January 2020

Developing Faithful Church Leaders:
The Congregation's Crucial Role
On the last Sunday of each January, Mountain Shadows Presbyterian
Church holds our annual congregational meeting. All church members
may speak and vote at the annual congregational meeting to take
place on Sunday, January 26 at 11:30 a.m. Others are welcome to attend and observe the meeting. Learn more on page five of this Oracle.
Among the annual congregational meeting's important agenda items is the election of ruling elders and deacons. Later, when those who have been elected are ordained and/or installed
during a worship service, they will say yes to several questions from the Book of Order of the
Presbyterian Church (USA), including the following questions, which describe elders' ministries
of leadership and deacons' ministries of compassion:
Will you be a faithful elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship, nurture, and
service? Will you share in government and discipline, serving in governing bodies of the church,
and in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?
Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern, and directing the people’s help to
the friendless and those in need? In your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus
Christ?
Not only those elected and ordained say yes to significant questions. The congregation also makes promises before God, in response to these questions:
Do we, the members of the church, accept these elders and deacons, chosen by God through the
voice of this congregation, to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ?
Do we agree to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church?
The congregation's crucial role in developing faithful church leaders is to accept, encourage, respect, and follow the leadership of its elders and deacons. This means that we sincerely honor deacons' and elders' God-given callings. We cheer them on, listen to them, welcome
their ministries, and take the path that they collectively discern is God's intention for our faith
community. Church members pray for elders and deacons, offer to help them, and thank them for
their service. We give them room and resources to grow as church leaders and we rejoice when we
see them developing their God-given leadership gifts.
Please reflect on the crucial role you play in developing our church's faithful leaders. And
watch for announcements of Equipping the Saints Leader Development Workshops to take
place at Mountain Shadows Church in 2020. See page six of this Oracle newsletter to learn
about the Leader Development Workshop on Emotionally Healthy Christians scheduled for
Wednesday, February 5th at 1:00 p.m.
Yours in Christ's service,
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CARING
DEACONS’ CORNER
Freja Cranston
Co-Moderator

Alida Wilkes
Co-Moderator

Brian Parker

Lynn Parker

Carlton Wiens

Judy Meister
Judy Hans

Beverly Johnston

Deacons’ Emergency Assistance Resource (DEAR)

Connie Wortman

Have you ever had the situation where you know that an acquaintance or friend is in urgent need of
money or assistance for some of the basics, i.e. food and shelter? But, you don’t know what to do
about it, or how to help?
Good News from Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church: In December 2012, the Session of
Mountain Shadows approved the Deacons’ Emergency Assistance Resource (DEAR) fund. The
DEAR fund was established to provide you the opportunity to be a part of one (or more) of God’s
miracles. Deacons and our pastor are authorized to assess congregants’ needs for potential, limited
financial assistance from the fund. A policy statement has been written to set up the process to allow money to be spent for those in need.
Mountain Shadows’ congregants may practice their faith by giving money to the church for the express purpose of helping Mountain Shadows’ congregants in immediate economic need. By contributing to this fund, you could be a person through whom God does miracles! Contributions to
DEAR are payable to MSPC; please write DEAR in the memo line. Thank you!
“And God’s grace was so powerfully at work among them all that there were no needy persons among them.”
Acts 4:33b-34a (New International Version)
Parts taken from the Policy Statement for DEAR, and from Sherry Gregg, Deacon in 2012

HEALTH MINISTRY
Blessings for a Healthy Mind, Body
and Spirit in 2020!
New Year’s resolutions are great…but success is
even more likely when you choose your health
goals and design an ACTION PLAN! Pick up a
“My Smart—Health Action Plan” form from the
Health Ministry table to help you go the distance
and stay on track. Your Health Ministry team is
available to talk things through to personalize your
plan. And, the January Health Ministry Table is
loaded with good resources on emotional fitness,
exercise, diet, educational opportunities, and spiritual resources to help you get started!
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GATHERING
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WORSHIP & MUSIC
I stumbled upon the following Epiphany Prayer. The line – May we who follow in your
path, continue to bring our gifts: of song, time, prayer and love for one another –
spoke to me about the importance of sharing our gifts for with one another! Seems like
a perfect recipe for peace – song, time, prayer & love!
A PRAYER ON EPIPHANY
Lord Jesus.
You revealed to us that you are the light of all nations.
You are Lord and ruler of all.
Kingship is yours.
A Kingship began in humble surroundings with a loving whisper.
Surrounded by straw,
with only the warmth of love to keep you from the cold.
Your birth called those from afar to follow the light of your star.
To pay homage to the Savior.
To begin our path of redemption.
Many brought gifts to honor your glory.
May we who follow in your path continue to bring you our gifts:
of song, time, prayer, and love for one another.
In order to celebrate your Kingdom here on earth.
May this grand manifestation of your divinity
guide us in our work of evangelization and realization of your glory.
Where we work and live to bring about your Truth.
Amen.
Jon DeBellis
If you have any curiosity about “ringing” during Lent/Easter with the Hand Bell Choir, please call
or email me! Rehearsals begin in February. AND, if you have questions about “singing” with the
Choir or you are an Instrumentalist and are interested in joining our music program, please call or
email me! 520-982-2437 or bcdame@comcast.net.
YOU really are welcome to join us!

Membership
Thinking about Church Membership? Please contact Pastor Rachel Srubas at 520-8257858 or speak to Membership Ministry Team Moderator Cassi Fraley at 520-342-7732. We will collaborate with you to prepare you for church membership.
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Membership Cont’d

SAVE THE DATE!
Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 26, 2020, following worship:
Receive Mountain Shadows’ Annual Report for 2019
Thank outgoing Deacons and Elders & Other Leaders.
Review the 2020 Operating Budget.
All church members may vote on:
• Nominees for Elder and Deacon;
• 2020 Nominating Committee Members;
• Pastor’s Terms of Call for 2020.
Please plan to be present on January 26th.

LEARNING
Adult Faith Formation
2019 – 2020
Presbyterian Women Horizons Bible Study
Next Class - January 9, 2020
2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Love Carved in Stone:
A fresh look at the Ten Commandments

If you have questions contact Linda Linegar at: linda.linegar@gmail.com

Monday Movie Matinee:
The Shape of Water
January 6 at 2 pm

Your 2020 Women’s Retreat
We Are Being Transformed:
A Retreat for Women
Based on 2 Corinthians 3:18

Mountain Shadows’ Learning Ministry Team
will present a screening of Director Guillermo
Facilitated by Pastor Rachel Srubas
Del Toro’s groundbreaking movie The Shape of
Supported by the Learning Team of MSPC
Water at 2 pm on Monday January 6th in the
Wed., March 25 – Fri., March 27, 2020
sanctuary at Mountain Shadows Presbyterian
Redemptorist Renewal Center
Church.
7101 W. Picture Rocks Road
The movie is described as an otherworldly fairy
Tucson, AZ 85743
tale set against the backdrop of Cold War era
America, circa 1952. In the hidden high securi- Included in the per-person retreat cost of $260.00
ty government laboratory where she works, Eli- is a comfortable single room with private bath
sa (Sally Hawkins) is trapped in a life of isola- and six meals. Limited need-based scholarships
are available.
tion. Against the backdrop of the unforgiving
conformity of the era, she finds hope and love in
For further information, contact:
another creature.
Pamela Schultz @ 520-825-1722 or
A follow-up discussion will take place in the
pcschultz@yahoo.com
sanctuary on Monday January 13th at 2 pm.
Joy Lewis @ 804-615-6724 or
All adults are welcome.
whnp879@gmail.com
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TENDING: Leader Development & Nominations
Emotionally Healthy Christians:
A Leader Development Workshop
Wednesday, February 5, 2020
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church
What does emotional health look like? Respected church leader Peter Scazzero describes emotional
health as "the ability to be self-aware and love well." How well do you know yourself? How does
your inner life shape your outward behavior? Whether you lead a personal household, a ministry
team, a mini-parish, or you simply want to become a more emotionally mature Christian, this workshop is for you. Pastor Rachel Srubas will introduce tools to help you look beneath the surface
of your life and become more self-aware and loving toward yourself, God, and others. All
adults of Mountain Shadows are welcome to sign up for this Equipping the Saints Leader Development Workshop. It is highly recommended for Elders, Deacons, and Moderators and members of
Ministry Teams. Sign up at church and commit to your emotional health!
2019 NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT: GOOD NEWS
The 2019 Nominating Committee is happy and excited to report that it has been successful in identifying church members who have agreed to accept nominations to serve Mountain Shadows as
Ruling Session Elders and Deacons. Pending the congregation’s election of nominees, all vacancies occurring in 2020 for the Session and the Board of Deacons will be filled. At the Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 26, 2020, the following persons’ names will be placed in
nomination by the Nominating Committee (other nominations may also be made from the floor):
Nominated Ruling Elders for the Class of 2022:
• Current Session Elder, Mary Ann Butler, whose current term will end at the end of January
2020, has agreed to accept a nomination for a second three-year term on the Session.
• Therese Griffin, a new Mountain Shadows member who played for years in the handbell choir
before joining the church, has agreed to serve as a Session Elder for a three-year term.
• Sam Leeper, a longtime seasonal attendee and a new member as of 2018, has agreed to serve as
a Session Elder for a three-year term.
Nominated Deacons:
• Current Board of Deacons Co-Moderator, Deacon Alida Wilkes, whose term ends at the end
of January, 2020, has agreed to a second three-year term on the Board of Deacons. She will be
part of the class of 2022.
• Current Board of Deacons member, Deacon Connie Wortman, whose term ends at the end
of January, 2020, has agreed to serve a second term of two years. She will be part of the class of
2021.
• Chuck Sherman, a new member as of 2018, has agreed to serve on the Board of Deacons for a
three-year term. He will be part of the class of 2022.
In addition, two members, Gale Digiorgio and Carlton Wiens have been asked and have agreed to
accept nominations at the Annual Meeting, to serve as at-large members of the 2020 Nominating
Committee. Pending election by the congregation, they will be joined by two Session Elders and
one Board of Deacons member to make up the full Nominating Committee for 2020.
Submitted by the 2019 Nominating Committee:
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FACILITIES

Audio Loop Hearing Assist System

Mountain Shadows’ Session has recently approved a number of facilities changes to the
church, including the addition of an audio loop hearing assist system. A hearing loop system
wirelessly transmits sound directly to an individual’s hearing aid or cochlear implant
through a telecoil (or t-coil), a component that is already integrated into the majority of modern
hearing devices. Individuals without t-coil-equipped personal hearing devices can also benefit from
hearing loops. The hearing loops can be accessed with portable receivers equipped with t-coils and
using headphones or smart phone ear buds.
The timeframe and funding for implementing this system is still to be determined. Installation will
require replacement of all carpeting in the sanctuary. What can you do to help us? If you have a
hearing assist device, find out if it has a t-coil and how to activate it. While your hearing assist
device normally amplifies any sound that is detected, when switched to the t-coil it only picks up audio input from our microphones installed in the sanctuary.
A number of nearby facilities such as theaters and churches have loop audio installed; see a partial
list at https://time2loopamerica.com/az/.Take a field trip and learn how to use your t-coil on your
hearing assist device. We plan to install a demo system with tape-down wiring for a few days so you
can experience for yourself what our system will be like. If you would like more information, please
see Dave Smith at church or call him at 520-818-9239.

Your Facilities Team
As you read this, I am concluding my four-year tenure as Elder for the Facilities Ministry. It has been my pleasure serving in this role, but believe me, it really takes a team to
manage all the responsibilities. Sunday Worship, meeting set-ups, maintaining the grounds, fixing
stuff that breaks, and investigating that weird smell we sometimes had, are responsibilities borne by
many volunteer hands.
Many thanks to our volunteers who have helped me, and contributed many hours to our church’s upkeep. They are Tony Zoellner, Karl Kuehlwein, Dave Smith, Laura Carey, Ron Anderson, Bill
Grimm, Ron Martin, Larry Meisegeier, and most importantly, Judy Leonard, our Office Manager.
Thanks to each of you for your hard work and support over the past few years.
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent
months, year-to-date results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year-to-date results. If you have
questions contact David Raffety at 520-544-7397 or Jeff States at 520-268-8956.

FINANCE

Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
November
2019
Regular Offerings
Other Income
Total Income
Total Expense
Income less Expense

------------2019
--------November
Year-to-Date
Year-to-Date
Actual
Actual
Budget
$
20,467 $
243,396 $
254,500
353
3,654
3,495
$
20,820 $
247,050 $
257,995
$
$

2018
Year-to-Date
Actual
$ 251,510
3,518
$ 255,028

20,923

$

244,612

$

254,675

$

246,275

(103)

$

2,438

$

3,319

$

8,753
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Thank You from the
Legacy Ministry!

GIVING
LEGACY

Thank you Mountain Shadows
Presbyterian Church congregants for an enthusiastic response to the Legacy Ministry 10th Anniversary Offering! We received over 41 offerings, which came from over 65 congregants. That’s quite a response for a first-ever event. And your
offerings were incredibly generous totaling over $4,900 (a couple offerings were still expected at the
time this article was written).
How did you direct your offerings? The majority elected to make “Undesignated” offerings leaving
it to the Legacy Ministry Board and the Session to determine the best use for these gifts. Seven responses directed their gifts to the General Endowment Fund, five to the Designated Endowment
Fund, one to the General Spending Fund, and eight to the Building and Capital Facilities Fund. At
the next meeting of the Legacy Ministry, the Board will determine how to use the undesignated offerings and the investment of these generous gifts.
Your outpouring of support through the 10th Anniversary Offering is boosting the Legacy Ministry
seed that was planted just 10 years ago. For years to come, these added “seeds” will expand the
ministries of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church. Thank you!

STEWARDSHIP
As you are reading this, we are in the midst of the 2020 Stewardship Campaign. Please
read “Gratitude 2019” to learn how Mountain Shadows has made an impact on the community and the world. Read through the bulletin inserts to learn this year’s message of
stewardship and how to be “Devoted to Generosity”. Remember to fill out your pledge
card and return it on Commitment Sunday, January 19, 2020, when we respond to all that God has
given us.

VENTURING
MISSION AND OUTREACH
The Work of Christmas
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the Kings and Princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flocks,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost
To heal the broken
To feed the hungry
To release the prisoner
To teach the nations
To bring Christ to all
To make music in the heart.
— Howard Thurman
Continued
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MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

Every year – Howard Thurman reminds us that the real work of Christmas isn’t about trees and tinsel but about peace and justice. “The Work of Christmas” calls us to resist the greatest temptation of
all this blessed Christmas season: to “put Christ into Christmas” only to leave him there — to receive with joy the gift of the Word made flesh on Christmas Eve and fail to live as the Body of
Christ the other 364 days of the year.
And so as we at Mountain Shadows celebrate the Christmas miracle of our brother Jesus born of our
sister Mary — with all of its beloved trappings and traditions — may we also be given the grace to
bring the hope of Christmas alive in the year ahead.
May we be given the courage to refuse to leave Christ only in Christmas but to follow in his footsteps by doing justice, loving mercy and walking humbly with our God “in season and out of season.” And may we be given the energy and imagination to ask “what child is this” of each and every
member of God’s beloved human family as we go out to Do The Work of Christmas*.
Join the Missions and Outreach Ministry Team during 2020 as we Do the Work of Christmas!

* Taken from Reflections on the Journey at http://inchatatime.blogspot.com

Books Donated to the MSPC Library from the Mission and Outreach Team
The Missions Team encourages you to take a look at the following books that have been added to
the MSPC Library as of December 2019:
• The Death and Life of Aida Hernandez…a Border Story by Aaron Barrow-Strain is the true
story of a young immigrant living in Agua Prieta, Sonora and Douglas, Arizona. This book
takes the reader into detention centers, immigration courts, and the inner life of this young immigrant and other characters. This book has been highly recommended by our border ministry
partners of Frontera de Cristo and Rev. Mark Adams contributed to the writing of this book.
• Neighborhood Church…Transforming Your Congregation into a Powerhouse for Mission by
Krin Van Tatenhove and Rob Miller has been selected by Presbyterian Church USA Ruling Elder Vilmarie Cintron-Olivieri and the Reverend Cindy Kohlmann, Co-Moderators of the 223rd
General Assembly to inspire churches to become strong community partners in their mission
work.
• The Unwanted: Stories of the Syrian Refugees written and illustrated by Don Brown. Please
read the book review provided by Mission Refugee and Immigrant Resettlement Connector,
Dennis Nelson, below:
Award-winning creator of The Great American Dust Bowl and Drowned City, Don Brown depicts
moments of both heartbreaking horror and hope in the lives of Syrian refugees. Simply written and
dramatically illustrated in comic book style, Brown focuses on families and individuals, avoiding
religious, political and cultural complexity except when necessary for context.
Starting after 2010 and the Arab Spring, peaceful protests demanding Assad’s resignation were met
with tanks and snipers, soldiers evicting people from their homes, burning possessions, kidnapping
and shooting men, women and children. One survivor said, “They would usually torture you for
about two to three months before they would kill you.”
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In just ninety pages, the reader is first exposed to an exodus of hundreds, then thousands fleeing violence; many
first crossing into Jordan and Lebanon; others piling up on the Turkish border. One refugee said “We
felt maybe it’s our turn to die. But we didn’t want to die. So, we made up our minds to leave.”
MISSION AND OUTREACH - cont’d

Crossing the Mediterranean, the message was “We had two choices: one, get on the boat even
though no one knew how to swim or two, go back to Syria and die under the bombs.”
Brown vividly describes the journey of thousands a day surviving the Mediterranean, reaching
Greece and pushing on to Western Europe. Along the way, they find volunteers and local officials
helping refugees but urging them on, not to stay in their towns, villages and cities. People tire and
sicken, swelter in heat, and shiver in cold saying “Here we are dying five thousand times.”
This is a must-read for those wanting to go beyond just the headlines. Despite the horror, there are
stories of hope and refugees building a new life. One mother concludes “The future is not for us.
The future is for our children.”

Adopt-A-Family
Thank You!

Roe Erlandson
Memorial Service
On Wednesday, January 8, 2020 at 2:00 p.m., a
worship service and reception to honor the
memory of Roe Erlandson will take place at
Vistoso Funeral Home, 2285 East Rancho Vistoso Blvd., Oro Valley, AZ 85755. Rev. Rachel
Srubas will preside, and Director of Music
Charmaine Piane Dame will provide music. All
are welcome.

Thank you, everyone, who supported the Adopt A Family program in December. We were able to provide all gifts, and a
very full basket of food to 5 families in Mammoth/San Manuel. A more detailed report
will come later, but 27 people had a Merry
Christmas because you cared.

THANK YOUs, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS
ORACLE
DUE DATE:
The February 2020
Oracle articles are due to Office Manager
Judy Leonard on Wednesday, January
15th.

ONLINE SERMONS, etc.
Visit our website at:
www.mountainshadowschurch.org.
Click on the Resource tab and find the heading
“Sermons” or “Sunday Bulletins.” It is as easy as
that! What a great way to stay connected to Mountain Shadows Church, even if you are unable to attend Sunday worship.

E-Oracle Newsletter!
Receive your Oracle via email. Email Judy Leonard at mspcoffice@gmail.com to be added
to the email list. Those who want to continue to receive a paper copy, please pick up your
Oracle the 1st Sunday of the month, under the ramada.
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January 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

9

10

11

Office Closed

5

6

7

2:00 Finance
2:00— Movie
Matinee: “The
Shape of Water” 3:00
Stewardship
Communion
Sunday

12

13

14

8
9:00 Health
Ministry—
Raffety’s

2:00 – Memorial
for Roe Erlandson 3:45 Choir
at Vistoso Funeral Practice
Home

15

1:00 Session
Annual Reports
Due

Celebration
2:00— Movie
Party Registra- Discussion:
tion Begins
“The Shape of
Water”

Oracle Deadline

19

20

9:00 Peer Group 10:00
Christmas
(Chapel)
Decorations
Take-Down
3:00— Ensemble

2:00 Women’s
Bible Study

16

17

18

25

1:00 Learning
Ministry Team
1:30 CCMT
3:00— Ensemble
3:45 Choir
Practice

21

22

23

24

28

29

30

31

10:00
Deacons’ Mtg

11:30 Home
Communion
Training

26

Office Closed

27

3:00
Celebration
Committee
11:00 Annual
Congregational
Mtg
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