November 2019

A Dozen Wonderful Reasons to Give Thanks to God!
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, greetings from your pastor. In this season of gratitude
and thanksgiving, I’m grateful to celebrate new members of our congregation. In September,
the Session received three new members, pictured from left to right:

Iris Pusti, Joy Pusti, and
Elizabeth Posey.

In October, the Session received nine more new members, shown from left to right below:
Bob Hendrickson, Jane Hendrickson, Randy Pennington, Suzanne Pennington, Susan Harden, Dawn
Doorn (affiliate member) Edd Doorn (affiliate member), Pete Ashton, and Theresa Ashton.
The Lord of abundant grace and love makes Mountain
Shadows a dynamic, hospitable congregation, refreshed
by new members and blessed by their God-given gifts.
For newcomers and long-timers alike, for visitors,
friends, and members of our church, may we always be
a Christ-centered community of welcome, compassion,
service, and joy.
Thanks be to God, from whom all blessings flow,

Page 1

CARING
DEACONS’ CORNER
Freja Cranston
Co-Moderator

Alida Wilkes
Co-Moderator

Brian Parker

Lynn Parker

Carlton Wiens

Judy Meister
Judy Hans

Beverly Johnston
Connie Wortman

Giving Thanks in Difficult Times
Turn on the TV or pick up a newspaper and we easily find anger, conflict and violence. Many of us
have our own personal issues that add to our concerns. We allow these things to load our minds and
we easily forget the wonders in our lives.
Reviewing and sharing the wonderful things that have happened in a life well lived is a joy for us,
our family and friends, and to God. Yes, we still have those difficult speed-bumps that slow us
down, keep us awake or change what we are able to do. The things that worry us are often a leading
feature of our prayers, and rightfully so.
I have found that the Lord enjoys thanks and appreciation in your prayers. As a result of an Internet
search, I found a list of over 100 Bible verses about giving thanks; a significant list of what appears
to be an important feature of our relationship with the Lord.
Put the requests to rest in the hands of the Lord, then include thanks for the many gifts the Lord has
given.
Psalms 136:1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.

HEALTH MINISTRY

Join Us For:
Just in the time for the Holidays:
Food Safety with Dan Engeljohn
Wednesday, November 6, 2019
2:00 p.m. -3:30 p.m. in Rm 3

Enjoy a PowerPoint presentation, learn about food myths, proper prep and storage, figure out the
true meaning of those expiration dates, and ask the questions you've been wondering about!
Healthy Snacks provided!

GATHERING
Oro ValleyJazz Band Concert,
Sunday, December 1, 2:00 p.m.

The Annual Advent Workshop
Saturday, November 30th, 10:00 a. m.

Save the date! Bring your friends to "Have Yourself a Jazzy Little Christmas," Sunday, Dec. 1
at 2:00 p.m. at Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church. Enjoy big band classics and favorite
holiday songs, followed by festive refreshments.
It's free!

Help start Advent in a joyous and meaningful
way by helping to decorate the church for the
Advent season. There is no need to sign up,
just show up! Call Lynn Parker with questions
(936) 293-0304.
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Christian Community Ministry Team
Fall Dinner Theatre Rehearsals are Cooking Along
And MSPC is Invited to Attend the Dress Rehearsal!
Sunday, November 10 at 2:00 pm,
Ballroom at Mountain View Community Center, SaddleBrooke
Admission: $15.00 - Please sign up on the RSVP list on the Ramada by Nov. 3rd

Checks should be payable to Mountain Shadows and given to Judi Brauns, David Raffety or Shawne Cryderman

The hilarious comedy COOKIN’ WITH GUS is about Gussie, a famous food columnist and cookbook author, who has been offered her own daily network television show but is terrified of speaking in front of the camera. To cure her stage fright her husband tries hypnotism, her agent employs
threats, and her gypsy neighbor casts spells. Our own Judi Brauns is the show's producer, Skip
Brauns will be our “sound technician” and the show is directed by Shawne Cryderman.

Sunday Fellowship Helpers Needed!
Christian Community Ministry Team (CCMT) members coordinate the Sunday fellowship
“goodies” of hot coffee, cold lemonade, ice tea, water and delicious goodies (mostly homemade.)
The CCMT team is looking for volunteers to assist with set-up, serving and clean-up. You are
just an assistant and don't need to bring anything – except a smile! All it requires is that you
arrive at church at 9:15 and plan on staying until the goodies are put back and the kitchen is tidy
(approx. 11:45). Thanks in advance for helping with making fellowship available.

Annual Appetizer Party and Dessert/Carol Sing
Please plan to join us for the Appetizer Party and Dessert/Carol Sing on Sunday, December 15th.
The appetizer portion of the evening will begin at 5:00 PM at a host’s home. Rita and Dave Smith
have graciously agreed to open their home in SaddleBrooke and we are looking for a second host
home in a location south of Mountain Shadows. Please let a member of the Christian Community
Ministry Team (CCMT) know if you would be willing to be a South location host home. Participants
will be asked to provide a dessert or a hearty appetizer to feed 10-12 people. Look for additional information in upcoming Mountain Shadows’ church bulletins and the December Oracle. Coordination of participants and their hosts will take place the week of Dec. 1, and invitations will be distributed Sunday, Dec. 8 during fellowship. The carol sing/dessert part of the evening will begin at 7:00
PM at Mountain Shadows. You may choose to attend only the carol sing and will be asked to provide just a dessert. Please sign-up to attend this annual event by December 1.
After the Christmas Eve Service, hot cider, gingerbread and chocolate star cookies will be served
under the Ramada.
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Gathering - Cont’d’

SAVE THE DATE
2020 Celebration Dinner
Sunday, March 1, 2020
From 12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Celebrating

Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, our Mission,
and Pastor Rachel Srubas’ 20th Ordination Anniversary !
Where: SaddleBrooke Ranch House, Sol Ballroom, 31143 Amenty Drive, Oracle, AZ
Tickets go on sale in January
You are welcome to support this wonderful event. Financial donations will be used to help with deposits,
decorations, entertainment and to reduce ticket cots so all might attend.
Please write your check to MSPC and note Donation Celebration on the memo line.

WORSHIP & MUSIC
Mountain Shadows Music Ministry is in musical motion with the continuing return of
our members! There are MANY seats available if you are interested in joining us!
Hand Bell Choir News: Rehearsals begin November 5th from 4:30 – 5:30 pm in Rm
2/3 for five consecutive Tuesdays. We are preparing three pieces for the second Sunday of Advent, December 8. I’m so excited to report there are 12 ringers for this session!! Also the
Handbells will call us to worship each Sunday of Advent.
Choir News: The choir is preparing a new anthem – I Will Rise – a spectacular arrangement of a
contemporary classic by Chris Tomlin. The piece includes two soloists and a trio. Our instrumentalists will add texture to the piano accompaniment. We are looking forward to praying this piece with
all of you November 24, Christ the King Sunday!
Ensemble News: Many of our regular instrumentalists have returned! We are planning special ensemble and solo pieces at least monthly. Are you interested in joining the team? There are opportunities to accompany the choir on anthems and accompany congregational singing. Rehearsals are
scheduled in conversation with me, at either 2:45-3:30 pm on Thursdays, or following the regular
choir rehearsal (which ends at about 5:00 on Thursdays). Please feel free to contact me!
If you have any questions about “singing” with the Choir or “ringing” with the Hand Bell Choir,
or you are an Instrumentalist and are interested in joining our music ministry, please call or email
me! 520-982-2437 or bcdame@comcast.net. You really are welcome to join us!

Membership
Thinking about Church Membership? Please contact Pastor Rachel Srubas at 520-8257858 or speak to Membership Ministry Team Moderator Cassi Fraley at 520-342-7732. We will collaborate with you to prepare you for church membership.
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Adult Faith Formation

LEARNING
Mountain Shadows’
Learning Ministry Team
welcomes church member
Therese Griffin
On Monday, November 11 at 2:00 p.m.,
Therese will make a presentation based on her recently-published book, Are You Hearing Me?
Tell Me Before I Die, which was featured on
"Author Corner" on the Tucson Morning Blend
TV program. Reviewers have praised the book,
describing it as “a beautiful memoir depicting her
road as she meanders through life,” “a heartfelt
story of overcoming serious obstacles to become
an educated, empowered woman living a compassionate life dedicated to help and service,” and “a
fascinating book about a woman’s journey
through life, overcoming many obstacles along
the way… using her innate strengths and trust in
God.”

2019 – 2020
Presbyterian Women
Horizons Bible Study
Beginning Thursday, November 7th
2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Love Carved in Stone:
A fresh look at the Ten Commandments
What would it mean to consider the Ten Commandments not as a harsh list of what not to do
but, instead, as a “love letter” from a loving God?
Love Carved in Stone is a Bible study that helps
us reframe the way we look at and live in the
world. All women are invited to attend on the
first and second Thursdays of the month from
2:00 p.m.-3:30p.m., beginning November 7. We
will not meet in December, picking up again January to April. Look for the sign up sheet on the
Ramada in October. For more information, contact Linda Linegar(Linda.linegar@gmail.com).

Daily Devotional for 2020
features writings by
Rev. Rachel Srubas
The practice of reading and reflecting on scripture nourishes
and transforms the spirit. The
Upper Room Disciplines is a best-selling devotional guide that offers daily, lectionarybased scripture readings and reflections. Each
week of devotions focuses on a particular
theme and engages readers with the lectionary
texts for the upcoming Sunday.

The 2020 edition of Disciplines features new
writings by our pastor Rachel Srubas and 52
other established Christian writers. The Upper
Room® is a global ministry dedicated to supporting the spiritual life of Christians seeking
to know and experience God more fully. The
Upper Room Disciplines 2020 may be purchased online at https://upperroombooks.com/
book/the-upper-room-disciplines-2020/

Your 2020 Women’s Retreat
"We Are Being Transformed:
A Retreat for Women”
Based on 2 Corinthians 3:18
Facilitated by Pastor Rachel Srubas
Supported by the Learning Team of MSPC
Wed., March 25 – Fri., March 27, 2020
Redemptorist Renewal Center
7101 W. Picture Rocks Road
Tucson, AZ 85743

Included in the per-person retreat cost of
$260.00 is a comfortable single room with private bath and six meals. Limited need-based
scholarships are available.
For further information, contact:
Pamela Schultz @ 520-825-1722 or
pcschultz@yahoo.com
Joy Lewis @ 804-615-6724 or
whnp879@gmail.com
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TENDING

Session Happenings

SESSION of MSPC
The latest meeting of Session took place on Wednesday, October 16 th. At that meeting Session took
the following actions.
• Hooray! Session welcomed seven new members and two affiliate members. The new members
are Pete & Theresa Ashton, Susan Harden, Bob & Jane Hendrickson, and Randy & Suzanne
Pennington. Our two new affiliates are Dawn and Edd Doorn. Be sure to welcome them during
fellowship time after our Sunday worship service.
• After much work and conversation, Session approved two documents that provide guidance to
the church’s personnel actions, a 4-page Policy Statement and a 25-page Employee Policies
Handbook. Kudos to the hard workers!
• Maybe you didn’t know that the facilities team had to spend almost $13,000 for repairs to the
church septic system earlier this year. Luckily, the Facilities team has an emergency reserve fund
to take care of situations such as these. Good thing!
• Session is in the process of developing next year’s budget. Did you know that the church’s annual budget is nearly $300K? Stay tuned for details next year.
• Session approved to accept a proposal to install solar energy panels on the church grounds. Installation behind (i.e., on the east side) the Education Building should be completed no later than
March 31, 2020.

Second Annual Ministry Fair
Our second annual Ministry Fair was well attended after worship on October 20th.
People had a chance to receive information about what each team does and to sign
up to become a member of the team if desired. If you were unable to attend this event or to sign up,
please see the team moderators listed on the back of the bulletin insert each Sunday. They will be
happy to inform you and welcome you as a member of their team.

FACILITIES

Security Tips

To protect our church property, we use a security monitoring company to make sure our
church is locked and secure. You see these security key pads in every building. These pads
also allow us to call the fire department or sheriff with the push of one button.
If you have a key to the church, you also need to be able to disarm the security system.
When the security system has been disarmed, by using a four number code, the access to all buildings is acceptable. As a special note, any time we disarm the security system, we also unlock Door 5
in the Education Building. This allows easy access to the AED equipment in case of an emergency.
When the activity is over, make sure all doors are locked, and arm the security system before leaving the last open door, again, using the same four number pass code you used to disarm the system.
You have 90 seconds to exit and lock the door, before the security system is activated.
If, by chance, you somehow forget to disarm the system when opening up, an alarm will sound, and
the security company will call the church main line. Just answer the phone and tell them you are a
member and use the password you were given when you were given the security information. Don’t
panic, just answer the phone when it rings.
Continued
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Facilities- cont’d

If you forgot the four number pass code you enter into the key pad or need the password, and have
been given a key, just ask a Facilities person, or call Office Manager, Judy Leonard in the Church
office, and we will give it to you.
Lots of folks have church keys, and that’s a big help to Facilities not having to open the church for
various activities. If you have any questions, please let me know, or any facility person.

FINANCE
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent months, year-todate results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results. If you have questions
contact David Raffety at 520-544-7397 or Jeff States at 520-268-8956.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
September
2019

Regular Offerings

------------2019
--------September
Year-to-Date Year-to-Date
Actual
Actual
Budget
$

22,840

$

207,088

Other Income
Total Income

$

126
22,966

Total Expense

$

19,872

Income less Expense

$

GIVING
LEGACY

2018
Year-to-Date
Actual

$

219,500

$

3,125
210,213

$

211,752

3,094 $

$

215,908

$

2,824
222,324

$

3,026
218,934

$

212,870

$

200,372

(1,539) $

9,454

$

18,562

Legacy Ministry
Celebrates 10 Years
This November

Legacy Ministry was established on November 19, 2009 by our Session to encourage gifts and bequests by congregants from their accumulated assets. The objective is to use these offerings to extend and expand the impact of Mountain Shadows in the world. Sunday, November 10, 2019 has
been designated Legacy Ministry Sunday.
While Legacy Ministry has been around just 10 years, we have begun to make an impact. Our General Endowment Fund has grown with gifts, offerings, and bequests to over $25,000. The General
Endowment Fund is now of a size to begin using investment gains to fund projects (albeit at modest
levels). In October, Legacy Ministry funded its first project – the Care Givers Workshop conducted
by Faith Health Alliance North.
10th Anniversary Offering
To celebrate Legacy Ministry’s 10th anniversary, we are asking members and friends of Mountain
Shadows to make a “10th Anniversary Offering” to Legacy Ministry. A suggested 10th Anniversary
Continued
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Offering is a multiple of 10 – such as 10 times 10 cents for
a $1 offering. Or an offering of 10 times $1 for a $10 ofth
fering. The goal of the 10 Anniversary Offering is to have as many congregants as possible participating, not how much money can be raised.
And we are asking each giver to direct how their 10th Anniversary Offering should be used. Are you
interested in helping grow the General Endowment Fund to provide even greater project funding in
the future? Or would you want your offering to be used as soon as feasible to support a project or
need that is not in Mountain Shadows’ current budget? The direction is yours to give. Or you can
defer to the Legacy Ministry Board and the Session to identify where the greatest need is for Legacy
Ministry.
November 10th – Legacy Ministry Sunday
On Legacy Ministry Sunday, November 10th, Legacy Ministry Board members will distribute offering invitations. We are asking you to return your offering on Sunday, November 17 th (which is two
days before the 10th anniversary date).
Participating in the 10th Anniversary Offering will help us all to better understand the purpose of
Legacy Ministry and its place in the future of Mountain Shadows.
As you consider your offering to celebrate the 10 th Anniversary of Legacy Ministry, consider the
psalmist question in verse 12 of Psalm 116: “What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to
me?”
Legacy Cont’d.

STEWARDSHIP

“Devoted to Generosity”

Our theme for the 2020 Stewardship Campaign is “Devoted to Generosity” based upon the story of
Tabitha in Acts 9:36-42. She was a disciple of Christ and dedicated to good works and acts of charity for the widows of the community. How can we reflect her generosity in our daily life? Remember
- the stewardship campaign starts Sunday December 29, 2019 and concludes with Commitment Sunday on January 19, 2020.

VENTURING
MISSION AND OUTREACH

Mountain Shadows is
Acknowledged as a
Hunger Action Congregation

Mountain Shadows’ mission is to help alleviate hunger in our community. As of September 2019,
Mountain Shadows is officially acknowledged as a church covenanted to become a Hunger Action
Congregation by the Presbyterian Hunger Program PC(USA). Our ultimate goal is to become a Certified Hunger Action Congregation; which requires performance of a number of actions to address
hunger, several of which we currently practice:
Mountain Shadows’ members have been providing and serving meals to area refugees and asylum
seekers. Mountain Shadows has also supported Southside Presbyterian Church by serving meals to
the homeless and gifting them our kitchen stove. After Sunday service, during fellowship, we sell
Just Coffee, helping Mexican farmers remain on their land, support their families, schools and medical facilities.
Mountain Shadows supports monthly food collections which go to area food banks. Adopt-A-Family
programs provide recipients with large holiday food baskets. Participation in an area federal food
box distribution provides for shut-in residents who cannot get to a distribution location. Summer
food programs help youngsters who do not receive free school meals during the summer.
Continued
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Healthy items during fellowship are provided by our
Health Ministry. Church lunches allow for gluten,
sugar, and meat-free choices. Mountain Shadows is committed to Eco living. We use eco palms at
Easter, and use water pitchers instead of plastic bottles. Communion also includes gluten free bread.
These are some of the current actions already taken by Mountain Shadows. During the next year, we
will continue our goal by taking additional steps to become a fully Certified Hunger Action Congregation. We are very close to achieving this goal in 2020.
The following letter received by the PC(USA) welcomes us into this covenanted group of HAC congregations of the Presbyterian Church:
MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

Dear Hunger Action Congregation,
Congratulations and thank you for responding to the biblical call to alleviate hunger!
You have joined the faithful ranks of churches around the country that respond with compassionate action to end
hunger in a country and world that have the potential to feed everyone.
Through your local hunger ministry commitment, and now as a recognized PC(USA) Hunger Action Congregation,
you march side by side with other Presbyterians committed to alleviating hunger and to addressing the prejudices,
practices, and policies that undergird a system that perpetuates hunger and poverty in even this rich country, the
United States. We pray God uses this network of Hunger Action Congregations to share best practices, to communicate challenges and celebrations, and to multiply the effect each of us can have in our own neighborhoods to a much
broader impact.
We celebrate you now, and we will more formally recognize your congregation along with the growing number of
Hunger Action Congregations around the country on World Food Day (October 16) during the Churches Week of
Action on Food.
Together, let us continue to reach out to those who hunger in our own communities, including those who may be
sitting near us in our own congregations, and may we respond to larger national and global hunger concerns as well.
You can read about the annual Food Week of Action and World Food Day at pcusa.org/foodweek. Find many resources about hunger, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and national and international campaigns that tackle root
causes of hunger at pcusa.org/hunger. You can access the most up-to-date information and announcements by liking
PHP at facebook.com/presbyhunger. You may also sign up for an e-newsletter that shares about PHP and our
broader Compassion, Peace and Justice ministry area within the Presbyterian Church (USA), to hear news about
hunger, peacemaking, disaster response, and more.
We will contact Hunger Action Congregations quarterly about upcoming trips, resources, opportunities, and important developments. Please also send us your congregation’s updates, stories, photos, or just a hello throughout
the year – email php@pcusa.org. We would like to share those updates with other Hunger Action Congregations
and Presbyterians around the world, posting them on our blog, sharing snippets through facebook, and connecting
you to one another.
Blessings on your congregation and your ministries!
Rev. Rebecca Barnes
Coordinator, Presbyterian Hunger Program, PC(USA)

Thanksgiving Food Baskets and Adopt-A-Family Signups
Look for the signup sheets on the Ramada in November for both the Thanksgiving Food Basket program and the Adopt-A-Family program. This year, the Thanksgiving Food Basket items will be collected and donated to the Tucson Borderlands YAVs and to Sifa Mwenge refugee family.
Once again we will sponsor the Adopt A Family program through Tri Community Food Bank in
Mammoth. We will have 5 families, 27 people, and will begin our signups on the Sunday, Nov. 24th.
It will be a tight period in order to have all gifts and food in by a good delivery date in December. The Deacons will work with me to coordinate everything, including personal deliveries to each
family. Thank you, now, for your support. Any concerns or questions may be addressed to Nan Nasser, 825-1245
Continued
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MISSION AND OUTREACH - cont’d

Refugee and Immigrant Resettlement Happenings in November:
The International Thanksgiving Dinner sponsored by Tucson Refugee Ministry will be held on
Saturday, November 23, 2019 from 6:00-8:00 PM at Amphitheater High School at 125 W. Yavapai. This International Thanksgiving Dinner is a community dinner designed to welcome people
from around the world to gather, eat, and be thankful. Join others from Mountain Shadows by carpooling to this event. Online Signup is required for this event. Contact Dennis Nelson for additional information on how to sign up for this special opportunity to connect with Mountain Shadows’
refugee family, Sifa Mwenge, and other Tucson refugee families. Join us for this one-of-a-kind dinner and other festivities such as dancing, crafts, games, and more!
Tucson Refugee Ministry Refugee 101: Info Night on Tuesday, November 12, 2019, from 6:008:00 PM at SEMA Foundation, 2843 N. Alvernon Way. Learn about the refugee situation in the
Tucson area and how Mountain Shadows might respond to this need. Contact Dennis Nelson if you
are interested in attending this event.

Thanks be to God for the life of Julia Stout
Our faithful church member, Julia Stout, died into life everlasting on October 10, 2019. We thank
God for her long and gracious life. We surround in prayer Julia's good friend, Martha Macrander, as
well as Julia's family. They have chosen not to hold a memorial service. Condolences may be sent
to them in care of Larry and Barbara Stout, 9860 North Calle Solano, Oro Valley, AZ 85737

THANK YOUs, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS
ORACLE
DUE DATE:
The December 2019 Oracle articles are
due to Office Manager Judy Leonard on
Friday, November 15th.

ONLINE SERMONS, etc.
Visit our website at:
www.mountainshadowschurch.org.
Click on the Resource tab and find the heading
“Sermons” or “Sunday Bulletins.” It is as easy as
that! What a great way to stay connected to Mountain Shadows Church, even if you are unable to attend Sunday worship.

E-Oracle Newsletter!
Receive your Oracle via email. Email Judy Leonard at mspcoffice@gmail.com to be added
to the email list. Those who want to continue to receive a paper copy, please pick up your
Oracle the 1st Sunday of the month, under the ramada.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday
8:15 a.m. - 1:15 p. m.

3
Communion
Sunday

10

4
2:00
Home
Communion
Training

11

Legacy Sunday 2:00 Therese

Griffin Book
Talk: “Are You
Hearing Me?”

5
10:00
Balance Class
4:30 Handbell
Practice

12
10:00
Last Balance
Class
4:30 Handbell
Practice

6
9:00 ESL
12:45 Health
Ministry
2:00
Food Safety for
the Holidays

13
9:00 ESL
1:00 Finance
2:00
Stewardship

7
1:00
Nominating
Committee
2:00 Women’s
Bible Study

9:00 Peer Group
(Chapel)
1:00 Personnel

3:45 Choir
Practice

14

15

16

2:00 Women’s
Bible Study
3:45 Choir
Practice
Oracle Deadline

17

18
10:00 Deacons

24

25

19
4:30 Handbell
Practice

26
4:30 Handbell
Practice

20

21

9:00 ESL

1:30 CCMT

1:00 Session

3:45 Choir
Practice

27
9:00 ESL

28
Office Closed
No Choir
Practice

22

23

29

30

Office Closed
10:00
Advent Workshop (No Early
Birds)
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