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Dear Mountain Shadows Family of Faith,
Blessings upon each one of you from Pastor Rachel. As a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA), we are
guided by a denominational constitution comprised of The Book of Confessions and The Book of Order. Recently,
the General Assembly of our denomination sent to our middle governing bodies (presbyteries) a proposed
amendment (10-A) to the Book of Order. A majority of presbyteries have voted to approve the amendment. The
following letter from leaders of the Presbyterian Church (USA) explains the amendment and reflects pastorally on
it. I devote this portion of the Oracle to their letter so that you will be informed and supported in your own
reflections on the governance and leadership of our church. Should you wish to talk with me about any aspect of
our life as a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA), I warmly welcome you to be in touch with me.
Yours in prayer and faith,

Pastor Rachel
To congregations of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
May grace, mercy, and peace be yours in abundance (Jude 1:2).
The debate about ordination standards has been a Presbyterian family struggle for
much of the last three decades. We have sought to find that place where every
congregation and every member, deacon, elder, and minister of the Word and
Sacrament can share their gifts in ministry while, at the same time, the integrity of
every congregation, member, deacon, elder, and minister is respected.
This year, the conversation has focused on Amendment 10-A that was passed by the 219th General Assembly
(2010) and sent to presbyteries for approval. [During the week of May 9, a majority of presbyteries voted to
approve the amendment.] When Amendment 10-A becomes official in July, the new language outlining the gifts
and requirements for ordained service will say the following:
Standards for ordained service reflect the church’s desire to submit joyfully to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in all
aspects of life (G-1.0000). The governing body responsible for ordination and/or installation (G.14.0240; G14.0450) shall examine each candidate’s calling, gifts, preparation, and suitability for the responsibilities of office.
The examination shall include, but not be limited to, a determination of the candidate’s ability and commitment to
fulfill all requirements as expressed in the constitutional questions for ordination and installation (W-4.4003).
Governing bodies shall be guided by Scripture and the confessions in applying standards to individual candidates.
This decision begins with an unequivocal affirmation that ordained office will continue to be rooted in each deacon,
elder, and minister’s ―joyful submission to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in all aspects of life.‖
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)
This action also has important effects on our life together as a church, namely




in keeping with our historic principles of church order, each session and presbytery will continue to determine the
suitability of individuals seeking ordination within its bounds.
persons in a same-gender relationship may be considered for ordination and/or installation as deacons, elders, and
ministers of the Word and Sacrament within the PC(USA); and
all other churchwide standards for ordination remain unchanged.

Reactions to this change will span a wide spectrum. Some will rejoice, while others will weep. Those who rejoice will
see the change as an action, long in coming, that makes the PC(USA) an inclusive church that recognizes and receives
the gifts for ministry of all those who feel called to ordained office. Those who weep will consider this change one
that compromises biblical authority and acquiesces to present culture. The feelings on both sides run deep.
However, as Presbyterians, we believe that the only way we will find God’s will for the church is by seeking it
together – worshiping, praying, thinking, and serving alongside one another. We are neighbors and colleagues, friends
and family. Most importantly, we are all children of God, saved and taught by Jesus Christ, and filled with the Holy
Spirit.
We hold to the strong affirmation that all of us are bound together as the church through Jesus Christ our Lord. ―There
is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all,‖ Paul wrote
to the Ephesians (4:5-6).
It is Jesus Christ who calls individuals to ordained ministries, and all those who are called to ordained office continue
to acknowledge Jesus as Lord of all and Head of the church. It is this same Jesus Christ who is the foundation of our
faith and to whom we cling.
No doubt, there will be several news stories and other reports about this change in the days ahead. A number of
resources, including frequently asked questions and liturgical resources, are available for you at http://oga.pcusa.org/.
In addition, for those who wish to comment on or inquire further about 10-A, please email
ga.amendments@pcusa.org or call (888) 728-7228, x8202.
We invite you to join us in prayer:
Almighty God, we give thanks for a rich heritage of faithful witnesses to the gospel throughout the ages. We offer
gratitude not only for those who have gone before us, but for General Assembly commissioners and presbyters
across the church who have sought diligently to discern the mind of Christ for the church in every time and place,
and especially in this present time. May your Spirit of peace be present with us in difficult decisions, especially
where relationships are strained and the future is unclear. Open our ears and our hearts to listen to and hear those
with whom we differ. Most of all, we give thanks for Jesus Christ, our risen Savior and Lord, who called the
Church into being and who continues to call us to follow his example of loving our neighbor and working for the
reconciliation of the world. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Gradye Parsons
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly
Cynthia Bolbach
Moderator, 219th General Assembly (2010)
Linda Valentine
Executive Director General Assembly Mission Council
Landon Whitsitt
Vice Moderator, 219th General Assembly (2010)
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Pastor Rachel’s Announcements to the Congregation
Beloved Mountain Shadows family,
On Sunday, May 15, 2011, at the beginning of worship, I announced two important realities
that remind us of what our Brief Statement of Faith affirms: In life and in death, we belong to
God.
On April 29, 2011, MSPC’s good friend, Dollie Vossler died into life everlasting at age 89. She is survived by her
loving husband, Bill Vossler, and lots of caring family. At Dollie’s request, no memorial service took place. Deacon
Karen Koopmans’ remembrance of Dollie appears in this newsletter. I treasure my own memories of visiting Dollie
and Bill in their Catalina home, and I give thanks for the deep and abiding faith with which Dollie lived and died.
Words of comfort may be sent to: Bill Vossler c/o Cindy Gallaher, P.O. Box 1314, Pendleton, OR, 97801.
At the other end of the life cycle, I announce to you at Jade Brown’s request that she is expecting a child in mid-tolate November. Jade is delighting in her excellent work as Mountain Shadows’ children’s Sunday School Teacher,
and is looking forward to completing high school in advance-placement classes. She intends to go on to college. We
surround Jade, her boyfriend, Jeff, and the Brown/Martinez family with prayers for Jade’s healthy pregnancy and the
safe and blessed delivery of her child in November.
In Christ’s love,

Pastor Rachel

Presbytery de Cristo News that Mountain Shadows Can Use
Presbytery de Cristo is the middle governing body of the Presbyterian Church (USA) of
which Mountain Shadows is a member-congregation, and of which Pastor Rachel is a
minister member. Our congregation is blessed and strengthened by our connectional
relationship with our denomination and with the twenty-nine churches of Presbytery de
Cristo in Southern Arizona and Western New Mexico. This connectionalism was made
real on May 18, when our church's Elder for Gifting and Stewardship, Dave Smith, our
Treasurer, David Raffety, and Pastor Rachel attended a presbytery-sponsored program
called "Cultivating a Climate of Generosity." The event not only affirmed good and
faithful practices that our generous congregation already has in place, but it also gave us
new ideas for cultivating in our own giving patterns God's generosity to and through
Mountain Shadows.
Mark your calendar now for the next Presbytery-wide educational gathering, Saturday, August 20, 2011, 9:004:00, Valley Presbyterian Church, 2800 South Camino del Sol, Green Valley, AZ, 85622. Among the workshops
to be provided at this gathering will be one dealing with the constitutional change to ordination standards articulated
in Amendment 10-A to the Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church (USA). For more on Amendment 10-A see the
cover letter in this Oracle. Past presbytery-wide educational gatherings have featured respected Presbyterian keynote
speakers, as well as workshops on such topics as the work of Nominating Committees, guidelines for Clerks of
Session, Immigration & the Church, Children & Youth, and other topics important to Presbyterians.

Notes from the Director of Music

As the weather grows warmer (ok hotter!), we will be having some wonderful
special music provided by Mountain Shadows folks and guests. These will
include vocal solos like Malotte's beloved "Lord's Prayer" and a work for violin
and piano by Estonian composer Arvo Pärt. I would like to invite anyone who
has musical talents to share, be they vocal or instrumental, to speak with me
about performing during a summer worship service. There will be plenty of
opportunities before the choir returns in September! Elliot Jones
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DEACONS What to Do in a Jam
Who do you call when you need a ride to the Doctor or the hospital?
A Deacon!
Who can you lean on to pick up a few groceries or prescriptions?
A Deacon!
What do you do when you need help?
Call a Deacon!
What do you do when you need a few meals delivered?
Call a Deacon!
How can you add your name, or the name of a loved one, to the prayer list?
Call a Deacon!
Who are these wonderful folks who are so eager to lend a hand, a prayer, or whatever you need?
They are called Deacons!

Sherry Gregg

MINISTRY TEAMS
Adult Faith Formation Just for Today
―Just for today I will try to strengthen my mind. I will study. I will learn
something useful. I will not be a mental loafer. I will read something that
requires effort, thought and concentration.‖
I recently came across this quote on an Al-Anon bookmark. The ability to focus has eluded me more lately and I had
just read, ―I Can’t Think‖ (Newsweek 3/7/11). The article pointed out that vast amounts of information we try to use
can sometimes result in poorer decisions. A new term, ―information overload‖ has been added to dictionaries to
describe this phenomena.
Would this quote help me to focus better in my daily devotions? Could it inspire others to make more deliberate effort
in their faith journey this summer? Maybe so.
Give this a try. Set a time aside each day and first read this quote. Then set some goals. Our church has some
resources including daily devotional guides and a library full of books. Stretch your mind. Remember that any
project can be done well with some prayer and taking it ―one day at a time.‖ George Gregg
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Ethical Wills Workshop: An Adult Faith Formation Program
When:

Wednesdays, July 13 and July 20, 6:30-8:00p.m., in Room 3

Where:

Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church

Facilitator:

Patti R. Albaugh, Ph.D.

Most of us have a will—a will that bequeaths our earthly goods to family
and friends. Ethical wills, however, are gifts from the heart. Unlike a will
of inheritance that gives directions for the dispersal of one's valuables, an

Ethical
Wills

ethical will disperses one's values, thoughts, and philosophies. It is a
personal non-binding document that expresses your faith and values at
transition points or challenges in your life. An ethical will is meant to be
shared in your lifetime.
Join Patti, a certified Ethical Will Facilitator, as she leads us in the rationale and procedure for writing your own
ethical will. The first session will offer simple exercises to help you decide on the purpose and content of your own
ethical will. The second session will guide you in creating an actual draft of your will, and many will leave with a
completed document. For questions, call Patti at 825-3063.

Evangelism & Communications Our Calling and Our Commitment to Evangelism
The Book of Order for the Presbyterian Church USA tells of The Commitment to Evangelism
that infers the definition of evangelism as "telling the good news being the good news, and
doing the good news.‖ This month, we will focus on "doing the good news.‖ The church is
called to be Christ's faithful evangelist. anticipating in God's activity in the world through its
life for others by:
(a) healing and reconciling and binding up wounds,
(b) ministering to the needs of the poor, the sick, the lonely, and the powerless,
(c) engaging in the struggle to free people from sin, fear, oppression, hunger, and injustice,
(d) giving itself and its substance to the service of those who suffer,
(e) sharing with Christ in the establishing of his just, peaceable, and loving rule in the world.
(Book of Order, G-3.0300c)
Mountain Shadows is the incarnation of God in the world. We, and the church as a whole are
called to share God's love through our ministries of compassion, service, and justice. This is
our calling, and our commitment to Evangelism. Dan Linegar
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Gifting & Stewardship MSPC Wish List
Several members of the congregation have expressed a desire to contribute in a
tangible way for a specific church need as opposed to regular monetary
contributions. If this appeals to you, please review the MSPC Wish List book.
Church ministry teams have identified specific items they would like to have ―if
we only had the money.‖ A description of the item is included along with an
approximate cost. Please contact the Elder associated with that specific ―Wish‖
and then develop a plan with that Elder that will make your gift meaningful to
you. Contact Elder Dave Smith to locate the Wish List book and review the
contents at your leisure. Dave Smith

Worship & Music
As I write this article, your Minnesota snowbirds are in Fayetteville, Arkansas. We are happy
to be present at graduations for Elizabeth’s grandsons Isaac (University of Arkansas) and
Josiah (Shiloh Christian School). Parents are daughter Nadine and Dr. Drake Rippelmeyer.
Elizabeth and I look forward to worship this summer at Hope Community Presbyterian
Church in Virginia, MN and to return to MSPC sometime in October.
Meanwhile, we trust life at Mountain Shadows church is alive and well. Please note the
following liturgical colors and observances for June:
Sunday June 5- white, 7th Sunday of Easter
Sunday June 12- red, day of Pentecost
Sunday June 19- white, Trinity Sunday
Sunday June 26- green, 13th Sunday in ordinary time
Also note corresponding lectionary readings from the Presbyterian Planning Calendar, Mission Yearbook for Prayer
and Study, or look them up via the Internet.
I’d also like to encourage folks to signup on the Ramada and/or see the following ministry team members for the
following essential W&M activities: communion preparation (Helen Wiens, Dave Donovan), flowers (Sherry Gregg),
greeters (McDee), special music (Dr. Elliot Jones), Paraments/candles/banners (Sherry and George Gregg), usher
duties (Dave Raffety), and weekday sanctuary preparation (Helen Wiens).
Blessings and peace be with you, Dennis Houle-Nelson

A dear friend of Mountain Shadows, Dollie Vossler, passed away on April 29 at 89 years of age.
Until two years ago, Bill and Dollie spent summers near their daughter in Pendleton, Oregon, and
winters in Catalina on their son's property. Dollie exhibited her faith with a gracious and joyful
spirit. She always welcomed me by name and appreciated hearing her favorite Psalms. Dollie
faithfully prayed for the safe arrival of our twin grandchildren. Even after her stroke, she looked at
their pictures, smiled, and said, "the babies I prayed for." After Bill and Dollie moved to Hilltop
Haven for assisted living, Dollie still had a smile as she and Bill sat holding hands during the long
afternoons. Their daughter sent an announcement card with a poem ending, "With Jesus she's now
at rest..." Rest in peace, Dollie. Condolences may be sent to Bill Vossler, c/o Cindy Gallaher,
PO Box 1314, Pendleton, OR 97801. Karen Koopmans
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Community
Food Drive
Sunday, July 3, 12:00-3:00 p.m.
Bashas’ in Catalina
15310 North Oracle Road
Elders of our church will be stationed
outside of Bashas, inviting ingoing
shoppers to buy items for a community food drive, and receiving
donated food items from departing shoppers. All food items will be
donated to Catalina Community Services’ Food Bank. All donors will
receive complimentary bottled water and brochures inviting them to
worship with Mountain Shadows.
How can you help?






Invite friends to donate food at
Mountain Shadows’ Community Food
Drive at Bashas’ on July 3rd
Invite those friends to worship with us
any Sunday
Drop by the food drive, cheer on your
elders, and donate some food items
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FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY
It’s summer! The season for graduations and anniversaries is here! What better than to celebrate these
wonderful occasions with flowers? Or to remember those special people in your life with flowers? Sign
up for the date you choose, or use one of the flower envelopes in the pew racks and drop it in the offering
plate. I will contact you for further instructions. Sherry Gregg (818-1862), Worship & Music Ministry
Team.
Women’s Bible Study. Come join us for our continuing study, fellowship, and
prayer in the church library every 3rd Thursday in the months of June, July,
August and September @ 2:00. ALL ARE WELCOME! We will read and
discuss the most interesting book by Philip Yancey, ―The Jesus I Never Knew.‖
If you are willing and interested to shed your Sunday School image of Jesus and
to take a fresh look at his ideas, thoughts, culture, and history, you will find this
book fascinating. The lessons will stand alone, so you are not being asked to
commit to every gathering. Although this book was the basis of an Adult Faith
Formation film/discussion series at MSPC, this gathering will not duplicate that
class in any way. Call Judy Hans at 818-3285 for more information. Come
join us for a cool summer afternoon!

There will be a single
issue of the Oracle
newsletter for the
months of
July and August.
Articles are due
June 15, 2011

PLEASE PRAY FOR….
Ed and Mae Marco
Linda and Dan Linegar
Marty Wurth
Aurora Duran, Madeline Bosma’s mother
Jade Brown and family
Bill Vossler and family
Winter Residents, in their summer homes
All people of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
People discerning their spiritual callings
Communities affected by flooding or other disasters

MondayThursday
8:30am1:30pm
Friday
Office Closed

Taizé Worship Schedule
Sunday Evening @ 5:00p.m.

June 12th
July 24th
August 14th
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June 2011
Sun

Mon

Tue

We d

OFFICE
HOURS
8:30-1:30

Thu

1

OFFICE
HOURS
8:30-1:30

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

10

11

OFFICE
CLOSED

5

8:30AM
The Bible
Jesus Read
10:00AM
Worship
Services
11:00AM
Hospitality

6
OFFICE
HOURS
8:30-1:30

12

10:00AM
Worship
Services
11:00AM
Hospitality

OFFICE
HOURS
8:30-1:30

8
OFFICE
HOURS
8:30-1:30

9
OFFICE
HOURS
8:30-1:30

OFFICE
CLOSED

1:30PM
Membership

8:30AM
The Bible
Jesus Read
10:00AM
Worship
Services
11:00AM
Hospitality
5:00PM
Taizé
Happy
Father’s
Day
8:30AM
The Bible
Jesus Read
10:00AM
Worship
Services
11:00AM
Hospitality

7

13
OFFICE
HOURS
8:30-1:30

14
OFFICE
HOURS
8:30-1:30

15

OFFICE
HOURS
8:30-1:30

4:00PM
Gifting &
Stewardship
JULY/AUGUST
ORACLE
ARTICLES DUE

19

20
OFFICE
HOURS
8:30-1:30

21
OFFICE
HOURS
8:30-1:30

OFFICE
HOURS
8:30-1:30

17

18

OFFICE
CLOSED

2:00PM
Women's
Bible StudY

22

10:00AM
Deacons

26

16

OFFICE
HOURS
8:30-1:30

23
OFFICE
HOURS
8:30-1:30

24

25

OFFICE
CLOSED

3:00PM
Session

27

OFFICE
HOURS
8:30-1:30

28

OFFICE
HOURS
8:30-1:30

29

OFFICE
HOURS
8:30-1:30

30

OFFICE
HOURS
8:30-1:30

1:00PM
Prayers &
Squares
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