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Reforming the Church and Equipping the Saints: Pastor Rachel’s Reflections
In July of this year, the New Form of Government of the Presbyterian Church (USA) went into effect. This
reformation of our constitutional Book of Order proves that our denomination is by no means allergic to change,
despite the joke that the seven last words of Presbyterians are we’ve never done it that way before. In reality, we
are “the church reformed and always being reformed according to the Word of God” (which is an English
translation of the Latin motto of the historic Protestant Reformers: Ecclesia reformata semper reformanda
secundum verbum Dei.)
It will take the Presbyterian Church (USA), in all of its congregations and councils, time to be gently, faithfully
reformed by God’s Word as reflected in the New Form of Government (nFOG). The best initial advice I have run
across regarding the changes is the following, from Wendy Tajima, Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of the
Pacific: “Breathe. It is expected that this transition will take months. And as the current Moderator of the PC
(USA) recently said, There are no nFOG Police."
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, with assistance from Presbytery de Cristo, which is the
denominational council of which we are a member-congregation, will, over a period of months,
learn what gentle adjustments and new understandings of church governance may be in order. None
of these will alter our foundational and vital mission as a congregation, which is to be Centered in
Christ, Caring for Community. Be assured that guided by the Holy Spirit, Mountain Shadows will
always worship God, made known to us in Jesus. We will always gather for Sunday services, hear
the Word proclaimed, and practice faithfulness as disciples of the crucified and risen Lord.
As your pastor, I rejoice in my continued calling to teach you the faith and equip you for ministry. According to
the New Form of Government of the Presbyterian Church (USA), “teaching elder” is the official name for the
ministry of Word and Sacrament that I practice. As I move toward the five-year mark as Mountain Shadows’
pastor, I enthusiastically re-embrace my calling to serve you, which our denomination’s constitution describes in
the following terms:
Teaching elders (also called ministers of the Word and Sacrament) shall in all things be committed to teaching the
faith and equipping the saints for the work of ministry (Ephesians 4:12). They may serve in a variety of ministries,
as authorized by the presbytery. When they serve as preachers and teachers of the Word, they shall preach and
teach the faith of the church, so that the people are shaped by the pattern of the gospel and strengthened for
witness and service. When they serve at font and table, they shall interpret the mysteries of grace and lift the
people’s vision toward the hope of God’s new creation. When they serve as pastors, they shall support the people
in the disciplines of the faith amid the struggles of daily life. When they serve as presbyters, they shall participate
in the responsibilities of governance, seeking always to discern the mind of Christ and to build up Christ’s body
through devotion, debate, and decision.
Please re-read the first sentence of the paragraph above, and note that my commitment is to teaching the faith and
equipping the saints for the work of ministry. Yes, you are the saints. That doesn’t mean you are perfect angels (I
know better!). It means you are God’s people, called to live lives shaped by the pattern of the Gospel. It means
that in your daily living, you are invited by the Holy Spirit to study God’s Word, follow Jesus, and act in ways that
are compassionate, just, humble, prayerful, forgiving, kind, and courageous. I share this Christian calling with you,
and I give thanks for the privilege of teaching and equipping you for ministry.
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Rachel
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SESSION
Mountain Shadows’ Session (governing board) last met on June 23, 2011. We had brief summer
break; no meeting in July. Pastor Rachel gathered her session flock by reading scripture followed by
prayer. The main focus of the June meeting was on the mission of MSPC, including reflection on, and
a guided discussion of, our church’s Ministry Team structure in 2012. This discussion and reflection
was a continuation of a discernment process begun at the May meeting. It was decided to continue the Elder-at-large
designation in 2012 (which supports various Ministry Teams and is currently held by Gay Russell). The Session also
importantly acted to establish a Christian Community Building Ministry Team beginning in 2012, dedicated to
fostering opportunities for congregants and new acquaintances of our church to engage in faith-enhancing activities
together. Additionally, in 2012, the Adult Faith Formation ministry will no longer be moderated by a Session elder
but will be facilitated by our pastor with an advisory group of church members. The members of your Session
encourage you to pray for us as we attempt to hear God’s voice in our work together. Joyce Hopson

DEACONS
We live in tumultuous times. Somehow with governments being overthrown, rulers striking out against their own
people, news of floods, fires and drought, and uncertainty in our own government, times seem so unsure. So, like
countless believers before us we turn to the scriptures for assurance.
PSALM 46
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will
not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart
of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with
its tumult.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of
the Most High. God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will
help it when the morning dawns. The nations are in an uproar; the kingdoms
totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. The Lord of hosts is with us; the God
of Jacob is our refuge.
Come, behold the works of the Lord; see what desolations he hath brought on the earth. He makes wars cease to the
end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; he burns the shield with fire. "Be still, and know that I am
God! I am exalted among nations, I am exalted in the earth." The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our
refuge.
May God's strength and help be with us all. Peace, Janice Ahlquist

MINISTRY TEAMS

ADULT FAITH FORMATION: Soul School
Gay Russell’s video and workbook program “The Bible Jesus Read” by Philip Yancey piqued my interest
in Psalms. Though I had favorite psalms I had trouble getting the joy and inspiration others seemed to
get. What was I missing?
I decided to read the Psalms chapter of Philip Yancey's book of the same title from our church library. I first learned
that Yancey had some problems with Psalms too. That gave me hope! I learned that Psalms are messy. I like order.
Then I discovered that many of them are prayers: people talking to God. I found people yelling at God. Yet,
somehow it seems that God might appreciate yelling, honest prayer from heart as much as “proper prayer” with only
the “nice” words and phrases.
I could go on about my insights and new appreciation of Psalms, but the point is that AFF Ministry provides each one
of us with opportunities to deepen our faith. Many programs are offered as you will note in each issue of The Oracle.
Also, our church library offers hundreds of books, videos and DVD’s for your use. As schools begin a new year,
perhaps it’s a good time for us to get some new faith insights. George Gregg
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION: Learn to Teach
Learn to Teach: A 2-Part Sunday Morning Series
September 18 and 25, 8:30-9:30 a.m.
As a church with a very small staff and a very big heart, Mountain Shadows celebrates and thrives on the ministries of
church members. In particular, adults of our congregation are needed to do the ministry of teaching. We need you to
facilitate lively, interactive educational programs for adults. Maybe you shy away from the ministry of teaching
because you feel you lack know-how. Maybe you worry that your questions about faith are unconventional or
unacceptable. Or, perhaps you step up and teach on occasion, and would like extra support for that ministry. Well, this
is the month to Learn to Teach…
Learn to Teach: Skills and Strategies for Leading Adult Learners
Sunday, September 18, 8:30-9:30 a.m. Room 3
Highly experienced Christian educator Irene Camp will share engaging how-to's to equip adults to lead adult learners
in a Reformed, Presbyterian context without feeling boxed-in by dogma. Learn to encourage reflection and discussion
among adults and deepen your faith in the process.
Sunday, September 25, 8:30-9:30 a.m. Room 3
Pastor Rachel Srubas (who taught college courses before entering the ministry) will present practical strategies to help
adults gain confidence and skill as leaders of adult learners. Lose your fear of “getting it wrong,” and discover the joy
of growing spiritually by leading others in conversations that expand the minds God gave us.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION: Feasting on the Word Adult Bible Study
Sunday Mornings Beginning in October: Feasting on the Word Adult Bible Study
8:30-9:30 a.m.
Adults see the world through the filter of life experience and life transitions. Adults enter Bible
study and worship bringing with them this experiential perspective. Beginning on the first
Sunday in October, 2011 from 8:30-9:30a.m., and extending to the Spring of 2012, Mountain
Shadows will offer Sunday morning Adult Bible Study using the Feasting on the Word
curriculum. Feasting on the Word follows the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL), which
provides a collection of worship readings from Scripture to be used in a schedule that follows the seasons of the
church year. Feasting on the Word Adult Bible Study will engage adults in a deeper exploration of some of the
biblical texts read and proclaimed during Sunday worship. Participants' faith will be enhanced when the Sunday
Scriptures are reinforced and expanded during their educational time. Mountain Shadows members will serve as
monthly leaders for Feasting on the Word Adult Bible Study. In October, Joyce Hopson and Tom Schmidt will co
-teach on Sunday mornings. November’s leader will be Dennis Nelson. Participate in September’s Learn to Teach
series, and you, too, may serve as a leader of Feasting on the Word.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION: THE LORD’S PRAYER: Blessings & Challenges for Today
Every Sunday morning, we at Mountain Shadows say The Lord's Prayer. Many of us
have been saying this prayer Jesus taught his disciples since we were kids! (Perhaps at
one point, we asked a similar silly question the child in the cartoon is asking!) Sometimes we must confess we say this prayer without a great deal of thought....it is SO FAMILIAR. For four Mondays in October (3, 10, 17 and 24), from 3:30-5:00p.m., we
are going to look deeply into the words and thoughts of this prayer attempting to clarify
and crystallize its meaning. In doing this, we hope to discover again its blessings and
to realize its challenges for today's living. Although each lesson will “stand alone,” we
hope many of you will commit to the four weeks. Facilitated by Irene Camp. Sign up
under the church Ramada. Irene Camp
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Church as a Safe Place: Protecting All God’s Children
When: Sunday, September 11th, 11:30-12:30p.m.
Where: Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church—Sanctuary
Who should attend this workshop on safety for all God's children??






Anyone who works with children, or other vulnerable people, at church or elsewhere
Grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles, teachers, and family friends
Anyone who cares about safety and preventative safety strategies
Anyone committed to Mountain Shadows Church as a safe, sacred place
Anyone who supports Mountain Shadows' ministries with children and all generations

Questions? Contact Elder Cassi Fraley: 889-1223 or
Pastor Rachel Srubas: 825-7858.

*Childcare provided

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: VBS a Whale of a Success!!!
Our church was swimming with children and adults during the week of
August 1-5! Seventeen children between the ages of 4 and 11 ½ experienced
the Great Bible Reef through Bible stories, music, science, games, art, and
snacks along with the help and attention of 16 adults and one dog. Behind
the scenes were at least 10 more people helping to make Vacation Bible
School a true success. Two children from a neighboring church enjoyed VBS
so much they asked to be leaders next year and our guest musician is
planning to write next year’s music! We had an impact on our community.
A whale and an octopus of big thanks to the church for hosting this
adventure under the sea. Special thanks to the families of the children
entrusted to us and to the volunteers involved: Dan and Linda Linegar,
Wendi Plenge, Shawne Cryderman, Dean and Penny Gibbs, Gay Russell,
Cassi Fraley, Sherry and George Gregg, Linda Lazzeroni, Jo Luoma, Clay
and Carol Heflebower, Helen Wiens, Sue Hallchurch, David Broadfoot, Judy
Hans, Helen Ellis, John and Nancy Grindley, Martha Macrander, McDee and
Dexter, Shirley Singer, Julie Wiens, Dave Donovan, Kathy and Hal Rogers,
Stacy Rogers, and Pastor Rachel. Cassi Fraley

EVANGELISM & COMMUNICATIONS
Work continues on updating our church web site. We plan on officially launching the new look
by early September, so stay tuned and keep logging into www.mountainshadowschurch.org for
updates, and to see the latest pictures and articles about recent events in the life of our church.
The recording equipment needed to digitally record Pastor Rachel's sermons should be installed
by the time you have the September Oracle. We will do a few weeks of trial runs, then start
posting the sermons on our web site. So far, we have raised nearly $900 toward the $1500 cost
of the equipment. Donations are still happily accepted for this important outreach project.
As fall approaches, so too are incoming new neighbors and visitors. Don't forget to extend a
personal invitation to join us for Sunday worship. Spreading the "Good News" is as easy as
that. Dan Linegar
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FINANCE: Monthly Financial Report
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent month, year-to-date results, the yearto-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
July

------------July
Actual

2011

2011
Year-to-Date
Actual

Regular Offerings
Other Income

$

12,764
376

$

Total Income

$

13,140

Total Expense

$

18,482

Income less Expense

$

(5,341)

Year-to-Date
Budget
$

$

121,630
13,785
135,415

$
$

2010

---------

Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

113,752
7,867
121,618

$

119,916
11,658
131,574

139,718

$

141,753

$

140,563

(4,303)

$

(20,134)

$

(8,989)

If you have questions about the Church’s finances, please contact Mike Penner, Chair of the Finance Ministry Team,
or David Raffety, Church Treasurer.

GIFTING & STEWARDSHIP: Thoughts for Reflection
What is stewardship?
Stewardship is a call to prayer. It is a visible sign of our faith. It is a part of our worship. Stewardship is an
expression of our faith journey. Stewardship is a call to consider the many gifts God has bestowed on each of us and
an opportunity to hear how God is calling us to return those gifts in praise through the church.
Here are some thoughts to reflect on and guide our offerings to God.

Why should we give?
We give to God’s work in the world because we are thankful, because we want to be obedient, to grow in faith, and to
direct our hearts. Read the following passages from the Bible to grow in your understanding of why we respond to the
Lord with offerings:
Because we are thankful
Because we want to be obedient
2 Corinthians 8:9
2 Corinthians 8:7
Because God is training us
Luke 16:10-11 & 1 Chronicles 29:17

Because we want to direct our hearts
Matthew 6: 19-21

How should we give?
Some guidelines to direct our giving:
Faith The act of committing to give is an expression of faith in God’s ability to provide for you. David praised God
and said, “Riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all.” (1 Chronicles 29:12a)
Willingness Fundamentally, we want our heart to be willing, and then declare our intentions to help accomplish
something significant for God. As the Israelites contributed materials for the tabernacle, Moses said, “Take from you
an offering to the Lord; let whoever is of generous heart bring the Lord’s offering.” (Exodus 35:5a)
Sacrifice The biblical standard for measuring gifts isn’t the economic value of the gift. It is the amount of sacrifice it
took to give the gift. Recall the praise of Jesus for the widow who gave her mite.
Glory Our desire is that God receive the glory through this campaign. Read how His glory filled Solomon’s temple at
its dedication in 2 Chronicles 7. This is the ultimate purpose in our giving.
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GIFTING & STEWARDSHIP: Peacemaking Offering
The Presbyterian Peacemaking offering supports the efforts of Presbyterians through their
congregations, presbyteries, synods, and the General Assembly to break down walls that
divide. This year the Peacemaking offering will be received on World Communion
Sunday October 2 when Christians around the world celebrate our unity in Christ. The
Peacemaking offering was created to support the work of peace at all levels of the church.
Congregations retain 25% of their offering for local peacemaking projects. This year the
congregational offering will be directed the Middle Eastern Presbyterian Fellowship headed
by the Rev. George Bitar. Presbyteries and synods use another 25% of the offerings for
regional peacemaking projects. Dave Smith

GIFTING & STEWARDSHIP: Offering Envelopes
Please contact Dave Smith (818-9239 or dlsmith@wbhsi.net) if you would like a box of
offering envelopes this year. We would like to order only what we think will be needed. If you
give thru direct deposit or prefer to use the pew envelopes, then you don’t need a separate box.

Dave Smith

GIFTING & STEWARDSHIP: Upcoming Stewardship Operating Campaign
As most of you are aware each fall Mountain Shadows conducts our Stewardship Operating
Campaign. This year’s campaign will be somewhat different, however. Rather than ask for your
“gift” to the church, we are asking for your “investment.” What does this mean for you? Every
investment should provide you with a “return” – what are you receiving for your money? We will
try to do a better job of explaining how your money is used here at MSPC and in our surrounding
community. We will use some new techniques, like a narrative budget that describes what is done
with the church budget, rather than presenting a series of numbers and tables. For those of you
who prefer numbers and tables, I invite you to attend a financial presentation in the sanctuary
Sunday October 23 following worship service. We will show you where we are with our debt reduction campaign,
our current income and expense picture, church reserves, and more. We have made tremendous progress since the
start of our first debt reduction campaign, but we have significant challenges ahead. Please plan to attend this
important presentation. Dave Smith

MISSIONS: A Reflection
A year ago, in the September Oracle I shared my reflection on mission. I was in my first year
of moderating the Mission and Outreach Ministry and I found the responsibility somewhat
daunting. Although I no longer view the responsibility as daunting, some of my concerns
remain the same. Last year I wrote: “The country remains engaged in a war and our economy
is far from healthy and strong. As a church we collectively look at the financial needs of the
church and individually we inspect our budgets in order to ensure we are making prudent use
of our monetary gifts. The organizations we support are engaging in similar processes.” Not
much positive change on that front; in fact the economy can be considered worse. What is
different for me from last year? The daunting feeling is not there. I take strength in believing
God’s guidance will allow us to positively impact the community beyond our church walls.
(continued on page 7).
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MISSIONS: A Reflection

(continued from page 6)

I still believe that MSPC’s mission statement helps each of us ground ourselves and prepare for engaging in mission.
Let’s revisit the statement. Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church (USA) is a Christ-centered fellowship, called to
live as disciples of Jesus Christ as we care for our community and our world. We strive to share the good news of
the Gospel with each other and the surrounding communities and to interact with love and grace with all of God’s
creation. This remains a compelling statement, one that challenges me to search for creative ways to be in mission.
Running in conjunction with the overall mission of our church is the mission of the Mission and Outreach ministry.
The Mission & Outreach Ministry exists to encourage, assist and educate the members of the congregation carry out
its discipleship with Christ in “loving our neighbors as ourselves.” The ministry attempts to balance our local,
regional and global mission efforts, keeping in mind the priorities of Presbytery de Cristo and the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church USA. We continually strive to meet the needs of others in a spirit of love and respect that
honors the dignity of all peoples.
So where am I now? I am even more Christ- centered than last year and accept the reality of there is no one way or
best way to be in mission. I am reminded of what Steve Brownson, CLP said in his sermon to MSPC on July 31st. In
essence he warned us not to get so bogged down in doing “God Projects” that we lose sight of God.
I encourage each of us to vision how we can best “love our neighbors as ourselves” as we move into the activities of
fall. I also encourage you to share your thoughts and ideas with the Mission and Outreach Ministry Team. May we
keep a listening ear for the voice of the Holy Spirit. Joyce Hopson

MISSIONS: Mission Trip to Chiapas Mexico
We, Joyce Hopson and Irene Camp, invite you to join us for a mission trip to meet the coffee growers in Salvador
Urbina whose coffee we drink in the final product Just Coffee/Café Justo. Just Coffee advocates Dennis Nelson and
Elizabeth Houle Nelson made the trip several years ago. Irene and I feel called to make the trip this year; October 28–
November 5, 2011
Read these reflections of some supporters who have been fortunate enough to make earlier journeys.
Rev. Lorelei Hillman
The trip I took to Chiapas (2009) changed so many things for me! Beginning with our visit to Agua Prieta and ending
with the incredible adventures we had in Salvador Urbina, El Aguila, Tapachula and Guatemala, my perspective on
Mexico, its people, and the economic relationship between the United States and 'our neighbors to the south' was
expanded and clarified. There is so much possibility for good exchange - business and culture - and this trip helped
me understand we can do things differently and get a much better result! Finally, the warmth and hospitality of the
amazing families we met will never leave me. The journey was much like walking back through the pages of history to
the early followers of Christ, as they w
" ere together and had all things in common."A transformative experience,
indeed!
Dan Abbott
My visits to Salvador Urbina connected me to the people and the community of Cafe Justo so much
more than buying a bag of coffee, drinking some Arabica, or glibly talking about the benefits of Just
Trade Plus economics. I now see the name on the bag of coffee-and I see the face of the grower, and
now I see what Christ wants from us—to stand for justice and equality for all God's people. And, by
the way, it is a blast!!
Rosalie Lopez
Mexico made real--one person at a time. Thanks so much, it was the opportunity of a lifetime and enlightening
beyond belief. Now I read every name on the Just Coffee I buy and am transported back to Chiapas to drinking coffee
with "my"family as I picture the person who produced the coffee and that I knew for a short time and consider a friend.

Joyce Hopson
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MISSIONS: PCM Gaslight Event
Save the Date: Sunday, September 25, 2011
Join us at the Gaslight Theatre on Sunday, September 25th for the production of
Wizard of the Rings. Tickets are $20 each with proceeds to benefit Presbyterian Campus
Ministry. The show begins at 3:00p.m., doors open at 2:15p.m. This is a Presbyterywide event, so get your tickets early. If you are interested in obtaining tickets, please
contact Jayne Raffety or Helen Wiens after worship. Jayne Raffety

MISSIONS: Adopt-a-Family Program
Thanks to Wendi Plenge, Mountain Shadows will be able to continue its tradition of
participating in this program at Christmas. The Mission and Outreach Ministry Team is most
grateful. If you are interested in assisting in the endeavor, talk to Wendi.

Joyce Hopson

PERSONNEL: Farewell Blessings for Dr. Elliot Jones, Director of Music
Dr. Elliot Jones, MSPC Director of Music has accepted the full-time position of Director of Choral Activities at
Culver-Stockton College in Canton, Missouri. The “God Bless You, Elliot” send-off on Sunday, August 7 was
organized and orchestrated by Dean and Penny Gibbs with special assistance from Fran Moran. We are sad to see
Elliot depart MSPC, but wish him all the best as he becomes a college professor, using the talents (and hard-earned
education) God has given him.
The circle of life (and that of church music directors) continues and having had a crackerjack search committee that
found Elliot, it makes good sense to me, to reactivate a very comparable search committee (plus one added bonus),
comprised of the following persons.
 Shawne Cryderman, Moderator
 Dennis Nelson, At-large member
 Madeline Bosma, choir rep/soprano
 Skip Brauns, choir rep/tenor
 Karen Lamkin, choir rep /soprano
 Gay Russell, 3rd elder/Session rep
 Rachel Srubas, pastor/head of staff
The first meeting of the DMSC (Director of Music Search Committee) will be held on Sunday, August 28 at
11:30a.m. (following worship). Pastor Rachel and I have agreed we will use the same format as last time for our
search for a competent, hopefully willing to stay a long time, Director of Music. The new DMSC has already placed
ads on choralnet.org and on craigslist, Presbytery de Cristo, and American Guild of Organists websites.
God is good! Both Kathryn Conner and David Horr are availing themselves to MSPC as needed through September.
Congregants are asked to share their musical likes and “I wish the Director of Music would” suggestions with any of
the committee members of the DMSC.

Shawne Cryderman, Moderator of the Personnel Ministry Team and the DMSC
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PERSONNEL: Pastor Rachel’s Time Away in September
From September 13 through September 22, Pastor Rachel will be away. Congregants needing
spiritual care during that period should call the church at 825-7858, and they will be directed
to a church leader who can help. In Brodheadsville, PA, Rachel will participate in worship at
Pleasant Valley Presbyterian Church, where her friend, Rev. Alex Hendrickson (who has
preached at Mountain Shadows) was recently installed as pastor. On Sunday, September 18 at
Mountain Shadows, Rev. Mary Harris will co-lead worship. Mary is Mountain Shadow's
liaison to Presbytery de Cristo's Committee on Ministry. Her role is to support and encourage
the health of our church.

WORSHIP & MUSIC: QUIET? Let’s Try It: A Word about Listening and Preparing for Worship
In recent months, each worship bulletin for Sunday services at Mountain Shadows has
included the following words under the title of the musical Prelude that begins worship:
The Prelude will begin shortly before 10:00. Worshipers are encouraged to listen prayerfully
as spiritual preparation to hear God’s Word in worship.
Those words appear in the bulletin because people who have entered into the church sanctuary
on Sunday morning commonly need a bit of quiet, reflective time to prepare to give God
praise, to pray, and to open our hearts to welcome the gospel of Christ. Worshipers need quiet
in order to hear the gift of music. I say all of this to encourage a reverent shift in the way we
prepare for worship at Mountain Shadows.
Our custom as a congregation is to be very warm and very welcoming—and those are practices we should never
change. But our habit of very noisy conversation in the church sanctuary during the ten minutes prior to worship (and
during the musical prelude) needs to be faithfully rethought. I believe we could make a collective decision to reduce
our social visiting in the minutes that precede worship in the church sanctuary, so that the room in which we seek to
encounter God might become a place of deeper peace, conducive to deeper devotion. I believe we could do our social
visiting on the patio before and after worship, and reserve our sanctuary time on Sundays for the practice of quiet,
reverent listening as well as prayerful, songful praise.
Recently, I preached a sermon that included the following passage:
“Listening is the heart of the matter. Listening is what we’re called upon to do.
Listening is something we do with our mouths closed.
It is a slowing down of our minds and an opening up of our hearts.
To listen is to receive, to hold, and consider, and ponder, and wonder.
Listening is far less about reaction than about reception.
Listening to the musical prelude that begins the worship service
is about preparing ourselves to hear the Word of God.
When we enter into worship, when we walk into this room,
we seek to become people of “good soil,” people, in Jesus’ own words,
who hear the word and understand it, who indeed bear fruit and yield.
The practice of listening to the musical prelude that begins the worship service
is a spiritual practice. It prepares us to hear the Word of God
and really listen to it, listen to it at a depth where the Word stands a chance
of being understood, of bearing fruit in a life—in your life and my life—
a life that can become unmistakably patterned after the life of Jesus.
So I encourage us all to listen to the prelude as practice for listening for God.”
Peace (and quiet!) be with you,

Pastor Rachel
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FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY
Now is the time to celebrate wonderful occasions with flowers, or to remember those special people in
your life with flowers. Sign up for the date you choose, or use one of the flower envelopes in the pew
racks and drop it in the offering plate. I will contact you for further instructions. Sherry Gregg (8181862), Worship & Music Ministry Team.
Join us for the Women’s Bible Study on September 15 at 2:00p.m. This will be the last summer
study of Philip Yancey’s “The Jesus I Never Knew.” ALL ARE WELCOME! Call Judy Hans
at 818-3285 for more information

PLEASE Contact THE CHURCH ABOUT HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS
The church might not be aware that you are in the hospital unless someone tells the office
manager or pastor. Federal law now prohibits medical providers from disclosing information to
churches. We depend on members and friends to help us extend pastoral care. You can contact
the church office at 825-7858.

Thank you Jade Brown! As Jade enters into her third
trimester as an expectant mother, she concludes her service as
Mountain Shadows’ Sunday School teacher. We appreciate
the leadership Jade has provided for children. We ask God’s
blessings on her as she now enjoys time to attend Sunday
worship, concentrate on her studies, and prepare for
motherhood.
Thank you Jade.
See you in church!
September’s Sunday school teacher will be Linda
Lazzeroni.

Lucile “Suz” Adamson Slocum
Born April 8, 1926
Died into life everlasting June 23, 2011
Suz and Stan Slocum were Mountain Shadows congregants
for a time. Memorials may be sent to:
The Alzheimer’s Association
Minnesota—North Dakota Chapter
4550 W. 77th St., Ste. 200
Minneapolis, MN 55435

Join the Deacons for an unbelievably
inspirational and joyous “Women of Faith”
conference in September, 2011. Watch for
details at the sign-up table under the
Ramada.
A BIG THANK YOU to Jo Luoma,
whose dedication to the church office is
greatly appreciated ALL YEAR ROUND!
Another BIG THANK YOU goes out to
Kathy Rogers and Sue Hallchurch who
volunteered to cover the church office
while I was on vacation in July.
You all make my job easier and worry
free!

Stacy Rogers,
Office Manager
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To My D_[r Chur]h F[mily,
If you were in church on Sunday, August 14, 2011, you heard me ask for prayers
from the church as I take classes and discern God’s calling to become a foster
parent. I have taken 4 of the required 15 classes to qualify to be a foster parent
for children who have been removed from their parents by Child Protective
Services. While the children are in foster care their parents are working to learn
how to be more appropriate parents with the intent of having their children
returned to the parents’ care. I am in the process of creating a home environment that will be safe and happy for
children between the ages of birth and 6 years old. I am very excited about having one or two children living with
me for a small, but important, part of their lives. My classes include topics that will certify me to foster children with
developmental delays. Because my education and professional life was in teaching young children with special
needs I feel confident in my skills but am enjoying the refresher and update of knowledge through state and
federally mandated classes. As you may imagine, there are many items I must obtain. I must have another smoke
detector, a carbon monoxide detector-alarm, and a 2A 10BC (or higher) fire extinguisher. I will also need a crib and
sheets, a plastic twin-bed cover, some outside play equipment for very young children, bottles, diapers, a diaper bag,
etc., etc. If you would like to help me as I obtain needed safety and comfort items for these children I am happy to
receive your donations, but they will not be tax deductible. You may contact me at my phone 889-1223, cell 3427732, or email sassicassifraley@yahoo.com and I can give you more information. Even more important to me are
your prayers that God will guide me as I wait for a child or children to be placed in my care and that God will help
me to make a difference in children’s lives. Thank you, my wonderful chosen family. Cassi Fraley

O]to\_r N_wsl_tt_r
@rti]l_s [r_ ^u_
S_pt_m\_r 15, 2011
Monday—Thursday
8:30a.m.-1:30p.m.
CLOSED FRIDAY
Office closed
Monday
September 5th

Taizé Worship
Schedule
Sunday @ 5:00p.m.

September 11th

PLEASE PRAY FOR….
Dave & Joyce Melchi and Family
Jo Luoma’s daughter, Tammy
Marty Wurth
Gay Russell and Anna Belle Emery’s friends, Dick &
Nancy Butler
Gay Russell’s friend, Judy Strohmeyer
Linda & Mike Munro’s grandson, Joshua, who is serving
in Afghanistan
Madeline Bosma’s daughter and son-in-law, Sue and Eric,
in need of healing
Helen & Carlton Wiens’ daughter, Heather and her son,
Michael (Allison’s brother)
Christian brothers and sisters in Iraq
Cassi Fraley, training in the foster parent program and all
the children in the court system
Sis Jones’ brother, Ed, in the hospital
Martha Macrander’s neighbor, Betty with cancer struggles
Joan Hiskok, mother of Wendi Plenge
Merv and Mary Swing
Mike Munro, eye surgery
The elderly and incapacitated people in San Manuel on the
closing of their grocery and hardware stores
The Somalian people as they deal with mounting
starvation and shelter needs
Darren and Elizabeth, missionaries in Cairo, Egypt
The New Mexico firefighters and the Los Alamos
evacuees
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September 2011
Sun

Mon

4

Tue

We d

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

5

6

7

8

9

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

24

10:00AM
Worship
11:00
Hospitality
OFFICE
CLOSED

10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Safety
Workshop
Hospitality
5:00PM
Taizé

11

9:00AM
ESL
4:00PM
Gi ing &
Stewardship

1:30 PM
Membership
3:30PM
Evangelism
& Comm.

18

8:30AM
Learning to
Teach
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality

25

8:30AM
Learning to
Teach
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
11:30AM
Inquirers’
Luncheon

19

20

2:00PM
Women’s
Bible Study
3:30PM
Chris an Ed.

21

22

23

28

29

30

9:00AM
ESL
10:00AM
Deacons

26

27
1:00PM
Prayer’s &
Squares

9:00AM
ESL

3:00PM
Session
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