December 2019

Advent and Christmas Prayers for You
The time for Advent expectation and Christmas joy is here! To help Mountain
Shadows Presbyterian Church pray throughout these seasons, I am sharing two
devotionals with you. The first (downloadable) is Praying Luke: The Gospel in
Voice and Vision, by Rev. Dr. Brad Munroe, Pastor to Presbytery de Cristo (of which ours is a member
congregation):https://presbyterydecristo.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Praying-Luke-Advent-2019.pdf.
The second devotional is a sequence of prayers provided below by the Presbyterian Mission Agency.
Advent 1
Unslumbering God, at an unexpected hour you sent an unlikely liberator to an undeserving world.
Keep us faithful in unguarded moments and alert in uncertain times,
so that we may seek your unmeasured mercy, serve you with undivided hearts,
live together in unbroken community, and greet you with unending praise;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our undying Life, in whom we know
your unfailing justice, unfathomable grace, and unlimited love. Amen.
Advent 2
God of flood and fire, you blaze a path for us in the wilderness
and lead us through the depths in safety. Pour out the consuming power of your Spirit.
Wash over us with truth and righteousness and fan the flames of justice
as we wait for the coming of Jesus Christ our Savior, living water and light of the world.
Enlighten and enliven us, send us out to spread the word
so that all may see and hear and know and believe that you are the coming of God, the Messiah. Amen.
Advent 3
God of generations, your promises come to birth in surprising ways.
Fill our hearts with courage and hope and fill our dreams with visions of new life
so that we live according to your word and love with the fullness of your grace;
in the holy name of Jesus, our Savior. Amen.
Advent 4
Holy God, all-glorious giver of grace, you are light, shining in darkness;
you are life, the life of all people. Fill us with the light and life of Christ,
through whom all things were made, so that we may be faithful disciples,
bearing witness to your grace and truth; through Christ, your Word made flesh. Amen.
Christmas
Glory to you, God most high— you have given us a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord—
good news of great joy for all. Make us messengers of the gospel and shepherds of your people;
guide us always in paths of peace; through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
Plan to attend Mountain Shadows’ Christmas Eve Worship Service, Tuesday, December 24 at
5:00 p.m.
Yours in Advent expectation and Christmas joy!
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CARING
DEACONS’ CORNER
Freja Cranston
Co-Moderator

Alida Wilkes
Co-Moderator

Brian Parker

Lynn Parker

Carlton Wiens

Judy Meister
Judy Hans

Beverly Johnston

Joy to the World

Connie Wortman

Here we are immersed again in this wonderful holiday season. It brings us together in celebrating
the arrival of our Lord and Savior. Amidst the hustle and bustle that accompanies us all during this
time, I would like to pause and reflect on one of the highlights of the season: the beautiful hymns
and carols that we sing and hear. They proclaim the story and glory of the birth of baby Jesus. Over
the years there have been many beautiful melodies and themes that convey these musical offerings.
These offerings touch our hearts and help us remember the sacredness of our greatest gift from
God. For me, there is no greater theme conveyed to the world during the season than “Joy to the
World”! When Isaac Watts first penned this hymn back in 1719, based on Psalm 98, little did he
know that it would become one of our most loved hymns! I invite you to join with me this year in
celebrating the birth of Christ by proclaiming to all both near and far, “Joy to the World”!

HEALTH MINISTRY

Tidings of Comfort and Joy
From your Health Ministry Team

Mountain Shadows’ annual “Blue Christmas” display provides a variety of resources to help us all
– especially those who are experiencing loss or anxiety during this holiday season.
Please stop by for helpful Care Notes, good support resources,
and even tips on eating healthy during the holidays.
As our gift, please be sure to take home a tag from the Blue tree offering HOPE
as you journey through the season!
Jayne Raffety, Alida Wilkes, Joy Lewis, Pamela Schultz, Freja Cranston, and Carole Jordal

Upcoming Health Happenings Nearby:

• PCOA - Pima Council on Aging Caregiver Support Groups at Rancho Vistoso Urgent Care
Board Room, 13101 N. Oracle, Oro Valley. Call 520-305-3405.
• Alzheimer’s Support Groups- call 520-322-6601 for a variety of times and locations or visit
www.alz.org/dsw
• January 10, 2020 “An Inspired Journey” Casa de la Luz Foundation Annual End of Life Conference at Westin La Paloma. Casafoundation.org
• PCOA’s “It’s a Matter of Balance” 4 week series will meet at IMPACT, Catalina Point Shopping Ctr, Ste 138 in February on Tuesday and Thursdays 1-3PM, Feb 18-March 12. Preregistration required. Call 520-305-3410
• Monthly AARP Smart Driver Course – call 520-571-9884 for more information

Thanks All Around!
We thank Laura Carey for leading another successful session of Tai Chi for Balance with our congregants. We thank all those who participated in this active health class! And, Laura thanks the
class for this opportunity and for bestowing a Blessing Blanket on her too!
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GATHERING
Oro ValleyJazz Band Concert,
Sunday, December 1, 2:00 p.m.
Save the date! Bring your friends to "Have Yourself a Jazzy Little Christmas," Sunday, Dec. 1
at 2:00 p.m. at Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church. Enjoy big band classics and favorite
holiday songs, followed by festive refreshments. It's free!

SAVE THE DATE
2020 Celebration Dinner
Sunday, March 1, 2020
From 12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Celebrating

Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, our Mission,
and Pastor Rachel Srubas’ 20th Ordination Anniversary !
Where: SaddleBrooke Ranch House, Sol Ballroom, 31143 Amenty Drive, Oracle, AZ
Tickets go on sale in January
You are welcome to support this wonderful event. Financial donations will be used to help with deposits,
decorations, entertainment and to reduce ticket costs so all might attend.
Please write your check to MSPC and note Donation Celebration on the memo line.

Christian Community Ministry Team

Annual Appetizer Party and Dessert/Carol Sing
Please plan to join us for the Appetizer Party and Dessert/Carol Sing on Sunday, December 15th.
The appetizer portion of the evening will begin at 5:00 PM at a host’s home. Rita and Dave Smith
have graciously agreed to open their home in SaddleBrooke and we are looking for a second host
home in a location south of Mountain Shadows. Please let a member of the Christian Community
Ministry Team (CCMT) know if you would be willing to be a South location host home. Participants
will be asked to provide a dessert or a hearty appetizer to feed 10-12 people. Look for additional information in upcoming Mountain Shadows’ church bulletins and the December Oracle. Coordination of participants and their hosts will take place the week of Dec. 1, and invitations will be distributed Sunday, Dec. 8 during fellowship. The carol sing/dessert part of the evening will begin at 7:00
PM at Mountain Shadows. You may choose to attend only the carol sing and will be asked to provide just a dessert. Please sign-up to attend this annual event by December 1.
After the Christmas Eve Service, hot cider, gingerbread and chocolate star cookies will be served
under the Ramada.
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WORSHIP & MUSIC
Mountain Shadows Music Ministry is Diligently Preparing Music to
Enhance Our Advent Liturgies or Prayers of the People!
“We will keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. Keep our eyes fixed on Jesus till He comes
again! Come, O Rose of Sharon, come, Emmanuel!”
The above quote is taken from the First Sunday of Advent’s choir anthem – Advent Processional
(Come, O Rose). This is a new a cappella piece with drum and tambourine. On December 15, the
choir will sing two anthems – Comfort, Comfort My People and Canticle of the Turning
(Magnificat). The instrumental ensemble will accompany the choir on both pieces. Listen for another new piece the last Sunday of Advent – We Wait, with bassoon & piano accompaniment!
Beginning December 1 and continuing each week of Advent a trio of “ringers” will play Divinium
Mysterium, to call us all to worship. The Hand Bell Choir is also preparing special music for the
Second Sunday of Advent, December 8.
Special music including vocal and instrumental solos, plus small groups are in the works. Advent
truly is upon us!
Don’t forget about the Christmas Eve, December 24th service. A festive evening of prayer, scripture and music is in the planning stages. We are fortunate to welcome Carolyn Ancell, a local harpist, Christmas Eve to enhance worship. More information to follow!
If you have any questions about “ringing” after Advent with the Hand Bell Choir, please call or
email me! If you have questions about “singing” with the Choir or you are an Instrumentalist and
are interested in joining our music program, please call or email me! 520-982-2437 or
bcdame@comcast.net
YOU really are welcome to join us!

Membership
Thinking about Church Membership? Please contact Pastor Rachel Srubas at 520-8257858 or speak to Membership Ministry Team Moderator Cassi Fraley at 520-342-7732. We will collaborate with you to prepare you for church membership.

Congregation “Town Hall” Meeting
Sunday, December 8 Following Worship
The Session invites you to join Mountain Shadows congregants in a “town hall” meeting to look forward faithfully together. During 2019, Session has undertaken a study
of our current and future needs, consistent with our mission, and how our current campus supports
our future. Please attend this meeting for a presentation from Session. It will begin right after worship and last approximately 45 minutes.
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Membership Cont’d

SAVE THE DATE!
Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 26, 2020, following worship:
Receive Mountain Shadows’ Annual Report for 2019
Thank outgoing Deacons and Elders & Other Leaders.
Review the 2020 Operating Budget.
All church members may vote on:
• Nominees for Elder & Deacon;
• 2020 Nominating Committee Members;
• Pastor’s Terms of Call for 2020.
Please plan to be present on January 26th.

LEARNING
Adult Faith Formation
2019 – 2020
Presbyterian Women Horizons Bible Study
Next Class - Thursday, December 5th
2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Love Carved in Stone:
A fresh look at the Ten Commandments

If you have questions contact Linda Linegar at: linda.linegar@gmail.com

The Holy Family Seeks Asylum:
An Advent Faith Formation Program
Mondays, December 2 and 9 at 2:00 p.m. at Mountain Shadows
Facilitated by Rod Hutton, Mountain Shadows’ Elder for Learning
Now after the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get
up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is
about to search for the child, to destroy him.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by
night, and went to Egypt (Matthew 2:13-14).
Mary and Joseph knew what it was to flee from violence, in fear for the life of their child. They
knew that if they stayed where they were, Herod would find Jesus and would kill him in his manger.
Join us for this 2-part discussion of scriptures and real-world challenges, on Mondays, December 2
and 9 at 2:00 p.m. All adults are welcome.
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Adult Faith Formation - cont’d

Your 2020 Women’s Retreat
"We Are Being Transformed:
A Retreat for Women”
Based on 2 Corinthians 3:18
Facilitated by Pastor Rachel Srubas
Supported by the Learning Team of MSPC
Wed., March 25 – Fri., March 27, 2020
Redemptorist Renewal Center
7101 W. Picture Rocks Road
Tucson, AZ 85743
Included in the per-person retreat cost of $260.00 is a comfortable single room with private bath
and six meals. Limited need-based scholarships are available.
For further information, contact:
Pamela Schultz @ 520-825-1722 or pcschultz@yahoo.com
Joy Lewis @ 804-615-6724 or whnp879@gmail.com

TENDING

SESSION of MSPC
Session Happenings

The last meeting of Session took place on Wednesday, November 20 th. Session took the following
actions.
• Annual performance evaluations are complete and recommendations for staff compensation were made by the Personnel Ministry Team for next year’s budget. In addition, staff
Employment Agreements for 2020 were completed. That’s all done!
• A huge accomplishment was Session’s approval of the 2020 Operating Budget. The only
pending item, which requires approval by both Presbytery de Cristo and Mountain Shadows membership, is the Pastoral Terms of Call. The Pastoral Terms of Call will be voted
on at Mountain Shadows’ Annual Meeting on January 26, 2020.
• Session approved the establishment of a new pastoral line item on the budget for leadership development. Session will provide oversight and approval of expenditures from this
new line item.
• Session approved the 2020 Personnel Ministry Team members to be: Session Elder Dorothy Grimm (Moderator), Session Elder Mary Ann Butler, Nicky Bantock, Gary Mahler,
and Brian Parker.
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FINANCE
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent months, year-todate results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year-to-date results. If you have questions contact David Raffety at 520-544-7397 or Jeff States at 520-268-8956.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
October
2019

------------2019
--------October
Year-to-Date
Year-to-Date
Actual
Actual
Budget

2018
Year-to-Date
Actual

Regular Offerings

$

16,800

$

223,929

$

236,500

$

233,120

Other Income
Total Income

$

17
16,817

$

3,300
227,229

$

3,009
239,509

$

3,203
236,324

Total Expense

$

11,912

$

223,689

$

233,985

$

224,277

Income less Expense

$

4,905

$

3,541

$

5,524

$

12,047

As we enter the last month of the year, please note that Regular Offerings (pledged and general giving) are behind the year-to-date budget. We are paying all of our obligations and with your continued regular giving will finish the year with a balanced budget.

GIVING
Give to Mountain Shadows from Your IRA -Another way to make your offering
You can support Mountain Shadows with a gift from your individual retirement account (IRA) if
you meet a few requirements. And, making your offerings this way can have some tax advantages
for you.
To make a charitable distribution, from your IRA, to Mountain Shadows all of the following criteria
must be met:
• You must be 70 1/2 or older at the time of your gift.
• The distribution must be from an individual retirement account (IRA) or a Roth IRA.
• The transfer must go directly from your IRA to Mountain Shadows.
• Your total IRA gifts cannot exceed $100,000 annually.
You will find several advantages to making your offering directly from your IRA:
• The donation counts toward your required minimum distribution for the year.
• The gift from your IRA is not included in your taxable income for the year, keeping your
income taxes lower. This can help to avoid increased taxes on social security income,
higher Medicare premiums, and the loss of deductions and exemptions.
Continued
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GIVING CONT’D

• Giving from your IRA provides a tax break on your offering for those who use the higher
standard deduction under the new tax laws.
If you meet the above criteria to make a charitable distribution from your IRA, give it some thought
for your offerings to Mountain Shadows. Be sure to consult your tax advisor to make sure this
works for you.

STEWARDSHIP
Thank You Mountain Shadows!
With the Holidays and the Advent season fast approaching, please don’t forget about the upcoming
stewardship campaign. We want to acknowledge the tremendous support this congregation has provided to all the ministries of Mountain Shadows. The “Gratitude 2019” report will be distributed on
December 29 and mailed the following day. The report describes how Mountain Shadows is fulfilling its motto, “Centered in Christ, Caring for Community”. Remember - the stewardship campaign begins Sunday, December 29, 2019 and concludes on Commitment Sunday, January 19, 2020.
Don’t forget our new Budget Overview meeting January 12.

VENTURING
MISSION AND OUTREACH
Adopt-a-Family is a Christian gift-giving ministry for people in need. Thanks
to generous donors like you, 5 families (27 people) in the Tri- Community Area
will receive food baskets and gifts from our church. Monetary donations are also
welcome. All gifts must be brought to church by Sunday, Dec. 15 th. Look for
the sign-ups on the Ramada.
Please keep the following guidelines in mind as you shop:

• No items over $70.00, no gift cards, no electronics, no candles.
• Always get a gift card receipt (for returns) and enclose it with the item when you
bring it to church.
• Do not gift wrap your gift.
• If you are looking for tools, consider Harbor Freight.
Please include the colored coded sheet with the name of the recipient on it.
Questions? Please call Nan Nasser, 520-825-1245.
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

Holiday Nights at Tohono Chul
A group of Mountain Shadows’ members will be taking Sifa Mwenge’s children to Holiday Nights
at Tohono Chul on Dec 7th . We will meet at Tohono Chul at 6:00 p.m. Please join us, with the
Mwenge Family, for a wonderful evening filled with music, lights and fun. You may check the
Tohono Chul web site for further information. Please let me know if you plan to go.

HOLIDAY INVITATION
YAV Holiday Open House
When: 5:00 P.M, December 5th, 2019
Where: 815 E. Lester
Tucson, AZ
Please come and get to know and support these wonderful young people, have a cup of cheer (hot
chocolate or apple cider), sing Christmas songs and eat holiday cookies. You can RSVP to Elizabeth Houle at deneliz64@gmail.com or call 520-400-3065.

Make a Note!
• Dec. 1, 2:00 pm - “Have Yourself a Jazzy Little Christmas”, Oro Valley Jazz Band in the
Sanctuary
• Dec 6, - Oracle article submissions due for January 2020 Oracle.
• Dec. 15, - Last day to bring “Adopt-A-Family” gifts to church
• Dec. 15, 5:00 - Appetizer and Carol Sing
• Dec. 24, 5:00 pm - Christmas Eve Services with hot cider, gingerbread and chocolate star
cookies served after worship.
• Jan. 15, 2020 - Submissions for the 2019 Annual Report are due.
• Jan. 26, 2020 - Annual Congregational Meeting after Worship.
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Make a Note (cont’d)

December 2019 Office Hours
Due to scheduled staff vacations, the office hours during December are:
Monday, December 2 – Friday, December 20
8:15 a.m – 1:15 p.m.
Monday, December 23 – Wednesday, December 31
Office Closed
Normal office hours will resume on Thursday, January 2, 2020

Roe Erlandson
Memorial Service
On Wednesday, January 8, 2020 at 2:00 p.m., a worship service and reception to honor the
memory of Roe Erlandson will take place at Vistoso Funeral Home, 2285 East Rancho Vistoso
Blvd., Oro Valley, AZ 85755. Rev. Rachel Srubas will preside, and Director of Music Charmaine
Piane Dame will provide music. All are welcome.

THANK YOUs, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS
Please sign up to Greet, Donate
Flowers, Usher, and provide the
ministry of Hospitality on Sunday mornings. Sign-up sheets are
on the table under the Ramada.
ORACLE
DUE DATE:
The January 2020 Oracle articles are due
to Office Manager Judy Leonard on Friday, December 6th.

ONLINE SERMONS, etc.
Visit our website at:
www.mountainshadowschurch.org.
Click on the Resource tab and find the heading
“Sermons” or “Sunday Bulletins.” It is as easy as
that! What a great way to stay connected to Mountain Shadows Church, even if you are unable to attend Sunday worship.
DON’T FORGET OUR EMAIL
ADDRESS:

MSPCOFFICE@GMAIL.COM
E-Oracle Newsletter!
Receive your Oracle via email. Email Judy Leonard at mspcoffice@gmail.com to be added
to the email list. Those who want to continue to receive a paper copy, please pick up your
Oracle the 1st Sunday of the month, under the ramada.
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2019
Sun

1

Communion
Sunday
1st Sunday
of Advent
2:00—Oro
Valley Jazz
Band Holiday
Concert

8
2nd Sunday of
Advent

15

Mon

2
2:00— Advent
Study: “The
Holy Family
Seeks Asylum”

Tue

Wed

Thu

3

4

5

3:00
Celebration
Committee

2:00 Women’s
Bible Study

29

6

7

9:00 Peer Group
(Chapel)

4:30 Handbell
Practice

9
2:00— Advent
Study: “The
Holy Family
Seeks Asylum”

16

10
4:30 Handbell
Practice

11

12

1:00 Finance

4:30 Handbell
Practice

14

20

21

28

3:45 Choir
Practice

3:00
Stewardship

17

13

3:00— Ensemble

2:00 Legacy

18

19
1:30 CCMT

1:00 Session

3:00— Ensemble

5:00 –Appetizer
& Carol Sing

4th Sunday of
Advent

Sat

Oracle Deadline

3rd Sunday of
Advent

22

Fri

3:45 Choir
Practice

23
Office Closed

24

25

26

27

Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed

5:00 Christmas
Eve Service

30

31

Office Closed

Office Closed

No Choir
Practice

Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday
8:15 a.m. - 1:15 p. m.
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