RACLE

February 2012

MSPC Newsletter

Pastoral Wellness: Reflections from Rachel
As I begin this newsletter article, I admit, there’s a part of me that wonders how I will manage to do all that I must
do in ministry during this, our church’s fullest, busiest season. That being said, I’m pretty good at letting God be
God, and not expecting myself to be superhuman. And you, my dear congregation, are wonderful about caring for
me. In many ways, you respect that I am just one person, that I am committed but imperfect, and I have necessary
limits and boundaries. You are a collaborative bunch. You share your Spirit-given gifts generously, and you receive
my own gifts with gratitude while also encouraging me to keep my Sabbath days.
My regular practices of personal self-care help me stay fresh and energized. Historically, too many clergy have
suffered from burnout because they have neglected their own needs for friendship, rest, play, exercise, privacy, and
spiritual nurture. I know I need all these things, and I avail myself of them regularly.
In 2012, with the blessing of Mountain Shadows’ Session, I will participate in a support program for clergy of
Presbytery de Cristo called Macedonia Ministry. The reference to Macedonia comes from Acts 16:9-10, which I
quote from The Message Bible: That night Paul had a dream: A Macedonian stood on the far shore and called
across the sea, “Come over to Macedonia and help us!” The dream gave Paul his map. We went to work at once
getting things ready to cross over to Macedonia. All the pieces had come together. We know now for sure that God
had called us to preach the good news….
Notice that Paul is invited into a partnership in ministry, a God-blessed and gospel-based visionary community.
Macedonia Ministry of Presbytery de Cristo will similarly invite participating pastors to pray, break bread together,
talk honestly, support one another and seek God’s growth for our churches. Roughly one day per month, I will
devote myself to Macedonia Ministry meetings, and daily I will engage in the spiritual practices that help me receive
grace from God. I believe I will flourish, and therefore, Mountain Shadows will flourish, through my participation
in Macedonia Ministry.
A recent article in The Christian Century magazine highlights the benefits of clergy peer groups like Macedonia
Ministry. “As clergy meet regularly to lean on one another and learn together,” writes Rev. Christina BraudawayBauman, “calmer and more generous pastoral spirits are growing in the rich soil of real community….Clergy find
affirmation and support, guidance and accountability, as they meet in peer groups” (vol. 129, no. 1, p. 25).
How will I manage to do all I must do in ministry in 2012? I’ll get by with a little help from my friends. I’ll
gratefully accept your continued encouragement. I’ll rely on you to continue the collaboration in ministry that is the
beating heart of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church. I’ll remember that my foremost calling is to be still and
know that God is God. I will act and serve, and sometimes I will wait and watch, trusting that what I cannot do, God
can do. I will remember that we are not a church decentered by busyness, but a church centered in Christ, caring for
community. As your pastor and simply as a person, I will seek to center my wellness in our risen Lord, ever mindful
that my pastoral ministry of care must include care for myself.
Take care of yourselves, please. Say yes to the things that give you life, and to the activities through which you can
give life to others without being depleted. Remember that God is behind you and before you, within you and around
you. Pause frequently to breathe deeply of Christ’s peace.
Blessings,

Pastor Rachel
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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Notes from the Director of Music
And so the musical “Did You Knows…” continue again this month with
interesting facts about a popular Hymn and choir member facts!
Did You Know the hymn “Sunshine in My Soul” was written in 1887 by Eliza E. Hewitt? She was a teenager during
the Civil War, but managed to concentrate on school and become a teacher. She taught at the Northern Home for
Friendless Children. One day, an unruly student slammed his slate across her back and she was severely injured. Eliza
wore a heavy cast for 6 months and was immobile. Her doctor wondered if she’d ever walk again. When the cast was
finally removed, the doctor asked her to walk a short distance to a nearby park. It was a warm spring day, and she was
overcome with joy. She went home and immediately wrote the hymn: “There’s Sunshine in my soul today, more
glorious and bright than glows in any earthly sky….” She never returned to teaching because of her injuries, but
devoted herself to Bible study and hymn writing. A few other hymns you may be familiar with are “My Faith Has
Found a Resting Place,” “When We All Get To Heaven” and “Will There Be Any Stars in My Crown.”
Did You Know Cork Lozier and Madeline Bosma love to sing? Check out the stories of two finer choir members!
The following story is quoted exactly in Cork’s own words! “BECAUSE….I LOVE THE CHURCH….I LOVE
SINGING....AND I TRULY LOVE AND APPRECIATE….ALL THE TERRIFIC PEOPLE IN CHOIR….THAT I
CONSIDER….VERY SPECIAL FRIENDS….BECAUSE, ALL TOGETHER….WE CAN PRESENT SOME VERY
BEAUTIFUL AND BLESSED SOUNDS...” Amen to you, Cork!
Madeline tells us that she loves to sing, but she cannot count to two on her own and she needs someone to push her
along and keep her in rhythm. First and foremost, she loves praising Him in song in a safe environment.
She began singing in first grade when she was given a solo in the school-wide Christmas play. Her singing continued
until she sang her "swan song" in the role of Susanna in the Marriage of Figaro in junior college.
Madeline wanted to go to college, but her family was too poor to pay $35 a quarter for tuition. What to do? Her
solution was to study hard! She received two scholarships--one for academic achievement, the other to study voice. It
was important for Madeline to have an education. She wanted to be a teacher.
After two years, her voice teacher who had sung at the Met announced that she felt it would take Madeline five years
of study before her voice would be developed well enough to sing in the Met. She denied renewal of Madeline’s
scholarship. The lessons ended and she slumped into devastation. She was so discouraged, she stopped singing all
together. Finally, on her 40th birthday, a young friend wisely told her, “You can sing and dance and pan for gold like
your Gramma and Grampa Bosma for the next 40 years or “veg”. The choice is yours.”
Eventually, she began to sing with the congregation in church; then with the choir at her former church in the
Washington, DC area; then with the Health and Human Services Singers, the group that sang for all the Department's
official functions. Since moving to SaddleBrooke 14 or so years ago, she has sung with the SaddleBrooke Singers, the
Tucson Chamber Orchestra, the Southern Arizona Women's choir, and the MSPC church choir since 2002. She has
performed in several variety shows in SaddleBrooke. Madeline has sung solos at church over the years. Why not
more? Because sadly she still hears her college instructor telling her that her voice is not good. In a group, her voice
is drowned out so she has more confidence. Madeline loves praising God in song (with others)!
We are always looking for singers to join us! Rehearsals are Thursdays from 3:45-5:15pm.

Charmaine Piane Dame
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SESSION: Session News & Congregational Meeting Highlights
Mountain Shadows' Session (governing council of ruling elders) met on Thursday, January 26. Elders
present affirmed George Gregg and Shirley Singer, who recently completed terms of service and are
entering into new chapters of rest and rejuvenation while staying involved in our church. Most elders
also serve as moderators of ministry teams, and as such, reported on blessings, accomplishments and a
few minor challenges recently encountered.
On Sunday, January 29, Mountain Shadows held its Annual Congregational Meeting. Church
members re-elected the following Deacons to serve second 3-year terms: Penny Gibbs, Karen
Koopmans, Pamela Schultz. (These same three Deacons, in addition to outgoing Elders,
were thanked and affirmed for their faithful ministries.) Also elected to second 3-year terms
were Elders Cassi Fraley and Mike Penner. Skip Brauns and Sue Hallchurch were elected as
new (previously ordained) Elders. Four congregants were elected to serve on the 2012
Nominating Committee: Steve Odenkirk, Kathy Rogers, Mary Rabito, and Gene Klett. Elders
Dave Smith and Mike Penner presented encouraging financial news and the Annual
Operating Budget for 2012; Elder Shawne Cryderman engaged the congregation in a vote to approve the Pastor's
Terms of Call for 2012. Financial details as well as Ministry Teams' overviews of 2011 are available in the 2011
Annual Report, which may be obtained through the church office.
A Big Thank You to our Church Treasurer! David Raffety served faithfully and diligently as Mountain Shadows'
Treasurer in 2011 and is expected to be elected by the Session to serve one more year as Treasurer in 2012.

DEACONS: The U in Jesus
Before U were thought of or time had begun,
God stuck U in the name of His Son.
And each time U pray, you’ll see it’s true,
You can’t spell out JesUs and not include U.
You’re pretty big part of His wonderful name,
For U, He was born, that’s why He came.
And His great love for U is the reason He died.
It even takes U to spell crucified.
Isn’t it thrilling and splendidly grand

When JesUs left earth at His Upward ascension,
He felt there was one thing He just had to mention.
“Go into the world and tell them it’s true
That I love them all—Just like I love U.”
So many great people are spelled with a U,
Don’t they have a right to know JesUs too?
It all depends now on what U will do,
He’d like them to know,
But it all starts with U.

He rose from the dead, with U in His plan?
The stones split away, the gold trumpet blew,
And this word resurrection is spelled with a U.
Visit our website at

ADULT FAITH FORMATION: Lenten Ministries and Resources at Mountain Shadows


Ash Wednesday, February 22: Worship at 5:00 p.m. with music, prayer, and the imposition of ashes.



Lenten Devotional Guide, available February 22: A Lenten Pilgrimage
Come on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land during the season of Lent with A Lenten
Pilgrimage this year’s edition of Presbyterians Today’s popular devotional guide.
Scripture comes alive as daily meditations and color photographs take you to the places
where Jesus lived and ministered and where followers of three major religions find their
spiritual home.
Ruth Huizenga Everhart, a Presbyterian minister and author living in Sterling, Va., wrote
these Lenten prayers and reflections following her own recent pilgrimage to Israel/
Palestine. She writes: “The gift of pilgrimage changed my faith. As a pilgrim, I felt
Scripture seeping further down into my being. I came to realize that being a pilgrim is
not about traveling to a particular place as much as immersing oneself in the Spirit-filled
past so it can infuse our present.”



Just As I Am: A Lenten Saturday Retreat for Men and Women of Mountain Shadows, March 24, 9:00-4:00
p.m., at the Campus Christian Center at the University of Arizona.

Save the date and watch your worship bulletin and the March Oracle for more information about this day of
friendship and faith-deepening during Lent.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Introduction of Linda Lazzeroni
It is with great joy that I become a part of the MSPC in the official capacity as a Sunday
School leader! So many of you assisted with Vacation Bible School this past August that I
found the offer to become involved both exciting and irresistible as this will undoubtedly
give me an opportunity to see you and work with you once again.
I am the mother of two teenagers. My daughter, Jezzica, recently turned 16 and is a junior in high school. My son,
John Jr., is almost 15 and is a sophomore. They attend Green Fields Country Day School. We are all musicians –
Jezzica, a vocalist, and John, a pianist and vocalist. They have a band, ‘Psyndicate’, in which Jezz is the lead singer
and John is the keyboardist. They have provided music on several occasions at MSPC. In addition to my role as your
Sunday School leader, I am a pianist and a chaplain. In the summer months I am the chaplain at the Voyager RV
Resort on South Kolb Road in Tucson. In addition, the three of us take extended road trips where we often stop at
assisted living facilities and provide music. My children spend most Sundays with their father and stepfamily, about 5
doors away from our home and, therefore, will not be regularly involved at MSPC; however, I look forward to those
times when we are able to attend and worship as a family.
In addition to being a mother, I am a daughter of a retired United Methodist minister. My mother was one of the
earlier female ministers and as the daughter I was also expected to fill many roles – from church pianist and organist,
to Sunday School teacher as well as a nursery care provider. These experiences will definitely assist me in bringing
more to the table at MSPC. I am grateful!
Blessings on our children, their parents, and each of you who makes MSPC the warm, welcoming, and uplifting
church that it is!

Linda Clark Lazzeroni

Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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EVANGELISM AND COMMUNICATIONS
First Peter 3:15 we find the following words about Evangelism:
“But in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to
anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you.”
In Southern Arizona, the winter and spring months bring lots of new faces to our area hoping to enjoy the great
weather, unlimited list of activities, and making new friends. Mountain Shadows stands ready to be a part of that
time away from home, and fill a faith void that some seasonal residents may experience. In the spirit of the writings
of Peter, reach out to those new neighbors and invite them to join us as we worship the one true God that makes all
things possible. Dan Linegar

FINANCE: Monthly Financial Report
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent month, year-to-date results, the yearto-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
December
2011

------------December
Actual

Regular Offerings
Other Income
Total Income

$

2011
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

25,502
9
25,511

Total Expense

$

17,489

Income less Expense

$

8,022

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

$

201,769
14,825
216,593

$

227,492

$

(10,898)

2010
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

205,000
8,750
213,750

$

213,375
8,616
221,991

$

237,980

$

236,757

$

(24,230)

$

(14,766)

If you have questions about the Church’s finances, please contact Mike Penner at 825-2905, Moderator of the Finance
Ministry Team, or David Raffety, Church Treasurer at 544-7397.

FINANCE: Do You Like Money
Our Treasurer David Raffety will be completing his three-year commitment as Treasurer at the end
of 2012. We are looking for someone willing to take over this important role at Mountain Shadows.
A finance background is not necessary, but some experience with business accounting would be
helpful. Weekly contributions are entered using a Microsoft Excel form. Please contact David
Raffety if you have more questions about this position. Dave Smith

Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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FINANCE: Good News!!
Treasurer David Raffety reports strong pledge payments in December. $12,000 was paid from
debt reduction funds to reduce our land loan in December. The land loan has been reduced
by $110,000 in 2011-quite an accomplishment!!! It appears that 2012 pledges will meet or
exceed budget estimates. Our thanks and admirations go out to all who made all this good
news possible. Mike Penner

LEGACY: More Growth
We have our second funding for Legacy Ministry! This past fall, Dick and Cork Lozier
established a designated endowment fund within Legacy Ministry. The primary purpose of
this designated endowment fund is to provide for the maintenance and improvement of the
church’s facilities. If the facilities needs are met, then this fund can support new ministries of
the church, or new church development or one-time needs outside of the church. As an
endowment fund, the principal of gifts to this fund are invested and held in perpetuity. The
income from these invested assets will be available in the future to provide for the needs
designated for the fund.
As Dick explains, we want to help “to insure the future of the church and to support the growth of the church.” Dick
and Cork have provided some initial funding to establish this designated endowment fund and have included this fund
in their future plans.
A designated fund within Legacy Ministry is one way you can focus your gifts to an area of the church that is close to
your heart. It is wonderful way to remember the church you have participated in and supported over your lifetime.
And others may also want to support the designated fund you establish.
This, with the initial funding into the General Endowment Fund, is an exciting start for our planned gifting program at
Mountain Shadows. While it might be several years before these finds are large enough to provide for distributions,
when we look back we will see how they set Legacy Ministry in motion.
If you have questions about this new designated endowment fund or any questions about Legacy Ministry, speak to
one of the Legacy Ministry Board members: Bob Camp, Gene Klett, Dick Lozier, Mike Munro, Mike Penner, David
Raffety, or Dave Smith. David Raffety

MEMBERSHIP: Welcome New Members
Larry and Elizabeth Meisegeier: Liz and Larry are snowbirds from Mequon, WI,
residing in Saddlebrooke. They have been married for 45 years; having met in
high school. Larry, a veterinarian and Kansas State graduate, owned and operated
a small animal clinic for many years in the Milwaukee area. Liz worked most
recently for an accountant, but has a degree in microbiology from Wisconsin.
Both enjoy tennis, hiking, golf, and travel. And, of course, they are both avid
Badger and Packer fans!!!!

Tom Tucker: Retired from the Unisys Corporation (formerly the Sperry-Univac
Corp.) in 1993. Moved to Mt. Pleasant, Utah where I own the old family home where
I was raised. One daughter. Served two terms on the Session at St. Stevens
Presbyterian Church, San Fernando Presbytery, and two terms on the Session at Mt.
Pleasant Presbyterian Church, Utah Presbytery. Moved to Arizona for the winter
months in 2011.
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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MISSIONS: Alternative Gift Marketplace - Sunday, March 11, 2012
It is time to begin thinking about your shopping list for the third
annual Alternative Gift Marketplace. This event provides the
opportunity to meet the staff from the agencies we support as well
as purchase Gifts of Hope for the people you know who seem to
have everything they need. So, as in previous years, we ask: Do you
know people who have everything? Would you like to give them a
very special gift? On Sunday March 11th, shop at the Alternative
Gift Marketplace at Mountain Shadows church immediately
following worship. The Alternative Gift Marketplace supports the
missions of our church.
Each mission table will not only have information concerning their mission and services, but you will also have a
chance to purchase a gift for $5, $10, $25 or $100. Information about what your purchase can provide for the
people served by each organization will be available at their mission table. We expect at least eight agencies to
participate in the event, thereby providing a wide gift selection. Remember, Gifts of Hope are tangible ways to
express our concern for neighbors and community.
A lovely gift card with the Marketplace logo is yours to send to friends or relatives. Come to the Alternative
Marketplace; support our missions, learn different ways of giving, and also has a lot of fun. The gift is a feel good
time for both the giver and the receiver. Here are some comments from two people who have received a gift card:
“I was surprised and so honored to receive a Gift of Hope card this Christmas from my girlfriend. Knowing
that returning migrants would have warm socks this winter really warmed my heart!"
“I felt affirmation in my work with Café Justo and the Just Trade Center when I received a Gift of Hope from a
friend and a member of the congregation.”
If you would like more information, get in touch with Joyce Hopson, Jayne Raffety or Nan Nasser. Joyce Hopson

MISSIONS: Adopt-A-Family Thank You
Thank you for your participation in the 2011 project. Catalina Community Services changed the process for
supporting families who were enrolled in the Adopt-A-Family Program. As usual Mountain Shadows rose to the
occasion and provided gifts and food baskets to families. We would not have been able to make a success of the
program without the deacons and MSPC congregants who worked together in an effort to service our neighbors.

Joyce Hopson

Your kindness is specialand so are you!

Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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MISSIONS: Thank You from Organizations
Mountain Shadows, you have touched many lives through your generous contribution during 2011. Here are just a
few of the notes of appreciation. The Mission and Outreach Ministry adds their thanks. Blessing to all.

Joyce Hopson

Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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MISSIONS: Thank You from Organizations - Continued

MISSIONS: Thank You from Organizations - Continued

MISSIONS: Two Opportunities to Serve
You are invited to join Helen Wiens on Tuesday, February 7th and/or Tuesday, February 14th to
prepare and serve a meal for students at the University of Arizona at their Tuesday night
Presbyterian Campus Ministry program and worship. Please sign up under the Ramada after
worship. You will be contacted about recipes and carpools! Jayne Raffety

Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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MISSIONS: A Weekend with Sara Miles
Mission-minded people of MSPC on February 25th you will have the opportunity to participate in what
will be an excited and informative workshop, see next page. The fee is reasonable and lunch is
included. I have registered and anyone wishing to attend the workshop, transportation is available in my
minivan for a carpool. Joyce Hopson

Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org

Page 13

PERSONNEL
The team has supported the on-going monitoring of the progress of the Director of Music
during the 4-month initial employment period. A review and subsequent evaluation was
given to Ms. Dame, along with her employment agreement for 2012. The Personnel
Ministry Moderator worked in tandem with the moderator of the Christian Education of
Children and Youth Ministry Team in writing of the employment agreement for the Lead
Sunday School teacher as well as the Nursery Provider/Sunday School assistant for 2012.
The employment agreement for the Office Manager was also updated and signed.
Compensation for the Director of Music, the Office Manager, the Lead Sunday School
Teacher and the Nursery Provider/Sunday School assistant were established for 2012. All
were approved by the Session. The moderator of the Personnel Ministry Team
established the 2012 Terms of Call for the Pastor, which was also approved by the Session.

Shawne Cryderman

WORSHIP & MUSIC: The Best Picture of God We Will Ever Get
In The Message, The Bible in Contemporary Language, Eugene Peterson describes Jesus-The Image of God, "who
gives us the best picture of God we'll every get (2 Corinthians 4: 4)." In verses 5 and 6, he translates The Apostle
Paul’s instruction: "Remember, our message is not about ourselves; we're proclaiming Jesus Christ, the Master. We
are messengers, errand runners from Jesus for you. It started when God said, 'Light up the darkness!' and our lives
filled up with light as we saw and understood God in the face of Christ, all bright and beautiful."
May our message be "bright and beautiful" before and during this upcoming season of Lent.
Looking ahead:
Sunday, February 5, 2012, Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Holy Communion
ISAIAH 40:21-31
MARK 1:29-39
Elders & Deacons’ Installation
Sunday, February 12, 2012, Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
PSALM 30:1-12
MARK 1:40-45
Sunday, February 19, 2012, the Transfiguration of the Lord (Liturgical Color White)
MARK 9:2-9
2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6
Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2012 5:00 p.m. service
PSALM 51:1-17
2 CORINTHIANS 5:20B-6:10
MATTHEW 6:1-6, 16-21
Sunday, February 26, 2012, the First Sunday in Lent (Liturgical Color Purple- through April 5)
Scripture readings to be announced
Irene Camp & Joyce Hopson co-leading worship, based on their Café Justo experience in Chiapas
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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WORSHIP & MUSIC: Usher Ministry
New Head Usher
Dave Donovan has volunteered to serve Mountain Shadows as the Head Usher. As the Head Usher,
he will coordinate the Usher Teams and meet the needs of the worship team. Dave will continue to
serve on the Worship and Music Ministry Team. Please say thanks to Dave for taking on this role!
A Call for Ushers
Mountain Shadows needs to expand its usher teams and we are looking for a few good women and
men! Please prayerfully consider joining the usher ministry. The typical usher serves 9 to12
Sundays a year, but we can work with your schedule and the time you can offer. We welcome
seasonal participation! Sign-up under the Ramada of contact Dave Donovan 818-2322 or
davidrdonovan@aol.com. David Raffety

WORSHIP & MUSIC: The Connectional Church in Action
The Presbyterian Church (USA) is a connectional denomination. This means we are a nationwide
people of faith whose local congregations are connected through our Reformed, Presbyterian identity,
system, resources and relationships. A part of pastoral ministry in the Presbyterian Church (USA)
involves sometimes venturing beyond the local congregation, to make national and even international
connections.
On the first Sunday of Lent (February 26), Mountain Shadows will experience the fruits of two members’
recent encounter with the Just Coffee community in Chiapas, Mexico. Elders Irene Camp and Joyce Hopson
will co-lead worship and share with our congregation insights and images from the people who provide us with
the fair trade coffee that is a valued part of Mountain Shadows’ mission.
On that same Sunday (February 26), I will be the guest preacher at The Presbyterian Church in Traverse City,
Michigan. My colleague in ministry, Rev. Becky Chamberlain, serves as a pastor there and has invited me to share
some insights on desert spirituality with her congregation. Mountain Shadows’ friend, Rev. Mark Adams of Frontera
de Cristo, also recently served as a guest preacher at the same church.
So you see, we really are a connectional denomination. Please pray for my safe travel to and from that beloved state
of Michigan, pray for our Presbyterian sisters and brothers there and in Chiapas, and be sure to attend worship at
Mountain Shadows on February 26, to learn from two adventurous leaders of our congregation.

Pastor Rachel

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Join us February 2 and 9 we will cover lesson 5 of Confessing the Beatitudes, “Greatly Honored Are
Those Who Show Mercy,” Matthew 5:6 and Luke 6:21 & 25. All are welcome and several books are
still available for purchase. See Judy Hans for more information, or call her at 818-3285. This study
will continue the first and second Thursday of each month at 2:30 p.m. through June, 2012.

Save the Date
Join Presbyterian Campus Ministry
for “The Three Musketeers” at the Gaslight Theatre
Sunday, April 29, 2012 @ 7:00p.m.
Tickets are $20 and will be available from Helen Wiens and Bill Pearsey.
Visit

REPORT
Annual Meeting of Presbytery de Cristo
Joint Meeting with Grand Canyon Presbytery
Friday, January 27, 2012 and Saturday, January 28, 2012
First Presbyterian Church
Casa Grande, Arizona
Friday, January 27, 2012


Moderator Steve Brownson opened the meeting with prayer at 2:30.



Reverend Stephanie Hamilton, in her presentation on Montlure Presbyterian
Camp, announced that summer youth camp will again be held. Scholarships are
available for needy students.



Reverend Sue Westfall reported on the Transformers and Pastoral Retreat.
“Transformers” is an
opportunity to engage a three-year ministry of renewal for pastors and elders for the congregational
vitality. Pastors will meet monthly on the 2nd Thursday of each month beginning February 9 from 10:00
am until 3:00 at Trinity Presbyterian Church, Tucson. Because the pastor will be gone all day, Session
approval and commitment are required. The covenant must be sent to Presbytery by January 26, 2012.
The forms are attached.

Dr. Westfall also announced that the Second Annual Clergy Retreat will be held on April 16-18, 2012, at
Redemptorist Renewal Center, Tucson. Cost: $250 per person. More info to follow.


Rev. Alison Harrington, pastor of Southside Presbyterian presented an “Overture” to be presented to the
220th General Assembly (2012). The overture called churches to act on behalf of immigration. After much
debate the Overture failed 45/44.



Commissioned Ruling Elder Cynthia Bolbach, Moderator 219th General Assembly, addressed a historic
gathering of the Presbyteries of de Cristo and Grand Canyon.



At the 7:30 pm Worship Service, Commissioned Ruling Elder Cynthia Bolbach preached. The 2011
Necrology Report was given. In this report, the names of Elders who died in the past year are read. The
Lord’s Supper was celebrated and Ruling Elder Janet Rowe of Christ Presbyterian was installed as the
2012 Presbytery Moderator, succeeding Steve Brownson.

Saturday, January 28, 2012
Following a light breakfast at 8:00 am, Reverend Ben Seller, Pastor of the host church, led a “contemporary” worship
service.
Committee reports were read and approved. Budgets were reviewed and approved. Two items affecting all churches
are the following:


Approval of 2012 – 2013 Per Capita assessment: $31.00 per member. (Assembly$ 6.63; Synod $ 4.00;
Presbytery de Cristo $20.37)



A letter will be sent to all congregations in January requesting information concerning loans and the
ongoing ability of the congregation to make the related payments. If congregations do not carry a loan, no
further information is needed.
continued on the next page
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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continued from the previous page
Nominations were held for one Teaching Elder, one Ruling Elder Commissioner, and a Young
Adult Advisor Delegate to represent Presbytery de Cristo at the 2012 General Assembly. Candidates receiving the second most votes serve as alternate in the event the elected representative
cannot attend.
Teaching Elder
Rev. Larry DeLong, Valley, Green Valley--Representative
Rev. Jennifer Wilcox-Cummins, St. Andrew’s, Tucson--Alternate
Ruling Elder
Steve Brownson, Christ, Tucson--Representative
Josefina Ahumada, South Side, Tucson --Alternate
Young Adult Advisor
Andy Thomas, The Holy Way, Tucson--Representative
Karen Schmidt, Northminster, Tucson--Alternate
The following were selected to Presbytery and Synod ministries and committees:


MINISTRY FOR ADMINISTRATION:
Ruling Elder Thomas Calhoun, Class of 2013, Valley Presbyterian, Green Valley



COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY:
Reverend Jim Toole, Class of 2014, St. Andrew’s
Reverend Scott Opsahl, Class of 2014, St. Mark’s
Ruling Elder Carole Denham, Class of 2013, First, Douglas



MINISTRY FOR WITNESS AND OUTREACH
Ruling Elder Jean McElreath, Class of 2012, Presbyterian Women, Northminster

At 10:00, the Presbyteries of de Cristo and Grand Canyon gathered for the Final Plenary, entitled
“Shaping the Presbyterian Community for the Future”. Following break-out sessions, the remaining faithful
reconvened to witness the presentation of gifts to Moderator Bolbach, which included one of Rev. Rachel Srubas’s
books of poetry.
Scheduled meetings of Presbytery de Cristo for 2012 are as follows:
 January 27 & 28, 2012, First Presbyterian Church, Casa Grande. Jointly with Grand Canyon Presbytery.


Saturday, April 28, 2012, First Presbyterian Church, Douglas. Co-host Covenant Presbyterian Church,
Bisbee.



Saturday, August 18, 2012, Northminster Presbyterian Church, Tucson.



Saturday, October 20, 2012, Community Presbyterian Church, Coolidge.

Thank you for having given me the opportunity to serve as Mt. Shadows’ representative to this meeting.
Respectfully submitted,

Madeline Bosma, Elder Commissioner
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Don’t Waste Your Time—Write On!
The Write On group of Mountain Shadows meets every month to share writings, inspiration and
friendship. Anyone who is interested is encouraged to join us at any time. In January we will meet
on Monday, February 6 at 6:30 in room 3 at church. Call Cassi for more information 8891223.

Important Dates for
Deacons & Elders in February

Church Women United in Arizona Assembly




Sunday, February 5: 10:00 a.m. Worship
Installation of Deacons and Elders
 Sunday, February 8: 1:00-5:00 p.m. at MSPC
2012 Session Orientation
All Acting Elders Urged to Attend
 Monday, February 20: 10:00 a.m.
Deacons’ Meeting




For mes and other informa on, please call 319‐1319.

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY
If you would like to donate fresh flowers for a
service, please call Lynn Parker, 818-3674.
Lynn will be arranging flowers, or you can
order your own, for the Fall.

OFFICE HOURS

Monday—Friday
8:00 a.m.—Noon

God’s Renewed Crea on: Call to Hope & Ac on
February 10‐11, St. Andrew Presbyterian
Coali on of Arizonans Against the Death Penalty
February 19th, loca on to be announced
Interfaith Forum on Human Traﬃcking
February 26, Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church

JOIN US FOR
CHOIR PRACTICE
THURSDAYS @ 3:45p.m.

PLEASE PRAY FOR….
Carl & Pamela Schultz, as Carl heals from recent injuries
Dave & Joyce Melchi, as Dave receives daily medical care
Sis & Herb Jones, addressing Sis’s recent health needs
Jacob Brown and family, including Jonel Martinez, having
surgery
Erin Raffety receiving eye treatments

M[r]h N_wsl_tt_r @rti]l_s [r_
^u_
F_\ru[ry 15, 2012

Taizé Worship Schedule
Sunday @ 5:00p.m.

Cheron Mayhall and all others being treated for cancer
The nation of South Sudan, and an end to violence
The Christians of Iraq, and for peace in that nation
Presbyteries de Cristo and of the Grand Canyon

JOYS FOR……
Wayne Butler and Linda Munro, experiencing healing
Lynn Parker and others celebrating grandchildren
Auntie Rachel and Uncle Kenny, delighting in nephews

February 12
March 4

Presbyterian Campus Ministry’s fruitful choir concert
Charmaine Piane Dame’s daughter, expecting a baby

Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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February 2012
Sun

Mon

Tue

We d

Thu

1

9:00AM
ESL

Fri

2:30PM
Women’s
Bible Study
3:45PM
Choir

2

Sat

3

12:00—7:00PM Life Touch, Rooms 2, 3, 4
8:30AM
Adult Bible
Study
10:00AM
Worship
11:00
Hospitality

5

12

8:30AM
Adult Bible
Study
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
5:00PM
Taizé

19

8:30AM
Adult Bible
Study
10:00AM
Worship
11:30AM
Chris an Ed.
12:00PM
Food Drive @
Bashas’

26

8:30AM
Adult bible
Study
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
11:30AM
Safe Church
Training

6

7

13

14

1:30PM
Membership
3:00PM
Chris an
Community
Building
6:30PM
Write On
Group

9:00AM
ESL
1:00PM
Session
Orienta on

8

15
9:00AM
ESL
4:00PM
Gi ing &
Stewardship

10:00AM
Deacons

20

21

3:30PM
Evangelism &
Comm.

27

28
1:00PM
Prayer’s &
Squares

10

16

17

3:45PM
Choir

22
9:00AM
ESL
5:00PM
ASH
WEDNESDAY
SERVICE

9

2:45PM
Worship &
Music
2:30PM
Women’s
Bible Study
3:45PM
Choir

Field Trip to
Tempe for
Phyllis Tickle

4

9:30‐‐5:00
Life Touch
Rooms 2,3,4

8:00AM
Men’s
Fellowship

11

18
8:00AM
Men’s
Fellowship

23

24

8:00AM
Men’s
Fellowship

25

3:45PM
Choir

29
9:00AM
ESL
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