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MSPC Newsletter
Communicating Good News:
It’s Every Christian’s Ministry

If you cannot preach like Peter,
if you cannot pray like Paul,
you can tell the love of Jesus…says the lyric
of the traditional African American spiritual,
“Balm in Gilead,” which is hymn number 494 in our Glory to God hymnal.
Communicating the love of Jesus is every Christian’s ministry to do, and there are as many
ways to communicate that good news as there are people whom Jesus loves. Here are just a few
ways that you might put into practice The Great Commission of the risen Jesus to his followers:
“Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.” (Mark 16:15).
1. Tell a friend who doesn’t have a church home, “My church celebrates God’s love for
everyone without exception. You could come to church with me on Sunday at 10:00 and
hear a message of love.”
2. When you’re in a conversation with friends who are discouraged or cynical about the
state of the world, tell them about the reasons, rooted in God’s saving love for the
whole world, that your own joy is ultimately greater than your concern. Give concrete examples of the ways that God has worked through the hardships in your life to
bring about hope and healing.
3. Send an email to Office Manager Judy Leonard mspcoffice@gmail.com about the
good news of your Ministry Team’s ways of serving God through our church. Ask
Judy to include that announcement in the Oracle newsletter and Sunday worship bulletin
insert. Invite other congregants to participate in the ministries that you find life-giving.
4. Send the same good news about ministry to Dan Linegar dan.linegar@gmail.com and
Jayne Raffety jmraffety@comcast.net, who publicize Mountain Shadows’ ministries on
the church website (www.mountainshadowschurch.org) and on Facebook.
5. Ask the Co-Moderators of Mountain Shadows’ new Communications Ministry
Team, JJ Johnston and Tony Zoellner, about the emerging goals and objectives of their
team, and ways you may support its efforts to communicate good news.
6. Send a note to a congregant whom you haven’t seen in worship for a while. Remind
them that they are loved and valued by God and by their community of faith.
Celebrating with you the good news of our life in the Risen Christ,

Pastor Rachel Srubas
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CARING
DEACONS CORNER
Judy Hans
George Gregg

Mary Anderson

Freja Cranston

Linda Linegar
Co-Moderator

Alida Wilkes
Co-Moderator

Deacon Linda Linegar, Co-Moderator

Kathy Moyer
Rex Knorr

Carlton Wiens

Taking prayer requests during Sunday worship is one of the ways that Deacons care for our congregation. These prayer requests are spoken during worship, except for the first Sunday of the month
when they are written and placed in the offering baskets. Each week, these requests are printed in
the bulletin insert. Sometimes prayers are general about health concerns, relationship conflicts,
grieving and pain, as well as joyful occasions. Often names are shared to ask for specific prayers. I
am reminded in the following verse that Jesus does indeed heal us from painful situations —“The
One who made us knows how to mend us. He is the Great Physician, the only One who can heal
body, soul, and spirit. His appointment calendar is never too full . . . His schedule is never too busy .
. . His diagnosis is accurate . . . His treatment is gentle . . . His results are wonderful.” I hope these
words inspire and encourage you to offer your own prayers in Jesus’ name as you read the prayer
list this Sunday. Be assured that God hears each one!

HEALTH MINISTRY

Are you, a friend, or family member at risk for falls?
Take this quiz to find out.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention www.cdc.gov/injury tells us: “Each year thousands
of older Americans fall at home. Many of them are seriously injured and some are disabled. Falls
are often due to hazards that easy to overlook but easy to fix.”
Please Stop by the HEALTH MINISTRY display table in APRIL for some good strategies and adaptations that can help you to prevent falls .

(Cont’d)
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HEALTH MINISTRY - cont’d

Jayne Raffety - Health Ministry Moderator

GATHERING
Christian Community Team
A Theater Production: THE MAFIOSO MURDERS
Community Circle Players (CCP) proudly present The Mafioso Murders by Greg Lutz. CCP will
bring mobsters, mols, murder and bootleg hooch to the Mountainview Ballroom in SaddleBrooke
for your entertainment. At the end of the dress rehearsal you will be asked to help solve “who
dunnit!”
MSPC congregants and guests are invited to the dress rehearsal on Friday, April 6 at 1:30 pm in
the Mountainview Ballroom in SaddleBrooke. The cost is $10.00 per person. Please make your
checks payable to Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church (MSPC). On the memo line of your
check please put “Dress Rehearsal.” The money will be applied to MSPC’s debt reduction.
Shawne Cryderman is the producer of the show and plays the part of Angel Scampini. Judi Brauns
plays the accountant, Abey Cus and Skip Brauns will be the “sound guy”.
Attendees are encouraged to eat lunch before the performance at the HOA2 Mesquite Grill. Arrangements can be made with the Mesquite Grill to have tables set aside for our group to be seated/
served separately if there is enough interest. Each attendee will be responsible for paying for
their lunch.
For more information, please see David Raffety, Judi or Skip Brauns or Shawne Cryderman. Please
sign up on the RSVP list on the Ramada. Please indicate if you will be attending just the dress rehearsal or both the luncheon and dress rehearsal.

Shawne Cryderman, CCMT Moderator
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Membership

Thinking about becoming a member of
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church?
Mark your calendar and follow these steps:
Step 1: Church Membership Lunch & Learn: Sunday, April 15 at 11:30 a.m.
Following worship, enjoy a no-cost, no-obligation meal. Learn about what it means
to belong to this particular congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA).

Step 2: Reception into Church Membership by the Session (the congregation’s leadership
council): Wednesday, April at 2:00 p.m. Those who have completed step one and wish to become
church members will have a friendly conversation with Session elders of the church and be received into membership.
Step 3: Public Welcome of New Members during Worship: Sunday, April 22 at 10:00 a.m.
Newly-received church members will come forward during worship to be briefly introduced, welcomed, and affirmed through prayer.
Questions? Contact Deborah Derting, Membership Ministry Team Moderator, at 520-603-0896 or
mdderting@yahoo.com.

WORSHIP & MUSIC:
No grave could conquer, no stone could hide, no death could hold back the Lord inside…
Jesus Christ is risen! Let hallelujahs ring!
Easter Sunday morning at the 8 am & 10 am services, we will welcome our own brass trio – Julie Wiens, Rod Hutton and JJ Johnson. The trio will also join the choir on the anthem, Glory, Glory,
Glory! This joyful Easter anthem resonates with gospel style. Regular syncopation, blues harmonies, and repetitive layered refrains combine as the choir sings Jesus Christ is risen! Let hallelujahs
ring! With the addition of brass, Easter morning will be glorious!
Later in April, you will hear the entire anthem, We Should Glory in the Cross. We sang the refrain
as a postlude in March. We are reminded that through the Glory of the Cross we are saved and delivered. John and Carol Reid will add beautiful instrumentation to this timely anthem.
The choir will once again sing the anthem written by Chris Tackett, for Mountain Shadows’ 20 th
Anniversary, I Lift My Eyes. If you were away last October, you will have a chance to hear this
gorgeous piece in April.
AND – the Hand Bell Choir will play one last time this spring on April 22! There are a few more
surprises before the Singer- Ringer season ends. Stay tuned!
If you have any thoughts about joining us, please don’t hesitate to contact me! Singers, Ringers &
Instrumentalists – ALL are welcome! I’m always looking for extra musicians during the summer!
Please call or email me (520-982-2437 or bcdame@comcast.net)

Charmaine Piane-Dame, Music Director
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LEARNING
Adult Faith Formation
Christian Meditation Group
Meets Thursdays at 2:00 p.m. in the Chapel
You are invited to pray with those who gather for Christian Meditation on Thursdays at 2:00 p.m.
Each Thursday gathering includes a time of contemplative teaching, a 20-minute period of silent
meditation, and spoken opening and closing prayers. Consider these words of the closing prayer: In
the silence of this room may all the suffering, violence, and confusion of the world encounter the
power that will console, renew, and uplift the human spirit. Please join us.
.

Women’s Bible Study of the Book of Hebrews
The Women’s Horizons Bible Study Group will meet Thursday, April 5th and April 12th at
2:00 pm in Rm 3. Lesson Eight “In Community with the Household of Faith” will be discussed on
April 5th and Lesson Nine “In Community with All the Saints” will be discussed on April 12th.
Check out our new addition to the Church Library: Toxic Charity: How Churches and
Charities Hurt Those They Help by Robert Lupton.
Learning with God's People who are LGBTQ:
Sunday, April 8
If you are interested in learning more about how our Christian faith leads us to understand and
honor people who are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, or Questioning, please read on.
Beginning on Sunday, April 8th, Santa Catalina Church (14380 N. Oracle Rd., just north of
Mountain Shadows) is hosting a series of forums for LGBTQ people, their family, friends and
possible allies. The people of Mountain Shadows Church are invited to attend.
Anyone interested in attending the April 8 forum may join Pamela Schultz and Cassi Fraley
for lunch (provided in Room 3) at 11:30 after worship. Then we'll carpool or caravan to Santa Catalina Church. Please sign up on the patio so we have an idea of how many sandwiches to
bring. See you there!

Elder Cassi Fraley, Learning Ministry Team 520-342-7732

TENDING

Session News

The current Session of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church consists of the following Ruling
Elders: Mary Ann Butler, Laura Carey, Cassi Fraley, Rod Hutton, Dan Linegar, Pamela
Schultz, and Jeff States, plus Session Moderator Rachel Srubas, who is a Teaching Elder
(Minister of Word and Sacrament) and Clerk Skip Brauns, who is an ordained Ruling Elder not
currently serving on the Session. Recently Al Johnson chose to resign from the Session and Ministry Teams to pursue new personal priorities. In a separate decision, Allison Townsend also resigned from the Session to focus on her studies in a new high school. We thank God for the year of
leadership Al and Allison dedicated to Mountain Shadows while serving on the Session. (Cont’d)
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Session - cont’d

The Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church (USA) provides this explanation for the role of
Ruling Elders who serve on the Session:
“As there were in Old Testament times elders for the government of the people, so the New Testament church provided persons with particular gifts to share in discernment of God’s Spirit and governance of God’s people. Accordingly, congregations should elect persons of wisdom and maturity
of faith, having demonstrated skills in leadership and being compassionate in spirit. Ruling elders
are so named not because they “lord it over” the congregation (Matt. 20:25), but because they are
chosen by the congregation to discern and measure its fidelity to the Word of God, and to strengthen
and nurture its faith and life. Ruling elders, together with teaching elders, exercise leadership, government, spiritual discernment, and discipline and have responsibilities for the life of a congregation
as well as the whole church, including ecumenical relationships.”
An article titled “Building a Community of Faith, Hope, Love, and Witness in the Presbyterian
Church (USA)” provides this explanation of the Session’s collective responsibilities:
“The session is responsible for governing the congregation and guiding its witness to the sovereign
activity of God in the world so that the congregation is and becomes a community of faith, hope,
love and witness. In seeking to help the congregation be and become this community, the session
has an important role as it engages in prayerful discernment and attends to how God’s Spirit may be
at work in the congregation and in the broader community. Along these lines, we recognize that ruling elders are provided with particular gifts to share in discernment of God’s Spirit and governance
of God’s people and that together with teaching elders, exercise leadership, government, spiritual
discernment and discipline and have responsibilities for the life a congregation as well as the whole
church…”
Please pray for Mountain Shadows’ Ruling Elders and for the Session they comprise.

Pastor Rachel Srubas

FINANCE
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent months, year-todate results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results. If you have questions
about the Church’s finances, please contact David Raffety, Treasurer, at 520-544-7397 or Jeff
States, Elder & Finance Moderator at 520-268-8956.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
February
2018

------------February
Actual

Regular Offerings
Other Income
Total Income

$

Total Expense
Income less Expense

2018
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

18,460
813
19,273

$
$

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

$

50,485
911
51,395

19,362

$

(89)

$

2017
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

70,200
1,021
71,221

$

68,064
872
68,936

37,314

$

47,522

$

41,118

14,082

$

23,699

$

27,818
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GIVING

Thru March 18, 2018, the results of the stewardship campaign compared with previous
years was within 2% of the all-time total we
STEWARDSHIP
achieved last year. We thank all of you for
Final Stewardship Campaign Results
Year
Total Pledges
Total $ Pledged the support you have provided MSPC this past
year and for the commitments you have made
2018
84
$ 236,350
for 2018. May we continue to make a positive im2017
81
$ 239,517
pact upon our local community and the surrounding
2016
77
$ 217,230
2015
82
$ 206,136
world.
2014

81

$ 191,844

Dave Smith, Stewardship Ministry Moderator

“Please think about your legacy, because you’re writing it every day.” - Gary Vaynerchuk
… a thought from the Legacy Ministry
Mission and Outreach continues to be very active even as
we now start to enter our “slow” period at Mountain
Shadows. I had the privilege as new Elder to participate
MISSION AND OUTREACH
in many of the special events over the past few weeks:
Irene Camp continues to lead us in our mission partnership with Frontera de Cristo and arranged for 13 MSPC folks to participate in a border immersion trip to Aqua Prieta and witness the
wonders and ministry going on at the U.S./Mexico border. It was truly a spiritual and eye opening
experience to see and experience the life of ministry of the border. We worshipped, ate, and
served alongside ministry partners in Agua Prieta, Sonora and Douglas, Arizona. Irene also led us
in participating in the Una Noche de Esperanza (a Night of Hope) for Frontera de Cristo, a fundraiser that will enable this border ministry to continue and expand.
Approximately 65 MSPC folks actively participated in this year’s Faith in Action Sunday on
March 11th where they joyfully sang for seniors, completed yard work projects for neighbors in
Catalina and MSPC, completed and packed approximately 110 little dresses for girls in Africa,
cleaned and readied approximately 150 early reader books for children of Reading Seed, created
70+ Easter cards for mobile meals recipients of Interfaith Community Services, sorted bags and
bags of clothing and hygiene products for the women of Sister Jose Women’s Center, sorted and
readied kitchen utensils and cleaning supplies for recipients of Tri-Community Food Bank in
Mammoth, and learned about and wrote letters to three MSPC Mission Partners. Faith in Action
Sunday ended with a luncheon celebration that was enjoyed by all. The Spirit of the Lord could be
felt and witnessed at MSPC that Sunday! Thank you to all who led projects, participated in the
projects, generously contributed to FIA, joined us for lunch, or were with us in Spirit and
Love!
Here is what is happening for Mission & Outreach during the month of April:
April 1st (Easter Sunday): Food collection for Interfaith Community Services (we will be collecting food at both services on Easter Sunday)
April 1st (Easter Sunday): Just Coffee sales for Frontera de Cristo
April 15th: Just Coffee sales for Frontera de Cristo
April 29th: Socks/Hand-Me-Down collection for Cross Street Ministries

VENTURING

Laura Cary, Mission & Outreach Elder
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

Food Bank Donations

Mountain Shadows’ monthly food donations are distributed on rotating basis
to Interfaith Community Services (ICS), Impact of Southern Arizona
(IMPACT) and Tri-Community Food Bank (TCFB). Deliveries are made after
the first Sunday of each month. Kathy Soerens coordinates the delivery schedule
and is looking for volunteers to deliver to Impact in May and August, and ICS in
July. Please contact Kathy at 520-825-3126 or kasnbob@aol.com if you can deliver food one or all of these three months.
For the month of April donations will be delivered to ICS.
Suggested guidelines when donating items to any of the food banks:
 NO soups or canned veggies - they are popular among the clients, but the most donated
items.
 DO consider protein – canned meats, peanut butter, canned Italian meals with protein
(read the labels).
 DO consider hygiene items - toothbrushes, feminine needs, disposable razors, and toilet
paper.
 They have enjoyed Just Coffee!
 DO purchase items in plastic containers, not glass!
 NO expired items. Please check expiration dates before you donate off your pantry
shelves. Outdated items must be opened, contents emptied, and containers disposed. This
is time consuming.
Please remember our neighbors! When school is not in session, children can go for days
without food. After one particular weekend, a little boy told his Monday teacher that all he had
eaten for those few days was one hot dog. Kids can’t learn if they are hungry: Tri-Community
Food Bank serves over 700 children each month.

Nan Nasser
Refugee News
Thanks to all who participated in preparing books for Reading Seeds, a Literacy Connects
program, on Faith in Action Sunday. Check out their website literacyconnects.org.
As part of Amphi’s ESL program, Mountain Shadows Church members continue to read with refugee students at Amphitheater High School. There are now four on the volunteer roster who have
completed the required background check. Contact Dennis Nelson dennis.nelsie@gmail.com if interested in becoming a part of this important mission project.
You can make a contribution to Amphitheater High School through the Arizona School Tax Credit.
Arizona School Tax Credits are used to help pay for extracurricular school programs that include
band, athletics, library and science clubs, field trips and many more activities. For example, Amuri
Apenge, Sifa Mwenge’s oldest son, would have had to pay $75 to join the soccer team last year,
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

however the fee for physical and administrative costs were reduced to $25 because of a special program to benefit refugee student-athletes which was funded by tax credit donations.
For additional information about the Tax Credit and how to make a contribution, contact Amphitheater District Business Manager Cliff Wadhams at 520-696-5123 or email: cwadhams@amphi.com.
TWELVE MSPC CONGREGANTS GO THE
DOUGLAS/AGUA PRIETA BORDER
Early, Friday, February 23rd, a contingency from Mountain Shadows left for a day of
learning at the Douglas/Agua Prieta border. Rev. Mark Adams, the mission pastor of Frontera de
Cristo (one the five PCUSA border missions) met us with fresh coffee (of course) at the Frontera de
Cristo office in Douglas. After introductions, through three vivid illustrations, Mark explained how
customs between the US and Mexico are different, but not wrong. (You perhaps have heard of
Mexican time?)
After the presentation, we boarded the Frontera de Cristo 14 passenger bus for a brief tour of Douglas that ended six miles to the East of where the US/Mexico border fence ends. Mark explained that
crossers can step across the border, but they face an impossible task of crossing desert and mountains. At this point Mark also gave us a history lesson of the border reaching back decades.
Crossing the border into Mexico, we next visited the Douglas-Prieta gardens. These gardens are a
miracle to witness. Women of the neighborhood under the supervision of Miriam Adams, Mark's
wife, have created beautiful gardens from land that was mostly trash and useless soil. The aim is to
provide fresh food for those who labor there, and also teach others how to create gardens of their
own. The women of the project served us a wonderful lunch and explained their work in more detail.
Following lunch, we traveled to the Just Coffee roasting facility and also the newly constructed coffee house. Adrian, the marketing manager, welcomed us and explained how Just Coffee began and
its hopes for the future. We also were shown the whole roasting process. We of course had an opportunity to get another cup of coffee at Just Coffee y Mas and learn of their community projects,
such as a teen program and employment for recent graduates of CREDDO, a drug rehabilitation organization.
Our final experience of the day was a time of scripture, prayer and reflection on the Mexican side of
the wall. All participants agreed that it was day well spent filled with new knowledge and much
emotion.

Irene Camp, Connector

IN MEMORY OF Fred Emery
We give thanks to God for Fred Emery, who died into everlasting life in January of this year.
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church received gifts in memory of Fred, totaling $785.00. Anna
Belle Emery has arranged for Mountain Shadows to donate this amount to Boy Scout Troop 299, of
which Mountain Shadows charter member Steve Odenkirk is Assistant Scout Master. While honoring the memory of Fred Emery, who was an Eagle Scout and dedicated scout leader, the memorial
gift will support scouts who wish to attend summer camp and will help provide training for adults
to become trained scout leaders. Thanks be to God for everyone whose generosity made this gift
possible.
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Thank YOU
I just wanted to take a minute and thank you for all the cards and well wishes
during my recent recovery from surgery. I truly appreciate the kindness and caring that this congregation gives and find it a joy to come to work every day.
Again, thank you.

Judy Leonard, Office Manager


DON’T FORGET OUR EMAIL
ADDRESS:

MSPCOFFICE@GMAIL.COM
DUE DATES: May 2018 Oracle articles are
due to Office Manager Judy Leonard on
Monday, April 16th.
Food Bank donations collected
Sunday, April 1st will be donated to
Interfaith Community Services
(ICS). See page 8 for details.
Please sign up to Greet, Donate
Flowers, Usher, and provide the
ministry of Hospitality on Sunday mornings. Sign-up sheets are
on the table under the Ramada.

Church Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
8:15 am - 1:15 pm

VISIT US ONLINE
Missed the latest sermon? Need to refer to
the latest Sunday bulletin? Visit our website at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org. Click on
the Resource tab and find the heading “Sermons”
or “Sunday Bulletins”. It is as easy as that! What
a great way to stay connected to Mountain
Shadows Church, even if you are unable
to attend Sunday worship.

HOME COMMUNION
Mountain Shadows provides Holy Communion to those unable to attend worship. Servers visit folks on the first Sunday of the month. Call the church office (520-8257858) to schedule a Home Communion visit for
yourself or loved one.

Nametags are Available for Pick-Up!
If you signed up to receive a nametag, please
pick it up at the back of the church, or contact Carlton Wiens at 520-247-6016 or
cwiens2@mac.com

E-Oracle Newsletter!
Receive your Oracle via email. Contact Office Manager, Judy Leonard, at
mspcoffice@gmail.com to be added to the email list. Those who want to continue to receive
a paper copy, please pick up your Oracle the 1st Sunday of the month, under the ramada.
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April 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

One Great Hour
of Sharing

Parking Lot
Maintenance

9:00 - ESL

Easter
Worship at
8:00 & 10:00

8

9

10

11:30 Lunch in Room 3
followed by LGTB
Forum at Santa Catalina Church

15
11:30 Membership Lunch
& Learn

11
9:00 - ESL
1:30 - Finance
2:30 Stewardship

16

17

18
9:00 - ESL
1:00 - Session
2:00 - Receive
New Church
Members

Oracle
Newsletter
Articles
Due

1:30 p.m.
10:00 - Mission
Theater producMtg
2:00 - Women’s tion at Mountain
View Ballroom,
Bible Study
SaddleBrooke
2:00 - Christian
Meditation
3:45- Choir

12

23

Welcome New
Church Members
Fellowship Hour:
Celebrating Music
Makers
11:30 Communications Team Meeting

29

24

25
9:00 - ESL

14

2:00 - Women’s
Bible Study
2:00 - Christian
Meditation
3:45- No Choir

19

20

21

1:00 - CCMT
2:00 - Christian
Meditation
3:45- Choir

9:00-3:00
Ignite the Spark
event of
Presbytery de
Cristo at
Frontera de
Cristo in
Agua Prieta

9:00
Presbytery de
Cristo
Stated Meeting
at Lily of the
Valley Church
in Agua Prieta

26

27

28

10:00 Deacons

22

13

2:00 - Christian
Meditation
3:45- Choir

30
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