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Follow Jesus and Become an Ally in the Struggle for Justice
On the Sunday before the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday, the Gospel text read in many
churches worldwide included this question, which was asked about Jesus: Can anything
good come out of Nazareth? The question implies that some people are superior to others, depending on their place of origin. It also makes evident that during Jesus’ lifetime
some people viewed him through a racist lens and talked about particular ethnic groups
in dismissive, derogatory terms. The underlying message of the Gospel is unmistakable: out of the
very places that we may deem worthless, God brings inestimable goodness. Through the very person we may write off as inferior to ourselves or our social group, God brings about our forgiveness
and salvation. The Gospel is anti-racist. God shows no partiality. And someone profoundly good
came out of Nazareth.
On the same Sunday that we heard that troubling question—Can anything good come out of Nazareth?—we also heard our own church members voicing anti-racist yearnings in their prayer requests: for Martin Luther King Jr.’s Dream of social justice to be realized; for God’s will to be done
relative to the DREAM Act and the young people it affects; for an end to bigoted views and language at all levels of society, but especially among powerful leaders. After worship that day, an individual expressed to me frustration and anger about the rise of racism in our society, and wondered
what we could possibly do to overcome this social evil.
I urged that person, as I urge you, to read the book, No Innocent Bystanders: Becoming an Ally
in the Struggle for Justice. It will serve as the basis of our church’s Lenten book discussion on
Mondays, February 19 and 26 and March 5 and 12, at 2:00 p.m. in Room 3. Published by our
own Presbyterian Church (USA) press, No Innocent Bystanders teaches Christian readers ways to
become allies in the struggle for racial justice, LGBTQ rights, and the rights of other oppressed
groups. The book draws deeply on the essential themes of Christian life—faith, grace, sin, repentance, forgiveness, love, justice, and reconciliation—not as abstract virtues, but as calls to action on
behalf of people who have been treated as poorly as the maligned and crucified Jesus was treated.
When Jesus of Nazareth acted respectfully toward women, honored Samaritans, and protected the
dignity of people with disabilities, he called all of his followers to show no partiality, but to show
only love and respect toward all human beings, without exception. You and I can play an active role
in Jesus’ mission of overcoming racial prejudice and social injustice. When people of color or
LGBTQ persons are insulted or demeaned, we can be much more than guilty bystanders. We can
follow Jesus’ example and become allies in the struggle for justice.
Sharing with you in the good news that comes out of Nazareth,

Pastor Rachel Srubas
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CARING
DEACONS CORNER
Linda Linegar

Kathy Moyer
Co-Moderator

Carlton Wiens Alida Wilkes Connie Wortman

George Gregg
Mary Anderson

Kathy Moyer—Deacon of the Month
Freja Cranston

Ann Wright

As I put away our Christmas decorations and books, a poem by Ann Weems caught my eye – especially the opening line. It’s titled “Christmas Comes.” I hope you find it meaningful too.
Christmas comes every time we see God in other persons.
The human and the holy meet in Bethlehem -- or in Times Square.
Even now it comes in the face of hatred and warring --no atrocity too terrible to stop it,
no Herod strong enough,
no hurt deep enough,
no curse shocking enough,
no disaster shattering enough.
For someone on earth will see the star,
someone will hear the angel voices,
someone will know peace and goodwill:
The Christ will be born!

HEALTH MINISTRY

MOM WAS RIGHT!
EAT YOUR PEAS AND CARROTS
(and Grapes and Oranges)!

The American Heart Association recommends eating eight or more fruit and vegetable servings
every day. An average adult, consuming 2,000 calories daily, should aim for 4.5 cups of fruits and
vegetables a day. Half your plate should have fruits and vegetables! And that’s good information…..But, how do we get out of our dietary ruts and ADD new healthy behaviors and habits
into our daily lives, at our age????
WHY, WE DO IT TO TOGETHER AT MSPC,
AND HAVE FUN DOING IT!
Plan to join your Health Ministry Team On
“Eat Your Colors Sunday”
For coffee hour on February 18th!
You will have an opportunity to sample a variety of colorful fruit and veggie choices that you
can then ADD into your everyday diet.
RED/PINK: beets, cherries, cranberries, pink grapefruit, pomegranates, radicchio, radishes, raspberries, red apples, red peppers, red potatoes, rhubarb, Strawberries, tomatoes, tomato sauce, tomato juice, watermelon
ORANGE/ YELLOW: acorn or butternut squash, apricots, cantaloupe, carrots, corn, grapefruit,
lemons, mangoes, nectarines, oranges, orange juice, orange peppers, papaya, peaches, pineapple,
pumpkin, summer squash, sweet potatoes, tangerines, yams, yellow apples, yellow peppers, yellow
squash
(Cont’d)
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HEALTH MINISTRY - cont’d

GREEN: artichokes, asparagus, avocados, bok choy, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, celery, collard
greens, cucumber, green beans, green cabbage, green grapes, green onions, green peppers, kale, kiwi, leeks, limes, mustard greens, okra, pears, peas, romaine lettuce, snow peas, sugar snap peas, watercress, zucchini
WHITE: bananas, cauliflower, garlic, Jerusalem artichoke, mushrooms, jicama, onion, potatoes,
parsnips, shallots
BLUE/PURPLE: blackberries, blueberries, currants, dates, eggplant, purple grapes, purple grape
juice, plums, prunes, purple figs, raisins

FEBRUARY IS HEART HEALTH MONTH AT MSPC!
Stop by the Health Ministry table in February for some good information about maintaining a
good blood pressure, knowing the warning signs of heart attack and stroke, and living optimally
with heart disease.

Jayne Raffety - Health Ministry Moderator

GATHERING
WORSHIP & MUSIC:
February – I keep joking about not giving up chocolate for Lent because Ash Wednesday is Valentine’s Day, February 14! I’ve been thinking about my jokes – what do I really mean? What I have
decided is that it’s not what I give up, but what I do for others. Do I notice my sister or brother in
need? Do I show mercy to others – the people I meet each day? I do not want to be a person of only
ashes and dust.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and right spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
and do not take your holy spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and sustain in me a willing spirit. Psalm 51:10-12
Consider joining the Choir, music lovers are always welcome. Haven’t sung in a choir for a while?
No worries, we can warm up your voice! Practice is every Thursday from 3:45 to 5 pm in the sanctuary.
Please email me, if you have an interest in “ringing” with the Hand Bell Choir during Lent/Easter.
( bcdame@comcast.net) Rehearsals begin Tuesday February 27 from 4-5 pm in Rm 2. We plan
to ring at the Palm Sunday, March 25 service. More information as the date gets closer.

Charmaine Piane-Dame, Music Director
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Membership
MEMBERSHIP
Help with the Online Church Directory
This is the first in a series of tips in the use of the Mountain Shadows Online Directory. The focus
will be on one or two tips in the use of your directory each month.

Can’t get into the directory?
1. Go to our church’s website: mountainshadowschurch.org
2. Click on Resources (located on the black ribbon)
3. Click on Church Directory
Here you will see a request for your username and password. If you don’t remember one or both of
those, contact me by phone: 520-247-6016 or email: cwiens2@mac.com.

Want to change your password? Other data?
1. Once you have entered the directory, look in the upper left corner and click on My Profile. You will note that there are a range of data including your name, user name and
more.
2. Look for a password field (a blank box).
3. Type in the password you want to use. NOTE: Once you leave the My Profile and then
return, the password box will be blank. This is for your protection and should remain
blank. Please, have a place to write this password down, such as a notebook. Keep your
password(s) book in a safe place.
4. Click on the Update button at the top of the page.
5. Return to the directory by scrolling up and clicking on Directory.
The other data on that page can be changed in the same manner.

Carlton Wiens, Membership Team

LEARNING
Adult Faith Formation
Christian Meditation Group
Meets Thursdays at 2:00 p.m. in the Chapel
Jesus taught his followers, including you and me, to pull back from our busyness, quiet down, and
be renewed by the Holy One. For this reason, Mountain Shadows offers Christian Meditation gatherings every Thursday afternoon at 2:00. Anyone who seeks it may find in the little chapel on our
church property a sacred, silent space in which to retreat with God among kindred searchers.
For more information contact Pamela Schultz (520-825-1722) or George Gregg (520-818-1862).
.

Women’s Bible Study of the Book of Hebrews
The Women’s Horizons Bible Study Group will meet Thursday, Feb 8th and 15th at 2:00 pm
in Rm 3. Lesson four “In Community with God’s Messengers” will be discussed on Feb. 8th and
lesson five “In Community with Traditions of the Past” will be discussed on Feb. 15th.
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Worship and Music: Lent Begins

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
And renew a right spirit within me.
Psalm 51:10
Ash Wednesday Service of Worship
February 14 at 4:00 p.m.
Gather at Mountain Shadows for
a time of scriptural reflection,
prayer, song, and spiritual renewal
to mark the beginning of Lent.

All are welcome.
Ordination and Installation of Church Leaders
"The Holy Spirit calls women and men to all ministries of the church." The truth of this
affirmation, which is derived from the Brief Statement of Faith of the Presbyterian
Church (USA), was made visible on Sunday, January 28, 2018. That's when the members
of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church elected the following women and men to
serve as Deacons and Ruling Elders of our congregation:
Deacons
Freja Cranston (to a second consecutive 3-year term)
Judy Hans
Rex Knorr
Ruling Elders
Laura Carey
Cassi Fraley
Rod Hutton
Pamela Schultz (to a second consecutive 3-year term)
Deacons serve God through ministries of compassion, while Ruling Elders serve God through ministries of discernment and leadership on a council called the Session.
On Sunday, February 11, 2018, the 10:00 a.m. worship service will include the ordination and installation of newly-elected Deacons and Elders. Please pray for all those whom God has called to
serve, and be open to receive their kindness and honor their decisions.
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FINANCE
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent months, year-todate results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results. If you have questions
about the Church’s finances, please contact David Raffety, Treasurer, at 520-544-7397 or Jeff
States, Elder & Finance Moderator at 520-268-8956.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
December
2017

------------December
Actual

Regular Offerings
Other Income
Total Income

$

Total Expense
Income less Expense

2017
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

18,469
103
18,572

$
$

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

$

267,143
8,890
276,033

26,804

$

(8,233)

$

2016
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

263,500
4,050
267,550

$

255,932
4,945
260,877

268,742

$

262,657

$

252,257

7,291

$

4,893

$

8,620

GIVING
STEWARDSHIP
Per Capita Sunday-February 11, 2018
Each year the Presbyterian Church (USA) sends an assessment to every church in the Presbytery
based upon the number of members reported by the Clerk of the Session. This assessment only applies to church members. Affiliate members, visitors, and friends of the church are not included in
the assessment.
This year our assessment is $39 per member based upon 136 members as of December 2016.
Unlike denominational offerings which are voluntary, this “per capita” assessment is sent to each
church as a bill to be paid. This money goes to fund the work and ministry of our church throughout
the country. Each governing body above the Session has staff members and expenses that support
the work of the church.
MSPC has received the 2018 assessment. We will make a payment of $5,304 to the Presbytery in
February out of our operating budget to meet our per capita obligation. By contributing your
portion of the per capita, you free up dollars in our regular budget for use in the ministry and mission programs of our congregation. On Per Capita Sunday, February 11th your contributions will
be received. Thank you in advance for your response.

Jeff States, Finance Moderator & Elder
“The things you do for yourself are gone when you are gone,
but the things you do for others remain as your legacy.” - Kalu Kalu
… a thought from the Legacy Ministry
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VENTURING
MISSION AND OUTREACH
As outgoing Mission Elder, I sincerely thank you all for the opportunity to serve as Mission Elder
these past three years. I feel blessed to work with so many of you committed to making a difference and grateful for a call to continue to grow in faith, to learn, and to love others. I prayed that
God would call someone to lead Mission for the next three years and God has answered my prayers. I am delighted that Laura Carey, such a qualified person, has answered the call. I trust you will
support her as you have supported me. I am leaving Mission in capable hands. Thank you, God.
Save the dates
February Events
February 4th - food collection for Impact (formerly Catalina Community Services)
Feb. 11th - 2:00 to 4 p.m.- Mission Fair and Alternative Gift Market at Trinity Presbyterian Church,
400 E University Blvd. Please plan to attend and learn about our Presbytery de Cristo mission
partners and how to support them. Save your dessert appetite- there will be pie!
Feb. 17th - Family Feud, a fund raiser for Young Adult Volunteers (YAVs)
Pastors go against the YAVs in a fun game. The event runs between 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m., again
at Trinity Presbyterian Church, 400 E University Blvd. Tickets are $10.00- see Elizabeth Houle or
Irene Camp. If you cannot attend consider buying a ticket to support Young Adult Volunteers of
Tucson. The money raised will helps finance the YAV house in Tucson.
Feb 23rd - Just Coffee border trip- see Irene Camp for details
March Events
March 4th - Commissioning of team leaders for Faith-in-Action Sunday (FIA)
March 11th - FIA Sunday starting at 9 am at MSPC

Elizabeth Houle, Mission and Outreach Elder
TRIP TO THE BORDER SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY 23RD
Members and Friends of Mountain Shadows are urged to consider this one day trip to
the Border at Douglas/Agua Prieta. This will be a wonderful opportunity to learn more
about Just Coffee and also witness a cooperative mission of Frontera de Cristo. The day will look
like this:
 7:00 A.M. – Meet at the church to carpool.
 10:00 A.M. - Arrive at the Douglas Frontera Office. We will be welcomed at the Frontera
de Cristo office and have an overview of the ministry and the day. (We will park our cars
at the office.)
 10:30 A.M. - Border Infrastructure Tour and Biblical Reflection
 12:30 P.M. - Lunch and Conversation at Douglas/Agua Prieta. This is a cooperative
mission across borders. You will visit the flourishing gardens transformed from a trash
heap into bountiful produce.
(Cont’d)
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

 2:00 P.M. -Tour of Cafe Justo. Here we will hear the story of Just Coffee from growing,
roasting and then marketing. You will see the roaster in action.
 3:00 P.M. - Coffee and conversation at the new Coffee Shop
 4:00 P.M. - Closing Prayer at the border.
The cost of this February 23rd trip will be minimal, to be determined by the number of attendees.

Irene Camp - Connector for Just Coffee
Faith in Action Sunday – March 11, 2018
“They will know we are Christians by our love…”
The FIA Team hopes that everyone had a chance to stop by the Faith-in-Action (FIA) Information Table in January to learn more about our mission partners and projects for FIA Sunday.
Sign-Up!
February is “sign-up” month. Each Sunday, during the month of February, MSPC members and
friends are encouraged to sign-up for a project and/or the celebration luncheon on Faith In Action
Sunday. A sign-up table for will be under the ramada each Sunday for this purpose. Please prayerfully consider signing up for working on projects and for participating in the luncheon.
Donated Items for Projects:
The ramada table is also where you can obtain information about what each project is collecting
and leave your generously donated items. Three of the Faith In Action projects this year require
items to be collected:
 Reading Seed Children’s Book Collection Project: New or gently used children’s reading
books are needed for early readers ages 5-9. These are for children reading below grade level
and the recommended guideline is early reader books with 1-4 sentences per page. Bookman’s
is a wonderful place to obtain these gently used books for early readers. A list of recommended
books is available at the Faith In Aaction table each Sunday or contact Laura Carey.
 Sister Jose Women’s Shelter Project: The team will be collecting gently used or new women’s clothing and hygiene products for this project. This includes casual seasonal clothing,
shoes, socks and underwear (NEW), and hygiene products any size. A list with details is at
Faith In Action table or contact Elizabeth Houle.
 Tri-Community Food Bank: Six specific kitchen utensils and cleaning products are needed by
seniors in the Mammoth area. All can be found at the “Dollar Tree” for $1 each. A list with details is at the Faith In Action table or contact Fran Bonewitz or Nan Nasser.
Special Schedule on Sunday, March 11th:
Due to Faith In Action projects, the Sunday worship schedule will be modified on March
11th. Projects will start at 9:00 AM and end in time for worship at 11:00 AM that day. The
celebration luncheon will follow worship at 12:00 PM. As in prior years, we are asking that people
staying for the luncheon bring a sandwich cut in quarters to share. Sandwiches can be dropped off
at the kitchen that day where the kitchen crew, led by Suz Mahler, will provide a delicious luncheon
for all.
Laura Carey, Mission Connector for Faith in Action
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JUST COFFEE NEWS

MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

The new year started off with 23 pounds of coffee being sold on the first Sunday. 10 pounds of the
23 pounds were purchased by a member of our congregation who then immediately delivered it to
the Food Bank table. I urge you to consider that option if you do not drink coffee. This is a winwin solution as your purchase will benefit both the coffee growers and the Food Banks.
During a recent inventory it was discovered that there were certain brands of coffee we were ordering that the congregation was not buying. As a result, this coffee was sold at half price and discontinued. Currently, we do not order “Decaf Bean Regular Roast” and “Half and Half” in dark or
regular roast. If you would like to order any of these discontinued brands, please let me know. I
would be happy to fulfill any order that suits an individual taste.
I have one more request. If you take coffee from the coffee closet during the week, please call or
email me that you have done so. I always receive the money, but I sometimes am surprised by the
amount of coffee left in the bins and my order for the week is not accurate. Thank you.

Irene Camp - Connector for Just Coffee
MSPC Food Bank Recipients - 2017
In the US 1 in 4 children go hungry. In Pinal County, 1 in 3 children suffer from hunger. Pinal has
a long history of poverty, brought on by the 1999 closing of the BHP copper mines in San Manuel.
As a result of the mines closing approximately 20,000 people lost their jobs. Those who could
move did move. Those who did not have the means to move have truly been stuck where they are.
Many of the workers had lived in manufactured homes in communities designed by the copper
company.
As times changed, most businesses moved out of San Manuel and currently only the schools and a
local health facility are the primary employers. There is no super market; but there is Dollar General Store for certain necessities. Even the banks have closed.
MSPC collects food on the first Sunday of each month for one of 3 different food banks, serving
people in the same geographical area in which we live.
IMPACT is the local food bank, located on Hawser Road in Catalina. Their service area is defined
as Pima Co, SE Pinal County, and they distribute an average of 400 food boxes each month to those
in need. During the last year, 1,425 different families received nutritional support. They rely on
donations, support from local food vendors, and groups like MSPC who provide appropriate food
products.
Interfaith Community Services (ICS) is located at 2820 Ina Road, and is the second largest provider in So. Az. They maintain a 2700 square foot building, providing 70-150 households with nutrition on any given day. Last year they spent over $2 million feeding more than 28,000 people.
Like all food banks, walk-ins are served, no referrals are required, but photo ID and current address
are requested.
Tri Community Food Bank (TCFB) is located in Mammoth, is 100% volunteer, with about ½ of
those volunteers living in SaddleBrooke. The other volunteers are also clients of the food bank.
As required by law, people do not have to “prove” hardship, and many referrals will come from local schools in the service area. There are 552 families registered for food boxes, which includes
701 kids, 311 seniors. In November,2017, 1092 people benefited from those food boxes, which are
designed to last 3 days.
(Cont’d)
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

In addition to a monthly food collection, MSPC also collects food products suitable for Thanksgiving food baskets for IMPACT, and supports the Adopt A Family program operated by TCFB.
MSPC is centered in Christ, caring for community. Supporting our food banks is vital.

Help Wanted - Team to Head Adopt-A-Family Christmas Program, 2018
For the past several years, MSPC has hosted an Adopt-A-Family program, working with the Tri
Community Food Bank serving Mammoth, San Manuel, and Oracle. Why this agency? It has the
greatest need and the fewest supporters of the 3 food banks we support.
We are looking for a committee of 3 who will take a leadership role in contacting the food bank,
working out sign-up sheets, and assisting the deacons in the task of sorting/wrapping/delivering the
gifts you parishioners have so generously donated.
The requirements: being available between Thanksgiving and Christmas, patience and smiles, and
the desire to send our message: Centered in Christ, Caring for Community.
To apply contact Nan Nasser, 825-1245, or nannasser@aol.com


DON’T FORGET OUR EMAIL
ADDRESS:

VISIT US ONLINE

MSPCOFFICE@GMAIL.COM

Missed the latest sermon?
Need to refer the latest SunDUE DATES: March 2018 Oracle articles
day bulletin? Visit our webare due to Office Manager Judy Leonard on
site at www.mountainshadowschurch.org.
Thursday, February 15th.
Click on the Resource tab and find the heading
Food Bank donations collected Feb. 4th will “Sermons” or “Sunday Bulletins”. It is as easy as
that! What a great way to stay connected to
be donated to IMPACT.
Mountain Shadows Church, even if you are unable to attend Sunday worship.
Please sign up to Greet, Donate
Flowers, Usher, and provide the
HOME COMMUNION
ministry of Hospitality on SunMountain Shadows provides Holy Comday mornings. Sign-up sheets are
munion to those unable to attend woron the table under the Ramada.
ship. Servers visit folks on the first Sunday of the month. Call the church office (520-8257858) to schedule a Home Communion visit for
Church Office Hours:
yourself or loved one.

Monday - Friday
8:15 am - 1:15 pm

E-Oracle Newsletter!
Receive your Oracle via email. Contact Office Manager, Judy Leonard, at
mspcoffice@gmail.com to be added to the email list. Those who want to continue to receive
a paper copy, please pick up your Oracle the 1st Sunday of the month, under the ramada.
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February 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

WOMEN’S RETREAT
No Choir
2:00 - Christian
Meditation

4

5

6

Sacrament of Holy
Communion
11:30 Communications
Ministry Mtg

11

9:00 - ESL

12

Ordination &
Installation of
Elders & Deacons
2:00 - Mission
Fair - Presbytery
at
Trinity Church

18

13

Second Sunday
in Lent
DEACONS’
SUNDAY

14

2:30 - Finance
Mtg
ASH
4:00 WEDNESDAY
Stewardship
9:00 - ESL
Mtg
2:00 -Health
Ministry Mtg
4:00 - Worship

19

20

9:00 - Deacons
First Sunday in (Annual
Lent
Orientation)
2:00 HEALTH
“Becoming an
HEART
Ally Book
SUNDAY
Group”

25

7

26
2:00 “Becoming an
Ally Book
Group”

27
4:00 Handbells

8
2:00 - Women’s
Bible Study
2:00 - Christian
Meditation
3:45 - Choir

15

9

10

16

17

23

24

ORACLE
DEADLINE
2:00 - Women’s
Bible Study
2:00 - Christian
Meditation
3:45 - Choir

21

22

9:00 - ESL
12:00 - Session
(Annual Lunch &
Learn)

2:00 - Christian
Meditation
3:45 - Choir

JUST COFFEE
DAY TRIP TO
AGUA PRIETA

28
9:00 - ESL

11:30 - FIA Team
Mtg
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