December 2018

It’s Advent: Let Your Light Shine
Advent is the season of remembrance, anticipation, and hope
that leads to Christmas. Sometimes, Advent begins in November. But this year, a stretch of December days will move
us through darkness to the light of Christ, whose birth we recall and toward whose ultimate return we look forward. During worship at 10:00 a.m. on the four Sundays of Advent
at Mountain Shadows Church, we will observe the beloved custom of lighting Advent candles. This ritual will culminate in the lighting of the
Christ candle during the 5:00 p.m. worship service on Christmas Eve.
In 1907, a preacher named Rev. William L. Watkinson delivered a sermon titled “The Invincible
Strategy,” in which he spoke words that many people remembered and often repeated: It is far better to light the candle than curse the darkness. “The candle” was Rev. Watkinson’s metaphor for
good works—acts of justice, mercy, kindness, and luminous resistance—which are much more effective in overcoming evil than are negatively combative attempts to overpower destructive forces.
Here is Watkinson’s quotation in a fuller context: …Denunciatory rhetoric is so much easier and
cheaper than good works, and proves a popular temptation. Yet it is far better to light the candle
than curse the darkness.
In other words, if you and I look around us and we see injustice being done; if we turn on the news
and we hear prominent leaders demeaning human beings; if we go online and read contemptuous
comments, the best response is to let our light shine. It does little good to complain, and even less
good to lash out in anger. What does make a life-giving difference, however, is to overcome evil
with good (Romans 12:21).
The candles we light on the four Advent Sundays and the Christ candle we light on Christmas Eve
are more than sentimental holiday decorations. Advent candles remind us that the people who
walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them
light has shined (Isaiah 9:2). We light candles as an act of worship because God’s light of holiness, healing, and help leads us out of shadowy despair into radiant clarity. By faith in Jesus, the
light of the world, we see ourselves as we are: light-bearers in a world that needs all the illumination we can carry. Ours is a ministry of letting our light shine before others, so that the goodness of
God shines through our good works.

Yours in Christ, Pastor Rachel Srubas
P.S. Remember: Christmas Eve candlelight worship at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, December 24.
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“The Decree,” by Ann Weems
And in these days a decree goes out to all the world,
for these are taxing times.
We are all called again to go to Bethlehem,
no matter the state of our health or our world.
We come, obedient and faithful,
for we have heard the message,
we have dreamed the dream
that God will come to dwell among us.
We come, expectant with joy,
pregnant with anticipation,
for God has done great things for us.
We come searching for a sign;
bearing our gifts we come.
We come, called from the silent hillsides of our hearts,
startled and frightened by the magnitude of light,
we huddle together toward Bethlehem.
We come, one by one,
and yet, as one,
dancing into the Promise.

Carlton Wiens

From Kneeling in Bethlehem by Ann Weems

Shared with love & joy to All this Christmas—

HEALTH MINISTRY

Kathy Moyer, Deacon of the Month

BLUE CHRISTMAS
When Merry Christmas is just not feeling so very merry!

Is this your first Christmas without a loved one? Does stress heighten for you in this season of many events, preparations, and family interactions? Do memories (good and bad)
flood into you at this time of year? Do you find yourself re-experiencing grief or loss?
Perhaps, you are just feeling “Blue” at Christmastime?
Please know that you are loved, where you are, by God and by your church!
On Thursday December 6th, in the Sanctuary from 2:00 PM - 3:30 PM, all are welcome to
come and breathe, listen, feel, and pray. Pastor Rachel Srubas and Christian Meditation leader
Joe Doerfer will lead a Guided Christian Meditation with the HOPE that you encounter God and
the Holy Spirit and find some PEACE to sustain you this Christmas season.
Also, please stop by the Health Ministry table in December to pick up some supportive
Care Notes to take home for yourself or a friend for the season!
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GATHERING
Christian Community Ministry Team

Mountain Shadows Has a New
Kitchen – Well, Newly Remodeled!

Mountain Shadows happily donated our large
industrial size gas stove to Southside Presbyterian Church for their use in preparing food for the homeless in South Tucson. The
warming table, which for the last nine years had been used as counter space, was sold.
The proceeds purchased new shelves and shelf liners, provided for the kitchen to be
professionally cleaned (walls and floors) and funded the installation of a plastic cover
for the stove hood. Please stop in and see the new and much-improved kitchen!

In order to keep our improved kitchen neat and tidy, the Christian Community Ministry Team respectfully asks that if you want to “gift” the kitchen any non-perishable items like leftover paper
products, odd plates and bowls, etc. to please talk to one of our team members first. We appreciate
you thinking of us, but we may not need the items. Thank your for keeping the church’s kitchen a
place we can happily use and work in easily.

Hot Cider & Gingerbread
Please stay after Christmas Eve Service on December 24th. Worship will be at 5:00 p.m. and
we will serve hot cider, gingerbread and chocolate star cookies under the Ramada directly afterwards.

Table of Friends: A Ministry that Builds Community
It is time to sign up again for Table of Friends. We invite all (couples and singles) to gather for a meal or an activity such as a night at the movies, a game night
or whatever your group chooses to do. We all know that good things happen when
we spend time together. It doesn’t make any difference the time of day or the type of
activity or the type of meal that we share. The important thing is the fellowship that comes when we
get together. Please sign up on the orange sheet on the Ramada by Dec. 31 st for this fun Fellowship activity. Groups will meet monthly from January – April. Information letters with your
group information will be mailed to you the first week in January. If you have any questions, please
contact Rita Smith @ 520/818-9239 or Karen Kuehlwein @ 520/297-9258.

Shawne Cryderman - CCMT Moderator
Membership

Thinking about Church Membership?

Please contact Pastor Rachel Srubas at 520825-7858 or speak to Membership Ministry Team Moderator Deborah Derting at 520-603-0896. We
will schedule an informational visit with you to prepare you for church membership.

WORSHIP & MUSIC
A Service of Witness to the Resurrection in Memory of Jack Leer will take place at Mountain
Shadows Presbyterian Church on Thursday, December 6, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. All are welcome to
attend and give thanks to God for Jack's life.
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WORSHIP & MUSIC: cont’d

Home Communion Training and Refresher:
for Prospective and Continuing Servers

On Sunday, January 6, 2019 at 11:30 a.m. in Room 3, please join Pastor Rachel Srubas,
Home Communion Coordinator Jayne Raffety, and friends for a refresher/introduction
training for Home Communion Servers. We will cover the prayerful and practical components of this sacramental ministry. Servers must complete this training before being sent, two-by
-two, to visit homebound or hospitalized congregants and share the Sacrament of the Lord's
Supper with them. Previously-ordained Presbyterian Elders and Deacons are strongly encouraged
to attend, as are already-trained Servers needing a refresher. Non-ordained church members are also
eligible and will be paired up with ordained partners when visiting folks and serving. Holy Communion. Watch for the sign-up sheet and/or talk with Pastor Rachel or Coordinator Jayne Raffety.
“Then the peoples of the earth shall see me, the Messiah, coming in a cloud with
power and great glory. So when all these things begin to happen, stand straight and
look up! For your salvation is near.” Luke 21: 27-28 (TLB)
Advent is upon us!
The Hand Bell Choir is ringing in the Advent Season beginning December 2nd with “O Come O
Come Emmanuel.” Each week of Advent, hand bells will call us to worship. One of the pieces for
December 2 will be “Lo How a Rose”, a hand bell-organ duet! Plus a couple other surprises – that
includes the Choir!
The Choir & Instrumentalists are preparing a new anthem “Celtic Advent Carol” for the December
16th service! It will be a lively and music filled worship service.
Don’t forget about the Christmas Eve service on December 24th. A festive evening of prayer,
scripture and music is promised. To enhance our Christmas Eve worship, we are fortunate to welcome Carolyn Ancell, a gifted local harpist. More information to follow!
If you have any questions about “ringing” after Advent with the Hand Bell Choir, please call or
email me! AND if you have questions about “singing” with the Choir or you are an Instrumentalist and are interested in joining our music program, please call or email me! 520-982-2437 or
bcdame@comcast.net
YOU really are welcome to join us!

Charmaine Piane Dame, Music Director

LEARNING
ALL CHURCH RETREAT, February 28, 2019

All-Church Retreat:
Save the Date of
Thurs., February 28, 2019

On Thursday, February 28, 2019, you are invited to join your sisters and brothers in faith from
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church at an all-church retreat.
Why? Celebrate the ways that Mountain Shadows is a thriving church. Envision possibilities
for our congregation’s future flourishing.
Where? Redemptorist Renewal Center on Tucson's west side.
Who? Along with Pastor Rachel Srubas and other leaders of our congregation, Rev. Teresa
Cowan Jones, a respected Tucson spiritual leader, will facilitate the retreat.
How much? It's free of charge! Come and enjoy the gift of time together in a beautiful place.
Please save the date of February 28 and plan to attend the retreat. More information will be
appear in the January Oracle newsletter.
Page 4

Adult Faith & Formation Cont’d

2018 – 2019 Presbyterian Women Horizons Bible Study
The Women’s Bible Study Class will be on hiatus during December and will resume
meeting on Thursday, January 3rd from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Meetings will run the
first and second Thursdays from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. during January through April.
We are studying God's Promise: “I Am With You.” Each of the nine lessons “…traces
God’s recurring promise of presence from Genesis through the Gospels—from the beginning to the
end of the age. God’s “I am with you” promise is spoken in varied circumstances and to many different people throughout scripture. Some instances may be quite familiar, while others might surprise you.”

Come join us! Newcomers encouraged! If you have any questions contact Karen Koopmans.

The Significance of Interfaith Dialogue
“Hate is a feeling that can only exist where there is no understanding” (Tennessee Williams). This
is why interfaith dialogue is so critical in our diverse and multi-cultural world. It is difficult
enough for Protestants to understand Roman Catholics. But what about our ability to understand
those religious cousins of ours from whom we are so often estranged: our Jewish and Muslim
members of the family of Abraham. We think we know about the Jewish faith because of our common tradition steeped in the Old Testament tradition and the anti-Semitic comments that infuse our
religious sentiments, both biblical and confessional. And we think we know about the Islamic faith
because of the ubiquitous news accounts and political commentary that paints them as terrorists or
at least dangerous. But antipathy exists where understanding is lacking.
The Christian faith was still in its early centuries of developing when the Muslim tradition began
taking shape in Christianity’s back yard. Islam looked at itself as a ‘reformed tradition’ that sought
to correct what it considered to be the excesses of both Judaism and Christianity. And it therefore
shares many of our common assumptions about God, about Jesus, about the biblical message of the
prophets and about lives of faith. Looking into Islam helps us to understand ourselves better, to
clarify our fundamental religious claims, and to warn against the excesses of religious claims that
we take on face value without sufficient self-critical reflection. To truly know oneself does not
come without also getting to know the other.
So when we study the biblical stories, it is of immense value to understand how such stories are
shared, shaped and processed through the lens of a different religious tradition. To see how Islam
and its central text, the Qur’an, for example, regard the stories of Jesus’ birth, ministry and death
helps us to clarify our own faith claims and to take them more seriously. To see how Islam and the
Qur’an reflect on the stories of Adam and Eve, of Noah and Moses, of David and Solomon, allows
us to come to a deeper appreciation of what happens when stories are shared and told and retold,
with new learnings revealed in each telling.
I hope you might join us in our occasional forays into how the same melody gets sung in different
religious traditions, and how religious claims can convey a deeper truth even when they are voiced
with a melody that often seems so discordant. A beautiful symphony might emerge.

Rod Hutton, Elder, Learning Ministry
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TENDING
SESSION of MSPC
Mountain Shadows’ November Session meeting was held on November 14, 2018. The Session’s active discussions included the removal, at their request, of four members from Mountain Shadows’
rolls. We are sad to lose members Al and Wanda Johnson, Sandra Stephens and Tom Long and pray
for their continued spiritual journeys.
Other items that were discussed and/or approved:
• A memorial service and interment for deceased church member Jack Leer will be held on Thursday, December 6th at 10:30 am.
• A “first pass” review of the church budget for 2019 was completed. The session will finalize the
2019 budget at the December Session meeting and present it to the congregation at the annual
congregational meeting on Sunday, January 27, 2019.
• The use of $2,000 unbudgeted money to purchase reduced rate advertising for 2019 was approved.
If you have questions or comments about Session you may ask any Session member.

Cassi Fraley, Elder, Vice Clerk of Session

FINANCE
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent months, year-todate results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results. If you have questions
contact David Raffety at 520-544-7397 or Jeff States at 520-268-8956.

David Raffety, Treasurer
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FACILITIES
Facilities MVP Named
Following in a long held tradition, Facilities is proud to announce the winner of the November
MVP award is Shawne Cryderman! Rarely does a non Facilities Team member win the award, but
this month Shawne took charge and did a deep cleaning of the kitchen. She organized many volunteers, watched over the cleaning crew, and put a final touch on long planned reorganization. Congratulations Shawne on your well deserved MVP award.

Dan Linegar, Elder, Facilities Moderator

GIVING
STEWARDSHIP
With Christmas fast approaching, please don’t forget about the upcoming stewardship
campaign. We acknowledge the tremendous support this congregation has provided to all
the ministries of MSPC. “Gratitude 2018” will be distributed on December 30 and mailed
the following day. It describes how Mountain Shadows is “Centered in Christ, Caring for Community”. The stewardship campaign will conclude with Commitment Sunday, January 20, 2019.

Dave Smith, Stewardship Ministry Moderator
Planning ahead is part of effective stewardship. Plan your will now—
and include a bequest to your church.
… a thought from Legacy Ministry

VENTURING
MISSION AND OUTREACH
Mission Matters at Mountain Shadows!
Blessings and Gratitude to Mountain Shadows
Looking back on 2018 and the blessings and gratitude expressed to Mountain Shadows, here is a
sample of the service extended to neighbors and strangers beyond our church doors:
Blessings and gratitude from YAVs Miranda, Dakota, Tanner, and Ryan for the welcome and support given to them as they start their year of ministry and service.
Blessings and gratitude from the Café Justo coffee growers in Chiapas, Mexico for purchasing coffee, which allows them to earn a living in their country of origin.
Blessings and gratitude from families in Catalina, Oracle, Mammoth and other surrounding communities for the generous donations by Mountain Shadows members to local food banks, which
provided hungry neighbors with basic food items and necessities.
Blessings and gratitude from the refugee youth attending Amphi High School, for the tutors helping
them read and improve their English skills.
Blessings and gratitude from children in Africa for dresses and shorts lovingly made by friends
Mountain Shadows.
(Cont’d)
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MISSION AND OUTREACH - cont’d

Blessings and gratitude from refugee family Sifa Mwenge and her children for the loving and supportive friendship extended by Mountain Shadows.
Blessings and gratitude from Sr. Jose Women’s Shelter for the clothing and hygiene products provided to women in Tucson who have no place to call home.
Blessings and gratitude from the Middle Eastern Presbyterian Fellowship for our partnership and
support of their ministries.
Blessings and gratitude from Rincon United Church of Christ for partnering with them to provide
food and travel necessities for newly arrived migrant asylum seekers.
And so many more…Blessings and Gratitude, Mountain Shadows!

December 2nd

More Blessings and Gratitude to Mountain Shadows…
Ways We Can Still Serve During December:

1st Sunday Food Bank Donations
Donate food and hygiene items on December 2 nd.. All items will be donated to Tri-Community
Food Bank in Mammoth. Any questions? Please contact Nan Nasser.
Café Justo Coffee Sales
Purchase delicious coffee for holiday gifts or to enjoy for yourself. Anyone buying coffee, as a host
gift, in December will also receive a free festive bag to hold their coffee. Contact Irene Camp.
Adopt-A-Family
Participate in the Adopt-A-Family program, sponsored by the Deacons, by purchasing holiday gifts
for needy families in the Tri-Community Food Bank area. Sign-Up sheets are available under the
ramada. Donations will be collected every Sunday through Sunday, December 16th. Monetary donations are also appreciated. Contact Nan Nasser or any Deacon. (See page 2. for the names of the
Deacons).
December 7th
Interfaith Community Services (ICS) Holiday Open House
The ICS Holiday Open House is Friday, December 7, 2:00-5:00 at 2820 W. Ina Road. Tour the
food bank and ICS offices and enjoy refreshments. Contact Karen and Sherwin Koopmans.
December 11th
Young Adult Volunteers Holiday Open House
Come join the YAVs for holiday refreshments and fellowship at the YAV house in Tucson. Contact
Elizabeth Houle.
December 16th
Café Justo Coffee Sales
Purchase delicious coffee for holiday gifts or to enjoy for yourself. Anyone buying coffee as a hostess gift in December will also receive a free festive bag to hold their coffee. Contact Irene Camp.

Just Coffee - Frontera de Cristo

Save The Dates!

On Tuesday, February 5, 2019 Mountain Shadows will again be venturing to the border cities of
Douglas, AZ and Agua Prieta, Sonora, Mexico for a border immersion trip that will focus on the
Café Justo ministry of Frontera de Cristo.
Cont’d
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

On Friday, February 15, 2019, Frontera de Cristo will hold their capital campaign fund raiser
“Taste of Chiapas”.
Keep these dates open on your new 2019 calendars! Details for both events coming early 2019.
Questions? Contact Irene Camp.
1 Corinthians 3: 5-9 “For we are God’s servants, working together.

Laura Carey, Elder, Mission & Outreach Moderator
Border-to-Border Trip

by Elizabeth Houle
I recently returned from an amazing and informative eight day trip that included three
days on the Arizona/Mexico border near Douglas, Arizona and Agua Prieta, Sonora, Mexico. Another five days were spent visiting the coffee farmers in Salvador Urbina and El Aquila in the state
of Chiapas, Mexico. We also visited the Guatemala/Mexico Border. The Presbyterian border ministry, Frontera de Cristo, sponsored the trip which focused on Coffee, Migration and Faith.
I took this trip in 2005 when the coffee farmers had just bought a building to hold their coffeeprocessing equipment; they were so proud of the building even though it was in much need of repair. Ceilings leaked. The bathroom was like an outhouse. There was graffiti all over. But, the
Coffee Growers Co-Op had a place to congregate and process their coffee. Now, thirteen years later, the building has a new roof (no leaking), two new bathrooms and a shower has been installed.
The village now has clean water for the families who live there. The changes in the village and for
the farmers that have occurred since 2005 are wonderful!
The coffee growers are very grateful to congregations like Mountain Shadows for continuing to purchase their Café Justo coffee. The farmers wanted me to bring back this message to you
“Thank you for buying our coffee! It has changed our lives and the lives of our families. It
has changed our village. Our schools were closed. Now we have the schools open through
12th grade. We can educate our children. Some of our children are now taking a bus and going to Tapachula (an hour bus ride) to attend a local university to study to become nurses and
other professions. The churches now have a pastor. Our families have health care, we have a
pension plan, our children do not have to migrate, and our families are together. We have
clean water, other businesses have opened in the village. Thank you for buying our Coffee!
Without you none of this would be possible.”
There is a waiting list to enter the Coffee Growers Co-Op, but unless the coffee sales increase, they
cannot support more farmers at this time. Remember to buy and promote Just Coffee because
each bag we purchase helps change lives!

Adopt A Family Christmas Giving Ministry
For years, Mountain Shadows has graciously supported families in the areas served by the Tri Community Food Bank located in Mammoth. This very depressed part of Pinal County has lost all
sources of income. Schools have closed and consolidated, and almost everyone in the town of Mammoth receives some sort of governmental assistance. But you are invited to brighten the holiday
for 25 people in assorted families by supplying gifts, a food basket based on canned ham, and
even necessary hygiene items. The Deacons will be helping with the program, and all baskets will
be delivered by the end of the week prior to Christmas.
(Cont’d)
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

There are Adopt A Family signup sheets for you to select what you wish to give. Please take a paper slip to put with the item when you return it – and Do Not wrap the gift. This is helpful to ensure that the right gift goes to the right recipient.
Deacons will contact the recipients to gather needed information, select delivery time, and let them
all know Santa is coming. Happily, this food bank allows us to personally deliver to the families.
You are welcome to support the program with cash/checks and we will buy the necessary items
that no one selected. We have requested 5 lb canned hams in the past, but they are difficult to find.
We will recommend 3 lbs this year, with 2 hams to the larger families.
Sign ups have begun. All items must come to church by Sunday December 16. That gives us time
to wrap, purchase, deliver in plenty of time.
Thank you all for your support. We truly are a church Centered in Christ, Caring for Community.

Nan Nasser (520)825-1245

THANK YOUs, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS

DON’T FORGET OUR EMAIL
ADDRESS:

MSPCOFFICE@GMAIL.COM

EARLY ORACLE DEADLINE!

TAKE NOTE! January 2019 Oracle
articles are due to Judy Leonard on
Friday, December 7th.

Please sign up to Greet, Donate
Flowers, Usher, and provide the
ministry of Hospitality on Sunday mornings. Sign-up sheets are
on the table under the Ramada.
ONLINE SERMONS, etc.
Visit our website at:
www.mountainshadowschurch.org.
Click on the Resource tab and find the heading
“Sermons” or “Sunday Bulletins.” It is as easy as
that! What a great way to stay connected to Mountain Shadows Church, even if you are unable to
attend Sunday worship.

E-Oracle Newsletter!
Receive your Oracle via email. Email Judy Leonard at mspcoffice@gmail.com to be
added to the email list. Those who want to continue to receive a paper copy, please pick
up your Oracle the 1st Sunday of the month, under the ramada.
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December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Christian Meditation will
meet on Thursday, December
6 at 2:00 p.m., then go on
holiday recess until Thursday, January 3 at 2:00 p.m.

2

3

4

5
9:00 ESL

Advent 1

2:00
2:30
Holy
Advent Study
Communion Jesus: The Early Health Ministry—
Skype
Years

9

10

11

12

6

10:30
Jack Leer
Memorial
2:00 Christian
Meditation
3:45 Choir
Practice

13

7

Sat

1
10:00
Advent
Workshop

8

Oracle Deadline

14

15

21

22

28

29

9:00 ESL
1:00 Finance

2:00
Advent 2 Advent Study
Jesus: The Early
Years

16

17

2:00 Legacy
3:00
Stewardship

18

19

3:45 Choir
Practice

20

9:00 ESL
1:00 Session

2:00
Advent 3 Advent Study
Jesus: The Early
Years

23

24

3:45 Choir
Practice

25

No ESL

Christmas Eve
Advent 4

26

27
3:45 No Choir
Practice

5:00 Worship

Christmas Day

30

31
Office Manger, Judy Leonard, will
be on vacation from Dec. 24th
through Dec. 31st.
New Year’s Eve
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