December 2020
Resilience and Renewal in Advent and Beyond
In November, I attended an online program called Resilience and Renewal. It was
provided for pastors by leaders of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA). Their
motto and mission are: Out of Chaos, Hope.
Funded by the One Great Hour of Sharing offering (to which Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church
congregants like you have a long history of giving generously), Presbyterian Disaster Assistance enables congregations and mission partners of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) to witness to the healing
love of Christ through caring for communities adversely affected by crisis and catastrophic events.
Covid 19 is the crisis adversely affecting us all. The Resilience and Renewal program was designed to
help pastors bounce back from the difficulties of serving the church during the present pandemic. All of
the pastors who attended, myself included, miss practicing ministry in-person. We all feel drained and
discouraged at times and limited in our ability to convey the Good News to people suffering from too
much bad news.
But out of chaos comes hope. That is the Good News. It’s been true ever since God’s Spirit breathed
over the face of the deep to call forth life and light. It’s been true since Jesus came to save the entire,
weary world.
In our daily lives, salvation is made known to us in moments of resilience and renewal that bring us
back from fatigue and despair. My life has taught me this many times, and I know that your own life—
the healing you’ve experienced, the grief recovery, the surge of creativity, the gift of rest followed by a
brand new morning—has taught you this, as well. And yet, we forget. We need to be reminded, refreshed, and redeemed again and again. That’s what Advent is for. Advent and Christmas remind us
that when Christ came to a world in chaos, hope emerged.
To keep hope alive and remain resilient through crises and catastrophic events, we all need the following four essentials, which I learned about from the faithful people of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance:
1. To tell our stories
2. To share life-giving relationships
3. To sustain a spiritual practice
4. To maintain healthy self-care
There are four Sundays in Advent. On each of them, Mountain Shadows’ Sunday worship via Zoom
will highlight one or more of these four essentials of resilience and renewal. I hope you’ll be there!
In addition to Advent worship services at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings, we will celebrate
Jesus’ birth with a Christmas Eve worship service via Zoom on Thursday, December 24 at 5:00
p.m. Please watch for the Zoom links and plan to participate in all of Mountain Shadows’ live,
online worship gatherings throughout Advent and Christmas.
May your resilience be deepened and your hope be renewed in Christ.
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CARING
DEACONS’ CORNER
Freja Cranston
Co-Moderator

Alida Wilkes
Co-Moderator

Brian Parker

Lynn Parker

Chuck Sherman

Judy Meister
Judy Hans

Beverly Johnston
Connie Wortman

As an acknowledgement of the difficult challenges and personal losses experienced by our congregation this year, the Deacons would like to offer this prayer for comfort.

Psalm 23
King James Version

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
he leadeth me beside the still waters.
3
He restoreth my soul:
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
4
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
5
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
2

Wishing you all a safe and blessed holiday season.

HEALTH MINISTRY

Walking in the Light

Isaiah 9:2 (NIV) The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the
land of deep darkness a light has dawned.
As we enter the ninth month of the COVID pandemic, many Americans are struggling to deal
with COVID fatigue, depression and grief and/or loss. So many have lost loved ones to this virus,
whether friends or family. Isolation from others, especially our loved ones, has led to a spike in
the number of Americans dealing with depression, grief, sadness, loss and addiction. Even when
it is not due to COVID, loss and grief occurs from isolation from friends and family. For some,
this will be a blue Christmas.
Yet, we as Christians have HOPE. Advent season is coming and with it the reminder of the light
which came to a world of darkness with the birth of our savior, Jesus. It will be challenging to
celebrate this season away from our families. Fortunately, in Arizona we have warmer and sunnier weather which is conducive to outside gatherings and/or open windows for ventilation. Guidelines recommend gatherings outside when possible. No more than 10 people and ideally no one
outside of your household. Individual plates served to guests by the hostess are recommended.
Continued
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Health Ministry (cont’d)

Even if coasts apart, many families are planning ZOOM time to celebrate together. Perhaps, plan
special time and food to share together. Open gifts together. Light the Advent candles together each
week.
Reach out for help if you are feeling depressed, sad or lonely. Your Health Ministry Team, deacons, and pastors are here for you. Community resources have been boosted and some folks are doing counseling appointments via computer.
In times of darkness, we can turn inward to deepen our walk in the light of God’s love and redemption. Perhaps you have an Advent devotional you find comforting. While winter with its reduced
hours of sunlight and COVID with its physical distancing requirements lend darkness to our lives,
the light of God shines bright within each of us. Be the light this weary world needs.
May you and yours be especially blessed with the light of love this Christmas season. Merry Christmas to you and yours!

GATHERING
Christian Community Ministry Team
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WORSHIP & MUSIC
The world says, “All is lost.”
God says, “All is loved.”
The darkness says, “The light is dying.”
The light says, “The fire is catching.”
Fear says, “Cover your eyes and your ears.”
Hope says, “Wait, watch, and listen.”
I found this prayer in the Advent section of my Call to Worship Lectionary Aid. The prayer speaks
to my own inner conflicting feelings. This year at times, I have felt all is lost, yet God loves without end. The light may be dying but fire is always catching. Fear may cause me to cover my face
and turn away, but I know I must wait, watch, and listen! Advent 2020 I will wait, watch, and listen, for God is speaking.
Our virtual choir, instrumentalists, and hand bell ensembles are preparing music for Advent and
Christmas tide. The music will be played during Sunday worship and on the Mountain Shadows
website. Check out the “Music” section on the web and thank you, Tony, for posting all our arrangements!
******************************************************
Saturday Hymn Sing Update: No Hymn Sing for the month of December! Watch for info in
January 2021!
Looking for Singers Out There! Please join the choir and help prepare an anthem for one of our
recorded Sunday Worship Services! I will email you the music and practice recordings.
Call, text or send me an email if you would like more information about joining the Zoom Hymn
Sing or helping with our Virtual Music Ministry January 2021.
520-982-2437 bcdame@comcast.net

SHEPHERDING
Membership Ministry Becomes the Shepherding Ministry Team
Hi, this is Karen Thomas, the newly appointed moderator of the Shepherding Ministry Team. I
am replacing Cassi Fraley, who has faithfully led this Ministry team for many many years. I want
to add my thanks to Cassi for her leadership and also her help getting me started.
You might be wondering .... Why have we renamed the Membership Ministry?
We want to focus our efforts on helping Visitors make connections in the church. Perhaps the result of these connections will be in formal membership, but perhaps not. And that is OK. All are
welcome to find their best way to Love and Serve God at Mountain Shadows.
You might be wondering .... What is this team going to do since we don’t have new people coming
through our doors right now? Well, we do have new people participating in some of our Zoom
events. We can reach out to those “virtual” visitors and make sure they are connected. In addition,
as a way for me to get oriented, I will be reaching out to our newer members and visitors to learn
about their experience to engage with us. Their input will help the team when we gear up as the
doors reopen.
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You might be wondering .... What can I do to
help the Shepherding Team get going? Right
now, if you are aware of a newcomer joining our Zoom events, ask them if it would be OK to give
me their contact information. Also, if you are relatively new, please generously share your experience with me when I call.
There will be many more ways to be part of the Shepherding Ministry down the road. But for now,
these actions will help us start our new phase in this Ministry.
In service,

SHEPERDING - cont’d

LEARNING
ADULT FAITH

“Finding Jesus in History”
Mondays, Nov. 30, Dec 7 and 14
2:00 to 3:30 p.m.

A three-part study of the “Quest for the Historical Jesus” in the last 3 centuries, culminating in the a study of the so-called “New Quest”, considering especially works by
those such as James Robinson, John Dominic Crossan, and N.T. Wright. What can we
know about ‘the real Jesus of History,” and why is there such debate? Join us on Mondays, Nov. 30, Dec 7 and 14 at 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. This is a Zoom class. To be added to the class
roster, contact Rod Hutton at rodhutton48@gmail.com

Women’s Bible Study
1st & 2nd Thursdays of the Month at 2:00 pm
Into the Light
Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament
The Horizons Women’s Bible Study this year explores lament in a number of different contexts.
Through the lessons on Lament, we learn to move from suffering to faith. And in our faith there is
hope. We meet via ZOOM every 1st and 2nd Thursday, of the month from 2-3:30pm. However, there will only be one meeting in December. All women, regardless of Bible study experience,
are encouraged to join us as we learn and grow together! For more information and to get the
Zoom link and workbook, contact Linda Linegar (linda.linegar@gmail.com or 520-437-0990.)

TENDING

Session Happenings

SESSION of MSPC
The most recent meeting of the Session took place via Zoom video conference on Wednesday, November 18, 2020. Below is a summary of discussions held & decisions made at that meeting.
• The Session approved Brian Parker as the incoming Communications Ministry Team Moderator,
to succeed outgoing Moderator Tony Zoellner who gave life and commitment to the newly established ministry team.
• The Session approved a church operating budget for the 2021 calendar year. The budget will be
presented in the 2020 Annual Report to the congregation and at the Annual Congregational Meeting scheduled for January 31, 2021.
Continued
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SESSION of MSPC - cont’d

• The Session approved 2021 Employment Agreements for our two non-clergy staff members, the
Director of Music and the Office Manager. The Session also approved the pastoral Terms of Call
for 2021 to be presented for approval at the Annual Congregational Meeting scheduled for January, 2021.
• The Session approved Ruling Elders Mary Ann Butler, Cassi Fraley, and Sam Leeper to serve as
the PMT Nominating Committee, a Session Sub-committee, for this year.
• Due to the continuing COVID-19 pandemic, the Session decided that the Mountain Shadows
Presbyterian Church facilities will continue to be closed to all in-person and group activities
through at least January 31, 2021. The Session will reevaluate the situation at least monthly following the data-based public health guidelines and those provided by Presbytery de Cristo. The
congregation will be kept aware of any change to this decision.
• Continuing requirements: Individuals must wear a face mask and maintain a social distance
(minimum of six feet) from others occupying the same room on the MSPC property. Furthermore, cleaning supplies including disinfectants available in the church office and elsewhere on
campus, are to be used on all contacted surfaces (desks, tables, keyboards, copy machine, doorknobs, etc.) before leaving any MSPC building. This requirement will continue until the Session
determines that it is no longer necessary.

PRESBYTERY DE CRISTO NEWS
On Saturday, October 17th, the Presbytery de Cristo met on Zoom with
an important decision for our presbytery. After several years of sharing
presbytery staff and having joint meetings with the Presbytery of the Grand Canyon, it was time to
think about how the future would look going forward.
Several months ago, three study groups were formed to provide unbiased positions for the following three plans:
• Plan A: Have Presbytery de Cristo and Presbytery of the Grand Canyon operate independently.
• Plan B: Continue with Presbytery de Cristo and Presbytery of the Grand Canyon sharing staff
and meetings.
• Plan C: Merge Presbytery de Cristo and Presbytery of the Grand Canyon together to become a
new single presbytery.
In advance of the October 17th meeting, these options were presented by video through town hall
meetings. The presenters were great about not leaning for or against an option.
On October 17th, Presbytery de Cristo voted for the continued sharing of staff and meetings between the two presbyteries. Grand Canyon Presbytery will vote at the beginning of November for
their preferred future.
Next will be a comparison of the futures envisioned. If we don’t agree I assume there will be a
need for further discussion. If we do, we’ll be happy. Until then, stay tuned!
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Nominating Committee Report
The 2020 Nominating Committee has completed the slate of members who have indicated their willingness to be nominated for the positions as Elders, Deacons, or as the lay members of the 2021
Nominating Committee. These names will be placed before the congregation for vote at the Annual
Meeting on Sunday January 31, 2021. We will be voting on 3 ruling Elders, 2 Deacons, and 3 Nominees for the 2022 Nominating Committee.
The Nominees for 3 Ruling Elders are:
• Cassi Fraley (current elder who has agreed to extend for another term as Co-clerk of
Session and as a representative to Presbytery)
• JJ Johnston
• Joy Lewis.
The Nominees for 2 Deacon Positions are:
• Theresa Ashton
• Elizabeth Posey
The Nominees for lay leaders to the 2021Nominating Committee are:
• Janet Rives
• Shawne Cryderman
• Sherwin Koopmans
All of these nominees have been in some form of church leadership in their previous churches and/or
as leaders or volunteers on different ministry teams here at MSPC. We believe we have a very good
Spirit lead slate for church leadership that will contribute to the fulfillment of our Centered in ChristCaring for Community Mission.
Your 2020 Nominating Committee

SAVE THE DATE!
Annual Congregational Meeting via Zoom
Sunday, January 31, 2021, following worship
Stay Tuned for Meeting Details
Below is a financial summary of the Operating
FINANCE
Budget showing the most recent month, year-to-date
results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year-to-date results. Please contact Linda Zoellner at
(936) 689-8777 or Jeff States at 520-268-8956 if you have any questions.
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FINANCE - Cont’d

AN UPDATE FROM THE FINANCE TEAM

As we near the end of the year, we give thanks to all of Mountain Shadows’ members and friends
for continuing your good and consistent financial giving. This allows us to stay current with our
financial obligations. Thanks be to God!
Please note however that Regular Offerings (pledged and general giving) are behind the year-todate budget. We will finish the year with a balanced budget with the completion of your regular
pledged and unpledged giving.
Regular and extra gifts to support the budget can be made by writing a check payable to Mountain
Shadows with a memo indicating it is a Regular Offering and mailing it to the church office at:
3201 E. Mountainaire Dr.
Tucson, AZ 85739
Or use the Online Giving Button on the church website and make an offering to the General Offering account. All offerings need to be received by December 26 to be credited for 2020.

GIVING

Moving Forward
Faithfully Together

Offerings Update: Through October, we have received Building Faithfully offerings of over
$86,000! Please continue to mail your Building Faithfully offerings to church: Mountain Shadows
Presbyterian Church, 3201 East Mountainaire Drive, Tucson, AZ 85739-9378. Someone is at church
at least twice each week to bring in the mail. To God be the Glory!
Project Update: The New Building and Kitchen Design Teams continue to work on the design of
the new building even while our church campus is closed. While meetings by Zoom can be tedious
at times, the work is Moving Forward.
As reported last month, Session approved including a full kitchen in the design. A full kitchen will
enable us to prepare food for church events and to support outreach events to our surrounding community. While this direction for the kitchen adds cost to the project, all involved see a full kitchen as
an additional resource to live out our mission. We have worked the design of the full kitchen into
the building design and are making additional tweaks.
As we move forward with the design we are looking at additional requirements for parking and bathrooms. As you can imagine with a building project, there are some surprises along the way. We are
working through these with each round of the design.
Please pray for the members of the design teams working on the building plans. If you have questions, contact Dan Linegar, Pamela Schultz or David Raffety.
Exalt His Sacrifice: “Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interest of others.”
Philippians 2:4 We celebrate Christ by putting others first. When we serve, build, and grow in the
name of Christ, we have more impact than we can ever know.
“Please think about your legacy because you are writing it every day.” —Gary Vaynerchuk
… a thought from the Legacy Ministry
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Giving - Cont’d’

Christmas Joy Offering 2020 – An Invitation

The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the
1930s. The Offering reflects that God is with us, through the generous gifts that
support church leaders among us, retired, present and future, who have pointed
us to God. The Joy Offering gifts are distributed equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and to Presbyterian-related schools and colleges
equipping communities of color.
The Assistance Program provides critical financial support to current and retired
church workers and their families in need. By supporting the Assistance Program, we are honoring the faithfulness of these church workers.
Through the ministry of Presbyterian-related schools and colleges, God is calling new leaders for
our Church and the world. Our Joy Offering gifts to these schools helps these students discover a
brighter future and enhanced opportunities to use their talents and skills to serve God, the Church
and the world for years to come.
This has been a Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140 years.
Please join your fellow Mountain Shadows congregants in giving to the Christmas Joy Offering.
Our generous actions bear witness to our faithful response to God’s charge to love one another as
Christ commanded.
You can make your offering by sending a check with “Christmas Joy” in the memo line to: Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, 3201 East Mountainaire Drive, Tucson, AZ 85739-9378. Or,
go the church’s website and click on the red “GIVE” button and select the Christmas Joy Offering.

VENTURING
MISSION AND OUTREACH
Thank you for the many ways you have creatively and adaptively continued to support God’s people through MOUNTAIN SHADOWS MISSION
and OUTREACH in 2020. Our mission partners and their liaisons are so
grateful! Christmas Blessings from your MSPC Mission Team: Dennis Nelson, Elizabeth Houle, Eleanor Geiger, Nan Nasser, Karen Koopmans, Irene
Camp, Julie Balogh, Jeff States, Elder, and Jayne Raffety, Mission Moderator.
MISSION NEWS
• Adopt A Family 2020 – Your checks, with AAF in the memo, will be received until December
12th. Nan Nasser will convert the funds into Walmart gift cards for the Tri-Community Food
Bank family Christmas program.
• Did you know that Refugee Immigrants must take a financial loan to pay for their travel costs
to the U.S.? Your generous financial gifts to the Refugee Family Fund has provided travel loan
payments for the Mwenge family, as well as monthly rent assistance in 2020 and continuing into
2021.

Page 9

MISSION & OUTREACH - Cont’d

MISSION NEWS

• Just Coffee, supports Mexican growers, roasters, and distributors. It is the perfect gift to ship
directly to family and friends for Christmas! www.justcoffee.org
• In lieu of material donations in 2020, Mountain Shadows provided over $5,000 to Food Banks.
Thank you for your awesome generosity.
• Check out www.presbyteriangifts.org, to choose alternative gifts – chickens cows, fishing nets,
farming tools, health kits, etc from our own denomination’s Giving Catalog – Small gifts. Big
Impact.

Please surround our church member and Deacon, Freja Cranston, in prayer. We
have learned that her husband David Broadfoot died into life everlasting on
November 23, 2020.
Condolences for Freja may be sent to her address listed in the church directory.

THANK YOUs, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS
January ORACLE Newsletter
If you would like to submit an article for the January edition of the Oracle,
please submit it to Mountain Shadows Church’s Office Manager, Judy
Leonard (mspcoffice@gmail.com) by Monday, December 14th. Please note
the slightly early due date. Thank you for your cooperation and help.
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church’s Worship Videos on Zoom and YouTube.
Every Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom, our congregation gathers for live, online worship.
What a difference it makes to see one another’s faces! The services are videorecorded and later
posted on the Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church YouTube channel. You can access those at
mountainshadowschurch.org, where you can also listen to recordings of our choir and musicians!
Pastoral Care and Deacons' Care
Nothing in life or in death--not even the COVID-19 pandemic--can separate us from the love of
God in Christ. Even though we must maintain social distances for now, and therefore cannot meet
with you face-to-face, your Pastors and Deacons are available to pray with you over the phone. Call
Pastor Rachel Srubas at 520-664-6970. Call Parish Associate Denise Edwards at 614-406-8901.
Contact your Deacon at the listing in our church directory. We're here for you!
Home Communion—By Telephone
We give thanks to God for the faithful ministry of our Home Communion teams, who have been
connecting and sharing the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper via phone call with congregants who are
homebound.
Our Church Office and Staff: Ministry and Church Administration Continue
The church office is closed to protect public health. Pastor Rachel Srubas, Director of Music Charmaine Piane Dame, and Office Manager Judy Leonard continue working and serving our congregation. Voice messages left at 520-825-7858 are received and answered frequently. Emails sent to
mspcoffice@gmail.com and rachelsrubas@gmail.com and bcdame@comcast.net are likewise received and answered swiftly. Physical mail sent to the church is regularly received. Thank you for
the ways you encourage our church's staff.
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2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

Pastor Rachel Srubas will be
on Study Leave December 1-3
& 6. Office Manager Judy 1:00 Zoom—
Leonard will be on vacation Choir Practice
from December 24- 31. Pastor Rachel and Director of
Music
Charmaine
Piane
Dame will be on vacation
December 27-31.

6

10:00 Zoom—
Live Worship &
Communion with
Rev. Denise
Edwards
7:00 Zoom—Sifa
& Family Meetup

13
10:00 Zoom—
Live Worship

7:00 Zoom—
Sifa & Family
Meetup

20

7
2:00—Zoom
Adult Faith
Class—
Rod Hutton
(Finding Jesus
in History)

14
2:00—Zoom
Adult Faith
Class—
Rod Hutton
(Finding Jesus
in History)

21

15
1:00 Zoom—
Choir Practice

28

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

10:00 Zoom—
Class
Gentle Tai Chi..

1:00 Zoom
Bldg Direc.
Team

1:30—
Women’s
Bible Study

9
1:00 Finance
2:00
Stewardship

16

2:00 –Zoom
New Bldg Design

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

10:00 Zoom
Class
Gentle Tai Chi..

1:00 Zoom—
Session Mtg
4:00 ZoomHoly Happy
Hour

22

23

5:00 Zoom—
Live Christmas
Eve Worship

1:00 Zoom—
Choir Practice

7:00 Zoom—
Sifa & Family
Meetup

27

1:00 Zoom—
Choir Practice

Oracle Articles
Due

10:00 Zoom—
Live Worship

10:00 Zoom—
Live Worship
with Rev.
Denise Edwards

8

Thu

29

30

31

7:00 Zoom—
Sifa & Family
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