May 2020

In all Things, We are
Centered in Christ, Caring for Community
Dear Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church Community,
Like you, I dearly wish the COVID-19 news were better. The reality is, we must continue to keep
our church facility closed, at least through May 31, 2020, and possibly longer.
Mountain Shadows' Session (leadership council of Ruling Elders) has decided that continued closure of the church facility is necessary to protect the health and safety of our congregation
and staff. This decision is informed by public health agencies’ recommendations and continual updates provided by Presbytery de Cristo. At the Session's meeting on May 20, 2020, Elders will decide on next steps for our congregation, paying utmost attention to high-risk factors faced by people who are 65 and older, and those who have lung, heart, immunity, diabetes-related and other health conditions. We will continue to exercise an abundance of caution, true to our mission:
In all things, we are centered in Christ, caring for community.
The Session’s decisions will be clearly communicated to the congregation by every available
means. In the "Session Happenings" article by Co-Clerk Skip Brauns on page 5 of this newsletter,
you will read about decisions regarding the required use of face masks and sanitizing practices
by individuals (staff and church leaders) whose work requires them to be physically present
at church on a strictly limited basis.
I continue working with Director of Music Charmaine Piane Dame and others to provide meaningful Sunday worship experiences via email and YouTube. Your church staff, including Office Manager Judy Leonard (publisher of this newsletter, among other vital tasks) remains dedicated to serving God and God's people. Thank you for your ongoing appreciative responses to all efforts carried
out to sustain Mountain Shadows' ministries in this challenging time. God is good all the time.
To help us share in the goodness of God, I will host Wednesdays at the
Well online on May 6, 13, 20, and 27 at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. Read about
this ministry of spiritual refreshment on page 4 of this newsletter.
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CARING
DEACONS’ CORNER
Freja Cranston
Co-Moderator

Alida Wilkes
Co-Moderator

Brian Parker

Lynn Parker

Chuck Sherman

Judy Meister
Judy Hans

Beverly Johnston
Connie Wortman

When I volunteered to be Deacon of the Month for May, my plan was to write about my first experience attending the church’s women’s retreat. I’m disappointed that didn’t happen and also disappointed that a lot of events have been or are going to be postponed or cancelled. But at the same
time, I am so grateful for what we do have:
• I am grateful for the technology that allows us to “see” family and friends while sitting at home;
the technology that allows Pastor Rachel to reach out to all of us and give us comforting words
of praise and worship; the technology to order our groceries for pick-up or delivery and actually
to order anything we need (except toilet paper); the technology that allows employees to work
from home and the technology that entertains us and allows us to play games with our grandkids.
• I am grateful for a beautiful and safe place to live that allows us to be outdoors to walk or hike
• I am grateful for the unexpected benefit of spending more time with others in our household instead of running here and there for activities, social engagements, practices and meetings.
When all this is over, maybe our lesson is to slow down a little and not be in quite such a hurry or
quite so busy all the time.
So until we are able to meet and hug again remember what the Apostle Paul tells us in Romans
12:12:“Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.”
Stay home, stay calm, stay healthy, stay connected and God bless us all!

To the Congregation of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church
Mountain Shadows’ Deacons would like to express their gratitude for the generous
Ash Wednesday contributions to rebuild our Deacon's Emergency Assistance Resource Fund (DEAR Fund.) In this challenging time for our community, our
church and our country, the warmth and caring demonstrated by these donations
are greatly appreciated. The funds will be used to assist those in need.
Sincerely,

HEALTH MINISTRY

Let the Beauty of the Lord our God be upon us.
Psalm 90:17

FRESH AIR – REFRESHED SPIRIT
We do not know what May will bring, but it is likely that we who are in the older demographic will
continue to live our lives apart, in an abundance of caution, during this time season of COVID-19.
Continued
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Health Ministry (cont’d)

So, Let us be intentional during this time to tap into God’s creation,
breathing in Fresh Air to Refresh our Spirits.
Let’s open our windows, sit on our patios, listen to the birds, walk a path, delight in the flowers, lift
up our eyes unto the mountains and regard the rarity and beauty of the God’s earth, clouds and
skies.
Connecting with Nature is known to help with stress reduction, add to a sense of coherence and belonging, recharge us toward improved self-confidence and self-discipline, and connect us to a broader sense of community.
Please be assured that your Health Ministry team
is praying for you and yours during this time.
May you all be of good health in mind, body, and spirit.

GATHERING
Christian Community Ministry Team

Community Circle Players
Thank MSPC For Their Support!

Community Circle Players (CCP) appreciate MSPC’s support. On Friday, March 6th,
MSPC congregants, friends and other invited guests attended the dress rehearsal of THE
OUTSIDER, by Paul Slade Smith, produced by special arrangement with Playscripts
Inc. Ticket sales of $270.00 were collected and donated to MSPC’s new building capital campaign.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sing to God a brand-new song!
Earth and everyone in it, sing!
Sing to God—worship God! Psalm 96:1-2

We have been preparing new songs to God! Are you wondering how the special music
in our video worship services is arranged? More than 6 feet apart! I record a piece on
my phone, email it to a vocalist or an instrumentalist, they record their part listening to my accompaniment, and return the recording to me before it is incorporated into the worship video.
Dorothy Grimm has a new program and is recording each musical track separately! You may have
noticed a clarinet duet. That is only Dorothy! It is challenging and fun figuring out what to record
each week, while following the Lectionary.
If you are interested in helping to provide music for worship, give me a call, text or email! You need
to be able to listen to accompaniment and record an mp3 file. I am using the free app Hi-Q. I would
say we are not a fancy recording studio, but we are praising God with shouts of joy!
An extravaganza before God,
As God comes to set everything right on earth,
God will set everything right….. Psalm 96:13
520-982-2437; bcdame@comcast.net
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Membership
Keeping our Online Directory Accurate and Up-to-Date
Last month I wrote an article about our congregation’s Online Directory. I then received some requests to correct errors or make changes to addresses, phone numbers or email addresses.
Have you proof-read your information on the Mountain Shadows Online Directory?
• Spellings of names
• Phone numbers
• Email addresses
• Home address
Errors are more easily noticed by those who look under their own photos in both the Families and
the Members/Friends sections of the directory.
You can contact me, Carlton Wiens, with the changes you desire, or you can correct your own entries by clicking on the photos associated with your household.
Notice that when you click on your own photo in the Family Section, your family and individual
photos appear. Click on all your photos, at separate times, and you will see that the entries are
shown in fields, or boxes, where you can simply correct an error or make a change. Make sure you
click on the “update” button. Only you or the online directory’s administrators can make changes
to your listing. When you make a change, I get an automatic email telling me that you did so.
Note: The password field is blank because no one, including me, gets to know your password.
There is no need to type anything in that blank box unless you want to change your password.

Spiritual Care and Practice
With Pastor Rachel Srubas
Wednesdays at the Well:
Refreshing our Connection
with God and Each Other
With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation. Isaiah 12:3
On each Wednesday in May at 10:00 a.m., Pastor Rachel Srubas invites you to be spiritually refreshed at an online gathering with friends in faith from Mountain Shadows Church. Via Zoom, the
online video conference platform, we’ll enjoy seeing each other’s faces, reflect on scriptural and
contemplative wisdom, share some joys and concerns, and spend time together in prayer. To participate, please RSVP by emailing Rachel at rachelsrubas@gmail.com. She will send you guidelines for setting up a free Zoom account and an invitation to join Wednesdays at the Well.
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TENDING

Session Happenings

SESSION of MSPC
The latest meeting of Session took place via video conference on Wednesday, March 22, 2020. Here
is a summary of decisions made at that meeting.
• Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church facilities will continue
to be closed to all group activities through at least May 31, 2020. At its May 20, 2020 stated
meeting, Mountain Shadows’ Session will consider data-based public health guidelines provided
by public agencies and Presbytery de Cristo toward the eventual, phased reopening of the church.
At that same May 20 meeting, the Session will determine whether the total church closure must
be extended beyond May 31, 2020 to protect the safety of our congregation. The Session will use
all available communications means to inform the congregation of decisions. At present, it is certain that through May 31, 2020, only individuals performing tasks that must be carried out on
church premises are to be present on the property, and must observe the following safety protocols while at the church.
• The Session mandated that individuals wear a face mask and maintain a social distance
(minimum of six feet) from others occupying the same room on the MSPC property, effective immediately. Furthermore, cleaning supplies including disinfectants available in the church office
and elsewhere on campus, are to be used on all contacted surfaces (desks, tables, keyboards, copy
machine, doorknobs, etc.) before leaving any MSPC building. This requirement will continue until the Session determines that it is no longer necessary. It was also noted that a personal hand
sanitizer and face masks should be carried by each person and that arrangements may be made
for the church to provide these supplies to those who require them.
• With gratitude for their faithful service to the congregation and prayers for their wellbeing, the
Session fulfilled Dave and Rita Smith’s expressed desire to terminate their MSPC membership,
effective April 10, 2020.
• A detailed schedule of actions planned for the upcoming Stewardship Campaign was presented
by Sam Leeper, Elder-Moderator of the Stewardship Ministry Team. The Session approved this
schedule and noted that David Raffety, Coordinator of the Capital Campaign, a separate campaign for funding the MSPC church expansion, is a member of the Stewardship Ministry Team
and is aware of planned Stewardship actions.
• The Session approved that the Roe Erlandson Memorial Fund be designated for the sanctuary
hearing assistance system, per Dee Erlandson’s request.
• The Session approved the following members for the Legacy Ministry Board: Karl Kuehlwein,
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FACILITIES
Memorial Garden Price Increase
In 2013, MSPC added the Memorial Garden with two walls and a cross just east of
the sanctuary. One wall is for a Columbarium with an imbedded structure for urns
and faceplates. The other wall is for a Memorial with faceplates only. At its
March meeting, the Session authorized a price increase to take effect July 1, 2020,
for the Memorial Garden. The price increase reflects cost increases passed along to us by our supplier and MSPC’s desire to make the Memorial Garden self-funding.
Current Pricing
Columbarium Wall

Memorial Wall

Effective July 1, 2020

Single

$1050

Single

$1250

Dual

$1300

Dual

$1500

Single

$300

Single

$350

Dual

$450

Dual

$500

If you have been thinking about purchasing a niche in our Columbarium or a plaque on our Memorial Wall, please see Therese Griffin (520/990-8591) or Judy Leonard (520/825-7858) for more information.

FINANCE
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent month, year-to-date
results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year-to-date results. If you have questions contact
Linda Zoellner at (936) 689-8777 or Jeff States at 520-268-8956.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
March
2020

Regular Offerings
Other Income

------------2020
--------March
Year-to-Date
Year-to-Date
Actual
Actual
Budget
$
27,356 $
95,889 $
71,790
380
1,265
1,154

Total Income

$

27,736

$

97,154

$

72,944

$

91,114

Total Expense

$

31,312

$

77,259

$

82,480

$

63,936

(3,576)

$

19,895 $

(9,536)

$

27,178

Income less
Expense

$

2019
Year-to-Date
Actual
$
89,614
1,500
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FINANCE Cont’d

It Is Not Too LateYou Can Still Participate in the 2020 Per Capita Special Offering
Thank you to the many members of MSPC who have contributed to the 2020 Per Capita Special Offering which was initiated on Sunday March 15. The Per Capita payment made to the Presbytery de
Cristo not only supports the Presbytery but also is a major source of funding for the Synod of the
Southwest, and the General Assembly of Presbyterian Church (USA). The 2020 per capita payment of $6,780 was made last month from the operating fund.
We have received per capita offerings totaling more than $1,500 to date. It is not too late to contribute. The per capita amount per member for 2020 is $46.12. If it is easier, just round up to $50.
Every dollar of per capita received will go into replenishing the operating fund already spent.
Please help us cover this necessary expense by mailing in your portion of the per capita to:
Linda Zoellner, Treasurer
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church
3201 Mountainaire Drive
Tucson, AZ 85739
PS - Don’t forget that for regular monthly offerings, you can sign up for the convenient and easy
automatic payment program. To sign up email Office Manager, Judy Leonard at mspcoffice@gmail.com and she will email you a sign-up form. Please return the completed form, by mail,
to Mountain Shadows attention Linda Zoellner, Treasurer.
Of course it is perfectly acceptable to simply mail your check to Mountain Shadows.

GIVING

Moving Forward
Faithfully Together

In the midst of some trying times, we have experienced an awesome response to the Moving Forward Faithfully Together capital campaign for our building expansion project. As of mid-April,
we have 47 pledges (most of these by mail) for over $235,000! We are on our way to our goal of
$250,000. To make it all the way, we need both major gifts and many gifts. While the current environment has slowed our planning, we will still be Moving Forward with our building project!
Please mail your pledge to church this week to Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, 3201 East
Mountainaire Drive, Tucson, AZ 85739. We rejoice in the work God is doing through church!

THE PENTECOST OFFERING:
SUPPORTING CHILDREN AT RISK, YOUTH, AND YOUNG ADULTS
On Pentecost, May 31, 2020 we join together to build a life of faith and build the
household of God with children, youth, young adults, our denomination, and world.
Mountain Shadows will receive this special offering on May 31st. You are invited to
Continued
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Giving - Cont’d’

send your check with Pentecost in the Memo to the church office or give on line at pcusa.org/
Pentecost.
40% of your donation remains with Mountain Shadows and will be used to help support our beloved
Tucson Borderlands Young Adult Volunteer Program, www.tucsonborderlandsyav.org. The remaining 60% of your donation will be used to support children-at-risk, youth, and young adults through
ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency.

PERSONNEL

Pastoral Sabbatical Leave: 2021

Sabbatical Leave is an extension of the Biblical concept of a Sabbath day and a Sabbath year for renewal (Lev 25). As such, it
is granted to Pastor Rachel Srubas every seventh year of her Call. Her next Sabbatical Leave will be next year, 2021. This Leave is something for which Session plans
and budgets annually.
Sabbatical Leave for pastors is a planned time of intensive enhancement for ministry and mission.
The recommended length of the Sabbatical Leave is three (3) months. This is reflected in Pastor
Rachel’s Terms of Call each year, as approved by the Congregation. Lifelong learning and education
has been at the heart of the Presbyterian Church (USA) throughout its history. Sabbaticals or extended study leaves are becoming increasingly important for church professionals. They are a preventative measure for burnout and provide a time to gain perspective on the ministry of the church. These
are not extended vacation times, however. Determining specific educational objectives before the
leave and written reports afterwards will focus the experience both for the staff member and the Personnel Ministry Team (PMT). To be eligible for a Sabbatical Leave, the pastor/educator shall present, in writing, to the Church Session for their approval, a program (“The Plan”) of activity for the
Sabbatical Leave at least six (6) months prior to the proposed beginning of the Sabbatical Leave.
Upon approval by the Session in the year prior to the Sabbatical Leave, the Plan shall be forwarded
to the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry for their review and recommendation. Included in this
Plan will be the church’s plan for pastoral services during the period of the Sabbatical Leave.

VENTURING
Communication

The Communications Ministry
Wants You All To Stay Safe,
Stay Healthy And Stay Connected

You may have received our recent postcard reminding you of our Church social media
connections. The church website (www.mountainshadowschurch.org) provides access
to the church Facebook page and is updated continually with links to worship services,
news and events. Pastor Rachel has been active on social media with wonderful worship services using Facebook Live and YouTube. These services are advertised on the website so
that’s a great spot to participate with most recent worship activities and stay connected.
Continued
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Communications - cont’d

Next time you drive by the front of the church check out
our banner. We hope that sharing our website address will bring more attention
to our church and who we are; Centered in Christ, Caring for Community! We
look forward to seeing you all soon at church, but until then, look to
www.mountainshadowschurch.org for social connection.

During this time when church facilities are
closed to protect public health, and in lieu of
donations of physical benevolent goods, the congregation is invited to continue support to food
banks which are in critical need by sending monetary gifts to the church (noting Food Bank in
check memo), or even more expediently, by sending checks directly to:

MISSION AND OUTREACH

Tri Community Food
Bank
PO Box 38
Mammoth, AZ 85618

IMPACT of Southern
Arizona
3535 E. Hawser Rd
Catalina AZ 85739

Interfaith Community
Services
2820 W. Ina Rd
Tucson, AZ 85741

Please continue to support Just Coffee/Café Justo, their growers, roasters and distributors by ordering on line for home delivery; www.justcoffee.org.
Update on Sifa and Family: Sifa now receives a modest unemployment check, which is helpful,
but does not cover her rent and bills. She is also awaiting a stimulus check. Thank you for continuing to send extra support checks to Mountain Shadows with Sifa in the Memo. Every dollar helps.
How often have you heard this recently? We’ve had a Change of Plans...
We cannot gather at church on May 24th for Amuri’s High School Graduation Party.
But we can still CELEBRATE HIS MILESTONE by sending congratulatory cards to
Amuri Apenge c/o Dennis and Elizabeth Houle-Nelson, 920 E. Willow Bend Pl, Oro
Valley, AZ 85755. Dennis and Elizabeth will be sure that our prayers and good wishes are delivered to Amuri, the first in his family to graduate from high school!

May 5th was the date the Borderland Young Adult Volunteers (YAV)
planned on having the BIG fundraiser of the year, at La Cocina Restaurant,
with an evening of entertaining stories, food, beverages and fun with YAV
supporters from all the Presbyterian churches in Tucson. The Coronavirus put the damper on all
our plans, to say the least, but we are committed to overcoming the obstacles in our way and continuing to enjoy ourselves, get the YAV story out, and raise money for one of Presbytery de Cristo’s important mission partners, the Young Adult Volunteer program, as we continue this presence
in our community. We have our wonderful and talented young women volunteering in 4 programs
in Tucson and Agua Prieta in spite of the difficult times imposed by the quarantine. They still want
to share their stories and talents with all of you even though events have gotten in our way.
Continued
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We can’t gather in person, so we all need to be creative.
You are invited to join the Tucson Borderlands Young
Adult Volunteers (YAVs) for a Zoom gathering on May 15th, from 5:00 to 6:30 PM (AZ time),
from the safety and comfort of your own home. Grab some munchies and your favorite beverage
for a time of getting to know the YAVs and enjoy their stories. Join us live at 5:30. We are limited
to 100 people, so please register if you would like to “tune in”, and support this program. To register, go to tucsonborderlandsyav.org/stories by May 10th. We will send you the information for
logging onto the program. If you can’t tune in, but would still like to support the program, we’ve
enclosed an envelope for your convenience. Or you can donate online at: donorbox.org/telethon
Thank you for supporting the YAVs!
Allison Wood, Tucson Borderlands YAV Site Coordinator and the Board of Directors

YOUNG ADULT VOLUNTEERS, continued

THANK YOUs, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS
To the Congregation: During surgery and recovery, you have blessed us greatly with God’s
Love, through all your prayers, cards and emails. We are especially grateful for our church
sisters who helped us navigate through this challenging time, by sharing their own personal
experiences. Thank you, Rachel, for listening and being there for us.
John and Carol Reid

ORACLE Newsletter
DUE DATE: 5/15/20
Articles intended to appear in the June/July
issue of the Oracle newsletter are due to
Mountain Shadows Church Office Manager
Judy Leonard (mspcoffice@gmail.com) on
Friday, May 15th. Thank you.

ONLINE SERMONS, etc.
Visit our website at:
www.mountainshadowschurch.org.
Click on the Resource tab and find the heading “Sermons”
or “Sunday Bulletins.” It is as easy as that! What a great
way to stay connected to Mountain Shadows Church, even
if you are unable to attend Sunday worship.

Pastoral Care and Deacons' Care

Nothing in life or in death--not even the COVID-19 pandemic--can separate us from the love of God in Christ.
Even though we must maintain social distances for now, and therefore cannot meet with you face-to-face, your
Pastors and Deacons are available to pray with you over the phone. Call Pastor Rachel Srubas at 520-664-6970.
Call Parish Associate Denise Edwards at 614-406-8901. Contact your Deacon at the listing in our church directory. We're here for you!

Home Communion—By Telephone

We give thanks to God for the faithful ministry of our Home Communion teams, who have been connecting and
sharing the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper via phone call with congregants who are homebound.

Our Church Office and Staff: Ministry and Church Administration Continue

The church office is closed to protect public health. But Pastor Rachel Srubas, Director of Music Charmaine
Piane Dame, and Office Manager Judy Leonard continue working and serving our congregation. Voice messages left at 520-825-7858 are received and answered frequently. Emails sent to mspcoffice@gmail.com and
rachelsrubas@gmail.com and bcdame@comcast.net are likewise received and answered swiftly. Physical mail
sent to the church is regularly received. Thank you for the ways you encourage our church's staff.

Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church’s Worship Videos on YouTube.

Thanks to the video production skill of Mountain Shadows’ member Ken McAllister, our congregation is able
to gather virtually for Sunday worship via the Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church YouTube channel.
Subscribe to our channel! Since Sunday, April 5, our worship videos have been viewed over 600 times.
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Come,
Holy Spirit!

Sun

3

Mon

4

Tue

5

2:00 Book of Job
study, 3rd & final
class via Zoom

10

11

Wed

6

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

10:00 Wednesdays
at the Well via
Zoom

12

13

Oracle Deadline

10:00 Wednesdays
at the Well via
Zoom

17

18

19

10:00

20

5:00 YAVs Zoom

21

22

23

28

29

30

10:00 Wednesdays
at the Well

Deacons meeting

1:00 Session

via Zoom

via Zoom

24

25

26

Congratulations,
Amuri Apenge!

31

27
10:00 Wednesdays
at the Well via
Zoom

The Pentecost
Offering of the
Presbyterian
Church (USA) is
a churchwide
effort to support
young people.

Learn about the
Pentecost
Offering:
https://
specialofferings.pcusa.org/
offering/pentecost/
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