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Gathered and Sent: Mission and Outreach Ministries
Rev. Neal Presa serves as Moderator of the 220th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Rev. Presa
calls our church to be “missional,” that is, “to be gathered and sent where God is at work, in the church and in the
world, meeting people eye-to-eye and face-to-face and to see Jesus Christ alive in them.”
Whenever we gather for worship at Mountain Shadows, we are ultimately sent forth to live
as Jesus’ disciples in the countless places where God is at work. These places include our
homes and families, neighborhoods and residential areas, hospitals and care centers,
schools and service agencies, global and online communities. Mountain Shadows’
mission is to be people centered in Christ, caring for community, in all areas of life.
Faithfulness happens beyond the church as well as within it.
The Mission and Outreach Ministry Team of Mountain Shadows coordinates our
congregation’s expressions of faithfulness beyond our church walls. Recently, ruling elder
Joyce Hopson concluded her ministry as a session elder and Moderator of the Mission and
Outreach Team. Please join me in giving thanks for Joyce’s leadership and in wishing her
and husband Tom Schmidt every good thing as they go where God sends them.
Mission and Outreach ministries that extend beyond church walls remain important commitments for
Mountain Shadows. Vital to any church’s health in Christ is a robust, realistic, and responsible commitment to
sending out the gathered people to practice justice, love, and faithfulness in a variety of sectors. Most MSPC
congregants are not “missionaries” in a conventional sense of the word. But as baptized followers of Jesus, we all are
people on a mission from God, sent out to strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak, honor all people, love and
serve the Lord.
As a church, we carry out this manifold mission through food drives for the hungry, sock drives for the homeless,
gift baskets for families in need during holidays, monetary Gifts of Hope to local service agencies, monetary
offerings to Presbyterian programs that help struggling communities, support for Presbyterian Campus Ministry, and
Just Coffee sales that foster the self-development of growers in Mexico.
At its June meeting, Mountain Shadows’ session acted to ensure that all of our congregation’s mission commitments
will remain vital and up-to-date even while the position of Mission and Outreach Moderator remains vacant until
2013. Rather than elect an individual to serve for a few months to fulfill the vacated 2012 term, the session decided
to distribute among acting elders and ministry teams the Mission and Outreach tasks yet to be coordinated and
carried out this year.
You can help! Here are several practical ways you can help Mission and Outreach ministries of Mountain
Shadows Church stay strong and make a real difference in the lives of people:
Donate nutritious, non-perishable foods at church on the first Sunday of every month.
Donate new, packaged men’s socks and underwear at church on the fourth Sunday of every month.
Volunteer to participate in the collection and delivery of Thanksgiving and Christmas Food Baskets. Ask your
deacon how you can plan to support the Christmas Adopt-a-Family program.
 Speak to Jayne Raffety about helping to organize the annual springtime Gifts of Hope Alternative Gift Market.
Buy and drink Just Coffee! Talk to Irene Camp about other ways to support that program.
 Contact me to talk about joining Mountain Shadows’ Mission and Outreach Ministry Team.




Yours in the Spirit of God’s life-giving mission, Pastor Rachel
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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Notes from the Director of Music

And so the musical “Did You Knows…” continue again in this edition of the
Oracle with interesting facts about a popular Hymn.
The hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth” was written in 1864 by Folliot Sandford Pierpont. He was born in 1835
in Bath, England. After graduating from Cambridge, he taught in a college near his home town. One day, as Folliot
walked through the countryside on a beautiful spring day, he noticed the beauty of the Earth! He saw the ocean of
green, the blue dome of the skies and the winding Avon River cutting through flowering hillsides. He was
overwhelmed with the brilliance of God’s creation around him. He wrote the poem, “For the Beauty of the Earth.”
The hymn was used as a Communion hymn for services in the Anglican Church. When it became popular across the
Atlantic, it was associated with our American Thanksgiving holiday. The original verse ended: “Christ, Our God, to
Thee we raise/This our sacrifice of praise.” Eventually it was changed to, “Lord of all, to Thee we raise/This our
hymn of grateful praise.”
This hymn is one of a few that is completely dedicated to giving thanks. Thanks for the beautiful Earth, the wonder
of each hour, day and night, sun and moon and stars, brothers, sisters, parent, child, for all gentle thoughts, peace on
Earth and the love of God. We have many blessings and much to be thankful for. Sometimes it’s easy to forget – so
let’s bring out our hymnals and refresh our memories with this wonderful hymn of praise.
Calling all singers! Please consider joining the choir. Rehearsals begin September 6 from 3:45pm to 5:15pm
in the church. Mark every Thursday on your calendar and join us praising God using “psalms, hymns, and
spiritual song” (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16).
If you have questions or would like more information about choir please feel free to call or email me! 520-982-2437
bcdame@comcast.net. Charmaine Piane Dame

DEACONS: Suggestions Worth Passing On
1. Throw out non-essential numbers like age & height. Show some concern about
weight.
2. Keep only cheerful friends. Grouches pull you down.
3. Keep learning. Never let the brain idle.
4. Enjoy simple things. Read a book!
5. Laugh often, long & loud! Laugh until you gasp for breath!
6. Tears happen. Endure, grieve, pray & move on. Be alive while you are alive.
7. Surround yourself with what you love whether it is family, pets, keepsakes, music, plants, hobbies, whatever.
Your home is your refuge.
8. Don’t take guilt trips. Go to the mall, the next county, a foreign country, but not to guilty country. Let God
forgive you.
9. Cherish your health. If it is good, preserve it. If it is unstable, improve it. If it is beyond what you can improve,
get help.
10. Tell the people you love that you love them at every opportunity.
11. Be kind and helpful to others.
12. But first, make sure you are right with God. Begin, renew and revitalize your relationship with Jesus. Maybe
introduce him to someone who really needs to have the peace and assurance you have. Martha Macrander
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION: Feasting on the Word Adult Bible Study is Coming!
Back by popular demand! Mark your calendars!
 Beginning Sunday, October 7 at 8:30 a.m. in Room 3


Feasting on the Word is a weekly Sunday morning adult Bible study based on lectionary texts (scriptures read in
many churches during Sunday worship).
Drop-ins welcome! Regular attendance encouraged!
 Pick up a packet of Feasting on the Word resource sheets at the church sign-up table under the ramada and plan
to attend.
 Guest teacher for October, 2012: Harriet Marsh, Ph. D. Harriet is a Presbyterian elder, preacher and retired
educator who has a degree in Biblical studies and a passion for teaching.


Calling All Men! The Men’s Breakfast scheduled for Saturday, September 8 @
8:00a.m. HAS BEEN CANCELLED.
For those unfamiliar with our men’s group, we meet weekly from October through May
on Saturday mornings, 8:00–9:15a.m. for fellowship and study. These programs
encourage discussion as we present religious topics, Bible study, and current events. We
share insights as we get to know each other better.
Watch the Oracle for more details or contact George Gregg (818-1862) or Bob Camp (818-0504) for more
information.

George Gregg

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Sunday School is Back!!
Happy COOL Autumn to you all! Um, I mean, happy autumn? We are preparing for an
exciting season of Bible stories and crafts as well as adding music as we see how that
works with our group of children. Jezzica Lazzeroni continues to work with me
assisting with snacks, lessons, etc...and we have been enjoying our work! She is a
senior in high school this year so I am particularly enjoying having her around on
Sunday morning. We both love our MSPC kids! I am so appreciative of all of the many
items that have been donated to assist with the projects we often undertake in our classroom but NOW we are pretty
well set for a while; feel free to stop in occasionally and ask what we need! We are asking for some help in the
classroom on September 23nd as I have an unexpected event to attend in the LA area. Therefore, we need
someone to step up and lend Jezzica a hand on that Sunday. Please email me and let me know if this sounds like
something you would enjoy doing! llazzeroni@msn.com. See you on Sundays at MSPC! Linda Lazzeroni
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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EVANGELISM & COMMUNICATIONS: Audio Sermons Online
Don’t forget, you can listen to any sermon you may have missed by going to our website at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org. Go to the Resource tab and under that heading you
will find Sermons Audio. It’s a great way to stay connected to Mountain Shadows, even if
you are unable to attend Sunday worship. Dan Linegar

EVANGELISM & COMMUNICATIONS: What Do You Believe? Want To Talk About It?
The Evangelism and Communication Team is presenting a 7 week series “Talking
Faith” The series begins on Monday, Oct 1, 2012 and runs thru Nov 12. The program
times are 5-7 PM and will include a simple supper. “Talking Faith” is all about growing
and sharing your faith. We will sing, pray, break bread together, and most important, share
our faith with each other. The series is not about teaching others what to believe, but about
sharing what we believe.
Evangelism and spiritual growth are not competing activities. They are two sides of the same coin. In order to develop
a faith that lives and grows right alongside our daily lives, we need to find a way to use it and act on it outside
Mountain Shadows. In order to do that, we need to find a way to express what we hold to be true in the words we use
every day. We need to talk about it and not just with each other on Sunday. Comfortably sharing our faith in the world
we live in is one of the best gifts we can give back to God.
A signup sheet is available under the Ramada after worship. If you have questions about this program, contact me at
dan.linegar@gmail.com. Please join us for this exciting new program! Dan Linegar

FACILITIES: Memorial Garden Update
After months of planning and preparation, the Memorial Garden is getting much
closer to becoming a reality. The Session has officially approved this project. Detailed
engineering plans have been prepared for the walls, so that they will accommodate the
niches and memorial plaques. Two bids have been received to actually build the walls.
Keenan Odenkirk, for his Eagle Scout project, has a design layout for the garden and has
cost estimates for the material to accomplish the garden. We have received a donation
and pledges for donations for this scout project.
There will be a presentation to the church on Sunday, September 30th, following the worship service. There will be a
presentation where the garden will be, what it will look like and details on the pricing. There are also samples of the
memorial plaques, the niches and the urns that will be on display.
By the way, this project will be self financing. All funds will be from the sale of the niches, urns and memorial
plaques. No money from the general operating budget of the church.
If you have any questions or comments before that presentation, please feel free to contact me. This facility is
intended as a service for the congregation and the more your thoughts are known, the better. Dean Gibbs
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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FINANCE: Monthly Financial Report
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent month, year-to-date
results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
July
2012

------------July
Actual

Regular Offerings
Other Income
Total Income

$

Total Expense
Income less Expense

2012
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

20,004
632
20,636

$
$

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

$

119,220
7,041
126,261

20,971

$

(335)

$

2011
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

122,028
7,039
129,067

$

121,630
13,907
135,537

139,891

$

143,836

$

139,718

(13,630)

$

(14,769)

$

(4,181)

If you have questions about the Church’s finances, please contact David Raffety, Church Treasurer at 544-7397.

GIFTING & STEWARDSHIP: Peacemaking Offering
The Presbyterian Peacemaking offering supports the efforts of Presbyterians through
their congregations, presbyteries, synods, and the General Assembly to break down
walls that divide. This year the Peacemaking offering will be received on Sunday,
November 25, when Presbyterian Campus Ministry visits our church to lead worship.
The Peacemaking offering was created to support the work of peace at all levels of the
church. Congregations retain 25% of their offering for local peacemaking projects. This
year our congregational offering will be directed to Presbyterian Campus Ministry.
Presbyteries and synods use another 25% of the offerings for regional peacemaking
projects. Dave Smith

GIFTING & STEWARDSHIP: Offering Envelopes
Please contact Dave Smith (818-9239 or dlsmith@wbhsi.net) if you would like a box of
offering envelopes for next year. If you give through direct deposit or prefer to use the pew
envelopes, then you don’t need a separate box. Dave Smith

GIFTING & STEWARDSHIP: Upcoming Stewardship Operating Campaign
Each Fall, Mountain Shadows conducts their Stewardship Operating Campaign. The theme of
this year’s campaign is “Abundant Joy, Overflowing Generosity” which we feel describes how
the congregation has responded to the mission of this church. We have all been abundantly
blessed by our Lord. We ask that you prayerfully consider your many blessings in the weeks
leading up to Commitment Sunday on November 11. We will again do two mailings, sending
out a narrative budget and a financial booklet on October 22 and follow-up with an invitation to
pledge on November 5. I invite you to attend a PowerPoint financial presentation in the
sanctuary on Sunday, October 21 immediately following worship service. We will show you where we are with our
debt reduction campaign, our current income and expense picture, church reserves, and more. We have made
tremendous progress during our two debt reduction campaigns that we would like to share with you. Please plan to
attend this important presentation. Dave Smith

MEMBERSHIP: Membership Inquirer’s Class & Luncheon
Hear Ye, Hear Ye…please join us on Sunday, September 9th at 11:30a.m. for our Membership
Inquirer’s Class and Luncheon. We would love to share the good news with you about
membership at Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church. For more information, please
contact Freja Cranston at 638-8980 or frejacr@gmail.com or sign up under the ramada.

Freja Cranston

MISSION & OUTREACH

Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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MISSION & OUTREACH: Happy Anniversary Just Coffee!!

Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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MISSION & OUTREACH: Presbyterian Campus Ministry
WHAT’S PCM? Presbyterian Campus Ministry (PCM) is a community of students
learning what it means to be embraced by God, follow the Way of Jesus Christ, and trust
the power of the Holy Spirit! PCM is a welcoming, relevant, Biblically-grounded group
that meets weekly at the University of Arizona and Pima Community College's
Downtown Campus.
SUPPER WITH PCM: Mountain Shadows congregants will provide supper for 20-25 University of Arizona
students on Tuesday, September 25 at 5:30 p.m. If you can pitch in to prepare and/or deliver supper on
September 25, please add your name to the sign-up sheet at church.
PCM at MOUNTAIN SHADOWS: On Sunday, November 25, Campus Minister Rev. Ellen Dawson and PCM
students will lead worship at Mountain Shadows Church. Enjoy the lively, youthful energy of college students in our
midst!
PRESBYTERIAN PEACEMAKING AND PCM: On Sunday, November 25, the Presbyterian Peacemaking
Offering will be received during worship at Mountain Shadows. In addition to supporting denominationally-affirmed
peacemaking ministries, 25 percent of this offering is to be used locally. At its August meeting, Mountain Shadows
Session approved dedicating this 25 percent to PCM, to support such peacemaking projects as the students’ annual
spring mission trip.
(Note: The Presbyterian Peacemaking Offering is usually received on World Communion Sunday in October. This
year, we make an exception in order to highlight PCM and some young adult Presbyterians whose growth as
peaceable followers of Jesus will be strengthened by our congregation’s generosity.)
PCM AT PIMA COMMUNITY COLLEGE: On Wednesday afternoons, volunteers from area churches provide
lunch for Pima Community College students who are being nurtured in their Christian faith. Please talk to Mountain
Shadows Elder Shawne Cryderman to learn more about how and when you can participate.

WORSHIP CO-LEADERS’ TRAINING
Virtually every Sunday, worship at Mountain Shadows is co-led by a church member.
All God's people participate in public prayer and share in the praise of God. The ministry
of worship leadership gives church members an important opportunity to glorify God
while serving the assembled congregation. Church members who desire to learn or
brush-up worship leadership skills are invited to a training event on Sunday,
September 23 at 11:30 in the church sanctuary. Pastor Rachel and other experienced
worship leaders will provide guidance and practice for attendees. Join in!
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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The 220th General Assembly (2012) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is the
highest council of the Presbyterian Church (USA). The Assembly met in July, 2012 in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Just under 900 elected commissioners and advisory
delegates from every presbytery came from north, south, east, and west to discern
together the mind of Christ for the PC(USA). The deliberations and discernment of this
assembly reflect a church that is endeavoring to know how to demonstrate faithfully
and effectively the gospel of Jesus Christ in the 21st century. Some of the highlights:
Worship – The assembly paused daily in the midst of its business, in the same space, to
worship.
Community – Those who have experienced a General Assembly speak overwhelmingly of the sense of
connectedness that develops over the course of the assembly, and this one was no exception. You can get a sense of
that community through the photo and video gallery and more at www.pcusa.org/ga220.
Business – The assembly addressed roughly 800 items of business in the form of overtures, reports,
commissioner resolutions and more. We commend to you PC-biz (www.pc-biz.org), the online site where you can
read about each item of business. Some topics that were before the assembly include:
Definition of marriage – The assembly chose not to change the current definition of marriage that is in the PC
(USA) constitution, namely, that marriage is a civil contract “between a man and a woman.” Rather, through its action
to approve a two-year study, the assembly is inviting the entire church to engage in serious, deliberate conversation on
this issue.
Middle East – The assembly chose not to divest from three companies participating in “non-peaceful pursuits”
in the West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza. Rather, the assembly voted “to pursue a positive and creative course of
action with respect to the current Palestinian/Israeli conflict,” and to “devise a plan of active engagement and projects
that will support collaboration among Christians, Jews, and Muslims.” The assembly also approved a boycott on “all
Israeli products coming from the occupied Palestinian territories.”
1001 Movement – The assembly overwhelming supported a movement to create 1001 worshiping communities
(www.onethousandone.org). Those communities of faith will perhaps look much different from traditional
congregations, but those that are already underway—in coffee shops, shopping malls, even on bicycles—are changing
the world and the church for the sake of the gospel.
Commissioners and advisory delegates wrestled passionately together in heart, mind, and prayer, yet did so
respectfully and graciously. Rarely were votes taken that had a wider margin than 60%-40%. Each assembly
committee opened its meeting with prayer and reflection on Paul’s encouragement to the church in Ephesus: “…
making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (4:3). This is our prayer, as well. May the
good and faithful work begun in Pittsburgh continue.
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who is our peace,
The Rev. Neal D. Presa Moderator, 220th General Assembly
The Rev. Tom Trinidad Vice Moderator, 220th General Assembly
The Rev. Gradye Parsons Stated Clerk of the General Assembly
Elder Linda Bryant Valentine Executive Director, Presbyterian Mission Agency
[Editor’s Note: this letter has been slightly abridged to fit within the Oracle’s space constraints.]
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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Women’s Bible Study
for September & Beyond!
On September 13th at 11:30, we will be discussing another book by Jeanette Walls, Half
Broke Horses.
This is the story of Jeanette’s grandmother. At the age of 15 she left home, alone, to teach
(without a complete education) in a frontier town by riding over 500 miles on her pony to get the
job. She also learned to drive when cars were just coming into their own. She learned to fly a plane and ran a huge
ranch in Arizona with her husband and two children. On of her children is Jeanette’s mother, Rosemary Smith Walls,
that is portrayed in The Glass Castle.
This true life novel is dramatic and thought provoking. It is a true western narrative of a courageous woman during
the period of the Great Depression. It is a New York Times best seller worth reading. Join the women’s Bible study
group on September 13th at 11:30, in the library and then come to lunch with us.
We will start our new study on The Epistles on October 4 at 2:00. This is a Horizons study covering 1st & 2nd Peter,
John and Jude. Study books are available for a donation of $8.00. If interested, please contact Judy Hans for a
book and information at jhans@wbhsi.net.

OFFICE CLOSED
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD
FOR
LABOR DAY

OFFICE HOURS

Monday—Friday
8:00 a.m.—Noon

Taizé Worship Schedule
Sunday @ 5:00p.m.

September 9
October 14
Visit our website at
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September 2012
Sun

Mon

Tue

We d

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2

10:00AM
Worship
11:00
Hospitality

10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
11:30AM
Inquirer’s
Class and
Luncheon
5:00PM
Taizé

9

16
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality

10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
11:30AM
Worship
Co‐Leader
Training

23

OFFICE
CLOSED
FOR

3

4

5

1:30PM
Membership

10

7

13

14

3:45PM
Choir

11

12

11:30AM
Women’s
Bible Study
3:45PM
Choir

1:00PM
Chris an
Community
Building

17
10:00AM
Deacons
3:00PM
Evangelism &
Communica on

6

18
4:00PM
Gi ing &
Stewardship

24

19
9:00AM
ESL

25
1:00PM
Prayers &
Squares

15
DEADLINE
FOR
OCTOBER
ORACLE

20

21

22

27

28

29

3:45PM
Choir

26
9:00AM
ESL
3:00PM
Session

8

8:00AM
Men’s Breakfast
CANCELLED

3:45PM
Choir

30

10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
11:30PM
Informa onal
Mee ng:
Memorial
Garden/
Columbarium

Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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