June 2020
The Toolbox of Faith
A friend of mine often says, Do the best you can with the tools you’ve got. During this pandemic, the tools that sustain my relationships and ministry include the phone, email, greeting
cards, the Internet, YouTube, Facebook, and Zoom. But some days, I grow weary of virtual
communications and social distances. I mourn the necessary suspension of worship gatherings, congregational
singing, and face-to-face conversations. I miss praying in person with you. I feel sad that I can’t give you a hug
when you’re hurting. I miss chatting with you at church.
When I’m discouraged, I try to remember this: the tools I’ve got include not only communication technologies,
but even more importantly, the practices of Christian faith. Adapted from the wisdom of a chaplain and writer
named Beryl Schewe, here’s a list of practices that belong in the toolbox of faith:

• Retreating and Recharging. Time away from regular responsibilities allows us to re-center.
• Giving thanks. Gratitude reminds us that God is abundantly giving. It helps us overcome the fear of scarci•

•
•
•

•
•

ty and fosters a spirit of hope within us.
Connecting with community. Because community connections are so essential to Christian life, I’m continuing to host Wednesdays at the Well online, every Wednesday morning in June at 10:00. Email me
at rachelsrubas@gmail.com if you’d like to participate in these 90-minute Zoom teleconference meetings where folks of Mountain Shadows connect, reflect, share joys and concerns, and pray. God always shows up!
Golden ruling. Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. Paying it forward, treating each other
kindly and with dignity is a faithful, Christ-centered practice.
Spiritual reading. Immersing ourselves in scripture and other faithful writings allows time and space for
introspection. What is the text teaching me and calling me to do? Spiritual reading is also a healthy antidote
to the daily news cycle.
Praying, worshiping, and meditating. Prayer and meditation change us the way water changes the contours of a canyon—slowly, constantly and over time, making us more receptive to God’s love and better
able to express it. Likewise, worshiping with others, even via videos posted on YouTube, smooths our
rough edges and fosters our compassion.
Serving others. Even social distancing is a form of service and care for our neighbors, as is wearing a facemask in public. Other available expressions of faithful service include monetary giving to support our
church and its mission partners.
Staying committed. Just as physical tools need to be sharpened and maintained, spiritual tools require regular practical use to remain lively and life-giving.

Mountain Shadows’ church buildings are closed and in-person ministries both on and off church premises are curtailed at least through August, 2020. Please see the letter from me dated May 27, 2020 and
sent via US Mail, explaining the Session’s decision to extend the church closure. Please see the illustrations and information from the CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) on the next page of
this newsletter. Until we meet again face to face, and while we meet online and over the phone, may we all—
God helping us—do the best we can with the tools we’ve got in the toolboxes of our faith.
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They followed Moses and the Israelites did not like the Wilderness

Connie Wortman

It’s been over 40 days and feels like 40 years! I’ve wandered in my home cleaning out drawers,
kitchen cupboards, and packing items for the “Opening of the Golden Goose.” I’ve been in touch
with my “Christmas Card List” making calls and connecting in person and listening to their stories.
My wilderness comes in the form of technology; like computers, iPads and iPhones. I‘m not
friends with these strangers I meet in the desert. We do not speak the same language, they are not
friendly, and so often I turn my shoulder to them. Yes, the Gurus of Technology, my friends,
members of my church, and so many others come to me with Love, Encouragement, and Guidance.
They are MY MOSES who help me to find my way in this wilderness of COVID-19. I know I’m
not alone in this type of struggle! I turn to my Bible to find Jesus and His words and lessons.
• I miss hearing Rachel’s voice and the message she pens out so well.
• I miss Charmaine, the choir, and musicians that bring forth all my senses.
• I miss YOU my dear friends of MSPC; your smilies, your stories, and your passing
“Peace be with you”.
• Keep the Faith
• We will be lead to a NEW Promised Land.
• We will gather in a NEW Norm.
Now, may the “Peace of Christ” be with you.
Hugs and Loves,

HEALTH MINISTRY
Even without Sunhat Sunday...

Be on the lookout for a snail mail, from your Health Ministry Team, with information on reducing your risk from skin cancer.
Continued
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Health Ministry (cont’d)

There’s No Place Like Home

Although some businesses have started to open up, the COVID19 virus is not expected
to go away. We will be SAFEST AT HOME until a vaccine is developed. The best way
to avoid illness is to avoid being exposed to the virus. With increases in social interactions, there will likely be increased transmissions and rising numbers of cases. And, not
everyone out in public is following good health precautions which further exposes us to infection.
Most of us must acknowledge that WE ARE IN THE VULNERABLE DEMOGRAPHIC simply
because we are 65 or older, and with that comes decreased immunity protection. Additionally, many
of us live with chronic underlying conditions like liver disease, severe kidney disease requiring dialysis, diabetes, high blood pressure, immunological conditions, HIV, heart disease, lung diseases
like COPD and asthma, and other conditions which further heighten our risk. The CDC recommendations for Seniors remain the same: staying home when possible, no unessential travel, washing
hands thoroughly and often, staying out of groups, keeping space between yourself and others (6
feet or two armlengths) and wearing cloth facemasks (which is not to be considered a substitute for
social distancing.) Check out www.cdc.gov. Our risk for disease complications and death remain high.
The TV news can be confusing, but in every phased opening plan, Seniors were not to enter society
until the very last opportunity. As restaurants begin to open, the Pima County Health Department
recommends that vulnerable individuals including people over 65, and those who are medically
compromised, continue to stay away from these venues, and that physical distancing continue everywhere in order to prevent new infections.
So, let’s respect our age, health risks and limitations and proceed with an abundance of caution. We
do not want to contract the virus or be the one to share it with our families, friends, and community.
Let’s ask ourselves honestly, “Is this outing essential?” “Can a safer delivery option be arranged?”
“Is it just for fun or due to impatience or boredom?” “Is a phone call or video interaction the safest
way for us to visit or meet?” “Should I really be the one to volunteer?” Then we can adjust our
plans safely.
Moreover, let’s continue to make any essential visits brief and to the point. New data shows
that extended time spent in confined or crowded public places (even when wearing a facemask) increases the chances of infection exponentially.
When we do go out let’s:
• Maintain social distance 6 feet or more from others, even when just passing by or during
exercise.
• Always wear a facemask to protect others and ourselves.
• Make our visits purposeful and brief.
• Bring hand sanitizer or wipes and clean before and behind ourselves.
• Clean surfaces thoroughly after unpacking purchases and handwash again.
• Launder cloth facemasks after every use.
May you be of good health in mind, body, and spirit.
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GATHERING

Community Circle Players

Community Circle Players (CCP) has begun
planning for our fall production - An Evening
Christian Community Ministry Team
of ONE Acts. Eight fabulous, very different
ONE Act plays have been selected. They are serious, funny, insightful, warm, thought
provoking and promise to provide a wonderful theatrical experience for all involved.
Five different directors will work together, yet apart on their own show (s) and the entire evening will be produced by Shawne Cryderman. Auditions have been scheduled for Monday
and Tuesday, Sept. 14 and 15, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. in Ballroom West at the Mountain View
Clubhouse in SaddleBrooke.
Mark your calendars and save the date as the dress rehearsal for Mountain Shadows’ congregants, friends and other invited guests will be Thursday, Nov. 12, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. Please plan to
join us for an entertaining and “good fun” afternoon. The money collected will be donated to
Mountain Shadows and the theatre troupe gets to perform in front of a live audience.
Remember, it’s a win-win-win event!

Membership

Online
Photo Directory Help

There are times when one forgets how to do things on a computer, and Mountain Shadows’ Online
Photo Directory is not immune to such experiences. There are a number of ways to get help on the
use of the Online Photo Directory.
To get help on how to use the site you may call Mountain Shadows’ Directory Administrator, Carlton Wiens at (520) 247-6016 or email Carlton at cwiens2@mac.com. You may also get help from
CTRN (Come Together Right Now), the publisher of the software, by calling (855)759-5161. The
CTRN help desk is open from 6 AM to 5 PM, week days, Central Standard Time. CTRN also has
training videos at https://support.onlinechurchdirectory.com you may watch.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Worry is the opposite of Faith…..

Matthew, the youngest of my 9 grandchildren, is my next-door neighbor. He is four and half years
old – he will provide that data! We have been “social distancing” since the middle of March. Everyday between the hours of 10 am and noon, my doorbell rings and there is Matthew bearing a gift, of
sorts, in exchange for gummy worms! His gifts range from a glitter filled paper heart to his handwritten hieroglyphic story about “social distancing.”
One morning, he handed me a jagged stone with the words Worry is the opposite of Faith. I am sure he borrowed it from his mom’s stockpile of keepsakes. I
read the words and thought how this gift so innocent reminded me that yes,
Worry IS the opposite of Faith! Faith is trust in God, who takes care of every
one of us, unconditionally! Worry can destroy our faith.
Someday in the future, I will bring out the box filled with Matthew’s gifts and remember his childhood wisdom during a time of fear and isolation. Faith will prevail.
Continued
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WORSHIP & MUSIC - cont’d

Join the Saturday Morning Zoom Hymn Sing! Every Saturday from 11 am - 12 pm we enjoy an
hour of singing hymns! All are invited! Just let me know and I will include you on the Zoom Invite!
Call, text or send me an email if you would like more information on helping with our Music Ministry – 520-982-2437 bcdame@comcast.net

Adult Faith
By P. Lynn Miller
Suggestions for Leaders by Dee Koza
Welcome to the 2020–2021 Presbyterian Women/Horizons Bible study, Into the Light: Finding
Hope through Prayers of Lament. In this nine-lesson study, Lynn Miller revives lament as a proper
theological response to the difficult situations of our world. One of the foundational points of the
study is that, in scripture, lament usually leads to hope. After crying out to God, the one who laments remembers God. And while that doesn’t fix things in the moment—the injustice, the loss still
exists—the lamenter is strengthened to face the world and to hope. And for us as Christians, hope is
not just an emotional response or an attitude of pie in the sky. Hope implies movement: both God’s
inherent movement toward justice and our movement toward God. Recovering lament may be one
of the church’s most timely gifts to the world.

TENDING
SESSION of MSPC

Session Happenings

The latest meeting of Session took place via video conference on Wednesday, May 20, 2020. Below
I have listed a summary of decisions made at that meeting. The Session does not regularly meet in
the months of June and July, so the next scheduled meeting will be August 26, 2020.
Due to the continuing COVID-19 pandemic and after much prayerful discussion and consideration,
the Session decided that the Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church facilities will continue to be
closed to all group activities through at least August 30, 2020. The Session will continue to use all
available communications means to inform and update the congregation of its decisions. The congregation will be informed if the church must be closed beyond August 30, following the data-based
public health guidelines and those provided by Presbytery de Cristo.
At present, it is certain that at least through August 30, 2020, only individuals performing tasks that
must be carried out on church premises are to be present on the property and must continue to observe the following safety protocols while at the church.
• Individuals must wear a face mask and maintain a social distance (minimum of six feet) from
others occupying the same room on the MSPC property. Furthermore, cleaning supplies including disinfectants available in the church office and elsewhere on campus, are to be used on all
contacted surfaces (desks, tables, keyboards, copy machine, doorknobs, etc.) before leaving any
Continued
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MSPC building. This requirement will continue until
the Session determines that it is no longer necessary.
It was also noted that a personal hand sanitizer and face masks should be carried by each person
and that arrangements may be made for the church to provide these supplies to those who require
them.
• The Session approved Pastor Rachel Srubas’s requested vacation leave from Monday, July 27
through Sunday, August 9 (10 vacation days). The Session also approved Pastor Rachel’s requested study leave from Thursday, August 13 through Thursday, August 20 (6 working days).
Rachel will participate online in a continuing education program called “Going Deeper: Clergy
Spiritual Life and Leadership.” During Rachel’s absence, Mountain Shadows’ Parish Associate,
Rev. Denise Edwards, will lead Sunday morning worship services via video on August 2 nd, 9th
and 16th.

Session - Cont’d

FINANCE
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent month, year-to-date
results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year-to-date results. If you have questions contact
Linda Zoellner at (936) 689-8777 or Jeff States at 520-268-8956.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
April
2020

------------2020
--------April
Year-to-Date Year-to-Date
Actual
Actual
Budget

2019
Year-to-Date
Actual

Regular Offerings

$

23,447 $

119,336 $

111,390

$

106,746

Other Income
Total Income

$

(3)
23,444 $

1,483
120,819 $

1,468
112,858

$

1,950
108,696

Total Expense

$

18,265 $

95,702 $

105,093

$

96,110

Income less Expense

$

5,179 $

25,116 $

7,765

$

12,586

GIVING

Moving Forward
Faithfully Together

God is working through our congregation while we are together in prayer!
Pledge Update: Hallelujah! We now have 60 pledges for over $257,000! We are showing our
faith in God’s future for our congregation with our pledges. Also, we have already received Building Faithfully offerings of over $62,000 toward these pledges! Our campaign period is April 1, 2020
through March 31, 2023. If you haven’t already, please mail your Building Faithfully offerings to
church: Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, 3201 East Mountainaire Drive, Tucson, AZ
85739. Someone is at church at least three times each week to bring in the mail.
Cont’d
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Giving - Cont’d’

Project Update: Amen! Although we cannot gather together in person, planning is moving forward remotely. We can be confident Christ will be with us as we continue Moving Forward with
our building project! The Sanctuary Design Team has been hard at work on the details for the sanctuary renovation. We plan to engage an architect later this summer and begin design work on the
new building in September. We will update you through the Oracle as the project progresses. Please
pray for members of these design teams working on the building plans. If you have questions, contact Dan Linegar, Pamela Schultz or David Raffety.
Galatians 6:10 “So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all.” Our
updated and expanding facilities will allow us to deliver material, physical, emotional, and spiritual
assistance to our congregation and our community.

PERSONNEL
Communicate with the Personnel Ministry Team
Do you have a question or issue that should be brought to the attention of the MSPC
Personnel Team? Do you wonder how or to whom this should be addressed? An
easy way to deliver your concern or idea is to email one of the Personnel Team
members. In that email briefly describe the content. Give your name and contact information (email
address, phone). If needed, the recipient can contact you for further clarification then report back to
the team members for discussion. An answer will then be returned to the correspondent. Your ideas
and questions are important! Know that the Personnel Ministry Team invites your participation. You
will find PMT contact information in the MSPC Church Directory for:
Dorothy Grimm, PMT Moderator
Gary Mahler
Brian Parker
Nicky Bantock
Mary Ann Butler

Note from the Personnel Ministry Team:
Session has approved Pastor Rachel’s request for the following Vacation and Study Leave
days. Please refer to April edition of The Oracle Newsletter for more in-depth information about
pastoral Study Leaves.
Vacation: July 27 – August 9 (10 vacation days).
Study Leave: August 13-20 (6 work days).
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The Communications Ministry Team is working to enhance our church website during
these challenging times. E-mail and ZOOM
Communications
meetings are supporting these discussion
sessions. The team is planning on making a ”visit to Mountain Shadows’ website a
more meaningful experience”.

VENTURING

Currently our website Home Page is updated with a link to the Sunday Worship Service that is created and presented by Pastor Rachel (and contributors and production team experts).
Having these worship services posted on YouTube is a fantastic way of sharing God’s messages
and keeping our congregation in touch.
We are looking at linking the current News and Upcoming Events to specific Ministries so visitors
to the website may view planned, current and recent activities associated with our numerous ministry teams in a more cohesive manner.
The current website provides access to the Church Directory, Calendar, all recent video worship
services and more. Don’t hesitate to visit the website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org should
you need more information about what is happening at Mountain Shadows.

MISSION AND OUTREACH
SUPPORTING OUR MISSION PARTNERS
Our Mission work cannot be “hands-on” during this time of COVID19 – but we can all
continue to support, connect, and care! Thank you for you for your prayers and letters
for all our partners. Thank you for purchasing Just Coffee online for home delivery!
Thank you for the $$ checks sent to MSPC that match the material goods you would have donated –
our three food banks are so grateful! Thanks for participating in Virtual visits with the YAV’s and
Café Justo’s Thursday’s Coffee and Conversation. www.justcoffee.org Finally, many thanks for
supporting the Mwenge family and the MAIL blitz of cards that celebrated Amuri’s High School
Graduation in May!

On May 3, 2020, Patricia "Pat" Coultas, a charter member of Mountain Shadows
Presbyterian Church, died peacefully at her Oro Valley home. Pat's family will hold
a memorial gathering on a date to be announced. We give thanks to God for Pat's
life, friendship, and deep faithfulness. May her family be comforted by the promise
of Christ's resurrection.
Continued
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On May 20, 2020, Anthony "Tony" DiGiorgio, loving husband of Mountain Shadows Church member Gale DiGiorgio, died after a brief illness. Tony was a beloved
husband and father who served for 24 years as the President of Winthrop University.
We surround Gale and her family with our prayers and condolences. A private memorial ceremony will be held according to the late Dr. DiGiorgio's wishes.

THANK YOUs, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS
To Our Mountain Shadows Family: Thank you to everyone for your caring
thoughts, support, and prayers throughout Karen’s recent diagnoses and treatment
for colon cancer. The many cards and email good wishes brought courage and hope.
Her surgery successfully removed the cancerous tumor and the cancer has not metastasized. The best of outcomes. We thank God for everything.
Karen and Jeff States

July ORACLE Newsletter
Traditionally the Oracle is not published in July. However, in the spirit of keeping connected
during this unusual time of social distancing, there will be a July edition of the Oracle. If you
would like to submit an article for the July edition, please submit it to Mountain Shadows
Church Office Manager Judy Leonard (mspcoffice@gmail.com) by Monday, June 15th.
Thank you.
ONLINE SERMONS, etc.
Visit our website at: www.mountainshadowschurch.org.
Click on the Resource tab and find the heading “Sermons” or “Sunday Bulletins.” It is
as easy as that! What a great way to stay connected to Mountain Shadows Church, even if you are unable to attend Sunday worship.
Pastoral Care and Deacons' Care

Nothing in life or in death--not even the COVID-19 pandemic--can separate us from the love of God in Christ.
Even though we must maintain social distances for now, and therefore cannot meet with you face-to-face, your
Pastors and Deacons are available to pray with you over the phone. Call Pastor Rachel Srubas at 520-664-6970.
Call Parish Associate Denise Edwards at 614-406-8901. Contact your Deacon at the listing in our church directory. We're here for you!

Home Communion—By Telephone

We give thanks to God for the faithful ministry of our Home Communion teams, who have been connecting
and sharing the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper via phone call with congregants who are homebound.

Our Church Office and Staff: Ministry and Church Administration Continue

The church office is closed to protect public health. But Pastor Rachel Srubas, Director of Music Charmaine
Piane Dame, and Office Manager Judy Leonard continue working and serving our congregation. Voice messages left at 520-825-7858 are received and answered frequently. Emails sent to mspcoffice@gmail.com and
rachelsrubas@gmail.com and bcdame@comcast.net are likewise received and answered swiftly. Physical mail
sent to the church is regularly received. Thank you for the ways you encourage our church's staff.
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church’s Worship Videos on YouTube.
Thanks to the video production skill of Mountain Shadows’ member Ken McAllister, our congregation is able
to gather virtually for Sunday worship via the Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church YouTube channel.
Subscribe to our channel! Since Sunday, April 5, our worship videos have been viewed over 600 times.
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