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Welcome, New Members of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church!
In April, the Session of Mountain Shadows joyfully received nine new church members. They were publicly
welcomed during the April 22nd worship service.
Nicky Bantock, the happily married mother of grown
children moved to Southern Arizona from South Africa
eighteen years ago. She has a gift for hospitality and a
passion for social justice.
Joy Lewis is a retired Nurse Practitioner who most recently served as a health advocate among Navajo
women. She is an appreciative participant in women’s
ministries.
Pictured from left to right: Nicky Bantock, Gary Warren, Ruth
Chuck Sherman is Joy Lewis’s life partner. He has the
Warren, Stan Meister, Judy Meister, Chuck Sherman, Joy Lewis,
gift of good humor, and worked with children in
Rick Marts, Nancy Marts. Photo credit: Tony Zoellner
Special Education.
Nancy Marts is a retired women’s health nurse who has also served as a health educator and has a
heart for infants’ health, too.
Rick Marts is a guitarist who plays blues and country rock and has skills as a photographer. As a
military veteran, he supports other vets.
Judy Meister is a retired legal administrator with gifts for organization. She loves to cook and appreciates Mountain Shadows’ music ministries.
Stan Meister works in sales for a Chicago-based manufacturing firm and is grateful to have found a
church home near the Meisters’ Oro Valley residence.
Ruth Warren especially appreciates Mountain Shadows’ mission and outreach and feels that the
Presbyterian Church (USA) fits well with her own commitments.
Gary Warren is a retired career military officer who possesses technological aptitude and lots of
experience with electronics.
For as in one body we have many members,
and not all the members have the same function,
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us. Romans 12: 4-6a
Blessings on each of our new members, and on Mountain Shadows, their church home!

Pastor Rachel Srubas
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CARING
DEACONS CORNER
Judy Hans
George Gregg

Mary Anderson

Linda Linegar
Co-Moderator

Alida Wilkes
Co-Moderator

Kathy Moyer
Rex Knorr

Judy Hans, Deacon of the Month
Freja Cranston
Carlton Wiens

“April showers bring May flowers.” It may seem that we have not had many April showers this year,
but here in the desert if you carefully check along the sides of the roadways you can still see the
May flowers.
At times, this seems to reflect what we may go through in our lives. While reading some of
my devotions this month, these passages come to mind. Romans 8:18 “Consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.” Also, Matthew 11:28:
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest.”
As we try to find the wild flowers that survive without the blessings of lots of moisture, may we remember that God is always with us and ready to help us through whatever life gives us. The flowers
will appear again. Psalm 55:22: “Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you.”

HEALTH MINISTRY

SUNHAT SUNDAY IS MAY 6TH

The Sun is Bright in Arizona and it is time to renew our commitment to Skin Protection and Skin Cancer Prevention. Join in the fun and wear your hat to service
on Sunday May 6th. You will receive a special gift and enjoy a special "Eat Your
Colors" Coffee hour too!

Jayne Raffety - Health Ministry Moderator
Save these Dates on your Autumn Calendar !
Mountain Shadows’ Balance Class
Elder Laura Carey will be leading an 8 week, no fee, balance class
starting Tuesday, September 25th from 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. in Rooms 2/3.
The Exercise is gentle and safe, and can also be done with support or from a seated position.

GATHERING

Summer Table of Friends

We invite you to be part of the Summer Table
of Friends program. Table of Friends is an opportunity for you to socialize with church friends. Singles and couples are equally welcome! We all
know that good things happen when we gather together - around a table, around a fire pit, sitting
around in a circle at any location. It doesn’t make any difference the time of day or the type of activity or the type of meal that we share. The important thing is the fellowship that comes when we get
together. We will gather monthly from June - September for a meal or an activity such as a
night at the movies, a game night or whatever your group chooses to do. You may sign up on
the bright green sheet on the Ramada before May 23.

Christian Community Team
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Please Help Keep our Church Kitchen Clean!
We need your help in keeping our kitchen clean and tidy! If you have food for a
meeting, please make sure that when you are done you have put all food away, the trash
is thrown away and the kitchen counters/tables have been wiped down . If you have any questions
please contact Shawne Cryderman or any Christian Community Team member.
Thank you in advance for keeping our kitchen clean, tidy and sanitary!

Shawne Cryderman, CCT Moderator

Membership
Why do we have two directories, Families and Members?
The Mountain Shadows Online Directory has photos of Church Members and Friends of the Church.
There are two collections of photos; Families and Members.
The Family Directory is grouped by family name. This section includes individual names in the
family group, phone number and address for each photo.
The Members Directory list each individual separately. This allows for the display of individual
email addresses and phone numbers. The Members Directory also will show summer/alternate addresses.
Here is how you add a summer address:
1. In the Members Directory, at the top, click on the “My Profile” tab which, upon opening,
becomes “Member info”
2. At the bottom of the Member info you will see “Additional information: Add New information.” Click on the green dot with a white plus. It is the ONLY green dot on that screen.
3. In a box titled “Label,” type Summer/Alternate Address
4. In the “Detail” box, type in the full address of your summer/alternate address.
5. Click on “Update”
When others click on your name, in the Members Section, they will see your summer address at the
bottom of the display.
Questions or help? Call Carlton Wiens at 520-247-6016 or email cwiens2@mac.com for instructions.

Carlton Wiens, Membership Team

WORSHIP & MUSIC:

El Rio Community Health Center
& Chorus…..

This spring I was asked to accompany a new community chorus. At first I thought, “Oh my, just
what I need, another activity!” I agreed to one rehearsal. With little thought, I decided to help out.
Brayton Bollenbacher, an employee of El Rio, has agreed to direct the chorus. He is presently the
artistic director of the Men’s Reveille Chorus and the Desert Voices Mixed Chorus. This new chorus
is open to all employees and patients of the El Rio Community. Music is healing – that is Brayton’s
mantra! This tiny choir has big dreams! One member envisions the chorus singing at Carnegie Hall!
(Cont’d)
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If you are not familiar with the El Rio Community, their mission is to provide accessible and affordable health care for ALL people! The center began in 1970 and now is one of the largest nonprofit health care centers in the US. They provide medical, dental and mental health care throughout
the Tucson area. Currently, the chorus is meeting at the Emmanuel Baptist Church on Alvernon &
Pima, every Wednesday from 1-2 pm. They hope to find a permanent place easily accessible to the
general population. I will keep you informed – especially if we go to Carnegie!
As for Mountain Shadows, 2017-2018 choir season will end Sunday, May 6. Consider joining
our choir this fall. Rehearsals are every Thursday from 3:45 – 5:00 pm. The Hand Bell Choir will
also begin rehearsals in the fall. We are a welcoming and fun group of musicians! Come try us out,
whether you decide to “Sing-a-ling,” “Ring-a-ling” OR add your instrumental gifts! Watch for more
information during the summer.
WORSHIP & MUSIC: cont’d

Charmaine Piane-Dame, Music Director

LEARNING
Adult Faith Formation
Christian Meditation Group
Meets Thursdays at 2:00 p.m. in the Chapel
You are invited to pray with those who gather for Christian Meditation on Thursdays at 2:00 p.m.
Each Thursday’s gathering includes a time of contemplative teaching, a 20-minute period of silent
meditation, and spoken opening and closing prayers. Consider these words of the closing prayer: In
the silence of this room may all the suffering, violence, and confusion of the world encounter the
power that will console, renew, and uplift the human spirit. Please join us.

TENDING
SESSION of MSPC

Session News

Who's Who?
Mountain Shadows' Session (leadership council) is currently comprised of the following Ruling
Elders: Mary Ann Butler (Worship & Music), Laura Carey (Mission & Outreach), Cassi Fraley
(Vice Clerk), Rod Hutton (Learning), Dan Linegar (Facilities), Pamela Schultz (Personnel), Jeff
States (Finance). The Session Clerk (without voice or vote) is Skip Brauns and the Session Moderator is Rev. Rachel Srubas.
In March, Pastor Rachel led an educational Session orientation and provided Elders with a printed
manual to guide their ministries of leadership. The Session then approved the following Ministry
Team Moderators for 2018: Shawne Cryderman (Christian Community), Deborah Derting
(Membership), JJ Johnston and Tony Zoellner (Communications), Dave Smith (Stewardship), Jayne
Raffety (Health Ministry). These Ministry Team Moderators, as well as Deacons' Co-Moderators
Linda Linegar and Alida Wilkes, have been provided with printed training materials to support their
ministries of leadership.
In accord with the congregation's bylaws, the Session approved the following Mountain Shadows
Presbyterian Church Corporation Officers for 2018: Elder Jeff States (President), Elder Dan Linegar
(Cont’d)
(Vice President), Skip Brauns (Secretary), David Raffety (Treasurer).
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Session - Cont’d

What's What?
In April, the Session voted to invite Andie Sweetman, a Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) of the
Presbyterian Church (USA) to be Mountain Shadows' guest in worship on April 29 and distribute a
letter in this issue of the Oracle, requesting funding from individual congregants to support her continued service to people in need through the Primavera Foundation. An additional, explanatory letter
from Young Adult Volunteer Board member Elizabeth Houle appears in this Oracle.
Also in April, the Session voted to purchase pendant microphones that will be installed above the
sanctuary chancel to amplify the choir and enhance worshipers' hearing of choral anthems. Funds
for this purchase come from congregants' generous donations, which exceeded the total dollars that
were needed to purchase the Glory to God hymnals in 2016. The Session deemed it appropriate and
in keeping with the musical intent of hymnal funds to apply the surplus hymnal funds to the microphone purchase and to the purchase of a newly-issued copy of the Book of Common Worship. The
entire congregation will be blessed by these acquisitions.
In April, the Session approved Pastor Rachel Srubas's request to take a portion of her annually
allotted vacation between May 21 and June 7, 2018. During that period, ordained church leaders
will provide worship leadership and spiritual care to the congregation.
The most joyous Session decision made in April was to receive into the membership of Mountain
Shadows Presbyterian Church the following women and men (pictured on the front page of this Oracle): Nicky Bantock, Joy Lewis, Chuck Sherman, Rick Marts, Nancy Marts, Judy Meister, Stan
Meister, Ruth Warren and Gary Warren. Thanks be to God for the growth and flourishing of our
church.

FINANCE
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent months, year-todate results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results. If you have questions
about the Church’s finances, please contact David Raffety, Treasurer, at 520-544-7397 or Jeff
States, Elder & Finance Moderator at 520-268-8956.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
March
2018

------------March
Actual

Regular Offerings
Other Income
Total Income

$

Total Expense
Income less Expense

2018
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

17,011
567
17,578

$
$

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

$

67,496
1,477
68,973

25,429

$

(7,851)

$

2017
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

97,400
1,406
98,806

$

94,079
2,011
96,090

62,142

$

76,231

$

59,348

6,831

$

22,576

$

36,742
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Offerings from IRA
Give to Mountain Shadows from Your IRA -- Another way to make your offering
You can support Mountain Shadows with a gift from your individual retirement account (IRA) if you meet a few requirements. And making your offerings this way
can have some tax advantages for you.
To make a charitable distribution from your IRA to Mountain Shadows, all of the following criteria
must be met:
 You must be 70 1/2 or older at the time of your gift.
 The distribution must be from an individual retirement account (IRA) or a Roth IRA.
 The transfer must go directly from your IRA to Mountain Shadows.
 Your total IRA gifts cannot exceed $100,000 annually.
You will find several advantages to making your offering directly from your IRA:
 The donation counts toward your required minimum distribution for the year.
 The gift from your IRA is not included in your taxable income for the year keeping your
income taxes lower. This can help to avoid increased taxes on social security income,
higher Medicare premiums, and the loss of deductions and exemptions.
 Giving from your IRA provides a tax break on your offering for those who use the higher
standard deduction under the new tax laws.
If you meet the above criteria to make a charitable distribution from your IRA, give it some thought
for your offerings to Mountain Shadows. Be sure to consult your tax advisor to make sure this
works for you.

David Raffety, Treasurer
Thank You for Your Per Capita Offering
The Finance Ministry wants to thank the many members who have contributed to MSPC to help
pay for the 2018 PER CAPITA assessment of $5,304. Per Capita contributions received through
March total $2,766. It is not too late to make your contribution this year toward the payment of this
obligation. The 2018 per capita assessment is $39 per Mountain Shadows member. Your contribution to the payment of the per capita frees up dollars in our regular budget to further the ministry
and mission programs of Mountain Shadows.
The Presbyterian Church (USA) is a connectional church. The per capita goes to support the work
and ministry of our church throughout the country. Each governing body above the Session has staff
members and operating expenses that support the work of the connected church. The per capita is
the primary funding source of these bodies.
Thanks for helping us fund this years PER CAPITA.

Jeff States - Elder & Finance Moderator
“If you’re going to live, leave a legacy. Make a mark on the world that can’t be erased.”
- Maya Angelou
… a thought from the Legacy Ministry
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GIVING
STEWARDSHIP
One Great Hour of Sharing –THANK YOU!!!
On Easter we celebrated the resurrection of our Lord and Savior and we joined
our fellow Presbyterians with offerings for One Great Hour of Sharing. The three
programs supported through One Great Hour of Sharing -- Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (PDA), Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP), and Self-Development of
People (SDOP) -- help people who lack access to sustainable food sources, clean
water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. Through our One Great Hour of
Sharing offerings we share God’s love with our neighbors in need. As this article
is being written, Mountain Shadows’ offerings total $3,920. Thank you for responding generously to the One Great Hour of Sharing.

David Raffety, Stewardship Team
Help Wanted: Stewardship Ministry Team Leader
Are you looking for an opportunity to participate in a vital ministry at Mountain Shadows? Stewardship could be the answer. Dave Smith is looking to step down as head of the Stewardship Ministry Team. Dave has led this team for the last three years. Stewardship is responsible for planning
the PC(USA) Special Offerings – One Great Hour, Per Capita, Joy, and Peace and Global
Witness, but the primary task of the Leader is to coordinate the annual operating campaign
between the end of Advent and our annual meeting the end of January. The campaign consists
of two mailings, a follow-up mailing, and a thank you mailing. The ideal candidate should have
Word and Excel skills and be able to mail merge letters and mailing labels, but administrative support can be arranged. If you are interested or curious, call Dave Smith at 818-5239 to discuss.

VENTURING
MISSION AND OUTREACH

Mission Matters at Mountain Shadows! We now
have mission connectors for all our mission partners.
Thank you to Jayne Raffety who is now serving as Connector for IMPACT of Southern AZ.

Mission Connectors, Helen Wiens and Alida Wilkes, have had to temporarily suspend their services
with Cross Street Ministries at Southside Presbyterian Church due to a very large year-long building project. This renovation includes a new all-purpose room as well as a new kitchen and other improvements. The Cross Street Community outreach program at Southside Presbyterian Church has
been suspended during this project.
The Mountain Shadows’ ministry team that serves this ministry, consisting of Helen Wiens, Alida
Wilkes and Jeff States, will start a new venture and begin volunteering at the Community Food
Bank of Southern AZ at 3003 S. Country Club in Tucson. Since Mountain Shadows collects socks
and gently used clothing every 4th Sunday of the month for Cross Street Ministries, the team asks
that congregants continue with donations, and all collected items will be delivered to others in need
in our community. If anyone would like to serve on the team at the Community Food Bank of
Southern AZ, please contact Helen or Alida.

Laura Cary, Mission & Outreach Elder
Page 7

MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

Refugee and Immigrant Resettlement (RIR) News
Please note the RIR name change to better reflect the scope of Mountain Shadows’ volunteer work
with refugees and immigrants in three areas:
1. On an informal basis, some of us continue to mentor the Sifa Mwenge refugee family.
2. As liaison to the Middle Eastern Presbyterian Fellowship (MEPF) Steering Committee, I keep
the congregation up-to-date on activities of Pastor Georges Bitar and our Arabic-speaking, mostly immigrant friends worshipping at Northminster Presbyterian Church.
3. English Language Learners (ELL) - Currently five Mountain Shadows’ members (called the
Amphi Reading Roster) are meeting with refugee students at Amphitheater High School. This
work involves reading one-to-one with two students (30 minutes each) at the school library, directed by Amphi ELL Coordinator, Katherine Engel. Please consider joining our Amphi Reading
Roster next fall and contact me for more information.

Dennis Nelson, Refugee & Immigrant Resettlement Connector
Young Adult Volunteers (YAVs) A year of service for a lifetime of change.
For several years, Mountain Shadows has supported the PC(USA) Young Adult Volunteer (YAV)
program. This year has been particularly difficult for the Tucson Borderland YAVs. For a variety
of reasons, the original number of YAVs in Tucson has been reduced to just two young people. Andie Sweetman, one of the remaining YAVs, has reached out to Mountain Shadows for support.
The PC(USA), supporting congregations and presbyteries, along with some placement agencies
share the funding of the YAV program. It costs an average of $22,000 to support each YAV for a
one year term of service. Each YAV is asked to raise $4,000 to help cover their living expenses.
Andie has struggled to complete this personal fund-raising goal and has written a letter to Mountain
Shadows for help (see below). Mountain Shadows’ Mission and Outreach Ministry and the Stewardship Ministry support Andie’s request for help. A motion was brought to Session, and supported
by the Session, to make Mountain Shadows’ congregants aware of Andie’s fund-raising efforts.
If you would like to donate to help Andie reach her commitment of $4,000 please follow the
instruction in Andie’s letter (see below) on how to donate. You may also donate by making
your check out to Mountain Shadows and writing Andie Sweetman on the memo line.
On a personal note, Andie is a delightful young woman and a recent graduate of Scots College (a
Presbyterian Church affiliated college) in Atlanta, GA. Andie majored in Religious Studies and Social Justice. As a Tucson Borderland YAV, Andie is volunteering at the Primavera Foundation as an
after school and garden coordinator. She teaches youth about healthy living habits and is putting
into practice loving her neighbor. Perhaps you had a chance to meet Andie when she visited Mountain Shadows on Sunday, April 29th for a Moment for Mission.
Thank you for considering this request to help support YAV, Andie Sweetman.

Elizabeth Houle, YAV Connector
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

Dear Members of Mountain Shadows,
My name is Andie Sweetman and I am a current Young Adult Volunteer (YAV)
in Tucson. I have been to your church a few times and greatly appreciate the support
you all have given to the Tucson YAVs this year. I want to give you an update about
my enriching experience with the YAV program and ask for your support.
I am currently working with the Primavera Foundation. Primavera is dedicated to providing pathways out of poverty. My focus is on people transitioning out of homelessness and teaching youth
about healthy living habits. When I am helping people who are experiencing homelessness, find
housing or playing in the garden with young people, I realize that addressing root causes of poverty
is about building community. I love that Mountain Shadows has been a part of the community that I
am helping to build in Tucson.
Thank you for being a part of my community of support in Tucson. It means so much to me during
this transformation year. Please consider to continue to walk beside me with a financial gift towards my individual fundraising goal. By July1st, I have to raise $3,500 to reach my $4,000
commitment.
Would you consider making a donation to help me make my goal of $3,500 by July 1 st? Whether a one-time gift or monthly giving, every bit makes a difference and I am thankful!
You may give online by visiting: https://donorbox.org/andie, or
Checks can be mailed to:
Tucson Borderlands YAV
400 E University
Tucson, AZ 85705
Write “for Andie Sweetman” in the memo line
In Tucson, I’m learning how sharing resources goes a long way in loving our neighbor.
Thanks again for your encouragement and consideration.

Andie
SOME INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT JUST COFFEE
Coffee Sales at Mountain Shadows have improved over last year with many of you
discovering the cost effectiveness of the five pound bag. Last year at this time 146
pounds were sold. This year we are 30 pounds ahead of last year with 178 pounds
sold. If we continue to buy Just Coffee at this rate we will surpass our 400 pound goal
of the last two years. But sales do not quite meet a 500 pound goal. Let's try a little harder to sell
the good news of Just Coffee to friends and family!
Have you noticed that each bag of Just Coffee is personalized with the name of a grower? As you
snip off that top strip to open your fresh coffee and sniff that wonderful aroma, please offer a prayer
for that grower whose name you see. In that way your coffee purchase will not only be blessing to
you, but also to that coffee grower living so many miles away.

Irene Camp - Connector for Just Coffee
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IMPACT of Southern AZ
IMPACT has launched their brand new modern website. Check it out at
www.impactsoaz.org. It has great videos and information about the services IMPACT
provides to our neighbors in Catalina and beyond. Here are a couple ways to support
our Mission Partners at IMPACT:
 Dining for a Cause: Every third Wednesday is IMPACT Pizza Night at Catalina Craft Pizza at
15930 N. Oracle Rd. in Catalina. 50% of your pizza purchase is donated to IMPACT programs.
 Shop for a Cause: If you are familiar with the Amazon Smiles program, you can shop for qualified items at www.smile.amazon.com and select IMPACT as the charity of your choice. As a result, 0.5% of every qualified purchase will go to IMPACT.

Jane Raffety, Connector for IMPACT


DUE DATES: The June/July Combined
2018 Oracle articles are due to Office Manager Judy Leonard on Tues., May 15th.
Food Bank donations collected
Sunday, May 6th will be donated
to IMPACT.
Please sign up to Greet, Donate
Flowers, Usher, and provide the
ministry of Hospitality on Sunday mornings. Sign-up sheets are
on the table under the Ramada.

Summer Church Office Hours:
April 30 - Sept 7
Monday - Thursday
8:15 am - 2:30 pm
Friday - Closed

VISIT US ONLINE
Missed the latest sermon? Need to refer to
the latest Sunday bulletin? Visit our website at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org.Click on the
Resource tab and find the heading “Sermons” or
“Sunday Bulletins”. It is as easy as that! What a
great way to stay connected to Mountain Shadows Church, even if you are unable to attend Sunday worship.

HOME COMMUNION
Mountain Shadows provides Holy Communion to those unable to attend worship. Servers visit folks on the first Sunday of the month. Call the church office (520-8257858) to schedule a Home Communion visit for
yourself or loved one.

E-Oracle Newsletter!
Receive your Oracle via email. Contact Office Manager, Judy Leonard, at
mspcoffice@gmail.com to be added to the email list. Those who want to continue to receive
a paper copy, please pick up your Oracle the 1st Sunday of the month, under the ramada.
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May 2018
Sun

Mon

Summer Office Hours:
April 30th - Sept 7th
8:15 a.m. - 2:30 p. m.
Monday - Thurs
Friday - Closed

6

7

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

8

Sunhat Sunday
With
Eat-Your Colors Healthy
Hospitality

13

14

Mother’s Day

10:00 Deacons’
Mtg

20

21

15
June/July
Oracle
Newsletter
Articles
Due

22

Pentecost

27

28
Office Closed
Memorial Day

29

9:00 ESL

9

2:00 Christian
Meditation
3:45 Choir Practice

10

9:00 ESL
Office Closed
10:30 Membership Team Mtg
1:30 Finance Mtg 2:00 Christian
Meditation

16
9:00 ESL
1:00 Session

23
9:00 ESL

30

17
1:00 CCMT Mtg
2:00 Christian
Meditation

24
2:00 Christian
Meditation

31
2:00 Christian
Meditation

Office Closed

11

12

Office Closed

18

19

Office Closed

25

26

Office Closed

Pastor Rachel Srubas will
be away May 21 - June 7.
For spiritual care during
this time, call the church at
520-825-7858 to be referred to an ordained
church leader.
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