January 2021
An Open Letter from the Pastor
and Session of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church
Grace and peace to you in the name of Christ. On the morning of this writing, we
woke up to breaking news:
The first coronavirus vaccine was given in the US, opening a new, hopeful chapter in the battle against the pandemic that has ravaged the country.
We believe God is the opener of this hopeful new chapter. We also realize it will take time
for the battle against the pandemic to be won.
You, the people of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, persevered faithfully through
the 2020 curtailment of our congregation’s in-person ministries. Now, as your church leaders, we
ask more faithful perseverance of you. And we promise you our continued prayerful leadership for
the good of all people.
Until public health advisors make it abundantly clear that it is safe for our congregation to
assemble in our church buildings, the Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church congregation will
continue to worship and conduct all ministries virtually. For the sake of saving lives and serving
God, we are extending the church facility closure through at least April 30, 2021.
Every month, the Session will do as we did throughout 2020: review public health guidelines
from the Centers for Disease Control, Pima County Health Department, and epidemiologists at the
University of Arizona. We will determine whether or not circumstances have improved sufficiently
to warrant changes to these closure and curtailment decisions.
Leaders of Presbytery de Cristo have publicly affirmed Mountain Shadows’ Session for our
decisions during the pandemic. In 2020, our written policy statements helped congregations of
Presbytery de Cristo and Presbytery of the Grand Canyon make their own careful decisions for the
good of God’s people.
We miss seeing you in person. We miss the sound of our congregation singing and the feeling of being physically together as a congregation centered in Christ, caring for community. We
know it’s been a trying time for all churchgoers. Yet we recognize the life-giving Spirit of God at
work whenever we see each other via Zoom, hear the miracle of virtual choirs, and proclaim the
good news that God is with us.
Keep the faith. Count on the Session to keep you in our prayers and keep you informed of all
decisions we make for the health of Mountain Shadows’ people and the flourishing of our church’s
ministries.

Yours in the Hope of Christ,

Pastor Rachel Srubas
Ruling Elders Skip Brauns, Mary Ann Butler, Cassi Fraley, Therese Griffin,
Dorothy Grimm, Rod Hutton, Sam Leeper, Pamela Schultz, and Jeff States
Page 1

CARING
DEACONS’ CORNER
Freja Cranston
Co-Moderator

Alida Wilkes
Co-Moderator

Brian Parker

Lynn Parker

Chuck Sherman

Judy Meister
Judy Hans

Beverly Johnston

Deacon of the Month –Beverly Johnston

GOODBYE AND GOOD RIDDANCE, 2020!

Connie Wortman

HELLO 2021! We welcome you with open arms and all your promise for a better tomorrow.
By the Grace of God:
• I believe in 2021 we will be physically able to worship together again.
• I believe in 2021 we will once again have friends over to play cards and share a meal together without having to go outside.
• I believe in 2021 we will be able to travel again here and abroad without having to quarantine once we get there.
• I believe in 2021 we will be able to hug again with a mask on our face and vaccine in
our body.
• I believe in 2021 all our musicians will be able to make beautiful music again and share
it with a live audience.
• I believe in 2021 we will realize that our Pastors and our Pets were always there to help
lift our spirits.
• I believe none of the above will happen unless we ALL get vaccinated. So please do
your part for yourself, for your family, for your church, for your friends, for the whole
world and get those shots! Such a simple thing really will make a huge impact.
“GRACE keeps us from worrying because worry deals with the PAST; while GRACE deals with
the PRESENT and FUTURE.” Joyce Meyer
Stay safe, stay healthy and get your shots!
God bless everyone!

HEALTH MINISTRY

“Food Waste — It’s Biblical: Leftovers”

Tuesday, January 12, 2021
2:00 PM —3:00 PM on Zoom
Hosted by: Dan Engeljohn, MSPC Member and Food Safety Expert
John 6:12, Jesus said to the disciples,
“…when they had all had enough to eat, gather the pieces that are left over.
Let nothing be wasted.”
This is the first in a series of Zoom learning sessions on food waste. In this hour-long session the
broad scope of food waste will be identified. This will set the stage for why this issue matters to
public health, the sustainability of the environment, and the ability to feed the world’s population.
Continued
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Health Ministry (cont’d)

To reduce the amount of waste going into the landfill or to your compost pile, this
session will focus on reducing food waste by creatively and safely using leftovers
from one meal into another meal. This session also will touch on “best if used by”
labeling, as well as food blemishes and other visual defects, in an effort to reduce
the amount of discarded wholesome food. Finally, the session will address safe and practical bulk
cooking and other food handling practices (e.g., vat of soup or large quantities of raw meat for frozen storage in smaller portions.)
Perhaps what is shared in this session will encourage participants to prepare a favorite dish from
times past, in which a larger group of family or friends benefited. Using the information from this
session, the dish may now be viewed as possible for enjoying throughout the year.
Although this session will be by Zoom, a PowerPoint presentation and other materials will be made
available for sharing or keeping for later reflection. In addition, plenty of time will be provided for
questions and sharing experiences.
To register and request the link for the class, contact Dan Engeljohn at dengeljohn@aol.com.

GATHERING
WORSHIP & MUSIC
Arise, my people! Let your light shine for all the nations to see!
For the glory of the Lord is streaming from you. Isaiah 60:1-6
The Isaiah verse for the Epiphany of the Lord summons me to a greater cause. Arise – get out of
yourself and greet each new day with the light of Christ for all to see. My goal for 2021 is to SEE
the light of Christ in others and to BE the light of Christ for others.
Witnessing the joining of the two planets before Christmas was a miracle in my opinion. Who knew
at this time in history the historic light would mean so much for all? Amid a world of gloom and
sickness, light shines through! I am reminded of that daily. The light of Christ does shine for all to
see! I just need to get up and look around!
Our virtual choir, instrumentalists, and hand bell ensembles will continue to prepare music for
Ordinary Time. Check out the “Music” section on the web and thank you, Tony, for posting all our
arrangements! (mountainshadowschurch.org)
******************************************************

Saturday Hymn Sing: Watch for more info!
Choir Rehearsals: Tuesdays 1:30 – 2:30 as needed.
Handbell Choir: More info to come, keep your bells handy! (pun intended)
Looking for Singers, Ringers and Players! Please join our ministry and help prepare music for one
of our live ZOOM Sunday Worship Services! I will email you the music and practice recordings.
Call, text or send me an email if you would like more information about joining our Virtual Music
Ministry! 520-982-2437 bcdame@comcast.net

Charmaine Piane Dame, Music Director
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LEARNING
ADULT FAITH
Learning Ministry Team Moderator Needed
We thank Rod Hutton for three years of leadership and teaching! Now, Mountain Shadows'
Learning Ministry Team seeks a new Moderator. Are YOU that person? Do you...
† Care about adult faith formation?
† Enjoy leading team decision-making?
† Want to work with fantastic teammates?
† Have online communication abilities?
† Want to strengthen Mountain Shadows?
If so, God may be calling you to serve as the Moderator of the Learning Ministry Team. Please contact Pastor Rachel at rachelsrubas@gmail.com to explore the possibilities. Church members,
friends, year-rounders, seasonal residents, women and men are equally encouraged to inquire.

Women’s Bible Study
1st & 2nd Thursdays of the Month at 2:00 pm
Into the Light
Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament
The Horizons Women’s Bible Study explores lament in a number of different contexts. Through the
lessons on Lament, we learn to move from suffering to faith. And in our faith there is hope. We
meet via ZOOM every 1st and 2nd Thursday, of the month from 2-3:30pm. All women, regardless of Bible study experience, are encouraged to join us as we learn and grow together! For
more information and to get the Zoom link and workbook, contact Linda Linegar
(linda.linegar@gmail.com or 437-0990.)
A VISION OF RACIAL RECONCILLIATION
Please mark your calendars for the celebration of Black History Month in February.
Mountain Shadows’ Learning Ministry Team will offer a three-session course
around the theme of Antiracism, as introduced in the book How to Be an Antiracist
by Ibram X. Kendi. Several members of Mountain Shadows will cohost this study,
on Zoom, on Mondays, Feb. 8, 15 and 22 at 2:00 p.m. Stay tuned for more information in the February Oracle and opportunities to register for the class.

Learning Team Members Needed
Keep Adult Faith Formation Going Strong!

Will you join us?

We thank Joseph Panessidi for his now-completed service to Mountain Shadows church through
the Learning Ministry Team. If you appreciate adult faith formation classes, please consider joining
the Learning Ministry Team. Contact Pastor Rachel at rachelsrubas@gmail.com to learn more.
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TENDING
Session Happenings
• Due to the continuing COVID-19 pandemic, the Session decided that the Mountain Shadows
Presbyterian Church facilities will continue to be closed to all in-person and group activities
through at least April 30, 2021. The Session will reevaluate the situation at least monthly following the data-based public health guidelines and those provided by Presbytery de Cristo. The
congregation will be kept aware of any change to this decision.
• Continuing requirements: Individuals must wear a face mask and maintain a social distance
(minimum of six feet) from others occupying the same room on the MSPC property. Furthermore, cleaning supplies including disinfectants available in the church office and elsewhere on
campus, are to be used on all contacted surfaces (desks, tables, keyboards, copy machine, doorknobs, etc.) before leaving any MSPC building. This requirement will continue until the Session
determines that it is no longer necessary.
• The Session accepted a recommendation by the Finance Ministry Team (MT) to approve spending cuts and identify expenses that can be delayed to later in the year when there is more financial certainty. Specifically, that recommendation includes the following.
• Reduce by 50% financial distributions to Mission recipients until July of 2021.
• Reduce church Facilities expenses by $4000 (from the previously-approved 2021 budget).
• Hold Pastor’s salary/housing at the 2020 level.
• Within Ministry Teams, delay spending wherever possible until MSPC has a more secure
financial outlook.
• The Session accepted Pastor Rachel’s very generous offer to hold her cash salary and related expenses flat (no increase from 2020 to 2021) in support of the anticipated deficit in the 2021 Operating Budget. Related compensation expenses include Insurance Allowance, FICA Allowance
and Board of Pensions line items. This will be reflected in the pastoral Terms of Call to be presented at the Annual Congregational Meeting scheduled for January 31, 2021.
• The Session reviewed and approved existing job descriptions for Director of Music, Office Manager and Solo Pastor. The Session also reviewed and approved a new job description for the yetto-be named Sabbatical Pastor who will serve during June, July, and August of 2021.
• The Session empowered Elder Therese Griffin to negotiate with janitor Lisa Hiestand toward
possible added work responsibilities, and entrusts Therese to authorize Lisa’s training and compensation for added tasks, while staying within the 2021 Facilities budget.
• The Session was informed by Elder Rod Hutton, Moderator of the Learning Ministry Team, of
successful completion of the three-day study on “Finding Jesus in History” and planned studies
in 2021.
• The Session was informed by Elder Sam Leeper, Moderator of the Stewardship Ministry Team,
about the unique online features of the upcoming Stewardship Sunday on January 24, 2021 and
the Stewardship Ministry Team’s preparation for the event.

Skip Brauns, Elder and Co-Clerk
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SAVE THE DATE!
Annual Congregational Meeting via Zoom
Sunday, January 31, 2021, following worship:
Receive Mountain Shadows’ Annual Report for 2021
Thank outgoing Deacons and Elders and other leaders.
Review the 2021 Operating Budget.
All church members may vote on:
• Nominees for Elder and Deacon;
• 2021 Nominating Committee Members;
• Pastor’s Terms of Call for 2021
Please plan to remain on Zoom after Worship on January 31st.

Attention Ministry Moderators
Submissions for the 2020 Annual Report are due to
Office Manager, Judy Leonard on Friday, January 15th.
Thank you for your timely submissions.
ZOOM MEETING PROCEDURES
Mountain Shadows has purchased two Zoom licenses for Mountain Shadows’ ministries to use for
meetings and classes. To use one of these licenses please follow the important procedures below:
1. Send an email to Office Manager, Judy Leonard at mspcoffice@gmail.com with the following
information:
a. Date and time of your meeting
b. Length of your meeting (1hr, 1.5hr, etc.)
c. Short description of the meeting’s topic and purpose.
2. Judy will check to see if there is a conflict with another request. If not, she will put the request
on the Zoom Calendar and schedule the meeting on Zoom. If there is a conflict, Judy will contact the requestor to work out a solution.
3. By the next business day (Monday—Friday,) Judy will send a confirmation email to the requestor/host with instructions on how to access and host the meeting. Please read these instructions carefully. The email will also include the Zoom invitation to send to participants.
4. The requestor/host is responsible for managing their meeting attendees and sending them the
Zoom meeting invitation (which Judy sent to the requestor; see point 3 above).
5. Following this process will allow use of the Zoom licenses without scheduling conflicts. Please
do not use the church’s Zoom account without checking with Judy first. Judy keeps a centralized Zoom calendar so conflicts will not happen. Thank you for your cooperation!

Judy Leonard, Office Manager
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FINANCE

Below is a financial summary of the Operating
Budget showing the most recent month, year-to-date
results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year-to-date results. Please contact Linda Zoellner at
(936) 689-8777 or Jeff States at 520-268-8956 if you have any questions.

GIVING
Covenants and Commitments: Reflections on Stewardship 2021
When the Ecumenical Stewardship Center suggested the following scripture as the central theme
for Stewardship 2021, I was puzzled: “These things will last forever-faith, hope, and love-and
the greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13). I recognized it as a wedding verse and wondered how it could be suitable for Mountain Shadows’ Operating Fund drive.
Then, as I thought about it, I recognized that a wedding is all about two people making a two-way
covenant out of deep love and caring. That’s what our relationship with Jesus should be—a twoway covenant.
I remembered this verse: “He (Jesus) took the cup in like manner after supper saying this cup is the
new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you” (Luke 22:20). Jesus made a covenant with
his disciples. By our communion with Him, he has extended that covenant to us. He lived and died
fulfilling that vow. What a sacrifice! Is this the Greatest Love ever? Can there be a greater love?
But what makes this a two-way agreement? What vow(s) have we made with Jesus? As Christians,
we answer questions such as “Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept Him as your Lord and Savior,
trusting in his grace and Love?” and answer, “I do.”
We have made vows to Him because we have Faith that Jesus did indeed pour out his blood to
wash sins away. He has given us Hope that we can face life with confidence that our life story will
end well. The question remains: how much do we Love Him? Well, God is our Heavenly Father,
who created the ability to love. How can we not return our Greatest Love to Him?
As I contemplate my 2021 financial pledge to Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, I will reflect on Jesus’s covenants with us and on the greatest gift of Love to humankind that Jesus
showed in his death and resurrection. I will think about his Faith that I will follow Him and how
important it is that I meet His Hopes of giving generously of the bounty He has given me. I must
give generously lest I disappoint my greatest Love! Perhaps He is your greatest love as well? Thank
you and may God bless your deliberations and grant you peace.

Sam Leeper, Stewardship Moderator and Elder
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“Your legacy is every life you’ve touched” - Maya Angelou
… a thought from the Legacy Ministry

VENTURING
MISSION AND OUTREACH

Meet the New Young Adult Volunteers

Way back in July (it does feel so long ago!), the national leadership of the Young
Adult Volunteer (YAV) program decided that this program year would be entirely
virtual. Responding to this change, the Tucson Borderland Young Adult Volunteer
(TBYAV) Board and the Presbytery de Cristo decided to pilot a new program here
in Tucson for 2021. Working together, TBYAV and the Presbytery will implement
the SouthWest Emergent Response Volunteer Corps (SWERV) for the coming year.
SWERV is a program modeled on TBYAV, and will take place January-July 2021. This program is
intended to create a space for young adults to grow and follow God together. There are four young
people arriving January 4th! The four SWERVers are:
• Mar’Shayla Thomas, from Beaumont, TX: “I am an optimistic, open and loving soul who
believes that everyone deserves to live a life that makes them feel mentally happy and free. I
joined SWERV because I knew that there was more to life than paying bills and solely surviving. I believe that we truly learn through connecting with the source of all sources (God), and
that specific connection has the capability to transcend communities throughout the world.”
• Ji Won (Josh) Kang, from California: “I wish to be a part of the SWERV program because I
wish to spend some of my post-university time helping others and making a difference. I have
been a part of the Presbyterian Church my whole life and have been instilled with Christian beliefs like solidarity and charity and have been involved in volunteer activities my whole life.
However, now that I am older, I wish to be able to truly understand what these ideas mean.”
• Emma Gillaspy, from Conway Arkansas: “I took a Synod trip to Brownsville, TX, where I
saw first-hand the reality of what is happening at the border—which is something I don’t get to
see when not living there. After that experience, I felt called to be part of the action taken there.
Along with that trip, 2020 has just really been an eye opening year for me and I felt so helpless
during so much of it, but then SWERV happened and it felt perfect.”
• Natalily Kyremes-Parks from Asheville, NC: “Growing up in a family that is very service oriented has instilled in me a passion to serve others and build community wherever I am. I am so
thankful to be a part of SWERV in such an uncharted time and hope to learn more about Tucson
and the borderlands as well as listening and being challenged by what God and this community
has to teach me.”
These volunteers will engage in community living, spiritual practices, professional development,
and anti-oppression education while serving a borderlands community, responding particularly to
needs created by the dual pandemics of Covid-19 and white supremacy. As Rev Diane Moffat,
President of the Presbyterian Mission Agency says, “We know we’re facing trying, unprecedented
times — the dual pandemic of COVID-19 and COVID-1619 that began in terms of how our nation
Cont’d
was founded.”
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SWERV is one way that TBYAV and the Presbytery are responding to these times. We hope you'll
support the SWERVs and keep us all in your prayers!
We’ll share stories throughout the volunteers’ term of service at southwesterv.weebly.com.

A 2021 Opportunity at Amphitheater High School
Just before Christmas, Amphitheater Superintendent Todd Jaeger announced
the difficult decision to again close school (going to virtual learning only when
classes resume in January. He writes, “We know schools are the safest places
for kids, even during this pandemic. We know that being in the classroom is
important to physical, mental and social-emotional health. We know that children learn best when
they are in school with teachers and peers.” Amphitheater hopes to move back to the hybrid model
(a combination of virtual and on-campus learning) on Jan. 19.
For the past school year, a team of mostly Mountain Shadows folks has been coaching English language learners (ELLs) via Zoom, to help them complete often overdue assignments. The work
mostly involves reading and prompting students to answer simple questions and turn in their work.
Given the additional pressure to catch up and graduate with their class, this simple coaching is more
important than ever. Please consider joining us as a reading coach. Contact Dennis Nelson at
dennis.nelsie@gmail.com for more information.

Mission News
In 2021 Mountain Shadows will Covenant to become a PC(USA) Hunger Action Congregation
striving toward:
Six Areas of Ending Hunger and Its Causes:
1. Hunger Alleviation: providing food in a dignified way with an eye to long-term structural solutions;
2. Development Assistance: addressing the root causes of hunger and poverty through equitable
and sustainable development;
3. Hunger Education: learning about systemic causes of hunger, leading towards faithful action
that is informed and directed by people and partners directly affected;
4. Lifestyle Integrity: adopting sustainable personal and corporate lifestyles to restore justice and
protect all of God’s creation;
5. **Corporate and Public Policy Witness: advocating and campaigning for changes in policies
and practices to end hunger and its causes, promote self-development, and care for creation;
6. Worship: incorporating prayer, education, and preaching about ending hunger and its causes
into worship
** MSPC recently has joined with Bread for the World to provide resources and opportunities for our congregation to advocate for policy changes to end hunger.
Bread for the World is a non-partisan, Christian advocacy organization based
in the United States that advocates for policy changes to end hunger. Bread for the
World provides resources to help individuals advocate to end hunger, which might
include writing personal letters and emails to members of Congress, meeting with
their members of Congress, and working in coalition with others. www.bread.org
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Our faithful church member Hib Knape
died on December 19, 2020. We can
comfort his family through written condolences and memorial gifts.
Thanks be to God for the life of Hib Knape.
Condolence cards may be mailed to:
The Family of Hib Knape
C/O Amy Oldham
P.O. Box 975
Eagar, AZ 85925
Memorial Gifts may be given to:
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church
3201 East Mountainaire Drive
Tucson, AZ 85739
mountainshadowschurch.org
and/or
Covid Relief Fund
Catholic Community Services
14o West Speedway, Suite 230
Tucson, AZ 85705
ccs-soaz.org

Prayers for Deacons Judy and Freja
Please surround with your continued
prayers our church member and deacon, Judy Hans, whose husband,
Chalmer Hans, died peacefully at home on December 4, 2020.
Judy asks that you include in your prayers special
thanks for the Hans' daughter, Sherry, who has been
a tremendous, present support to Judy in recent
weeks. The Hans' two sons were also able to visit
and talk with their dad before he died. Condolence
notes may be sent to Judy at her address listed in the
church directory.
Please continue to surround in prayer our church
member and Deacon, Freja Cranston, whose husband, David Broadfoot, died on November 23,
2020. Freja thanks the Mountain Shadows congregation for all the compassion shown to her in her time
of grief.

THANK YOUs, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS
February ORACLE Newsletter
If you would like to submit an article for the February edition of the Oracle, please submit it to Mountain Shadows Church’s Office Manager, Judy
Leonard (mspcoffice@gmail.com) by Monday, January 18th. Thank you.
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church’s Zoom Worship Services and YouTube Channel
Each time our congregation gathers for live-streamed worship via Zoom, the service is recorded. Video
recordings are then posted on Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church’s YouTube channel. This process
enables us to connect with God and each other in real time, and fosters our outreach beyond our local
congregation. Please join us for worship whenever you can!
Pastoral Care and Deacons' Care
Nothing in life or in death--not even the COVID-19 pandemic--can separate us from the love of God in
Christ. Even though we must maintain social distances for now, and therefore cannot meet with you face-to
-face, your Pastors and Deacons are available to pray with you over the phone. Call Pastor Rachel Srubas at
520-664-6970. Call Parish Associate Denise Edwards at 614-406-8901. Contact your Deacon at the listing
in our church directory. We're here for you!
Home Communion—By Telephone
We give thanks to God for the faithful ministry of our Home Communion teams, who have been connecting and sharing the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper via phone call with congregants who are homebound.
Our Church Office and Staff: Ministry and Church Administration Continue
The church office is closed to protect public health. Pastor Rachel Srubas, Director of Music Charmaine
Piane Dame, and Office Manager Judy Leonard continue working and serving our congregation. Voice
messages left at 520-825-7858 are received and answered frequently. Emails sent to mspcoffice@gmail.com and rachelsrubas@gmail.com and bcdame@comcast.net are likewise received and answered swiftly. Physical mail sent to the church is regularly received. Thank you for the ways you encourage our church's staff.
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January 2021
Sun

3

Mon

4

10:00 Zoom—
Live Worship &
Communion

10

10:00 Zoom—
Live Worship

24
10:00 Zoom—
Live Worship

5

Wed

6

11

12
1:00 Zoom—
Choir Practice
2:00 Zoom Class: Food
Waste Reduction—D. Engeljohn

18
Oracle Articles
Due

25

19
1:00 Zoom—
Choir Practice

26
1:00 Zoom—
Choir Practice

Thu

7

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

1:30—
Women’s
Bible Study

1:00 Zoom—
Choir Practice

10:00 Zoom—
Live Worship

17

Tue

13
1:00 Zoom—
Finance
2:00 Stewardship

14

10:30 Zoom
Hymn Sing

15
Annual Report
Submissions
Due

20

21

22

1:00 Zoom—
Session Mtg

27

16

1:30—
Women’s
Bible Study
10:30 Zoom
Hymn Sing

23
10:30 Zoom
Hymn Sing

28

29

30
10:30 Zoom
Hymn Sing

31
10:00 Zoom—
Live Worship
11:00 Zoom—
Annual
Congregational
Mtg
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