit your treasure, talent, and time to support Mountain Shadows’ ministries. On Stewardship Commitment
Sunday, January 21, you will be encouraged to place a stewardship commitment card in the
offering plate during worship. That way, you may inform your Stewardship Team of the dollar
amount that you and your household commit to sustain the Christ centered, caring work of our congregation in 2018.
After worship on January 21, join us for Ministry Team Development Fair! Each Ministry
Team of Mountain Shadows will greet you at tables. They will welcome you to sample tasty refreshments and learn about their Teams’ ways of serving God. And of course, they’ll encourage you
to commit some of your talent and time to their efforts. After all, stewardship is about much more
than money. It’s about ministry. Will you commit to joining a ministry team that matches your
interests and abilities?
Our congregation runs on God-given gifts of money and people power. As our Sunday bulletin always says, The worship has ended; the service begins. Thank you for all the ways that you serve
God and live generously. Your commitments of money and ministry fuel Mountain Shadows
Presbyterian Church. Your generosity makes a life-giving difference in our congregation and
the surrounding communities.
Centered in Christ and Caring for Community with you,

Pastor Rachel Srubas
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CARING
DEACONS CORNER
Kathy Moyer
Co-Moderator

Linda Linegar

Carlton Wiens Alida Wilkes Connie Wortman

George Gregg
Mary Anderson

Freja Cranston—Deacon of the Month
Freja Cranston

Joy

Ann Wright

What a joy to be able to write another piece for the Oracle this year. As I continue to walk my journey of faith, I again reflect on the gift of serving as a Deacon at Mountain Shadows.
If I was asked to say what the most important fruit of being a Deacon at Mountain Shadows is, it is
JOY! I can also enthusiastically add that JOY is what motivates me and infuses me with passion to
lovingly interact with my church families, and with everyone I encounter inside and outside our
church.
I guess I can’t help being Joyful – it seems to come naturally for me as I open my heart to others. I
am drawn to the words of Jesus found in John 15:11,12 – “Love each other as I have loved you… so
that my Joy may be in you and that your Joy may be complete”.
What I have come to realize is that Joy is one of the gifts that God wants each of us to have – all the
time. And for the Joyous opportunity to serve at Mountain Shadows, I give thanks to God.

HEALTH MINISTRY
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HEALTH MINISTRY - cont’d

GATHERING
Christian Community Team
A festive time was had by all who attended our Appetizer/Carol Sing and Dessert Party! Many
thanks to our hosts, Rita & Dave Smith and Sandra Stephens & Tom Long, who graciously opened
their homes to us again this year; and to our wonderful pianist, Charmaine Piane Dame, who played
all our Christmas carol requests.
Tables of Friends, the mealtime fellowship ministry, will take place again in 2018! Group assignments will be received in early January by those who have signed up to participate.
Christian Community Ministry Team Members: Alida Wilkes, Karen Kuehlwein, Judy Hans, Helen
Wiens, Rita Smith, Fran Bonewitz, Shawne Cryderman and Evelyn Ramsey send Happy New
Year’s Greetings to the friends and members of Mountain Shadows. We are looking forward to
working with the various Ministry Teams in 2018 to help serve coffee and goodies as the congregation comes together after worship for fellowship.
FYI, Ministry Teams better get your Coffee Hour serving month reserved early, as several months
are gone already. We invite and welcome new members to the Christian Community Team. Come
and enjoy the fun and activities this team provides for Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church.
Best Wishes to all for a Safe, Healthy and Peaceful 2018.

Evelyn Ramsey, Moderator and Elder
Ministry Team Development Fair
After Worship on Stewardship Commitment Sunday
January 21, 2018
Visit various Ministry Teams’ information tables.
Enjoy refreshments and learn about getting involved!
Connect with the Ministry Team that fits who you are.
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Happy New Year! I stumbled upon the following prayer a couple years ago and had it printed
in the Oracle for January. This prayer still speaks to me and I continue to use it daily as a meditation. I don’t know who the author is. Enjoy!

WORSHIP & MUSIC:

May There Be Peace Within
May you trust your highest power that you are exactly where you are meant to be...
May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith.
May you use those gifts that you have received,
and pass on the love that has been given to you...
May you be content knowing you are a child of God...
Let this presence settle into our bones, and allow your soul the freedom to
sing, dance, praise and love. It is there for each and every one of you...
If you have an interest in “ringing” with the Hand Bell Choir during Lent/Easter, please email me
(bcdame@comcast.net) Rehearsals will resume on Tuesdays during the month of February from
3:00 – 4:00 pm in Rm 2. Watch for more information! AND music lovers please join the choir
Thursdays in the sanctuary from 3:45 to 5 pm! Allow me to add you to my “special vocal persons
email list”!!!

Charmaine Piane-Dame, Music Director

LEARNING
Adult Faith Formation
The 2018 Women’s Retreat: Growing Hearts of Wisdom
From Wednesday, January 31 until Friday, February 2, 2018, at Tucson’s Redemptorist Renewal Center, women of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church will gather for a retreat titled
Growing Hearts of Wisdom.
Rev. Carla Williams (pictured), a seasoned pastor with a deep love for scripture, will
guide us as we explore our development in Christ, our lives’ transitions, our significant
struggles, and our growth toward God-given wisdom. Included in the per-person retreat
cost of $260.00 is a comfortable single room with private bath and six meals. Limited
need-based scholarships are available. If you have not yet paid your retreat cost, please do so at
your earliest convenience. Make your check payable to MSPC and write “2018 Women’s Retreat” in the memo line. Questions? Call the church at 520-825-7858 for more information.

Christian Meditation Group
Meets Thursdays at 2:00 p.m. in the Chapel
(formerly the Nursery)
Is the busyness of your life causing stress? I invite you to try Christian Meditation; a simple, peaceful, restorative Christ centered practice. The group shares an hour each week of contemplative prayer and supportive fellowship. I can only say this group has provided me a calming and spiritually
enriching experience. For more information contact Pamela Schultz (825-1722) or George Gregg
(818-1862).
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Adult Faith Formation - cont’d

Presbyterian Women’s

The Women’s Horizons Bible Study Group will resume meeting Thursday, January 11th at
2:00 pm in Rm 3.

Becoming an Ally in the Struggle for Justice: A Lenten Learning Book Discussion
Based on the book No Innocent Bystanders: Becoming an Ally in the Struggle for Justice
Four consecutive Monday afternoons,
February 19 & 26; March 5 & 12 at 2:00 p.m., Room 3
Sign-up soon! Add your name to the list at church.
A bulk order of books will be purchased and distributed to those who sign up.
$14.00 per book, payable to MSPC, will be collected at the first discussion, on February 19.
Last year, well over a dozen adults gathered for a vigorous and enlightening discussion of the book
Waking Up White: And Finding Myself in the Story of Race. Facilitated by Pastor Rachel Srubas, this
Lenten Learning Book Discussion will pick up where that conversation left off. But newcomers are
warmly welcome! No prerequisite is required. Participants will read and talk together about the
book No Innocent Bystanders: Becoming an Ally in the Struggle for Justice. Readable and faithbased, No Innocent Bystanders integrates the major Christian realities of faith, grace, sin, repentance, forgiveness, love, justice, and reconciliation into a practical guide for followers of Jesus who
feel called to change unjust social systems. The book is written to help Christians resist racism and
advocate for the rights of LGBTQ persons and other oppressed groups. Because it invites readers to
look within themselves and act with wisdom and courage, it will be a fitting read for the transformational season of Lent. Learn more about the book at https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/noinnocent-bystanders-provides-guide-social-justice-work/

TENDING
Annual Congregational Meeting: Jan. 28
Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 28, 2018, following worship:
Receive Mountain Shadows’ Annual Report for 2017.
Thank outgoing Deacons and Elders & Other Leaders.
Review the 2018 Operating Budget.
All church members may vote on:
 Nominees for Elder & Deacon;
 2018 Nominating Committee Members;
 Pastor’s Terms of Call for 2018.
Please plan to be present on January 28.
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FINANCE
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent months, year-todate results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results. If you have questions
about the Church’s finances, please contact David Raffety, Treasurer, at 520-544-7397 or Jeff
States, Elder & Finance Moderator at 520-268-8956.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
November
2017

------------November
Actual

Regular Offerings
Other Income
Total Income

$

Total Expense
Income less Expense

2017
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

15,182
310
15,492

$
$

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

$

248,674
8,787
257,462

19,716

$

242,643

(4,223)

$

14,819

2016
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

233,500
3,760
237,260

$

235,279
4,845
240,124

$

243,003

$

221,707

(5,742)

$

18,417

$

STEWARDSHIP

GIVING
2018 Stewardship Campaign
This is just a reminder the 2018 Stewardship Campaign starts on December 31. The campaign will
feature:
 Moments for stewardship and thank you moments.
 Stewardship Bulletin inserts each week.
 A pamphlet titled Gratitude 2017 that gives examples of how Mountain Shadows has used
your gifts of time, talent, and treasure.
 An invitation from Pastor Rachel to listen and participate in the stewardship campaign.
 A PowerPoint slide presentation on the ramada before and after each service.
 Two mailings with important materials.
Commitment Sunday is January 21, 2018. Please review the stewardship materials you receive and
discern how you will respond to all the blessings God has provided in your life.

Dave Smith, Stewardship Ministry Moderator

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”—Winston Churchill
… a thought from the Legacy Ministry
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VENTURING
MISSION AND OUTREACH
Expressions of Gratitude- From: Elizabeth Houle, Elder and Moderator
At the start of this New Year, I realize how grateful I am to God and this congregation for all the
wonderful things that the Mission and Outreach Ministry accomplished last year. A heartfelt
thanks to all!
Mountain Shadows supports a Mission budget of over $16,000. Here are a few examples of the
accomplishments that happened during the year:
 In addition, to the budgeted items, individuals gave over $3,000 to cover our refugee family’s
(Sifa and her eight children) rent, buy shoes, and provide some culture experiences for the kids;
 Provided meals for the Presbyterian Campus Ministry;
 Contributed food to all three-food banks (IMPACT, Tri-Community and ICS) throughout the
year.
 Folks bought Just Coffee to support the farmers in Mexico;
 We provided funds for Mary and Rev. Georges Bitar, from the Middle Eastern Presbyterian Fellowship, to apply for U.S. citizenship;
 As part of Faith in Action Sunday, we made and sent over 100 little dresses to Africa for girls
in need. We painted, fixed porches, and pruned bushes in Catalina, sang at a senior care facility, conducted a clothing drive for homeless men, and made 80 Easter cards for Interfaith Community Services to go with mobile meals;
 Mission and Outreach’s budget supported Young Adult Volunteers of the Presbyterian Church
USA (YAVs), Tri-Community Services, Impact, the Tucson Refugee Ministry, Cross Street
Ministry, Frontera de Cristo, Café Y Mas in Agua Prieta, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the
Middle Eastern Presbyterian Fellowship, and mission co-workers in Egypt and Lebanon.
Wow, quite a list! God is good, enabling us to help those in need. Again, thank you.
A note from Nan Nasser: “I am grateful for the generosity of our congregation and to participate
enthusiastically in so many mission projects. This includes food collections, support of the buildings and property, efforts to continue the Adopt a Family program, and all the work related to Tucson Refugee Ministry. Even the white socks program has expanded. We truly are a church centered in Christ, caring for community.”
Save the Dates:
February 11 at Trinity Presbyterian, 200 E. University Ave. Presbytery de Cristo Mission Fair and
Alternative Gift Market. See the wonderful work our mission partners are doing.
February 17. You won’t want to miss the Family Feud YAV Fundraiser; pastors versus the YAVs.
February 23. A trip to Douglas/Agua Prieta to visit Just Coffee. See Irene Camp for more information.
March 11. Faith in Action Sunday. Start at 9 a.m., church service at 11 a.m., lunch to follow.
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

TRIP TO THE BORDER SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY 23RD
Members and Friends of Mountain Shadows are urged to consider this one day trip to the Border at
Douglas/Agua Prieta. This will be a wonderful opportunity to learn more about Just Coffee and
also witness a cooperative mission of Frontera de Cristo. The day will look like this:
 7:00 A.M. – Meet at the church to carpool.
 10:00 A.M. - Arrive at the Douglas Frontera Office. We will be welcomed at the Frontera
de Cristo office and have an overview of the ministry and the day. (We will park our cars
at the office.)
 10:30 A.M. - Border Infrastructure Tour and Biblical Reflection
 12:30 P.M. - Lunch and Conversation at Douglas/Agua Prieta. This is a cooperative
mission across borders. You will visit the flourishing gardens transformed from a trash
heap into bountiful produce.
 2:00 P.M. -Tour of Cafe Justo. Here we will hear the story of Just Coffee from growing,
roasting and then marketing. You will see the roaster in action.
 3:00 P.M. - Coffee and conversation at the new Coffee Shop
 4:00 P.M. - Closing Prayer at the border.
The cost of this trip will be minimal, to be determined by the number of attendees.

Irene Camp - Connector for Just Coffee

Faith in Action Sunday – March 11, 2018
“Why is this day different from all other days?”

MSPC will once again participate in Faith in Action Sunday (FIA Sunday) on
March 11, 2018. Putting our “faith into action” and caring for community is an
ongoing activity at Mountain Shadows. We, as MSPC community of faith, have
just participated in the Christmas Adopt-A-Family Giving Ministry; We, on an
ongoing yearly basis, give generously to Café Justo/Just Coffee, collect clothing
and food for our neighbors in need, and serve the community in many other ways. So, “Why is this
FIA Sunday different from all other days?”
FIA Sunday gives all members and friends of Mountain Shadows the opportunity to actively participate in direct service to our community and mission partners on a specific date and time. All
are encouraged to join the activities of this special day by participating in projects, celebrating in
worship following these projects, or joining in the festive luncheon after worship. There is something for everyone as we put our faith into action.
This year, MPSC is asked to prayerfully participate in one of eight opportunities to serve others.
Many of these projects are familiar to MSPC…three of these are new opportunities this year:
Cont’d
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

Off-Site Projects:
 Singing at Brookdale Senior Care Center: Team Lead - Mike Moyer
 Home Repair and Maintenance for IMPACT of Southern AZ: Team Lead - Dan Linegar
On-Site Projects:





Easter Cards for Interfaith Community Services: Team Lead - Judi Brauns
Writing Letters to MSPC Mission Partners: Team Lead - Irene Camp
Sewing Little African Dresses: Team Lead - Julie Balogh
New Reading Seed Children’s Book Collection and Book Cleaning for Literacy Connects:
Team Leads - Allison Townsend and Laura Carey
 New – Sister Jose Women’s Center Clothing and Hygiene Products Collection: Team Lead
- Elizabeth Houle
 New – Tri-Community Food Bank in Mammoth: TBD. Team Leads - Fran Bonewitz and
Nan Nasser
FIA Sunday is more than a day event at MSPC. Starting in the month of January, MSPC will be
asked to learn more about our mission partners above by stopping by the FIA Information Table
each Sunday on the Ramada starting January 14th. FIA team leaders will be available to help you
learn about the work done by each mission partner and answer questions you may have about how
MSPC will help these partners on FIA Sunday. MSPC is asked to prayerfully consider these opportunities to serve when signing up for FIA Sunday. Sign-up sheets will be available starting on February 4th.
Also starting in January, we will be collecting donations for three projects. Details about exactly
what will be collected will be available at the FIA Information Table in January and at the MSPC
Ministry Team Development Fair on January 21st. The following items will be collected each Sunday until March 11, 2018:
 Reading Seed Children’s Book Collection Project: New or gently used children’s reading
books are needed for early readers ages 5-9. Bookman’s is a wonderful place to obtain
these gently used books for early readers. A list of recommended books will be available
at the FIA Information Table each Sunday or contact Laura Carey for a copy.
 Sister Jose Women’s Shelter Project: The team will be collecting gently used or new
women’s clothing and hygiene products for this project. See details at FIA Information
Table.
 Tri-Community Food Bank: TBD. See details at the FIA Information Table starting on
January 14th.
1 Corinthians 16:14 “Let all that you do be done with love.”

Laura Carey, Mission and Outreach Team Connector for Faith in Action
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DON’T FORGET OUR EMAIL
ADDRESS:

VISIT US ONLINE

MSPCOFFICE@GMAIL.COM

Missed the latest sermon?
Need to refer the latest SunDUE DATES: February 2018 Oracle artiday bulletin? Visit our webcles AND Ministry Teams’ 2017 Annual Reports are due to Office Manager Judy Leon- site at www.mountainshadowschurch.org.
Click on the Resource tab and find the heading
ard on Monday, January 15th.
“Sermons” or “Sunday Bulletins”. It is as easy as
that! What a great way to stay connected to
Food Bank donations collected January 7th
Mountain Shadows Church, even if you are unawill be donated to ICS.
ble to attend Sunday worship.
Please sign up to Greet, Donate
Flowers, Usher, and provide the
ministry of Hospitality on Sunday mornings. Sign-up sheets are

Church Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
8:15 am - 1:15 pm

HOME COMMUNION
Mountain Shadows provides Holy Communion to those unable to attend worship. Servers visit folks on the first Sunday of the month. Call the church office (520-8257858) to schedule a Home Communion visit for
yourself or loved one.

E-Oracle Newsletter!
Receive your Oracle via email. Contact Office Manager, Judy Leonard, at
mspcoffice@gmail.com to be added to the email list. Those who want to continue to receive
a paper copy, please pick up your Oracle the 1st Sunday of the month, under the ramada.
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January 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

No ESL

12:30—
Women’s Retreat
Mtg—Wanda Johnson’s home
2:00— Christian
Meditation
3:45—Choir

Office Closed
Happy New Year

7
Holy Communion

14

8

9

10:00—
Nominating
Committee

15

9:00— ESL
2:30—Finance
Mtg
4:00—
Stewardship
Mtg

16

1:00 Session

Oracle Deadline
Annual Reports
Due

22

Stewardship
Commitment
Sunday

10:00—Deacons’
Mtg

17
9:00— ESL

Office Closed
Martin Luther
King’s B’day

21

10

23

24
9:00— ESL

11:30 —Ministry
Team Development Fair

28
11:30—Annual
Congregational
Meeting

29

30

31
9:00— ESL
Women’s Retreat begins at
Redemptorist
Renewal Center

11

3:00—Health
Minstry Mtg

9:00—Take
down Christmas decorations

12

13

19

20

26

27

2:00 - Women’s
Bible Study
2:00— Christian
Meditation
3:45—Choir

18
2:00 —Women’s
Bible Study
2:00— Christian
Meditation
3:45—Choir

25
12:30– Worship &
Music Team Mtg
2:00— Christian
Meditation
3:45—Choir

Presbytery de Cristo Annual Mtg
in Casa Grande

The submission deadline for the Feb. Oracle is
Jan. 15th.
The submission deadline for the 2017 Annual
Report is Jan. 15th.
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