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After the church year cycles of Advent/Christmas/Epiphany and Lent/Easter/Pentecost, we enter a
period called Ordinary Time. In the context of the church year, the term “ordinary” does not mean
“usual or average;” it means “not seasonal.”
In Ordinary Time, the Church celebrates the mystery of Christ, not in one specific aspect such as
birth or resurrection, but in the totality of who Christ is for the world. Sunday Scripture readings
during Ordinary Time help to instruct us on how to live out our Christian faith in our daily lives.
The color for this season of growth is green. Green is often associated with growth, flourishing,
and life. The use of green during the seasons and the times when there are no big Christian festivals or holidays reminds us that God is present among us at all times, breathing life into us and into
our church. May we find that as a congregation we grow and flourish during Ordinary Time.
Week after week, Sunday ordinarily celebrates the resurrection and the unfolding of the new creation. Ordinary Time presents us with an ongoing opportunity to witness to the living Lord who
makes all things new. (Thanks to The Calvin Institute for Christian Worship's contributions to this
article.)
Check out the round liturgical calendar (beautifully quilted by Lynn
Parker) that hangs on our church sanctuary's back wall above the
organ, and you'll see the cycle of Christian seasons represented by
the colors associated with them.
In the pages of this June-July issue of this Oracle newsletter, may you catch glimpses of Mountain
Shadows spiritual growth and flourishing, even during the hot days of the Sonoran Desert summer.
Blessings in Christ,

Pastor Rachel Srubas

Page 1

CARING
DEACONS CORNER
Linda Linegar
Co-Moderator

Judy Hans
George Gregg

Mary Anderson

Freja Cranston

Alida Wilkes
Co-Moderator

Kathy Moyer
Rex Knorr

Linda Linegar, Deacon Co-Moderator
Carlton Wiens

Summer in the desert is upon us! The Deacons do not meet June through August, but keep in touch
with members via email; and we cover for each other if needed. The Deacons’ network relies on the
sharing of information among the Deacons who remain in Tucson and those Deacons seeking a
cooler location for a few months. Do not hesitate to contact another Deacon if yours is not in town.
The following is a schedule of which Deacons will be in town for the months of June and July.
Deacon
Freja Cranston
Judy Hans

Availability in June & July
Here in June and July
th

st

Gone June 12 – 21
th

th

Phone Number

Email

520/638-8980

freacr@gmail.com

520/818-3285

jhans@wbhsi.net

Rex Knorr

Gone June 10 , July 1st, 7
& 14th .

520/989-3611
904/669-0522 (cell)

gwave4775@yahoo.com

Linda Linegar

Here in June and July

520/437-0990
520/971-3342 (cell)

Linda.linegar@gmail.com

Carlton Wiens

Here in June and July

520/247-6016 (cell)

Cwiens2mac.com

Alida Wilkes

Here in June and most of
July

520/818-2969
425/443-0225 (cell)

alidatucson@gmail.com

Mary Anderson

Gone until November

Kathy Moyer

Gone until late October

Safe travel to all who travel this summer. May God bless your time with family and friends.

HEALTH MINISTRY

Stop by the Health Ministry Display Table this Summer

Browse our collection of CareNotes, which are health notes with a decidedly Spiritual component!
Topics include:
 Caregiving
 Grief
 Loss
 Loneliness
 End of Life Concerns
 Healing
 Depression
 Coping with Illness, Pain, Anxiety or Stress.
Please pick up CareNotes on Sunday – for yourself, a family member or a friend -and take it home
compliments of Mountain Shadows!
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HEALTH MINISTRY - cont’d

Save these Date on your Autumn Calendar !
Mountain Shadows’ Balance Class
Elder Laura Carey will be leading an 8 week, no fee, balance class for Mountain
Shadows’ congregants starting Tuesday, Sept. 25th from 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
in Rms 2 & 3. The Exercise is gentle and safe, and can also be done with support or from a seated
position.

GATHERING
Christian Community Ministry Team
Christian Community Ministry Team and Fellowship Needs Your Help!
The Christian Community Ministry Team (CCMT) needs your help with hosting Fellowship on Sundays after worship. Two individuals are needed each Sunday to assist with set-up, serving and clean
-up of the fellowship drinks and cookies. A CCMT coordinator will make sure the preparation of the
coffee, cold drinks and delicious snacks are done correctly – all you have to do is arrive by 9:15 to
help out. We are usually finished with the clean- up by 11:45 am. Please sign up on the Ramada to
be a “fellowship helper” this summer!
Thanks,

Shawne Cryderman - CCMT Moderator
On April 6th, Mountain Shadows’ congregants had the opportunity to attend the
dress rehearsal of the SaddleBrooke Community Circle Players (CCP) production of THE MAFIOSO MURDERS. Judi Brauns was Abey Cus, the accountant and one of the killers, Skip Brauns ran the sound board and Shawne Cryderman was Angel Scampini – the Godmother. It is a win-win situation as the
actors love to have a live audience for dress rehearsal and MSPC receives the
money donated by those who attend the afternoon performance.
This year’s event raised over $600 and will be used to make an extra principal payment on the
church’s debt. This is the 8th dress rehearsal that MSPC has been invited to attend. Treasurer David
Raffety reported that over these eight events the total raised is over $5,000. The 2017 event donations went to the Facilities Replacement Fund. All other years, including 2018, have gone to debt
reduction.
“As co-founder with Susan Sterling of CCP, I will always include Mountain Shadows in this event.
It is great fun and promotes fellowship as well as providing a financial benefit”, said Shawne, producer of THE MAFIOSO MURDERS. I would like to express my personal gratitude and say
‘THANK YOU!” to the members and friends of Mountain Shadows who continue to support local
live theatre by attending this special dress rehearsal.

Shawne Cryderman - CCMT Moderator
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Changes and Additions
to the Online Directory

Membership

Members/ Friends: The Members tab in the directory has been changed
to Members/Friends to clarify whose individual photos are included in
that tab.
Groups: Groups are photos of members of various groups. There are now five groups included and
they are Deacons, Ministry Team Moderators, Our New Members, Presbytery de Cristo and Ruling
Elders.
This gives you quick access to all the photos of the members of each group. For example, you can
quickly see photos of Mountain Shadows newest members by clicking or tapping on the Our New
Members group.
Adding your photo to the groups: If you look at a group of which you are a member and discover a
silhouette instead of your photo, then you need to add your individual photo to the Members/
Friends directory. You can add your photo to that directory by one of three ways.
1. Go to My Profile and add a new photo.
2. Send a photo to Carlton Wiens at cwiens2@mac.com.
3. Carlton can take your photo with a background of the desert and mountains on any Sunday
morning at church.
Questions or help? Call Carlton Wiens at 520-247-6016 or email cwiens2@mac.com for instructions.

Carlton Wiens, Membership Team

WORSHIP & MUSIC:
Building a Bigger Table for the People of God…..
June 17-22, I will be attending the Presbyterian Association of Musicians Conference at Mo Ranch,
in Hunt TX. I attended a couple years ago and found the week exhilarating and spiritual. Basically a
“working” retreat! I am looking forward to another wonderful week.
The theme for this conference is Building a Bigger Table for ALL. How do we accomplish such a
large challenge? New this year is an Intergenerational Hand Bell Choir. I hope to learn some new
techniques from all the younger folk! Other intergenerational classes include choir, movement and
meditation. Children, youth and adults pray, play and make music together at a Bigger Table!
I’m also registered for the Adult Choir & Organ Classes. The afternoons and evenings are filled with
workshops, Routley lecture series, Bible study and choral reading sessions. Each day begins with
morning prayer, mid-day worship and closes with evening prayer. I can’t wait to fly away!!
SUMMER MUSIC PROGRAM
June, July and August I’m sending out an open invitation to all musicians! Singers and Instrumentalists – Let’s put together a Summer Ensemble. Simple music and rehearse Sunday mornings!
Change your favorite seat to up front in the Chancel area! Try it out, a short commitment that you
may enjoy. Call/text or send me an email – 520-982-2437 or bcdame@comcast.net

Charmaine Piane-Dame, Music Director
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LEARNING
Adult Faith Formation
Christian Meditation Group
Meets Thursdays at 2:00 p.m. in the Chapel
You are invited to pray with those who gather for Christian Meditation on Thursdays at 2:00 p.m.
Each Thursday gathering includes a time of contemplative teaching, a 20-minute period of silent
meditation, and spoken opening and closing prayers. Consider these words of the closing prayer: In
the silence of this room may all the suffering, violence, and confusion of the world encounter the
power that will console, renew, and uplift the human spirit. Please join us.

TENDING
SESSION of MSPC
Session’s most recent meeting was held on May 16th. Below is a summary of the actions that were
completed.
Pastor Rachel made a presentation to Session about “The Thrive Project.” “The
Thrive Project” is a 2-year pilot program, starting in August, that’s available from the Presbytery de
Cristo. The program’s goal is to empower congregations to be renewed and live more faithfully.
You will hear more about this project from Presbytery Pastor Brad Munroe, on June 3rd.
Jeff States reported that the Legacy Ministry Fund has $900.00 available for projects. The funds
may be used for projects that are outside of the church’s operating budget. Session was encouraged
to suggest projects or ministries that would benefit from the available funds.
Tony Zoellner, Communications Ministry Team (CMT) Moderator, gave a detailed presentation
about CMT’s vision, mission and goals that CMT plans to accomplish. The CMT members are:
Nan Nasser, Ruth & Gary Warren and Linda Zoellner. If you want to get involved, contact Tony or
any CMT member.
The Child Care Provider position (a paid position) will now be under the Personnel Ministry Team.
It was formerly under Worship & Music. Cassi Fraley will continue to serve as consultant and overseer.
The Facilities Ministry Team (Dan Linegar et al) is looking into the possibility of clearing landscaping between the church parking lot and Oracle Road to make Mountain Shadows more visible
from Oracle Road.
Got questions or comments? Feel free to contact me or Vice Clerk Cassi Fraley.

Skip Brauns, Session Clerk
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FINANCE
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent months, year-todate results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results. If you have questions
about the Church’s finances, please contact David Raffety, Treasurer, at 520-544-7397 or Jeff
States, Elder & Finance Moderator at 520-268-8956.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
April
2018

------------April
Actual

Regular Offerings
Other Income
Total Income

$

2018
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

38,831
319
39,150

Total Expense

$

Income less Expense

$

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

$

106,327
1,796
108,123

31,143

$

8,007

$

2017
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

138,100
1,742
139,842

$

133,840
2,998
136,838

93,285

$

99,600

$

89,008

14,838

$

40,242

$

47,830

Another way to make your offering
Give Appreciated Securities to Mountain Shadows -Did you know you can support Mountain Shadows with a gift of appreciated securities. What are
appreciated securities? Stocks, mutual funds or other investments that have gone up in value since
you acquired them and that you have owned for over a year. Several congregants of Mountain
Shadows make their offerings by gifts of stock. And making your offerings this way can have
some tax advantages for you.
To make a gift of stock to Mountain Shadows, you will transfer the stock to Mountain Shadows account. Our Treasurer has the instructions you will need to provide to your broker to make the
transfer.
Making your offerings with a gift of stock or mutual fund shares can have a tax advantage to you.
You will not have to pay capital gains taxes on the increase in the value of the appreciated securities since you did not sell them. This tax advantage was not changed with the tax law changes.
And if you have enough charitable giving and taxes that itemizing deductions still works for you,
the full value of the stock you give to church is tax deductible.
If you own some stock or mutual funds that have gone up in value, give it some thought for your
offerings to Mountain Shadows. Be sure to consult your tax advisor to make sure this works for
you.

David Raffety, Treasurer
“The cost of writing a will may be the best bargain you ever receive. It costs little compared to
what you can save for your heirs - and it can make possible a gift to your church.
… a thought from the Legacy Ministry
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FINANCE Cont’d

Treasurer Needed
Church Treasurer David Raffety needs a break. The Finance Ministry is looking for a member or
members interested, able, and willing to become the Mountain Shadows Treasurer. If you have experience in accounting or bookkeeping, or possibly have served as a treasurer in another church or
organization, the Finance Ministry would like to talk with you about this position. A job description
and list of duties is available for review. Members who are year-round residents and seasonal residents will be considered. David estimates that the Treasurer’s weekly time commitment is approximately 2 hours.
David is not leaving. He will be available to train and provide assistance to the new Treasurer, as
will the Finance Ministry team members, who participate in the weekly counting and depositing of
offerings and perform treasurer tasks when the Treasurer is out of town.
If this is your calling or you are just interested in learning more about the Treasurer’s duties, please
contact any member of the Finance Ministry Team or Pastor Rachel to let us know of your interest.
Thank you for your consideration.

Jeff States, David Raffety, Dave Smith, Gary Mahler and Dan Linegar
Members, MSPC Finance Ministry

VENTURING
COMMUNICATIONS
The Communication Ministry Team is up and running with lots of ideas on ways to communicate
the activities of Mountain Shadows. As a Presbyterian church we are centered in Christ and Caring
for Community. We want to share those attributes with our neighbors and friends. You can help!
A document has been created to speak of our mission and of our goals & objectives. Our vision is
to celebrate and communicate to everyone God’s love and care for them.
How can we do this? Articles for local newspapers has been a starting point. A collection of photographs to be used with articles, flyers, bulletins, has been established. Products bearing our
church logo have been worn. But we need more hands to make light work. If you have skills in
producing trifolds to place in pews to have on hand for visitors, we want you. Do you have connections with any media other than our local papers? Do you enjoy photography and want to add
to our photo collection? We do have a webpage that can be managed by new people, and we do
have a Facebook page.
This is an exciting ministry which will benefit from the talents of many of you. Contact Tony
Zoellner with questions or just to volunteer!

Tony Zoellner, Communications Moderator
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MISSION AND OUTREACH

Tucson Borderland Young Adult Volunteers
(YAVs)

A big thank you for your wonderful response to YAV Andie Sweetman’s appeal for funds to retire
her debt for this year. As a result of your generous response, she will leave the program without owing money. She has now fulfilled her obligation ($4000) to help support the house she lived in
while serving as a YAV. You are all amazing!
The YAV program for this year will end July 15th. Andie’s hope to stay in Tucson has been answered by accepting a teaching job that starts Aug 1 st. She also plans to do volunteer work at the
Middle Eastern Presbyterian Fellowship (MEPF) and continue to seek God’s will for her life. God is
indeed good.
Alison Wood (director of Tucson Young Adult Volunteers) is currently interviewing applicants for
the YAV program next year. Please keep Alison in your prayers as she discerns who God is calling
to serve the YAV program.
On another but related topic, the Middle Eastern Presbyterian Fellowship (MEPF) Steering Committee has voted to apply for a YAV person during years 2019/2020. MEPF and Presbytery de Cristo
are currently drafting a YAV position description and seeking additional funds to support this important Refugee and Immigrant Resettlement ministry.

Eliazbeth Houle, Elder & Dennis Nelson
Dear Mountain Shadows,
Thank you so much for your gracious donations! With all of the donations made I was able to make my fundraising goal!!
I am so grateful for your generosity and out pouring of love. If you would
like to follow my time with the YAV program read my blog at https://
livethissweetlifeblog.wordpress.com/
Thanks again for graciously giving.

Andie
Feeding Hungry Children this Summer
“For I was hungry and you gave me food…” Matthew 25:35
During the school year, low income families rely on free and reduced lunch
programs hosted by school cafeterias, but that program disappears once summer begins. For the
least economically stable, summer is a time of worry, as many households have little or no food
available. Once a month families go to food banks such as the Tri-Community Food Bank and the
IMPACT Food Bank for a generous distribution of food. However, even with the generous distributions there just isn’t enough food to keep children from going to bed hungry.
Mountain Shadows has been asked to partner with IMPACT of Southern Arizona this summer by
making available Mighty IMPACT Meals or MIMs to the neediest families. MIMs provides bags
of nutritious food that these families can pick up weekly from the IMPACT Food Bank in Catalina.
Before school ended, families in the greatest need of MIMs were identified by local school counselors. Mountain Shadows congregants can help support MIMs by bringing donated food items to
church every Sunday during June, July and August. Each month will focus on a specific meal,
(Cont’d)
June - Breakfast items, July - Lunch items and August - Dinner items.
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

Food items that are specifically requested:
June 2018 – Breakfast Food Items: Pancake Mix and Syrup
July 2018 – Lunch Food Items: Peanut Butter and Jelly
August 2018 – Dinner Food: Pasta
Mountain Shadows’ partnership in the MIMs program does not change our first Sunday food donation to our ongoing food banks. All food collected on Sunday, June 3rd, will still go to TriCommunity Food Bank in Mammoth. Beginning Sunday, June 10th, congregants are encouraged
to bring breakfast food items that will help fill the MIMs bags.
The Feeding Hungry Children program will continue until school resumes in August and will continued to be offered during other long school breaks through out the year.
Thank you Mountain Shadows for feeding those children who live in our neighborhood and
would go hungry this summer. For additional information and questions, please contact Laura Carey or Helen Wiens, Mountain Shadows’ coordinators for IMPACT’s Feeding Hungry Children
summer program.

Laura Cary, Mission & Outreach Elder


Food Bank donations collected
Summer Church Office Hours:
Sunday, June 3rd will be donated
April 30 - Sept 7
to Tri-Community Food Bank. Food
Bank donations collected on SunMonday - Thursday
day, July 1st will be donated to In8:15 am - 2:30 pm
terfaith Community Services (ICS).
Friday - Closed
DUE DATES: The August/September Combined 2018 Oracle articles, are due to Office
VISIT US ONLINE
Manager Judy Leonard on Mon., July 16th Missed the latest sermon? Need to refer to the latest Sunday bulletin?
Visit our website at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org.Click on the
HOME COMMUNION
Mountain Shadows provides Holy Resource tab and find the heading “Sermons” or
Communion to those unable to attend “Sunday Bulletins.” It is as easy as that! What a
worship. Servers visit folks on the great way to stay connected to Mountain Shadfirst Sunday of the month. Call the church of- ows Church, even if you are unable to attend Sunfice (520-825-7858) to schedule a Home Com- day worship.
munion visit for yourself or loved one.
E-Oracle Newsletter!
Receive your Oracle via email. Contact Office Manager, Judy Leonard, at
mspcoffice@gmail.com to be added to the email list. Those who want to continue to receive
a paper copy, please pick up your Oracle the 1st Sunday of the month, under the ramada.
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June 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Summer Office Hours:
April 30th - Sept 7th

Fri

Sat

1

2

Pastor Rachel On Vacation

8:15 a.m. - 2:30 p. m.
Monday - Thurs
Friday - Closed

No June
Deacons’ Meeting
Office Closed

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Pastor Rachel on Vacation
2:00 - Christian
Meditation
Office Closed

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

2:00 - Christian
Meditation

Office Closed

17

18

19

20

21

23

2:00 - Christian
Meditation

11:30 Comm. Mtg

First Day
of Summer

24

22

25

26

27

28

Office Closed

29

30

2:00 - Christian
Meditation

Office Closed
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July 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Happy 4th
of July!
Office
Closed

2:00 - Christian
Meditation

Office Closed

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

2:00 - Christian
Meditation

Office Closed

15

16

17

18

August/
September
Oracle
Newsletter
Articles
Due

22

23

19

20

21

2:00 - Christian
Meditation

Office Closed

24

25

26

27

28

2:00 - Christian
Meditation

Office Closed

29

30
2:00
Three Billboards:
Redemption on
Film (class)

31
Summer Office Hours:
April 30th - Sept 7th
8:15 a.m. - 2:30 p. m.
Monday - Thurs
Friday - Closed
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