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Faithful Teamwork, Presbyterian Style

Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church recently celebrated the ordination and installation of Ruling Elders and
Deacons. I preached a sermon called “A Sacred Order,” in which I said, “Presbyterians order our ministries because
doing so helps to ensure that God has first place in our lives and in our church.”
Certainly, affirming that God has first place is not unique to Presbyterians. All Christians worship “one God, triune,
whom we adore.” But there are some features of the Presbyterian way of being church—especially when it comes to
church leadership—that distinguish Presbyterians from other Christian denominations.
Of the Presbyterian approach to church leadership, Ruling Elder Alyson Janke writes, “We are presbyterian, not
congregational or episcopal. Congregational types of churches make decisions in congregational meetings. Episcopal types of churches authorize their bishops to make decisions for the life of the church. Presbyterians come together in groups elected by the people they serve to make decisions. These elected people are called presbyters,
ruling elders and teaching elders (also called ministers of the Word and Sacrament). Very few decisions are made by
single individuals and very few decisions are made by vote of a congregation. Most decisions for the life of a congregation are made by the session. These range from providing for the worship, education and spiritual nurture of
people in the congregation to managing the physical property of the church and adopting a budget.”
Like many Presbyterian churches, Mountain Shadows Session empowers Ministry Teams (including the
Board of Deacons). Ministry Teams function as arms of the session and are accountable to it. Through Ministry Teams, the session provides for the congregation’s worship, education, spiritual nurture, and the management of
resources, but in an expansive, permission-giving spirit, rather than a top-down micromanaging way.
Nearly ten years ago, Mountain Shadows adopted the Team approach to ministry because effective Ministry
Teams can engage many congregants (including winter residents and congregants who are not church members) in serving God. At their best, Ministry Teams are small groups whose members care about one another, reflect on Scripture together, pray together, discern and carry out God’s purposes together according to each Team’s
mission and budget. Through the Ruling Elders who lead Ministry Teams, or through Elder-liaisons, Ministry
Teams keep the Session apprised of their efforts while enjoying creative freedom and friendships.
Please pray for all of Mountain Shadows’ Ministry Teams, and if you’re not serving on one of them, consider
getting involved. Please pray, as well, for the ordained leaders of our congregation, all of whose names are listed on
the back of every Sunday worship bulletin insert. Ask God to guide and prosper their ministries. Thank God for
women and men who accept the call to serve God through leadership and faithful teamwork, Presbyterian-style.
Yours in faith,

Pastor Rachel Srubas
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CARING
DEACONS CORNER
Judy Hans

Linda Linegar
Co-Moderator

George Gregg

Mary Anderson

Freja Cranston

Alida Wilkes
Co-Moderator

Deacon of the Month - Mary Anderson

Kathy Moyer
Rex Knorr

Carlton Wiens

“Lent” is the time of spiritual preparation prior to the Easter season. It is a time where we join Jesus in his great spiritual journey and his suffering on our behalf. The discipline of letting go of a
luxury allows us to gain something new. But the discipline of abstinence must be counterbalanced by disciplines of activity. The activity I have chosen to add to my life is actually a “pull
back” activity that Pastor Rachel’s recent sermon targeted. I will take time at the end of each of
the 40 days of Lent to read scripture and meditate on its meaning and importance to my life. This
allows me to nurture my soul and get strength for the race ahead. What will your “pull back to go
forward” activity be?"

HEALTH MINISTRY
EXPLORE BEFORE!
Let’s expand our understanding of helping services BEFORE a crisis dictates our choices!
Why not EXPLORE and take a ride with Senior Transportation NOW?
Why not EXPLORE and visit a friend at a senior care facility like Splendido, the Fountains,
Amber Lights, Brookdale, Fairwinds or Mountainview TODAY?
Why not let your family know what you have in mind for a future lifestyle transition BEFORE
change is upon you?
Please, Stop by the Health Ministry Table in March to pick up some print materials to expand your
understanding of the options available for transportation, housing, home help, hospice, and Medicare benefits.

Jayne Raffety - Health Ministry Moderator

(Cont’d)
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GATHERING
Christian Community Team
THE MAFIOSO MURDERS
Community Circle Players (CCP) proudly present The Mafioso Murders by Greg Lutz. CCP will
bring mobsters, mols, murder and bootleg hooch to the Mountain View Ballroom in SaddleBrooke
for your entertainment. At the end of the dress rehearsal you will be asked to help solve “who dun
it”!
MSPC congregants and guests are invited to the dress rehearsal on Friday, April 6 at 1:30 pm in
the MVCC ballroom in SaddleBrooke. The cost is $10.00 per person. Please make your checks
payable to Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church (MSPC). On the memo line of your check
please put “Dress Rehearsal”. The money will be applied to MSPC’s debt reduction. Shawne Cryderman is the producer of the show and plays the part of Angel Scampini. Judi Brauns plays the accountant, Abey Cus and Skip Brauns will be the “sound guy”.
Attendees are encouraged to eat lunch before the performance at the HOA2 Mesquite Grill. Arrangements can be made with the Mesquite Grill to have tables set aside for our group to be seated/
served separately if there is enough interest. Each attendee will be responsible for paying for
their lunch.
For more information, please see David Raffety, Judi or Skip Brauns or Shawne Cryderman. Please
sign up on the RSVP list on the Ramada. Please indicate if you will be attending just the dress rehearsal or both the luncheon and dress rehearsal.

Shawne Cryderman, CCMT Moderator

Membership
NEW MEMBERSHIP LUNCH & LEARN HAS BEEN CANCELLED
The Lunch & Learn scheduled for March 4th at 11:30 am to learn about church membership at Mountain Shadows has been cancelled. It will be rescheduled at a later date.

HELP WITH THE ONLINE DIRECTORY
Here is how to update your profile to the online directory.
My intention was to show how to add a new photo, but writing instructions would be too lengthy.
So, in the interest of space, I refer you to a 2 ½ minute video that is very easy to follow. This video
includes updating your entire profile.
Go to the link below:
https://support.onlinechurchdirectory.com/knowledgebase/updating-your-profile/
If you need additional help with the Online Directory, please contact me at 520-247-6016.

Carlton Wiens, Membership Team
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WORSHIP & MUSIC:
Lent is very much upon us! And Easter will sneak up on April 1st! No fooling!
Vocal solos, duets and quartets are planned for the reminder of Lent, along with instrumentalists. It
is so exciting to have a plethora of musicians within our congregation and they are all willing to
share their musical talents! We are truly blessed!
Palm Sunday - The hand bell choir is practicing two pieces that will prayerfully begin Holy Week
services. Our instrumentalists will add their talents to the choir anthem, congregational singing and
the procession into the sanctuary.
Maundy Thursday - Patricia Harris, the Tucson Symphony Orchestra harpist will provide beautiful
and reflective music for the service. The choir is preparing an anthem that tells the story of the “Last
Supper” and the great command to love one another as Jesus has loved us.
Easter Sunday - the choir and our brass trio will provide lively music praising God and proclaiming the miracle of Easter…“Mary, O Mary do not be afraid. You will not find Him where He was
laid. Go tell the others what you have found. Glory, Glory, Glory Jesus Christ is Lord!” There is
more to come in the April Oracle.
All the musicians – singers, instrumentalists, ringers and I are looking forward to sharing our music
with you for the remainder of Lent, Holy Week and Easter Sunday. Join with us as we raise our
voices & instruments in song, praying to the one who has saved us.
If you have any thoughts about joining us, please don’t hesitate to contact me! Singers, Ringers &
Instrumentalists – ALL are welcome!
Please call or email me (520-982-2437 or bcdame@comcast.net)

Charmaine Piane-Dame, Music Director

LEARNING
Adult Faith Formation
Christian Meditation Group
Meets Thursdays at 2:00 p.m. in the Chapel
Jesus taught his followers, including you and me, to pull back from our busyness, quiet down, and
be renewed by the Holy One. For this reason, Mountain Shadows offers Christian Meditation gatherings every Thursday afternoon at 2:00. Anyone who seeks it may find in the little chapel on our
church property a sacred, silent space in which to retreat with God among kindred searchers. For
more information contact Pamela Schultz (520-825-1722) or George Gregg (520-818-1862).
.

Women’s Bible Study of the Book of Hebrews
The Women’s Horizons Bible Study Group will meet Thursday, March 1st and 8th at 2:00 pm
in Rm 3. Lesson Six “In Community with Reality of the Present” will be discussed on March 1st
and Lesson Seven “In Community with the Hope of the Future” will be discussed on March 8th.
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FINANCE
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent months, year-todate results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results. If you have questions
about the Church’s finances, please contact David Raffety, Treasurer, at 520-544-7397 or Jeff
States, Elder & Finance Moderator at 520-268-8956.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
January
2018

------------January
Actual

Regular Offerings
Other Income
Total Income

$

2018
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

32,025
98
32,122

Total Expense

$

Income less Expense

$

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

$

32,025
98
32,122

17,952

$

14,170

$

2017
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

36,100
185
36,285

$

35,109
376
35,485

17,952

$

25,928

$

26,468

14,170

$

10,358

$

9,017

GIVING
STEWARDSHIP
Per Capita Sunday-March 18, 2018
Each year the Presbyterian Church (USA) sends an assessment to every church in the Presbytery
based upon the number of members reported by the Clerk of the Session. This assessment only applies to church members. Affiliate members, visitors, and friends of the church are not included in
the assessment.
This year our assessment is based upon 136 members as of December 2016. Unlike denominational offerings which are voluntary, this “per capita” assessment is sent to each church as a bill to
be paid. The money goes to fund the work and ministries of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
throughout the country. Each governing body above the Session has staff members and expenses
that support the work of the church.
Mountain Shadow’s assessment for 2018 is $5,304 or $39 per member. We paid this obligation to
the Presbytery in February out of Mountain Shadow’s operating budget. By contributing your portion of the per capita you free up dollars in our regular budget for use in the ministry and mission
programs of our congregation. March 18th has been designated as Per Capita Sunday. Please
consider contributing to replace the per capita funds paid out of the operating budget. Thank you in
advance for your response.

Jeff States, Finance Moderator & Elder
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STEWARDSHIP - Cont’d
Through week six of the 2018 stewardship campaign, here are the results compared
with previous years:
Week 6 Stewardship Results
Total $
Year
Total Pledges
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014

83
75
77
82
79

$
$
$
$
$

235,750
228,237
217,230
206,136
188,644

For those who have made a pledge, thank you for your support of Mountain Shadows and the positive impact we are making in our community and the world. If you have not yet made a pledge, it’s
not too late. Please see Dave Smith or David Raffety to get a pledge card, or contact our office
manager Judy Leonard if you are out of town and want to make a pledge. Thank you.

Dave Smith, Stewardship Ministry Moderator
“Please think about your legacy, because you’re writing it every day.” - Gary Vaynerchuk
… a thought from the Legacy Ministry
As incoming Mission Elder, I am in awe of the commitment to Mission at Mountain Shadows! There are so
many examples of this commitment to our mission to be
MISSION AND OUTREACH
Centered in Christ, Caring for Community, that I feel
humbled and blessed to be a part of this ministry. Thank you, Elizabeth Houle, for your leadership
and guidance. You will be missed!

VENTURING

Mountain Shadow’s Mission and Outreach can only exist so successfully with the strong spiritual
leadership of our Mission Connectors. All members and friends of Mountain Shadow’s are invited
to join one of the teams. I have listed them below along with their Mission Connector:
 Refugee Resettlement & Middle Eastern Presbyterian Fellowship: Dennis Nelson,
Connector
 Cross Street Ministries: Alida Wilkes and Helen Wiens, Connectors
 Presbyterian Campus Ministry: Sally Penner, Connector
 Young Adult Volunteers (YAV): Elizabeth Houle, Connector
 Just Coffee Frontera de Cristo: Irene Camp, Connector
 Food Bank Deliveries: Kathy Soerens, Connector
 Interfaith Community Services: Sherwin and Karen Koopmans, Connectors
 Impact of Southern Arizona: Nan Nasser, Connector
 Tri-Community Food Bank Mammoth: Nan Nasser, Connector
 Faith in Action: Laura Carey, Connector
(Cont’d)
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MISSION AND OUTREACH - cont’d

There is a lot happening for Mission & Outreach during the month of March:


March 3rd: Interfaith Community Services (ICS) Empty Bowls fundraiser. (see article
below)



March 4th: Commissioning of FIA Team Leaders during worship



March 4th: Food collection for Tri-Community Food Bank



March 4th: Just Coffee sales: Irene Camp Connector



March 10th: A Night of Hope, Frontero de Cristo 2018 Capital Campaign Kickoff at
Northminster Presbyterian Church (see article below)



March 11th: Faith in Action Sunday and Celebration Luncheon (see article below)



March 18th: Just Coffee sales: Irene Camp Connector



March 25th: Socks/Hand-Me-Down collection for Cross Street Ministries

Laura Carey, Mission and Outreach Elder
Refugee News
Amphitheater High School, located at Stone and Yavapai (just east of Oracle), is providing a new
opportunity to serve refugees. As part of their English as a Second Language program (ESL) volunteers read one-on-one with students. Many of these young people are struggling to read at a 3 rd or
4th grade level even though they are in the 9th and 10th grade.
Starting late last year, fewer refugees are entering the United States. Mountain Shadows’ guidance
agency, Tucson Refugee Ministry, advises church mission groups to concentrate their efforts towards refugee families that are already here. Volunteering to help a student to read and improve
their English is just one way that you can help improve their lives.
Please contact Dennis Nelson, dennis.nelsie@gmail.com to learn more about this important and rewarding hands-on mission opportunity.

Dennis Neslson, Connector
As part of ICS's commitment to self-sufficiency, an innovative new program
focuses on improving the economic well-being of single moms and their children. How? By aiding them in pursuing a college education. Three of these
Single Mom Scholars graduated from Pima College in nursing last December,
ten more began college in January. Sixty are on the wait list to better their lives
and those of their children.
One way to support ICS: Empty Bowls Fundraiser, March 3, 11 AM-1:30 PM, Tucson Chinese
Cultural Center, 1288 W. River Road. You must purchase tickets ahead: www.icstucson.org

Sherwin & Karen Koopmans, Connectors
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

Faith in Action Sunday
March 11, 2018
“They will know we are Christians by our love…”

Faith in Action Sunday (FIA) is quickly approaching! The final opportunity to sign-up is Sunday, March 4th. All are invited to share their faith by participating in one of ten FIA projects. If
you are not available to participate in any of the projects, you are always welcome to put your faith
in action by making monetary donations, bringing items to donate (see list below), and/or by participating in the FIA Celebration Luncheon that follows Worship on March 11 th. Please make all of
these intentions known at the FIA Table this Sunday.
Donated Items Needed for Projects:
The FIA table is where you can sign-up and obtain information about what each project is collecting and leave your generously donated items. Three of the FIA projects this year require items
to be collected:
 Reading Seed Children’s Book Collection Project:
New or gently used children’s reading books are needed for early readers ages 5-9. These
are for children reading below grade level. The team will also be purchasing books so monetary donations are welcome. Lynn Parker is the project lead.
 Sister Jose Women’s Shelter Project:
The team will be collecting gently used or new women’s clothing and hygiene products for
this project. This includes casual seasonal clothing, shoes, socks and underwear (NEW),
and hygiene products any size. A list with details is at FIA table or contact Elizabeth Houle.
 Tri-Community Food Bank:
Six specific kitchen utensils and cleaning products are needed by seniors in the Mammoth
area. All can be found at the “Dollar Tree” for $1 each. A list with details is at the FIA table
or contact Fran Bonewitz or Nan Nasser.
Don’t Forget! Special Worship Schedule on Sunday, March 11th:
FIA projects will start at 9:00 AM and end in time for Sunday worship at 11:00 AM. The Celebration Luncheon will follow worship at 12:00 PM. Please sign up for the Luncheon at the FIA
Table! As in prior years, we are asking that if you are planning on staying for lunch to please bring
a sandwich cut in quarters. Sandwiches should be dropped off in the kitchen on the 11th between
9:00 AM and 11:00 AM. Using the donated sandwiches the kitchen crew, led by Suz Mahler, will
provide a delicious lunch for all.

Laura Carey, Mission Connector for Faith in Action
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

Support Tri Community Food Bank While You Shop
On the third Thursday of every month, Eleanor Geiger has a wine social and crafts fair in her home
to help support a local charity. This year 20% of all her sales will go to one of Mountain Shadow’s mission projects, the Tri Community Food Bank in Mammoth.
At the Third Thursdays at Three events, there’s lots of laughter, some wine, and many sewn bags
and totes, scarves, purses in a variety of styles and sizes, magnetic flowers, and much more—all
reasonably priced. Bring a friend and enjoy shopping for a worthy cause from 3:00-5:00 pm.
39943 Hollywood Way, Saddlebrook.
Upcoming dates are March 15th and April 19th. Call Eleanor Geiger if you need a special gift at
any time, 703-919-8418.

JUST COFFEE NEWS
COFFEE SALES AHEAD OF LAST YEAR’S SALES
As we begin the new year 2018, coffee sales have been brisk. So far we have sold 90 pounds for
the first two months of the year. The five pound bag is also becoming more popular.
Here are a couple of hints for those of you who drink Just Coffee, and those who don’t.
 Couple your love of Just Coffee with a prayer time. As you open a new bag of coffee you
will notice a name of a grower. Though that person is unknown to you, he or she is depending on your purchase for his/her livelihood. Open your coffee bag with a prayer for
this person.
 Tell others about Just Coffee. There is an excellent brochure that you can pick up at the
coffee table. Just Coffee almost sells itself because of its taste, USDA approved organic,
price, and purpose. You might even donate a bag to someone who would appreciate special coffee and thereby secure a new customer.
 Buy a pound of Just Coffee on the first Sunday of the month, and immediately carry it to
the food bank table. With one purchase you will benefit two ministries.
We have had a goal of selling 400 pounds for two years. Can we make it 500 this year?

Irene Camp, Connector
FRONTERA DE CRISTO ANNOUNCES THEIR 2018 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Frontera de Cristo is one of the PCUSA border ministry sites.. Mountain Shadows has a strong connection with Frontera de Cristo This ministry works with churches on both sides of the border to
do justice, love, mercy and to work humbly with God.
Frontera de Cristo will kick off its capital campaign with “A Night of Hope” on March 10 th at
Northminister Presbyterian Church, in Tucson from 5-7 p.m. Participants will be treated to a
wonderful carne asada dinner, silent auction, raffles and special guest speakers from its ministries in
(Cont’d)
Agua Prieta.
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

This Capital Campaign will strengthen and expand the ministries of its children’s enrichment program, the impact on Café Justo y Mas and their ministry partner CRREDA, a drug rehabilitation
ministry. Mountain Shadows has purchased a table for 10 for this event. The cost is $20.00
per person. If you would like to attend or learn more about the event contact Elizabeth HouleNelson at 400-3065.

Elizabeth Houle


DON’T FORGET OUR EMAIL
ADDRESS:

MSPCOFFICE@GMAIL.COM
DUE DATES: April 2018 Oracle articles are
due to Office Manager Judy Leonard on
Thursday, March 15th.
Food Bank donations collected Mar. 4th will
be donated to Tri-Community Food Bank.

Please sign up to Greet, Donate
Flowers, Usher, and provide the
ministry of Hospitality on Sunday mornings. Sign-up sheets are
on the table under the Ramada.

Church Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
8:15 am - 1:15 pm

VISIT US ONLINE
Missed the latest sermon? Need to refer the
latest Sunday bulletin? Visit our website at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org. Click on
the Resource tab and find the heading “Sermons”
or “Sunday Bulletins”. It is as easy as that! What
a great way to stay connected to Mountain
Shadows Church, even if you are unable
to attend Sunday worship.

HOME COMMUNION
Mountain Shadows provides Holy Communion to those unable to attend worship. Servers visit folks on the first Sunday of the month. Call the church office (520-8257858) to schedule a Home Communion visit for
yourself or loved one.
Judy Leonard, Office Manager, will be out of
the office March 5th through March 9th.

E-Oracle Newsletter!
Receive your Oracle via email. Contact Office Manager, Judy Leonard, at
mspcoffice@gmail.com to be added to the email list. Those who want to continue to receive
a paper copy, please pick up your Oracle the 1st Sunday of the month, under the ramada.
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March 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Office Manager, Judy Leonard, will be out of the office from
March 5th - March 9th. The office will be closed during this
period.

4

11
Faith-In-Action
Sunday
9:00 - Projects
Start
11:00 -Worship
Followed by
Lunch

18

5
2:00 Becoming an
Ally Book
Group

12
2:00 Becoming an
Ally Book
Group

Holy Week
Begins
Palm
Sunday

4:00 Handbells

13
4:00 Handbells

7
9:00 - ESL

14

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9

10

16

17

23

24

30

31

2:00 - Women’s
Bible Study
2:00 - Christian
Meditation
3:45 - Choir

8
2:00 - Women’s
Bible Study
2:00 - Christian
Meditation
3:45 - Choir

15

1:00 - CCMT Mtg
9:00 - ESL
2:00 - Christian
2:30 - Finance
4:00 - Stewardship Meditation
3:45 - Choir
Oracle Articles
Due

19

Per Capita
Sunday

25

6

Thu

26
4:00 - Health
Ministry Mtg

20

21

4:00 Handbells

No ESL
1:00 Session

27
4:00 Handbells

28
9:00 - ESL

22
2:00 - Christian
Meditation
3:45 - Choir

29
Maundy
Thursday
2:00 - Christian
Meditation
3:45 - Choir
5:00 Worship

Office Closed
Good Friday
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