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April 2020  

Continued... 

Centered in Christ, Caring for Community  

across Social Distances 
 

Grace and peace to you in Christ from Pastor Rachel Srubas. 

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve and dramati-

cally affect daily life. This is the letter that went to our con-

gregation on March 19, 2020. As your Pastor, I provide it here to make sure it reaches as many 

people as possible. Itôs important that all congregants are aware of Mountain Shadows Presbyteri-

an Churchôs continued commitment to serving Godôs people during this challenging time.  
 

On March 18, 2020, Mountain Shadows' Session (leadership council of elders) and I met via vide-

oconference to make decisions about our congregationôs ministry and mission during the pandem-

ic. Parish Associate Rev. Denise Edwards was our guest for part of the meeting. The Session El-

ders include the following nine church members, all of whom were present for the videoconfer-

ence meeting: 

Skip Brauns, Co-Clerk, Mary Ann Butler, Cassi Fraley, Co-Clerk, Therese Griffin,          
Dorothy Grimm, Sam Leeper, Rod Hutton, Pamela Schultz, Jeff States 

 

The Session began our meeting with a devotion that included words from Psalm 27, which I com-

mend to our whole congregation for reflection and prayer:   
 

 

  The L  is my light and my salvation; 

      whom shall I fear? 

  The L  is the stronghold of my life; 

      of whom shall I be afraid? 

  I believe that I shall see the goodness of the L  

      In the land of the living. 

  Wait for the L ; 

      be strong, and let your heart take courage; 

      wait for the L ! 

While you wait for the Lord, Mountain Shadows Presbyterian 

Church will help you take courage in the ways listed on the 

next page, in accordance with the Sessionôs discernment and 

decisions. Please turn the page and read on. 
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Centered in Christ, Caring for Community Across Social Distances, continued from previous page 

 

 

¶ We will provide weekly worship experiences for you. These will include Sunday emails con-
taining orders of worship, Scripture readings, pastoral messages, visual images, musical record-
ings, prayers, opportunities for you to practice Christian stewardship through acts of giving, 
and creative ways for all the faithful to participate as fully as possible in the Body of Christ 
while respecting the theology of our Presbyterian Church (USA) and protecting public health.  

 

¶ In our provision of worship resources, we will pay special attention to the spiritual needs 
of the Christian community during Holy Week (which begins on Palm Sunday, April 5) and 
on Easter Sunday, April 12.  

 

¶ We will be steadfast and hope-filled in proclaiming the good news that God's saving love 
is made real in the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ.   

 

¶ We will strenuously protect public health. To do this, we will follow the guidelines of the 
Centers for Disease Control and other federal and local authorities. In accordance with CDC 
social distancing guidelines, we will continue to refrain from gathering either at the church or 
in congregantsô homes, until it is safe to do so. This means Mountain Shadows Presbyterian 
Church will not hold worship services, meetings, or classes of any kind on any part of church 
property (including the parking lot), or at other off-campus locations, until further notice. 
Church facilities will remain closed except for crucial tasks that must be completed by an indi-
vidual on church premises for the continued functioning of our ministries. 

 

¶ We will refrain from direct, in-person engagement with Mission Partners for the duration 
of the pandemic and the concurrent practice of social distancing. In lieu of goods collec-
tions and benevolent donations (which pass through multiple hands), we will support our 
churchôs Mission Partners with encouraging notes and financial contributions during this time. 
Individuals may make their own financial contributions directly to Mission Partners.  

 

¶ We will lift up in unceasing prayer the joys and concerns of God's people. Those who wish 
to share prayer requests may call me, Pastor Rachel Srubas, at 520-664-6970 or email me at 
rachelsrubas@gmail.com.  Parish Associate Rev. Denise Edwards may be called at 614-406-
8901 or emailed at pdedwards520@gmail.com. Deacons of our church may be called or 
emailed at the numbers listed in our church directory.  

 

¶ We will continue to care for all God's people even when prayer requests are not received. 
We will do our best to maintain regular contact through phone calls, emails, and US mail. We 
encourage all congregants to use telephone and online means to stay in touch with one another 
and connect often with those who may be vulnerable or isolated.   

 

¶ We will provide regular and responsive leadership to the congregation. To this end, the 
Session will meet via videoconference and will communicate with the congregation shortly 
thereafter. The Session of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church will confer and communi-
cate with you as frequently as necessary to ensure that timely, faithful decisions are made for 
the good of God's people throughout the present pandemic.  

 
 

Be strong, and let your heart take courage. Wait for the Lord! 
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Judy Hans 

DEACONSõ CORNER 

C A R I N G 

Chuck Sherman Alida Wilkes 
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Continued 

HEALTH MINISTRY  

April is here following the mild winter in our beautiful desert. We will soon have more wildflowers 
and many cactus blooms to admire. As we look forward through Lent with repentance and wait for 
Easter we should be in prayer for the new direction and opportunities ahead for our church. 
 

This month however, I would like to look backward and list just a few of the many answered pray-
ers from many of the past months. We should always remember that every obstacle is an opportuni-
ty for us to grow. 
 

From our Presbyterian Outlook booklet for Lent:, written by Rev. Jill Duffield "Jesus not only pre-
pares a place for us, he gifts us with others to pray for and with us on this journey." 
 

Some of the past thanksgivings: love of friends & family, blessings of grandchildren, many birth-
days and anniversaries, comfort from grief, many healings & restored health, music ministry, flow-
ers & sunshine, food for the needy, new members, prayer blankets, safe travel & returns, Rachel, 
Ken, Denise and Rod, volunteers that give of their gift of time, health workers and many more!  
 

Ps.46:1 "God is our refuge & strength, a very present help in trouble". 
 

Also see Mark 11:24, Ps27:1, & Ps68:35.  
 

Easter blessings!  

Connective Things we CAN DO in a Time of Social Distancing 

How do we love one another without hugs, face to face, and physical contact?  In this time of social 

distancing and illness, letôs look at some ways to maintain our mental health, decrease our sense of 

social isolation, and keep a sunny disposition! 

¶ Liberally, make phone calls to family, friends, and your fellow church members. 

¶ Breathe in some fresh air. Sit on your patio every day.   Eat lunch outside or go for a walk. 

¶ Exercise in place looking out the window. 

¶ Embrace Social Media ï call your kids or friends to learn how.  Play Bridge, Yahtzee, and 

cards games with online partners. 

¶ PRAY! 

¶ Read a really good book!  

¶ Subscribe to the daily newspaper. 

¶ Hike a trail , staying 10ft away from those in front or behind you.  Visit your state park. 

¶ Continue to extend your care to Food Banks, our Mission partners, by sending checks and 

supportive notes. 
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GATHERING 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 

Connective Things You CAN Do, continued 

Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved,  

for you are my praise.   

Jeremiah 17:14 
 

As communities across the world and right here at home are impacted by the coronavirus, I pray for 

those impacted and for everyone working to treat all the infected.  
 

As I write this article in March, and ponder what the world might be like Easter Sunday, I feel like 

Mary Magdalene: Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still dark, 

and saw the stone removed from the tomb.  John 20:1  
 

The tomb is empty, and time moves forward. Will we celebrate as a community or praise God in our 

silence?  The one fact we can hold deep in our hearts is that Christ has risen! We are united whether 

we sit side by side or in our homes, because we have victory over suffering and sin, pain and death.  

In my tiny, obscure world, I pray for God to guide my mind, my hands, my entire being. I must trust 

that our Father, Mother, Creator will never abandon us. 
 

O give thanks to the God of heaven, for Godôs steadfast love endures forever. Psalm 136:26 

¶ Check in on others by phone, email, and snail mail. 

¶ Tap into Virtual tours of zoos, nature centers, and the worldôs great museums online. 

¶ Limit upsetting Media consumption. 

¶ Start painting or drawing again!  Learn knitting or crocheting by following a You Tube 

video.   

¶ Set out a jigsaw puzzle in your home. 

¶ Do a craft together with your grandchildren on Face Time or Whatôs App. 

¶ Send old postcards to your friends around the country. 

¶ Enjoy this time to develop new habits of spiritual discipline and study ïusing devotionals, 

daily prayer, reading Christian books, studying scripture, or using worship resources from 

Mountain Shadows and other religious groups  

¶ PRAY!  

¶ Plant a backyard garden, or dish garden and watch it grow.  Talk to your plants! 

¶ Find satisfaction in cleaning your closet or junk drawer. 

¶ Study the birds outside your window.  Then learn their names with Jayne on Facebook. 

¶ Bake bread for your family. 

¶ Check in daily with MSPC Facebook Page for prayers, devotions, photos, and activities ! 

¶ PRAY! 
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Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent month,  year-to-date 

results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year-to-date results.  If you have questions contact 

Linda Zoellner at (936) 689-8777 or Jeff States at 520-268-8956. 

FINANCE  

Mountain Shadowsô New Solar Electric System 
 

Mountain Shadows is going GREEN!  A new 12.96 KW solar system has been installed in the area 

just east of the Education Building. The new system will produce electricity that exceeds our aver-

age demand. This will erase our ñcarbon footprint,ò allowing us to care for our environment.   
 

Over time, we will also reduce our energy costs.  We will see modest energy savings over the next 

15 years as the system pays for itself.  After year 15, Mountain Shadows will own the system and 

our energy cost savings will exceed $2,000 per year.   
 

This system was purchased by a new Mountain Shadows member, Bruce Clark.  Bruce has a passion 

for using solar to reduce the use of coal and gas to produce power, which improves the air quality 

we breathe. We are blessed to have Bruce as part of our congregation, and thank him for this gener-

ous gift. We hope to integrate the solar system output to our website, allowing everyone to keep 

track of the GREEN energy we produce. We will keep you informed as these additions to our web 

site are made. 

FACILITIES 

 Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget  

      

February ------------- 2020 ---------  2019 

2020 February Year-to-Date Year-to-Date  Year-to-Date 

 Actual Actual Budget  Actual 

         

Regular Offerings  $         43,058   $         68,533   $         52,790    $      56,583  

Other Income                   654  
                  

885  
                  

729               1,060  

Total Income  $         43,712   $         69,418   $         53,519    $      57,644  

         

Total Expense  $         28,352   $         45,946   $         51,300    $      38,699  

         

Income less Expense  $         15,359   $         23,472   $           2,219    $      18,944  
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STEWARDSHIP 

 

GIVING 
 

 

March 21, 2020 
 

Dear People of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church 
 

This letter follows up on Pastor Rachelôs of March 19, 2020 (which also appears on pages 1 and 2 of 
this newsletter). It outlined that Mountain Shadowsô Session intends to strenuously protect public 
health by following the guidelines of the Centers for Disease Control and other federal and local au-
thorities. This necessitates that we refrain from gathering at the church until it is certainly safe to do 
so. The letter also outlined that the church will continue to provide weekly worship experience for 
you including opportunities to practice Christian stewardship through acts of giving, and creative 
ways for all the faithful to participate in the Body of Christ. To assure these practices are continued, 
Session has determined that we will continue to pay our churchôs staff during this uncertain period 
when the Word of the Lord and care giving ministries are most needed. To do so the church is de-
pendent upon the reliable and committed stream of your tithes and offerings and we would appreci-
ate that you prayerfully consider the following option.  
 

For regular monthly offerings, please consider signing up for the convenient and easy automatic 
payment program to assure our reliable stream of funds is not interrupted.  A sign-up form appears 
on the next page. Please return the completed form by mail to our church treasurer, Linda Zoellner, 
at the church office:  
 

Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church 
3201 E. Mountainaire Drive 
Tucson, AZ 85739 

 

Of course it is perfectly acceptable to simply mail your check to Linda Zoellner at the church office.   
 

We were not able to include a Moment for Mission on Sunday March 15 to make the annual  per 
capita apportionment appeal, which supports Presbytery de Cristo, Synod of the Southwest, and the 
General Assembly of  PC(USA)*. The per capita amount is $46.12 per member. If it is easier to do 
the math, just round up to $50. We have made our full payment of $6,780 for Mountain Shadows per 
capita from our operating funds. Every dollar of per capita received will go into replenishing the op-
erating fund. Please help us cover this necessary expense by mailing in your portion of the per capita 
to the above address. Thank you.  
 

Finally, the Moving Forward Faithfully Together capital campaign is underway and we are excited 
and pleased by the initial pledges. Unfortunately, we werenôt able to make our pledges as part of 
worship on March 15th and we now are asking that you mail your pledge forms to the attention of 
David Raffety at the church office address above. We had targeted the campaign to end on March 
29th so your prompt response is appreciated. 
 

Thank you for your consideration and for your continuing generous support of the Lordôs work. 
 

Should you have any questions regarding these matters please contact me at sam@samleeper.net or 
970-301-1674. 
 

Your brother in Christ,  

 

Sam Leeper, Stewardship Elder 
 

* These three councils provide ongoing guidance and support every day for assistance with congre-
gational matters.   The per capita helps keep our Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly function-
ing. They are the fabric which connects our congregationôs ministry and mission beyond our local 
community to other PCUSA congregations.  Their help is critical in this difficult time.  

about:blank
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Now More than Ever:  

Mountain Shadows Online Photo Directory 
 

Have you used the Mountain Shadows Online Photo Directory lately?   

Here are some good reasons to use it! 

¶ You can see the faces of our faith community. 

¶ The Online Directory is kept up to date and is accurate. 

¶ It is searchable. Type in a name and all those who have that name will be displayed! 

¶ Clicking on an address will display the location of that address in your Map app. 

¶ When using a phone, you can make a call by clicking the little phone picture next to the phone 
number. 

¶ You  can print your own directory, even customize your printed directory. 

¶ Go to the Groups tab and find é 
é the names of the deacons along with their mini-parish members 

é the photos of those who joined the church in 2019 or 2018. 

é the names of the Ruling Elders and their assigned responsibilities. 

é the names of the ministry moderators and what they lead. 

You can use it at home, in your car (make sure you stop first!), or anywhere in the world. If you 

arenôt using the directory, let me know why and Iôll help you get started with it. Once you begin to 

use it regularly, youôll love it. Contact me at 520-247-6016 or email me at cwiens2@mac.com  
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