November 2018

I have a pastor friend whose congregation has an unofficial slogan:
We need each other to survive; we need each other to thrive. No
faith community flourishes without faithful people who can depend
on one another, and above all, on God.
Mountain Shadows is now a participating congregation in The
Thrive Project. The Thrive Project is a pilot program of the Presbyterian Church (USA), in conjunction with Presbytery de Cristo
(the denomination’s leadership council in our region). The Thrive
Project is designed to foster churches’ current vitality and future flourishing.
Having just turned 21 years of age, Mountain Shadows is well-situated to reflect on all the good
God has already done among us and envision ways we’ll thrive in the future.
On Sunday, November 11, during worship, our congregation will participate in a survey to assess Mountain Shadows’ health and vitality in these seven areas:
1. Caring Relationships (love God and your neighbor as yourself)
2. Lifelong Discipleship (all generations follow Jesus)
3. Intentional Evangelism (share God’s good news on purpose)
4. Outward Incarnational Focus (venture beyond church to serve the Lord)
5. Empowered Servant Leadership (all God’s people share time and talents)
6. Spirit-Inspired Worship (we gather, glorify God, and experience renewal)
7. Ecclesial Health (the church operates soundly, with clarity and integrity)
I hope you’ll be present to participate in the survey on November 11. Thank you for all the ways
you help Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church to thrive in Christ.
Yours in faith,
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CARING
DEACONS CORNER
Linda Linegar
Co-Moderator

Mary Anderson Freja Cranston Judy Hans

Alida Wilkes
Co-Moderator

Alida Wilkes Deacon of the Month

Rex Knorr

Kathy Moyer

Carlton Wiens

What is it about Autumn? Is it the colors around us? The green in the foothills from the summer's
monsoons? Or the intermittent red and gold of changing foliage? Maybe it's the cooling of summer temperatures which encourages better sleep and increased energy. Or possibly it's a change in
our daily menus from cool, crisp salads to heartier soups and stews. I'm not sure, but I know that
this is one of the best times of the year! The holidays are coming, so lets steal a moment to sit
down, take a deep breath, and silence all that "white noise" going on around us. For we're truly
blessed to be in one of God's most beautiful places on earth, surrounded by good and caring people.
"Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to
peace. And be thankful." New International Version; Colossians 3:15

HEALTH MINISTRY

A Health Ministry Message from Pamela Schultz
Are you having a hard time reading the hymnal or the worship bulletin?
We have a wonderful resource in this church. Every week, the worship
bulletin and the hymns are made available via email to anyone interested
in using a tablet device during worship. Tablets allow users to enlarge
text for easy reading.
Reading hymns and the worship bulletin enlarged on my tablet has been
very helpful to me because a hymnal is too heavy for my polio-affected
arms. Using my tablet or smart phone and being able to share it with
Carl, my husband (who is living with Alzheimer's) has been a blessing to
us both.
If you are interested in using your own tablet to enhance your worship
experience, Carlton Wiens welcomes you to contact him for technical assistance. You may call him at 520-247-6016 or email him at
cwiens2@mac.com.

CAN YOU FIND OUR
Automated External Defibrillator (AED)?
We want everyone to know that:
AN AED UNIT IS LOCATED IN RM. 5 ON THE SOUTH WALL OUTSIDE THE SINGLE
BATHROOM. Follow the signs! The Door to Rm 5 is to remain unlocked whenever anyone is
on our campus, no matter how briefly – during all meetings, grounds work, events, and worship!
Many thanks to the core group of 20 Mountain Shadows’ leaders who received CPR/AED training
on September 26th. Training costs were supported by the Mike Munro Memorial funds. (Cont’d)
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Health Ministry - Cont’d

Please know that whether you are trained or not, AZ Good Samaritan laws are in place, so that you
can offer assistance and participate in our “Culture of Action” – as we respond to the best of our
abilities in an emergency.
Remember, doing something is better than doing nothing at all! Congregants may be called upon
to phone 9-1-1, assist a first responder, continue CPR compressions, retrieve the AED unit, direct
arriving EMS teams, or even activate the new AED unit which gives verbal prompts and directions.
There is more information about our AED in the church office.
Jayne Raffety, MSPC Health Ministry Moderator, is also available to answer any questions.

GATHERING
Christian Community Ministry Team
Please plan to join us for the Appetizer Party and Dessert/Carol Sing on Sunday, December 9th. The evening will begin at 5:00 pm at a host’s home with appetizers. Rita and
Dave Smith have graciously agreed to open their home in SaddleBrooke for our members
who live north of Mountain Shadows. We still need a host home for our members who live
south of Mountain Shadows. Please let a member of the Christian Community Team know if you
would be willing to host our Southern location.
Participants will be asked to provide a dessert or a hearty appetizer to feed 10-12 people. Look for
additional information in upcoming Mountain Shadows church bulletins and the December Oracle. Coordination of participants and their hosts will take place the week of Nov. 26 th and
invitations will be distributed Sunday, Dec. 2nd during fellowship.
The carol sing/dessert will begin at 7:00 pm at Mountain Shadows. You may choose to bring a dessert and only attend the carol sing. Please sign-up to attend this annual event by November 25 th.
Please stay after Christmas Eve Service. We will be serving hot cider, gingerbread and chocolate star cookies under the Ramada.

Shawne Cryderman - CCMT Moderator
Membership
Thinking about Church Membership? Please contact Pastor Rachel Srubas at 520825-7858 or speak to Membership Ministry Team Moderator Deborah Derting at 520603-0896. We will schedule an informational visit with you to prepare you for church
membership.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Penny Gibbs Memorial:
November 8 at 10:00 a.m.

On Thursday, November 8, at 10:00 a.m., a Worship Service of Witness to the Resurrection
in Memory of Penny Gibbs will take place at Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church. Please
mark your calendar and plan to honor the life of our beloved church member, Penny. A reception
with light refreshments, hosted by our Deacons, will immediately follow the service. Gifts in
memory of Penny Gibbs may be made to Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church (and will
be put to faithful use to support Deacons' ministries), or may be made to Paws for Life Animal
Shelter, 2555 W Zinnia Ave Tucson, AZ 85705.
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Home Communion Training and Refresher:
for Prospective and Continuing Servers

WORSHIP & MUSIC: cont’d

On Sunday, January 6, 2019 at 11:30 a.m. in Room 3, please join Pastor Rachel Srubas,
Home Communion Coordinator Jayne Raffety and friends for a refresher/introduction
training for Home Communion Servers. We will cover the prayerful and practical components of this sacramental ministry. Servers must complete this training before being sent, twoby-two, to visit homebound or hospitalized congregants and share the Sacrament of the Lord's
Supper with them. Previously-ordained Presbyterian Elders and Deacons are strongly encouraged
to attend, as are already-trained Servers needing a refresher. Non-ordained church members are also
eligible and will be paired up with ordained partners when visiting folks and serving Holy Communion. Watch for the sign-up sheet and/or talk with Pastor Rachel or Coordinator Jayne.

All Saints Sunday Worship, November 4th
On All Saints Sunday, November 4, Parish Associate Rev. Denise Edwards will lead
our 10:00 a.m. worship service. It will include a special time to give thanks to God
for the lives of those who have died into life everlasting in the past year.
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it.
Psalm 24:1
Psalm 24 is the psalm of the day for November 1, All Saints Day. During the month of
November, I find myself reflecting on “endings.” All Saints is the end of life as we
know it; Christ the King is the end of the church year. It seems all four Sundays of November the
scripture refers to end times and second comings. If the earth is the Lord’s and we all live in it – we
must have clean hearts to enter into God’s presence. We must be ready when God does call us!
The Hand Bell Choir is rehearsing on Tuesdays, from 4-5 pm in Rm 2. We are learning 3 pieces
to play for the First Sunday of Advent, December 2. We will also “ring” the call to worship each
Sunday of Advent. The Hand Bells will accompany the Choir on their anthem Of the Fathers Love
Begotten.
The choir is working diligently on a few surprises for the month of November. These are the pieces
we are preparing with our instrumentalists – Love One Another, Canticle of the Turning and The
King of Love!
If you have any questions about: “ringing” after Advent with the Hand Bell Choir, and/or if you
have questions about “singing” with the Choir and/or you are an Instrumentalist and are interested in joining our music program, please call or email me at 520-982-2437 or bcdame@comcast.net!
You really are welcome to join us!

Charmaine Piane Dame, Music Director
Adult Faith Formation

LEARNING

THRIVE: A One-Day,
All-Church Retreat,
February 28, 2019

Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church will hold a one-day, all-church retreat on Thursday, February 28, 2019 at the Redemptorist Renewal Center. All women and men of Mountain Shadows
will be invited to spend the day together in worship, conversation, learning, and meal-sharing, to explore what it means to be flourishing Christians in a thriving congregation. Save the date of February 28, 2019, and plan to attend the all-church retreat. Please watch for future information about it,
and read about The Thrive Project on the cover of this Oracle newsletter.
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Adult Faith & Formation Cont’d

2018 – 2019 Presbyterian Women Horizons Bible Study
The first Women’s Bible Study Class will be November 1st from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30
p.m. Meetings will run the first and second Thursdays from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. during November through April with the exception of December.
We will study God's Promise: “I Am With You.” Each of the nine lessons “…traces God’s recurring
promise of presence from Genesis through the Gospels—from the beginning to the end of the age.
God’s “I am with you” promise is spoken in varied circumstances and to many different people
throughout scripture. Some instances may be quite familiar, while others might surprise you.”
Come join us! Newcomers encouraged! If you have any questions contact Karen Koopmans.

Thank You George & Sherry Gregg!
Thanks to George and Sherry Gregg our church library has grown. While George and
Sherry were sorting through their vast collection of books for their move, they donated the following books to our library: “The First Paul - Reclaiming the Radical Visionary Behind the Church’s Conservative Icon” by Marcus Borg and John D. Crossan,
BOR225.9; “Moses - The Man of Selfless Dedication” by Charles Swindoll, MOS221.9; “The
Story - The Bible As One Continuing Story of God and his People” foreward by Max Lucado
and Randy Frazee. LUC220.2; “The Prodigal God - Recovering the Heart of the Christian
Faith” by Timothy Keller, KEL226.8; “A 3rd Serving of Chicken Soup for the Soul” by Jack
Canfield and Mark Victor Hansen, CAN158.12; “City of Prayer - 40 Days with Desert Christians” by Pastor Rachel M. Srubas, SRU242; “The Hidden Spirituality of Men - Ten Metaphors
to Awaken the Sacred Masculine” by Matthew Fox, FOX204.4; “The Cost of Discipleship” by
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, BON241.5; “Where is God When It Hurts” by Philip Yancey, YAN248.8.
Two of the books donated (one which is a Bible with a zipped cover) will be given to Sifa and her
family. Again, thank you George and Sherry.

Mary Anderson, Mountain Shadows Library
Advent Adult Education Opportunity: “Jesus: The Early Years”
Have you ever wondered what Jesus was up to as a kid? Apart from the stories of
Jesus’ birth in Matthew and Luke and the note in Luke 2 regarding the young boy
Jesus in the temple, the Bible says nothing about Jesus’ “early years.” But the religious tradition
has had MUCH more to say. We will look at the stories of Jesus’ birth and youth in early Christian
tradition, both biblical and extra-biblical sources, as well as trace those traditions down into the Islamic tradition, showing how the church and mosque had a robust, interesting and often entertaining story to tell. Classes will be held during Advent, leading up to the Christmas season: Mondays, Nov. 26, Dec. 3, 10 and 17 from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. in room 3. Please join us! Class led by
Dr. Rod Hutton, emeritus Prof. of Old Testament, Trinity Lutheran Seminary.

Rod Hutton, Elder, Learning Moderator
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TENDING
SESSION of MSPC
At its meeting on October 17th 2018, the session of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church joyfully received the following individuals into church membership, Sam Leeper, Carol and John Reid,
and Janet Rives, pictured here.

The session also acted to approve announcements inviting the congregation to participate in efforts
to meet the needs of asylum seekers who are temporarily residing in Tucson-area churches, as legally sanctioned by the United States government.
Additionally approved was the creation of a pass-through account that will allow Mountain Shadows
congregants to make contributions to support Redeemer Baptist Church of Ntunge dep, Cameroon,
Africa. Mountain Shadows member, Sam Leeper, is a longtime supporter of this mission.
Lastly, the session approved the recording of a successful financial audit of Mountain Shadows having been conducted for the year 2017.
If you have any questions about the Session's work or decisions, please contact Clerk Skip Brauns or
Vice Clerk Cassi Fraley. Please pray for all of the elders who dedicate their time and leadership to
discerning and carrying out God's purposes for our congregation.

FINANCE
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent months, year-todate results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results. If you have questions
about the Church’s finances, please contact David Raffety, Treasurer, at 520-544-7397 or Jeff
States, Elder & Finance Moderator at 520-268-8956.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
September
2018

Regular Offerings

------------September
Actual
$

20,040

Other Income
Total Income
Total Expense
Income less Expense

2018
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

215,908

$

284
20,324

$
$

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

216,500

$

2,941
218,849

25,721

$

(5,397)

$

2017
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

211,658

$

2,854
219,354

$

8,145
219,803

200,680

$

210,114

$

202,425

18,170

$

9,240

$

17,378

David Raffety, Treasurer
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FACILITIES

We Have Been Busy!

Your Facilities Team has been hard at work remodeling the Ramada area. We assembled three new benches for gatherings. The benches weigh over 200 pounds
each and are made entirely from recycled plastic. We purchased two new metal
conversation tables that are placed near the cookies!
We also added two new rolling carts for Just Coffee sales, and to use for food
donation Sunday. We locked four tables in place to be used for normal Sunday displays and refreshments. All these additions will improve the Ramada as a welcoming area for our church. Selfishly, it
will also cut down on all the lifting needed each Sunday by Facilities Team members. Enjoy the new
benches!

Facilities Team Names October MVP Award
Your Facilities Team has come up with a new way to show appreciation for above and
beyond effort in the month. This is the first MVP award ever presented. MVP is decided upon by a committee of one, me. There are very few rules regarding how often
an MVP will be awarded, who can receive the coveted award, or if I’ll remember to
tell anyone. Of course, the award comes with no cash prizes. Just the gratitude of a thankful church!
As mentioned before, there aren’t many rules, so the first MVP is very unique, as we have co winners. Tony Zoellner and Larry Meisegeier have worked extremely hard in Oct. Not only did Tony do
set up all month, which does win an MVP award but can tip the scales, he helped assemble new
benches and carts, along with working hard to move chairs in preparation for the sanctuary carpet
cleaning. Larry, who just returned this month, also helped with assembly, and spent many hours
sprucing up the landscaping.
Thanks to both Tony and Larry. Enjoy this well deserved award.

Dan Linegar, Facilities Elder

GIVING
STEWARDSHIP
Our theme for this year’s campaign is “Living Courageously” based upon 1 Timothy 6:18-19,
“They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for
themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life
that really is life.” How is God calling you to let go of your worries and modify your desires so that
you can become more generous? How is God calling you to serve the least and the lost? Remember
- the stewardship campaign starts Sunday December 30, 2018 and concludes with Commitment
Sunday on January 20, 2019.

Dave Smith, Stewardship Ministry Moderator

“Is your will out-of-date? When you update it, please remember the church.
… a thought from the Legacy Ministry
Page 7

VENTURING
MISSION AND OUTREACH
Mission Matters at MSPC!
Here’s what is happening with Missions for the month of November:
Sunday, November 4th:
• 1st Sunday Food Bank Donations will be collected and delivered to IMPACT of Southern Arizona.
• Irene Camp will be selling Just Coffee for the Frontera de Cristo border ministry.
• Starting November 4th, Mountain Shadows will be collecting for the Thanksgiving Food Baskets program for neighbors in need in the Catalina and Oracle area. Nan Nasser will have signup sheets available on the ramada each Sunday through November 18th listing all food items
desired. These food products will be put into Thanksgiving Food Baskets and distributed by
IMPACT of Southern Arizona. Gift cards for area markets and cash donations are also welcome!
Sunday, November 11th:
• Thanksgiving Food Basket food collections for IMPACT of So. AZ.
Sunday, November 18th:
• Irene Camp will be selling Just Coffee for the Frontera de Cristo border ministry.
• Thanksgiving Food Basket food collection for IMPACT of So. AZ. (FINAL COLLECTION
DAY)
Sunday, November 25th:
• Socks and gently used clothing collection for local charities. See Helen Wiens.
• Adopt-A-Family Christmas Program sign-up sheets will be available on the ramada. This Deacon sponsored event is coordinated by Nan Nasser for families in the Tri-Community Food
Bank area in Mammoth. Congregants and friends are asked to “adopt” a family or family member by purchasing holiday gifts as specified by the families.
Thank You, Mountain Shadows! During the last month, Mountain Shadows’ Mission and Outreach Ministry made monetary donations to the following mission partners: Global Mission Workers, Rev. Darren Kennedy and Rev. Scot and Elmarie Parker. Mountain Shadows also donated to
the Hurricane Relief Fund through the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance organization. A big thank
you for contributions to the Young Adult Volunteers (YAVs) Welcome Basket that was presented to
the YAVs on Sunday, October 14th and to Fran Moran for the lovely afghan each YAV received.
1 Corinthians 3: 5-9 “For we are God’s servants, working together.”

Laura Carey, Mission and Outreach Elder

Cont’d
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

CAFÉ JUSTO (JUST COFFEE)
CELEBRATES THEIR 16TH ANNIVERSARY
On Saturday November 10th, from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm in Agua Prieta, Mexico, you are
invited to be part of Just Coffee’s 16th Anniversary. Among the farmers who will be coming are
founding members Dona Soraida and her son Mundo. He was able to return from Atlanta and be
reunited with his family because of Café Justo. Dona Soraida was one of 25 farmers (most in their
50’s, 60’s and 70’s) who in the midst of great economic and emotional despair dared to dream that
their hard work growing organic coffee would be valued, that their children would return home and
that their grandchildren would not only finish high school, but attend college
Rev. Mark Adams, our Frontera de Cristo US coordinator recently wrote, “In the face of bad news,
God calls us not only to lament but also to live out good news. We are grateful for the vision and
perseverance of men and women like Dona Soraida who put flesh on the good news of God by
bringing together families, individuals, communities and organizations to create new opportunities
for family to thrive together.”
Personal Note: When I visited Chiapas, I stayed in the home of Mundo Soraida. He had just returned from Atlanta to work in the coffee fields under the new cooperative, Café Justo. I met his
two daughters. One has recently graduated from nursing school. The other will graduate from college soon. I plan to go to the celebration, stay overnight, and attend the Presbyterian Church in
Douglas on Sunday morning. Let me know if you would be interested in attending this celebration.
Irene Camp (520-818-0504)

Irene Camp, Mission Connector for Café Justo/Frontera de Cristo
Big thanks you to our congregation for the generous support of the Tucson Borderland Young Adult Volunteers (YAVs). A special thank you to
Fran Moran for knitting and donating the five afghans that were presented
to the YAVs and site director Allison Wood. They were grateful and
amazed at the generosity of our congregation. Thank you!
HOLIDAY INVITATION
YAV Holiday Open House
When: 5:00 P.M, December 11, 2018
Where: 527 E Waverly Street, Tucson, AZ 85705
Please come and get to know and support these wonderful young people, have a cup of cheer (hot
chocolate or apple cider), sing Christmas songs and eat holiday cookies. You can RSVP to Elizabeth Houle at deneliz64@gmail.com or call 520-400-3065. Car-pooling will be arranged.

Eliazbeth Houle, Mission Connector for YAVs
Tucson Refugee Ministry
TRM continues to provide excellent volunteer training and sponsor meaningful events.
Mark your calendars and sign up on line for the annual Thanksgiving dinner November
17 at Amphitheater High School. Carpooling leaving from the church will be arranged. See the
TRM webpage, http://www.tucsonrefugeeministry.com for details and for other volunteer opportunities.
(Cont’d)
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

Refugee and Immigrant Resettlement Updates
Welcome to Mountain Shadows, Sifa and Family…

Mountain Shadows Church was blessed to have Sifa and her entire family for worship followed by
a luncheon September 23. Thanks to all who helped with the planning, transportation, wonderful
food and fun fellowship. It was great to have so many Mountain Shadows’ folks see the family
again and marvel over the progress they’ve made.

Dennis Nelson, Connector for Refugee and Immigrant Resettlement

THANK YOUs, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS
DUE DATES: The December 2018 Oracle
articles, are due to Office Manager
Judy Leonard on Thursday, Nov 15th.

VISIT US ONLINE
Food Bank donations collected
Sunday, November 4th and will be Missed the latest sermon? Need to refer to the latest Sunday bulletin?
Visit our website at
donated to IMPACT.
www.mountainshadowschurch.org.Click on the
Resource tab and find the heading “Sermons” or
DON’T FORGET OUR EMAIL
“Sunday Bulletins.” It is as easy as that! What a
ADDRESS:
MSPCOFFICE@GMAIL.COM great way to stay connected to Mountain Shadows Church, even if you are unable to attend SunPlease sign up to Greet, Donate day worship.
Flowers, Usher, and provide the
ministry of Hospitality on Sunday mornings. Sign-up sheets are
on the table under the Ramada.
E-Oracle Newsletter!
Receive your Oracle via email.
Contact Office Manager, Judy Leonard, at
mspcoffice@gmail.com to be added to the email list. Those who want to continue to
receive a paper copy, please pick up your Oracle the 1st Sunday of the month, under the
ramada.
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November 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Pastoral Leadership & Care,
October 29-November 5
Pastor Rachel Srubas will take a portion of her annual
study leave October 29-November 5, attending a clergy
development conference provided by the Board of Pensions of the Presbyterian Church (USA). During this period, Parish Associate Rev. Denise Edwards will provide
worship leadership and pastoral care with Deacon support. Call the church at 520-825-7858 to get connected.

4

5

6
10:00
Balance Class

Rev. Denise Edwards
Preaching

4:00 Bells

7
9:00 ESL
1:00
Stewardship
Mtg
2:00 Finance

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9

10

16

17

23

24

2:00 Women’s
Bible Study
2:00 Nominating
Mtg
2:00 Christian
Meditation
3:45 Choir
Practice

8

10:00
Penny Gibbs
Memorial
2:00 Women’s
Bible Study
2:00 Christian
Meditation
3:45 No Choir
Practice

11

12

13
10:00
Balance Class
4:00 Bells

14
9:00 ESL
1:00 Session

15
1:00 CCMT Mtg
2:00 Christian
Meditation
3:45 Choir
Practice
Oracle Deadline

18

19

20

10:00 Deacons

10:00 Last
Balance Class

21
9:00 ESL

22
Office Closed

Office Closed

4:00 Bells

25

26

27

4:00 Bells
2:00
Advent Study
Jesus: The Early
Rev. Denise Edwards Years
Christ the King
Sunday

28
9:00 ESL

29

30

3:45 Choir
Practice

Preaching
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