August/September 2018

This is the first time I’ve ever reviewed a movie on the cover of the Oracle.
Won’t You Be My Neighbor, the film documentary about Mr. Rogers, inspires
me to say to you, please make a point to see it. If it’s no longer showing in
cinemas by the time you read this, then watch it by way of an online viewing
service like Netflix or a video rental service like Red Box.
The fact that Fred Rogers, of Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood fame, was a
Presbyterian minister is meaningful, but it’s not the main reason Won’t You Be My Neighbor is worthwhile
viewing for people of faith. More significant than Mr. Rogers’ religious vocation or denominational identity
was his gentle insistence that small kindnesses have power to redeem a world wounded by great and terrible
events.
Won’t You Be My Neighbor is not an episode of a children’s television program; it is a feature-length
exploration, suitable for multiage audiences, of one man’s determination to honor the dignity and worth of
all children by relating with them sensitively one by one. The gospel message that each human being is a
beloved child of God comes through unmistakably in the film, but never by way of pious talk. Rather, it’s
Mr. Rogers’ caring actions, his patience and good humor, his creativity and passion expressed through
puppetry and story and song, and above all through friendships, that communicate God’s love to everyone
he encounters.
For all the childlike simplicity that characterized Mr. Rogers’ public television show, the documentary
about him deftly handles serious themes as they play out against a tumultuous cultural backdrop. From the
agonies of the Viet Nam War to the assassination of Bobby Kennedy, from the virulence of racism to the
devastations of 9/11, from the challenges faced by people with disabilities to the cruelty of homophobia,
Won’t You Be My Neighbor depicts a society in which one human being devoted himself to the practice of
Christlike neighborliness as a form of nonviolent resistance.
I came away from the film feeling as if some of the emotional protections I wear to cope with living in an
often hard and unkind world had been peeled back. My heart felt exposed and tender, which is how Mr.
Rogers seems to have worn his heart most of the time. People made fun of him for it, sometimes unkindly.
At one point, critics claimed his message that every child is special produced a generation of entitled
narcissists. These critics based their bitter argument on the graceless notion that we must earn and deserve
any love that we get. Sadly, many people believe this to be true. Many adults walk through life carrying
emotional injuries inflicted on them during childhood, when they were told they could never be good
enough, smart enough, pretty enough, thin enough, strong enough, you-name-it enough.
That’s not the truth of the Gospel. Jesus came to earth to show us that we are all God’s children and we are
all worthy of love, just as we are. More deeply than most, Mr. Rogers understood and conveyed this
message of grace. May you know it applies to you, and to all of your neighbors, too.
Gratefully yours,

Pastor Rachel Srubas
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Psalm 68:6-1 "God sets the lonely in families."
I hope all of you are able to have the joy of spending time together with friends and family this
summer. You can then return to the busy fall schedule refreshed and rested.
Psalm 133:1 "How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity."
Treasure your family for they are a precious gift. Love among brethren enriches one's life and
brings us much joy. May we all enjoy our God-given blood family this summer but also our wonderful church family and friends.

HEALTH MINISTRY
CHURCH SAFETY AND ACCESSIBILITY AT MOUNTAIN SHADOWS
We are a welcoming church and strive to be a safe and accessible place to worship
and study. A multidisciplinary team from Worship, Facilities, Staff, and Health
Ministry met recently to review just that!
We are delighted to see more people are comfortable coming to church using
canes, walkers and wheelchairs for stability and safety. Don’t be shy – be safe!
Ushers can help you find the “reserved” seating on the aisles that will give you a
bit more room. Just give them the nod…They are happy to help seat you. Ushers
also have Large Print bulletins, Large Print Hymnals and Large Print Bibles on hand. And, you
needn’t walk forward for Communion if you are unsteady- just lift your hand and the elements will
be brought to you in the pew.
You may enter the Sanctuary through the main north entrance or the southeast door on Sunday
mornings. Ushers will greet you at either door. Please remember, to avoid stepping up on curbs,
crossing rocky medians, and stay on the paths at church. “Shortcuts” are fall hazards.
Presently, we are evaluating installing a loop system to improve hearing for those who wear hearing
aids or have cochlear implants. As part of our research we would like to get feedback from you!
Have you used hearing enhancement systems at other locations like at movies, another church, or at
a conference? Please share your experiences with Dave Smith dlsmith@wbhsi.net, Jayne Raffety
jmraffety@comcast.net, or another Health Ministry team member.
Blessings for safety! Facilities, Staff, Worship, and Health Ministry
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TWO GREAT SEPTEMBER OPPORTUNITIES!

HEALTH MINISTRY - cont’d

Elder Laura Carey will lead an 8 week Balance class for the congregation starting
on Tuesday, September 25th from 10am -11am in Rms 2 & 3. The Exercise is
gentle and safe, and can also be done with support or from a seated position. Please
sign up under the Ramada to be added to the wait list.
Golder Ranch will lead a HeartSaver Training class for CPR and usage of our AED
(defibrillator located in Rm 5) on Wednesday September 26th from 1:00PM –
4:30PM. Participants must arrive on time and complete the entire training session. We will be paying for the class in advance. Please sign up under the Ramada.

GATHERING
Membership
INTERESTED IN CHURCH MEMBERSHIP?
Save the date: Sunday, Nov. 11, 2018.
Following worship on November 11th, the Membership Ministry Team will host a Lunch & Learn
event for anyone who's thinking about becoming a member of Mountain Shadows Church.
If you have membership questions in the meantime, contact Membership Team Moderator Deborah
Derting at 520-603-0896 or Pastor Rachel Srubas at 520-825-7858.

WORSHIP & MUSIC:

Building a Bigger Table
for the People of God…..Continued….

June 17-22, I attended the Presbyterian Association of Musicians Conference at
Mo Ranch, in Hunt TX. The week was everything I expected and more. I rekindled friendships from last conference I attended and made many new friends!
The Sunday evening worship began with the Gospel of John, The Word Became
Flesh (John 1:1-5, 9-10a). The sermon was titled “In the Beginning”, which
made reference to Building a Bigger Table. Before the Words of Institution and
Communion a manger was rolled out with a candle in it representing “The Light
of the World.” A top was placed on the manger which created the “Table.” Each
day the Table increased in size. During one worship service, participants were
invited to write prayers on the Table.
Tuesday, we sang “23rd Psalm” by Bobby McFerrin. Yes, he is the composer of
“Don’t Worry, Be Happy!” He wrote this version of the psalm to address a group of singers who felt
excluded by the patriarchal aspects of the Bible. He replaced the word “he” with “she” in the piece.
It was very interesting and beautiful! I hope to try this arrangement with the choir. It is a cappella!
I kept thinking, how do I build a bigger table? How will I include EVERYONE?
Thank you for sending me to the conference. It is spiritually uplifting to sing, pray and study with
fellow musicians!
(Cont’d)
Page 3

WORSHIP & MUSIC: cont’d

Choir rehearsals begin Thursday September 6 @ 3:45 pm in the sanctuary. The choir will sing
the following Sunday, September 9. Come try us out!
Hand Bell Choir rehearsals begin in October. Check the October Oracle for more information.
Please call me if you would like to be added to our “ringing” list! We always need more ringers!
If you have any questions about “singing” with the Choir or “ringing” with the Hand Bell Choir,
or you are an Instrumentalist and are interested in joining our music program, please call or email
me! 520-982-2437 or bcdame@comcast.net.

Charmaine Piane-Dame, Music Director

LEARNING
Adult Faith Formation
Vamos a Ir a la Frontera!!
Want to experience the PCUSA at work on the U.S./Mexico border? Please consider joining together with a group of folks from Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church as we journey to the Mexican
border to experience the ministry of “Frontera de Cristo,” under the guidance of our host, the Rev.
Mark Adams. Mark has been the U.S. Coordinator of “Frontera de Cristo” since 1998 and is a
PCUSA pastor. Frontera de Christo is a cross-border ministry of the Presbyterian Church with centers in Douglas, AZ and Agua Prieta, Sonora, Mexico.
This two-day immersive experience will take place on Tues. and Wed., Oct 30 and 31. The cost,
normally $75 per person, will be reduced by stipends from Mountain Shadows, reducing the cost to
only $35 per person. This small fee includes meals and modest accommodations in FDC’s dormstyle housing. If needed, local hotels are also available for those who desire.
The trip to Frontera de Cristo will include not only an introduction to the timely issues surrounding
immigration and those seeking asylum or entry into the United States. We will also be able to participate in the spiritual disciplines of Frontera de Cristo’s community of faith—the Tues. evening
“Healing Our Borders Prayer Vigil” and the Wed. morning time for biblical reflection and prayer.
Our trip to the borderlands is part of a class that will be taught in Mountain Shadows’ adult ed program in Oct. called “Welcoming the Stranger”. The in-class sessions will be held on three consecutive Monday afternoons: Oct. 8, 15 and 22. But you do not need to sign up or attend the
“Welcoming the Stranger” classes in order to go with us to the border, nor do you need to go with us
to the border in order to sign up for the classes. But we sincerely hope you will consider doing
both.
Information will soon be available concerning the details of registration and transportation. But
save the dates: Tues. and Wed., Oct. 30 and 31.
For more information, visit the website of Frontera de Cristo at http://fronteradecristo.org

Rod Hutton, Elder, Learning Moderator
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Adult Faith Formation - cont’d

"Three Billboards
Outside Ebbing,
Missouri "
Film Showing and
Discussion Group
Monday's July 30th, August 6th and August 13th at 2:00 pm in the sanctuary.
Join us to view and discuss one of the
“most religious films of the year”
( Facilitated by Jane Stump
and Joseph Panessidi.)

Church Members' New Addresses
George & Sherry Gregg
Mary Rabito
1950 NW 192nd Avenue 12751 Gateway Park Road
#403
#266
Poway, CA 92064
Hillsboro, OR 97006
May God bless these faithful friends
in their new homes.
Penny Gibbs: Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory
We give thanks for the life of Penny Gibbs, who died
on July 24, 2018.
On an autumn date to be determined and announced, a
service of worship memorializing Penny will take place
at Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church.

TENDING
Highlights of the 223rd General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (USA)
by Jerry Van Marter
Office of the General Assembly Communications - June 29, 2018
Vilmarie Cintrón-Olivieri (left)
and Cindy Kohlmann (right) CoModerators of the 223rd General
Assembly - Photo by Michael
Whitman.

Part 1.

Church Leadership: In one of closest elections in years, Ruling Elder Vilmarie Cintrón-Olivieri (Presbytery of Tropical Florida) and the Reverend
Cindy Kohlmann (Presbyteries of Boston and Northern New England) were
elected Co-Moderators of the 223rd General Assembly (2018) on Saturday evening, June 16. In
other actions involving Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) leadership, the assembly:
 Confirmed the election of the Reverend Diane Moffett as president and executive director of the Presbyterian Mission Agency.
 Confirmed the reelection of the Reverend Tom Taylor as president of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) Foundation.
 Confirmed the election of Alton B. Pollard III as president of Louisville Presbyterian
Theological Seminary.
Fossil Fuel Divestment: By a vote of 332-178, the assembly voted in favor of a minority report
that called for the PC(USA) to continue its corporate engagement with fossil fuel companies—
through its Mission Responsibility Through Investment Committee—rather than divest from those
companies. The Assembly Committee on Environmental Issues had voted 35-20 for the divestment proposal offered by the Presbytery of Hudson River. After the minority report became the
main motion, it was approved by the assembly 409-106.
Israel-Palestine/Middle East: After spirited debate in the Assembly Committee on Middle East
Issues that spilled out into the hallways of America’s Center (St. Louis’ convention center), the
assembly raced through the committee’s report in just thirty-five minutes on June 22. Among its
actions, the assembly:

(Cont’d)
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TENDING - Cont’d

Asked RE/MAX, LLC, to end its sale and rental of property on occupied, disputed land in
East Jerusalem and the West Bank. The vote was 393-55.
 Voiced support for all efforts to bring Palestinians and Israelis together peacefully.
 Asked the state of Israel to fully comply with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
in order to stop discriminatory practices and called on the U.S. government to rejoin the
United Nations Human Rights Council.
 Condemned the recent violence along the border between Israel and Gaza.
Per Capita: The assembly approved a 2019 General Assembly per capita apportionment of $8.95
per member—an increase of $1.25 (or 15.8 percent) per member over 2018. The Committee on the
Office of the General Assembly had originally proposed a 39 percent increase in 2019 to $10.71 per
member. At the assembly, General Assembly Stated Clerk J. Herbert Nelson, II, revised that request
down to a 10 percent increase in 2019 (to $8.50) and 2020. The Assembly Committee on General
Assembly Procedures approve the 2019 request, but not the 2020 increase. The assembly added
$643,000 (or 45 cents per member) to the per capita budget by the actions it took, raising the final
per capita apportionment to $8.95. In other per capita-related actions, the assembly:
 Approved, in a slightly amended form, an overture from the Presbytery of Newton to establish a team of twelve to fifteen persons to “review the current per capita-based system
of funding the ministry of councils higher than the session, for financial sustainability into
the next ten years.”
 Asked the Committee on the Office of the General Assembly and the Office of the General
Assembly to explore ways of reducing the cost of future General Assemblies.


To be continued in the October Oracle

Ignite the Spark! Save the Dates.
Friday and Saturday,
August 24 & 25
THE BIG EVENT IS JUST AHEAD!
The Presbyteries of Grand Canyon and de Cristo are proud to present our annual Big Event, Saturday, August 25 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Tucson. This daylong educational experience has 26 workshops from which to choose ranging from Empowering
Servant Leadership to Clerk of session training to dealing with the Opioid Health Crisis to Effective Church Websites and many more! Choose 3 from the list and join fellow Presbyterians from
both presbyteries in learning ways to enrich your Christian journey! Join us for worship and meet
new friends from across the state. You can purchase a boxed lunch as a part of your $10 registration. For a complete list of workshops and to register, visit the Presbytery website at
www.presbyterydecristo.org or www.pbygrandcanyon.org. Class size is limited, so register today
to ensure you get your top choices! See you August 25 at St. Andrew’s PC, 7650 N Paseo Del
Norte, Tucson. (And don’t forget to invite your friends!)
Link to register: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLScVRpKQYe9WRigAOVGGBZvy7D4FYOb4_bMsw82kqyzNIsZ3ww/viewform
Link to list of Workshops:
https://presbyterydecristo.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/List-of-Workshops-1.pdf
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TENDING - Cont’d

The 2018 Nominating Committee will meet for the first time on Thursday, September
13 at 2:00 p.m. in Room 3. Committee members, please save the date and plan to attend.

PERSONNEL

GREAT NEWS!
We have found our new Nursery Care Provider. Her name is Brittany Nuño. Brittany is a young, stay at home mom of two children. She lives in Catalina and has worked with children in the past. Brittany started
on Sunday, July 22nd. Please welcome Brittany to our church staff.

Pamela Schultz, Elder, Personnel Moderator

FINANCE

Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent months,
year-to-date results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results. If you have
questions about the Church’s finances, please contact David Raffety, Treasurer, at 520-544-7397
or Jeff States, Elder & Finance Moderator at 520-268-8956.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
June
2018

------------June
Actual

Regular Offerings
Other Income
Total Income

$

Total Expense
Income less Expense

2018
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

20,223
(159)
20,064

$
$

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

$

158,063
2,092
160,155

20,854

$

(790)

$

2017
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

164,500
2,152
166,652

$

159,714
8,095
167,809

133,481

$

146,742

$

136,850

26,674

$

19,910

$

30,959

David Raffety, Treasurer

GIVING
Legacy Ministry

Some thoughts from Legacy Ministry:
Your Will and Estate Plan –
Time for a Review?

Here are four “triggers” to know when it is time to write or review your will and estate plan:
 There’s been a change in your family – maybe a marriage of a child or grandchild? Birth
of a grandchild or great grandchild? A grandchild has graduated college and is making his
or her way in the world? Perhaps a death in the family or a divorce? Any of these situations might lead to a change in your plans.
 There’s been a change in your assets – an increase or a decrease in your assets. Maybe a
change in the mix of your assets between after-tax assets (such as personal investments or
home ownership) and before-tax assets (such as balances in an IRA or a 401(k) plan).
 Tax laws have changed (which they have for 2018).
 You want to make a gift to Mountain Shadows or another charity by adding a charitable
bequest from your will.
(Cont’d)
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Legacy Ministry Cont’d

What does an up-to-date will and estate plan do for you? Here are some of the advantages:
 Provides you peace of mind knowing to whom, how, and when your assets will be distributed (rather than leaving it up to the laws of Arizona).
 Ensures your wishes are carried out by choosing an executor who you trust to manage
and distribute your estate.
 Provides for your spouse, your children, grandchildren and others through a trust with the
terms you choose.
 Fulfills your charitable goals by providing gifts to Mountain Shadows and other charitable organizations that are most important to you.
 Stewards the assets God has entrusted to you and returns a portion of those assets to further God’s work on earth in thanksgiving.

David Raffety, Legacy Ministry Moderator

VENTURING
COMMUNICATIONS
Hosted by the MSPC Communications Ministry Team
Immediately following the 10AM service
Celebrate a Sunday Sundae
August 12, 2018
We will have ice cream, toppings, both sugarfree and sugarful!
You will have an opportunity to meet us, to ask questions.
To learn how to work with us to Celebrate and communicate God’s love
and care for everyone to everyone.
Bring a friend! Napkins & spoons provided!

MISSION AND OUTREACH

Mission Matters at MSPC!

1 Peter 4:10 “As each has received a gift, use it to serve
one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”
If you feel called to engage in service to others in our community this summer, here are a few opportunities to serve that are happening right now.
Feeding Hungry Children this Summer
“For I was hungry and you gave me food…” Matthew 25:35
Mountain Shadows congregants have been asked to partner with IMPACT of Southern Arizona this
summer by making available MIMs or “Mighty IMPACT Meals”, to the neediest families as identified by local school counselors before school ended. These families are provided with a weekly
MIM bag of nutritious food that they can pick up at the IMPACT location in Catalina. MSPC can
help by bringing donated dinner food items to church EVERY Sunday during August. Pasta and
sauce are particularly needed, but all donations are welcome! Please contact Laura Carey or Helen
Wiens for additional information.
Cont’d
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

Yardwork and Household Repairs – Helping Neighbors in Need
MSPC congregants can provide hands-on service to needy seniors by volunteering to complete simple yardwork and household repair projects for IMPACT clients. Contact Jayne Raffety to offer
your time and talent to our needy neighbors in Catalina.
1st Sunday Food Bank Donations
Donate food and hygiene items on the 1st Sunday of August (to IMPACT) and the 1st Sunday of
September (to Tri-Community Food Bank in Mammoth).
Sewing Little African Dresses (and Shorts)
“We’re not just sending dresses, we’re sending HOPE.”
This mission project to lovingly sew dresses for girls in Africa and other countries is active on an
ongoing basis at Mountain Shadows. These dresses and boy’s shorts are made from new or gently
used pillow cases or other fabrics and sent to a non-profit Christian organization where missionaries
deliver them to children around the world. If you love to sew or want to donate fabric or other accessories (elastic and seam binding are always welcome!), please contact Julie Balogh for information.
Frontera de Cristo
Support Frontera de Cristo by buying coffee on the 1st and 3rd Sundays each month. Your participation helps support this border ministry in the sister cities of Agua Prieta and Sonora, Mexico and
Douglas, Arizona. Contact Irene Camp for information on how to get involved with this ministry.
Volunteer Opportunities with Local MSPC Mission Partners
Check out the websites for our mission partners, IMPACT of Southern Arizona and Interfaith
Community Services. Many volunteer opportunities are available to help our neighbors in communities outside of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church.
1 Corinthians 3: 5-9 “For we are God’s servants, working together.”
Refugee and Immigrant Resettlement (RIR) News
Elizabeth Houle Nelson and Dennis Nelson have been traveling this summer but offer the following update on the Sifa Mwenge family: “We talked to members of the Sifa Mwenge family in June
and they are doing well. Baby Elizabeth is walking! More news in October.”

Laura Carey, Elder, Mission & Outreach Moderator


We both want to thank everyone for
their prayers, thoughts, calls and cards
over these past weeks. They were of
great comfort to Linda during the loss
of her mother, and to me during my
surgery recovery.
In Christ,
Dan and Linda Linegar

DUE DATES: The October 2018 Oracle
articles, are due to Office Manager
Judy Leonard on Sat. , Sept. 15th.

Effective Sept. 10th.
Church Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
8:15 am - 1:15 pm
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August 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Summer
Office Hours:
April 30th - Sept 7th

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

2:00 Christian Office Closed
Meditation

8:15 a.m. - 2:30 p. m.
Monday - Thurs
Friday - Closed

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Office Manager, Judy Leonard on Vacation & Out of Office

12
11:30
Ice Cream
Social

19

2:00
Three Billboards:
Redemption on
Film (class)

12:30
Stewardship
Mtg
2:00 Legacy
3:0 Finance

13

14

2:00
Three Billboards:
Redemption on
Film (class)

20

2:00 Christian Office Closed
Meditation

15
9:00 ESL
1:00 Session

21

22
9:00 ESL

26

27

28

29
9:00 ESL

16

17

18

2:00 Christian Office Closed
Meditation

23

24

25

2:00 Christian Office Closed
Meditation

30

31

2:00 Christian
Meditation

Office Closed
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September 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5
9:00 ESL

6
2:00 Christian
Meditation

7

8

Office Closed

Office Closed

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

21

22

28

29

9:00 ESL
2:00 Christian
11:30 Health
Meditation
Min. @ Raffety’s
2:00
2:30
Stewardship Mtg Nominating

16

17

18

9:00 ESL
1:00 Session

10:00 Deacons

23

24

19

25

26

9:00 ESL
10:00
Balance Class 1:00 CPR/
AED Class

30

20
1:00 CCMT
2:00 Christian
Meditation

27
2:00 Christian
Meditation

Office Hours
Effective Sept 10
Monday - Friday
8:15 a.m. - 1:15 p. m.
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