June/July 2019

Mountain Shadows is Over the Moon!
When I behold your heavens,
the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars
which you have set in place-what is humanity
that you should be mindful of us?
Who are we that you should care for us?
Psalm 8:3-4
Psalm 8 is a stargazer's hymn. It's also a scripture on the moon.
In 1969, the Apollo 11 mission delivered to the moon messages
engraved on a small disc. Among them was Psalm 8 and its
praise of God our Creator's heavenly handiwork in fashioning
the moon and stars.
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church invites you to "behold
the heavens" and reflect on the links between astronomy and
faith.
Save the date: On Monday, July 8, a group will caravan by carpool to Kitt Peak National
Observatory. Joining us will be Father Christopher Corbally, a Jesuit priest who holds a
Ph. D. in Astronomy. Father Corbally is the President of the National Committee for Astronomy of the Vatican City State and is a professor in the University of Arizona's Department of Astronomy. We are very fortunate that such an accomplished leader in both Christian
faith and star systems has agreed to accompany us on our star gazing adventure! On Monday,
July 15 at 2:00, Father Corbally will be Mountain Shadows' guest for a conversation about
the skies that we will have surveyed through Kitt Peak Observatory's telescopes. This opportunity is being brought to you by Mountain Shadows' Learning Ministry Team. See page 4 for
more information.
For other news of our congregation's June and July ministries, read on in this issue of the Oracle.
Remember! Pentecost is Sunday, June 9. Wear red to worship! Celebrate the Holy Spirit's
inspiration of the Church. The Presbyterian Pentecost Offering to support youth ministries will
be received.
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“Good Morning. This is GOD.”

Connie Wortman

Just to the right of the door leading from the garage to our house, there is a well-worn sign
tacked to the wall, in a fancy font with an ornate border, that reads:
Good morning. This is GOD.
I will be handling all your problems today.
I will not need your help.
So, Have a good day!
We didn’t put the sign there. It was left there by the people who owned the house before us. But
we liked it, so we kept it. And over the twelve years since we’ve lived in our house, the sign has
become age-worn and partially obscured by the brooms, mops, dustpans, vacuum cleaner hoses
and other household paraphernalia hanging near it that infringe on its space.
I rarely even notice that old sign anymore. But once in a while, my eye is inexplicably drawn to
it. And when I see it, it makes me smile, and I walk through the door feeling a little bit lighter.
“Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you.” Psalm 55:22

HEALTH MINISTRY

JUNE IS MEN’S HEALTH MONTH

MEN: TAKE CHARGE OF YOUR HEALTH !
See your doctor regularly (even if you are feeling fine) and please stop by the Health
Ministry Table in June to pick up resources and information on health conditions of special concern to men.
*Most men need to pay attention to their health. Compared to women, men are more likely to:
-

Smoke
Drink too much alcohol
Make unhealthy or risky choices
Put off regular checkups and medical care

*Read more at www.healthfinder.gov Health Topic: Men and explore Men’s health topics at the
National Institute on Aging www.nia.nih.gov/
Some health issues are unique to men (such as prostate disease and issues of sexual health) and others are more common in men than women (such as Coronary Heart Disease, Lung Cancer, HIV infection, Unintentional Injuries, Suicide, Chronic Liver Disease, and Parkinson’s disease.)
Men visit their doctors and engage in preventative care only half as much as women. Honest sharing
with your doctor, lifestyle changes, screenings, and taking charge of your health today will ultimately go a long way to extending years and quality to your life.
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Health Ministry - Cont’d

NEW AT THE HEALTH MINISTRY TABLE:
HEALTH COUPON REPOSITORY!
Bring and take manufacturer’s coupons to help offset increasingly expensive Over the Counter (OTC)
medications, health aids, protein and diabetic drinks,
and hygiene products. Mountain Shadows does not
endorse any products.

SAVE THE DATE
You and your friends are invited to Faith
Health Alliance North’s (FHAN) annual
free community health workshop on Wed.,
October 16th 12:30-3:30PM at Vista de la
Montana United Methodist Church.
This
Year’s program is CAREGIVING: Real
people, real stories, and real solutions!

GATHERING
Membership
Thinking about Church Membership? Please contact Pastor Rachel Srubas at 520-8257858 or speak to Membership Ministry Team Moderator Cassi Fraley at 520-342-7732. We will collaborate with you to prepare you for church membership.

WORSHIP & MUSIC
Tuning @ Tahoe…..
July 28 – August 2, I will be attending a conference for traditional church choral professionals from all denominations and church sizes. Through seminars, classes and workshops the focus will be on conducting skills, vocal pedagogy, worship design, rehearsal
techniques and 10 reading sessions, featuring more than 20 publishers and sponsored by J.W. Pepper.
I know I will be spiritually and musically rejuvenated!
The conference is held at Zephyr Point – a year round Presbyterian Center nestled around Lake Tahoe. The center provides professional training programs within various fields of ministry. Hence the
title - Tuning @ Tahoe!

SUMMER MUSIC PROGRAM
July 14 and August 11 - I’m sending out an open invitation to all musicians! We will meet Sunday morning at 9 am, rehearse a simple anthem, the congregational hymns and sing, play and pray
together for a couple weekends! Try it out, a short commitment that you may enjoy. Call/text or send
me an email – 520-982-2437 or bcdame@comcast.net

LEARNING
Adult Faith Formation

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION

Each Thursday at 2:00 p.m. in Mountain Shadows' chapel (the little room north of the
church office), a group gathers for a time of Christian Meditation. You're invited to attend
and practice this richly silent way of praying to God, who knows our needs.
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Adult Faith Formation - cont’d

When I Survey the Heavens…
what is humankind that you care for us? (Psalm 8:3-4)
Join us for a summer road-trip to Kitt Peak National Observatory, sponsored by the Learning Team.
This will be a guided tour of the three major telescopes on the site: The McMath-Pierce Solar Telescope, the Kitt Peak’s night-optical telescope, and the 4-meter Mayall Telescope. It will be a full
day of investigating the universe all around us. This excursion will be followed the next week by a
presentation by Dr. Christopher Corbally, President of the National Committee for Astronomy, Vatican City State, International Astronomical Union. Psalm 8 will be the background for our consideration of how we speak of God and of God’s love in an ever-expanding and infinite universe.
Join us at these times:
Monday, July 8: Field trip to Kitt Peak
7:30 a.m. departure from Mountain Shadows
5:00 p.m. return to Mountain Shadows
Monday, July 15: Presentation by Dr. Corbally
2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.,
Mountain Shadows, Room 3.
Cost is $13.00 per person. Sign-up Sheets will be available beginning Sunday, June 2.

TENDING
SESSION of MSPC
Mountain Shadows’ Session met on May 15, 2019 and May’s actions are reported below:
1. Sesson directed the Finance Ministry Team to:
• Transfer the balance from the Dick Lozier Memorial Fund to the Restricted Endowment
Fund for facilities maintenance.
• Transfer the remaining funds from the Choir Robe Fund to the Cash Reserve since the
purchase of robes has been completed.
• Disburse the remaining $52,212 balance in the Insurance Damage Reimbursement Fund
as follows:
• $25,000 to Debt Reduction;
• $12,500 to Facilities reserve for HVAC replacement, as needed;
• $14,712 to Cash Reserve.
2. A new Pentecost Offering will be received on June 9. Offerings collected will be used for both
local mission activities and national youth programs (e.g., YAVs).
3. The 2018 financial audit and a response from the Finance Ministry Team were approved.
4. Rev. Brad Munroe, Presbytery Pastor, will lead worship service on June 16.
5. A Middle Eastern missionary and theological professor who has visited Mountain Shadows in
the past will join us to co-lead Sunday morning worship service with Pastor Rachel on June 23.
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SESSION - cont’d

6. Session approved use of Mountain Shadow’s sanctuary by the Oro Valley Jazz Band for rehearsals this summer. Several Mountain Shadows’ members are members of the band.
7. Pastor Rachel’s vacation and study leave dates were approved.
8. David Raffety will investigate possible installation of solar cells on Mountain Shadows’ campus.

Nominating Committee Summer Homework
It is not too early for you to think about how you are called by God to serve in His church. The
Nominating Committee needs your help carrying out its role of discerning whom God is calling
among MSPC’s members, to serve as Ruling Elders, Deacons, and in some cases, Ministry Team
Moderators (not Session Elders). During the summer as you sit by the pool, hike, travel and in
your daily routine we are asking you as members of MSPC to pray about how God is calling you
to serve in these elected offices.
If you discern that God is calling you to serve or would like more information about being a Ruling Elder or Deacon, please talk to me or pass your interest along to Pastor Rachel. This will greatly assist us as we meet in the fall and carry out our nominating duties.

FINANCE
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent months, year-todate results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results. If you have questions
contact David Raffety at 520-544-7397 or Jeff States at 520-268-8956.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
April
2019

Regular Offerings

------------2019
--------April
Year-to-Date Year-to-Date
Actual
Actual
Budget
$

Other Income

17,132 $

106,746 $

443

1,800

110,400

2018
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

1,552

106,327

1,799

Total Income

$

17,575 $

108,546 $

111,952

$

108,126

Total Expense

$

31,982 $

95,918 $

103,620

$

92,459

Income less Expense

$

(14,408) $

12,627 $

8,332

$

15,666

“Please think about your legacy because you are writing it every day.” —Gary Vaynerchuk
… a thought from the Legacy Ministry
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GIVING
Legacy
Estate Planning
Estate planning is an important task but also an easy task to procrastinate. If you haven’t created
an estate plan, or if you haven’t reviewed and updated your estate plan in the past year, you need to
take on this task soon. The tax law changes for 2018 likely have made your estate plan out-ofdate.
For Christians, there is an added dimension to estate planning – recognizing that God is the owner
of our estate and that we are just the stewards. As stewards, it is important that we use our assets
to the fullest potential during our lifetimes for His glory. And, as a steward, we must also arrange
for the most efficient and effective transfer of our assets at death to the individuals and charitable
interests which reflect our biblical values.
While almost all of the reasons for procrastinating are understandable, none will lessen the reality
that the absence of an estate plan can have a devastating impact on our loved ones and our estate.
A proper estate plan can accomplish the following:
• Express God’s love.
• Provide for the financial needs of our family.
• Transfer the assets God has entrusted to you to the individuals and charitable interests
that reflect your faith.
• Transfer your estate in a tax efficient manner with the least possible amount of heartache,
cost or delay to your loved ones.
• Bring peace-of-mind to you.
Don’t delay! Start right away to update your estate plan. Questions? Contact a Legacy Ministry
Board member. Our Presbyterian Foundation also has excellent resources. Visit
www.PresbyterianFoundation.org
Adapted from material from the Presbyterian Foundation

STEWARDSHIP
One Great Hour of Sharing Results
Treasurer David Raffety reports that thru May 8th, the offerings for this year’s One Great Hour of
Sharing campaign is $4,618. This is comparable or exceeds previous years. Thank you, Mountain
Shadows!
The Communications Ministry Team (CMT)
has been busy and we want to share some of
the recent happenings and plans for the upCOMMUNICATIONS
coming summer months.
Did you notice the banner on the fence along Oracle Road inviting everyone to attend our
Easter services? There was also a great ad in the Tucson Explorer for those who receive
that newspaper. We recently renewed our SaddleBrooke/SaddleBrooke Ranch Source
Book entries so new neighbors will know about our church and where we can be found.

VENTURING
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Communications- cont’d

The MSPC Clothing Sale was a success. We
now have many church members wearing shirts, hats and carrying totes displaying our church name
and logo. Watch for another sale in the fall when cooler weather items will be offered.
Have you been checking the Mountain Shadows’ Facebook page? Just go to Mountain Shadows’
website and click on the Facebook icon and you’ll be taken to our wonderful daily postings contributed by Jayne Raffety.
We are currently working on a new church brochure and a new Attendance Form and Ministry Event
Description Form. During the hot summer months the CMT will be reviewing our current church
website and making enhancements.
Sunday August 11th will be our annual Sundae Sunday. We’ll be serving our ice cream and cookies
during fellowship. A special summer treat for those who “stay put” during this warmer time of the
Tucson year.
The CMT look forward to catching up with you during our weekly fellowship time. We are always
happy to hear about your plans and family events. Any thoughts you may have about communicating Mountain Shadows’ messages to the congregation and our neighboring communities are always appreciated.

MISSION AND OUTREACH
Mission Opportunities During the Summer!

1 Peter 4:10 “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s
varied grace.”
If you feel called to engage in service to others in our community this summer, here are a few opportunities for involvement that are happening over the next few months.

Feeding the Hungry this Summer

“For I was hungry and you gave me food…” Matthew 25:35
In supporting our initiative to become a Hunger Action Congregation for the PC(USA), Mountain
Shadows’ congregants can serve the marginalized population being supported by Tri-Community
Food Bank in Mammoth and San Manuel. There are several opportunities over the summer months
including:
(1) During the months of June, July and August, donate requested food items every Sunday to the
church. In June, breakfast items (kid friendly cereal, pancake mix (water mix) and syrup in plastic
bottles are desired; in July, lunch items are requested (canned meats, Velveeta in 1lb bars) and in
August, dinner items (canned meats, cooking oil in plastic containers, cake mixes) are desired. We
will also accept money for a “food & egg fund” that will help TCFB get those much-needed items.
Tri-Community Food Bank can always use donations of hygiene products; 4 pack rolls of toilet paper, soap, toothbrushes & paste, adult diapers, feminine products.
(2) Volunteer each Monday to work at the food bank from 9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. It just requires
some simple training. Several of you could carpool together, possibly working out schedules for all
volunteers.
(3) On the first Monday of each month, deliver prepared boxes of food to seven shut-in residents in
Mammoth.
Contact Nan Nasser to find out more!
Continued
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

3rd Sunday Donations for Asylum-Seeker Migrant Shelters
In response to the great need in the Tucson area for support of the temporary emergency shelters for
migrants legally seeking asylum in the U.S., Mountain Shadows will collect donations of nonperishable items every 3rd Sunday during June, July and August. Each month, the donated
items will be delivered to the migrant shelter with the greatest need. Please check the weekly bulletin for items that are being requested for that month. Items that are always in need are: travel
size hygiene products especially SPF lip balm and sun-screen, toilet paper, and large cans (Costco
size) of powdered lemonade. Collections for the Asylum-Seeker Migrant Shelters will begin
Sunday, June 16th. Please contact Laura Carey for more details.

Volunteer at an Asylum-Seeker Migrant Shelter
Mountain Shadows congregants are currently volunteering at Rincon Congregational United
Church of Christ (near Broadway and Craycroft) and Saint Francis in the Foothills United Methodist Church (near River and Swan) migrant shelters. The need is great for additional volunteers to
prepare and serve food, drive folks to the bus station or airport, sort and organize donations, create
and facilitate children’s activities and many more opportunities to serve. Speaking Spanish is a plus
but not required. Laura Carey or Denise Edwards can be contacted for details.

Sewing Little African Dresses (and Shorts)

“We’re not just sending dresses, we’re sending HOPE.”
This mission project to lovingly sew dresses for girls in Africa and other countries is active on an
ongoing basis at Mountain Shadows. These dresses and shorts (for boys) are made from new or
gently used pillow cases or other fabrics and sent to a non-profit Christian organization where missionaries deliver them to children around the world. If you love to sew or want to donate fabric or
other accessories (elastic and seam binding are always welcome!), please contact Julie Balogh for
information.

Frontera de Cristo and Café Justo/Just Coffee
Support Frontera de Cristo by buying coffee on the 1 st and 3rd Sundays each month. Your participation helps support this border ministry in the sister cities of Agua Prieta, Sonora and Douglas, Arizona. Contact Irene Camp for information on how to get involved with this coffee ministry. Read
the book “The Life and Death of Aida Hernandez: A Border Story” by Aaron Bobrow-Strain as
recommended by Rev. Mark Adams of Frontera de Cristo. It is a true border story that takes place
in Agua Prieta, Sonora and Douglas, AZ. Depending on interest, Missions will consider offering a
book discussion on this book in the fall or winter. Let Laura Carey know of your interest in discussing this powerful book. Two copies are available for congregants to borrow and read. Check at
the Café Justo table to see if they have been returned.

Refugee Resettlement Ministry
Provide support to Sifa Mwenge and family with her move to a new and larger apartment in June.
Contact Elizabeth Houle or Dennis Nelson for details.

Tucson Borderlands Young Adult Volunteers (YAVs)
Provide support to the Tucson Borderland YAVs for the continuation of their ministries in the Tucson area. The current three YAVs will be ending their year of service over the summer and five new
YAVs will begin in August. The current YAVs will worship at Mountain Shadows on July 14th.
Come say goodbye and wish them well on their future ministry journeys. The YAVs have launched
a campaign for continuing financial support called Sunscreeners. Check out their online website at
http://donorbox.org/sunscreeners or contact Elizabeth Houle for information.
Continued
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MISSION AND OUTREACH - cont’d

Volunteer Opportunities with Local MSPC Mission Partners
Check out the websites for some of our other mission partners. Many volunteer opportunities are
available this summer to help our neighbors in communities outside of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church.
Tucson Refugee Ministry at https://www.tucsonrefugeeministry.com/
IMPACT of Southern Arizona at https://www.impactsoaz.org/
Interfaith Community Services at https://www.icstucson.org/
1 Corinthians 3: 5-9 “For we are God’s servants, working together.”

THANK YOUs, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS
Please sign up to Greet, Donate
Flowers, Usher, and provide the
ministry of Hospitality on Sunday mornings. Sign-up sheets are
on the table under the Ramada.

Please pick up your
Mountain Shadows’ Directory.

ORACLE
DUE DATE:
The Aug/Sept 2019 combined Oracle articles are due to Office Manager Judy
Leonard on Monday, July 15th.

DON’T FORGET OUR EMAIL
ADDRESS:

MSPCOFFICE@GMAIL.COM

Church Office
Summer Hours:
Monday - Thursday
8:15 am - 2:30 pm
Friday - Closed
SUNDAY NURSERY CAREGIVER NEEDED!
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church seeks a mature,
reliable, flexible person to provide safe, paid nursery
care on Sunday mornings. Inquiries: 520-825-7858.

ONLINE SERMONS, etc.
Visit our website at:
www.mountainshadowschurch.org.
Click on the Resource tab and find the heading
“Sermons” or “Sunday Bulletins.” It is as easy as
that! What a great way to stay connected to
Mountain Shadows Church, even if you are unable to attend Sunday worship.
E-Oracle Newsletter!
Receive your Oracle via email. Email Judy Leonard at mspcoffice@gmail.com to be added
to the email list. Those who want to continue to receive a paper copy, please pick up your
Oracle the 1st Sunday of the month, under the ramada.
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June 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

Reading Between the Lines with Pastor
Rachel Scriptive Study Make-Up Dates:
Wednesday, June 5 at 3:00 pm
Thursday, June 27 at 3:30 pm.

2

3

4

Holy
Communion

9

10

11

5

6

10:00
Family Matters: 2:00 Christian
Creating a
Meditation
Legacy Album
3:00 Reading
Between the
Lines with
Pastor Rachel

12

13
2:00 Christian
Meditation

8

Office Closed
9:00—Spiritual
Director Supervison Group—
Chapel

14

15

Office Closed

Pastor Rachel on on Vacation

Pentecost Offering

16

7

17

Guest Preacher
Rev. Brad Munroe

18

19

20
2:00 Christian
Meditation

3:00 FHAN

21

22

Office Closed

Pastor Rachel on on Vacation

23

24

25

26

27
2:00 Christian
Meditation

PCUSA Mission CoWorker from Egypt
to Speak

30
Rev. Denise Edwards
Preaches

28

29

Office Closed

3:30 Reading
Between the
Lines with
Pastor Rachel
Church Office Summer Hours
Mon - Thurs
8:15 a.m. - 2:30 p. m.
Fridays
Office Closed
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July 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

Office Closed

7

8

Holy
Communion

Astronomy Field
Trip to Kitt Peak

14

15

YAVs visit

21

9

10

2:00 Christian
Meditation

16

17

2:00 Astronomy
Presentation

22

11

23

24

29

30

31

12

13

Office Closed

18

19

2:00 Christian
Meditation

Office Closed

25

26

2:00 Christian
Meditation

28

Office Closed

20

27

Office Closed

Church Office
Summer
Hours
Mon - Thurs
8:15 a.m. 2:30 p. m.
Fridays
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