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Lord, Prepare Us to be Sanctuary
Happy October, Mountain Shadows! It’s Parament Month!
Hmmm… The spellcheck feature on my computer doesn’t know what
“parament” means. The computer would prefer I use the words
“paramount” or “permanent.”
So, just what is a parament? It comes from a Latin root: paramentum,
which means to adorn, to prepare.
A parament is an adornment for a church. It is a decorative hanging that prepares a church sanctuary for worship.
Visually, paraments prepare worshipers to lift our hearts to God. Through the artful use of color, fabric, design,
symbolism and placement, paraments transform a room from an ordinary space to one dedicated to the extraordinary
purpose of glorifying our Creator.
Since the earliest days of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, textile artists in our congregation have gifted us
with richly-hued paraments, especially banners. More recently, two newer members of our church, Lynn Parker
and Randi Thekan have lovingly created paraments for the liturgical seasons and days of Advent, Christmas,
Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost and Ordinary Time.
White, gold, purple, red and green are the colors corresponding to Christian times and occasions. You can see these
liturgical colors in our church sanctuary’s beautiful stained glass windows and on the preaching stoles I wear during
worship. The colors represent the light of God, human repentance, Christ’s kingship, the fire of the Holy Spirit,
people’s growth in God’s grace, and more. Scriptural images incorporated into the design of paraments, such as
vines and grapes, stars and human figures, visibly communicate sacred meanings and stimulate our senses in ways
words alone cannot. The work of Christian textile artisans reminds us that like paraments, human beings are unique
and beautifully-wrought creations, beloved of God.
All of this is to say: paraments are paramount to preparing our church to be a holy sanctuary! So, Mountain
Shadows Presbyterian Church celebrates October 2012 as Parament Month.
On Sunday, October 14, during worship, we will display and dedicate to God’s purposes the paraments
created by Randi Thekan.
On Reformation Sunday, October 28, our celebration of Mountain Shadows’ fifteenth birthday will include
the display and dedication of paraments created by Lynn Parker.
Please join me in giving thanks for all the gifted stitchers and quilters whose fabric creations adorn our church, bless
our friends and make vividly tangible the handiwork of our great God.

Pastor Rachel
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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Notes from the Director of Music

And so the musical “Did You Knows…” continue in this edition of the Oracle
with interesting facts about a popular Hymn.
We all know and love the hymn “Jesus Loves the Little Children.” Did you know it was originally a Civil War
ballad? George Frederick Root was a classically trained musician and composer. By the age of 13 he could play 13
different instruments! He taught music in Boston and New York. Root was greatly disturbed by the outbreak of the
Civil War, so he began to write patriotic hymns to advance the Union. He was a serious classical composer and was
embarrassed by what he thought were “simple” melodies. So he used the pen name Wurzel which is German for Root!
His most popular piece was a ballad called “Tramp! Tramp! Tramp!”

Chorus:

In the prison cell I sit,
Thinking, mother, dear of you,
And our bright and happy home so far away,
And the tears, they fill my eyes,
‘Spite of all that I can do,
Tho’ I try to cheer my comrades and be gay.
Tramp! Tramp! Tramp! The boys are marching,
Cheer up, comrades, they will come,
And beneath the starry flag
We shall breathe the air again
Of the free land in our own beloved home.

After the Civil War, the melody remained popular, but the words were dated. A minister friend of Root’s, Clare
Herbert Woolston, wrote new verses and the chorus. That’s how a Civil War ballad became a favorite children’s
hymn!
It’s not too late to join the choir! Rehearsals are 3:45pm to 5:15pm every Thursday in the church. If you have
questions or would like more information about choir please feel free to call or email me! 520-982-2437
bcdame@comcast.net.

DEACONS: Let Us Pray
So it was my turn to supply an article for the Oracle, not my favorite thing to do. I found
myself praying, asking the Lord for some direction of what to write about. “Lord, just send
me an email, and let me know what YOU want me to talk about.” A couple of days later I
got an email from my son Franky, whom some of you know. He and his lovely wife live in
Champaign, IL. Franky asked that I share his email with Pastor Rachel. I told him I would
do better than that; I would share it with our congregation. Why don’t we join in prayer?
Prayer is powerful.
The Allies of Faith working group, of the Champaign-Urbana Immigration Forum, is a collective of individuals from
our local faith communities seeking to be better informed regarding immigration issues affecting our community. As
people of faith we believe in the inherent worth and dignity of all people. Together we can make a difference for the
many immigrants residing in our community. The Immigration Forum: Faith Allies, have put together an Interfaith
Litany Prayer for Justice, Peace, and Immigration Reform gathered from a variety of sources for your use during the
month of October 2012. Please feel free to adapt it and use in any way that seems helpful to you and your faith
community:
(continued on page 3)
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DEACONS: Let Us Pray

continued from pg. 2

*Response: Lord, hear our prayer.


For an end to the violence and poverty that displaces so many people from their homes and homelands, we pray to
the Lord. *



For migrant workers, that they may labor and live in safe and just conditions, we pray to the Lord. *



For the families and children of migrant workers, that they be reunited, we pray to the Lord. *



For an end to human trafficking, that the dignity of all God's children will be acknowledged and protected, we
pray to the Lord. *



For our lawmakers, that they establish and enforce laws that protect the rights and dignity of everyone, especially
those most vulnerable in our country, we pray to the Lord. *



For employers and corporations, that they choose the dignity and worth of each human person over profit and
power, we pray to the Lord. *



For our faith communities, that we may continue to serve those without homes and resources, and that we speak
out for just immigration reform, we pray to the Lord. *

Amen.

Pamela Schultz

ADULT FAITH FORMATION: Feasting on the Word Adult Bible Study is Coming!



Back by popular demand! Mark your calendars!
Beginning Sunday, October 7 at 8:30 a.m. in Room 3

Feasting on the Word is a weekly Sunday morning adult Bible study based on
lectionary texts (scriptures read in many churches during Sunday worship).




Drop-ins welcome! Regular attendance encouraged!
Pick up a packet of Feasting on the Word resource sheets at the church sign-up table under the ramada and plan to
attend.
Guest teacher for October, 2012: Harriet Marsh, Ph. D. Harriet is a Presbyterian elder, preacher and retired
educator who has a degree in Biblical studies and a passion for teaching.

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY BUILDING: Happy Birthday, Mountain Shadows!!!!
On Sunday, October 28, we will gather at 11:30 to celebrate our church’s 15 th birthday!!
NO fellowship on Sunday, October 28th.
Plan to join us and PLEASE, PLEASE RSVP by signing your name and entrée selection
on the sign-up sheet during fellowship. Last day to sign up to attend (and be fed) is
Reformation Sunday, October 21. Participants will enjoy hotdogs, hamburgers, chicken or
veggie burgers along with munchies for appetizers, baked beans, green salad or coleslaw,
veggie plate with dip, lemonade, ice tea, coffee, and a Happy Birthday MSPC sheet cake for
dessert. The food will be catered and just warmed up in our kitchen oven or on the grill. . The
food will be served buffet style. Liquid refreshments will be served by CCBMT members. The
gifting and Stewardship Team would like to highlight the people who were involved in the
early stages of MSPC and perhaps invite as many as possible to the celebration. A free-will
offering will take place at the luncheon. Shawne Cryderman & Dave Smith
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY BUILDING
The CCBMT met on Sept. 10 after a summer hiatus and discussed the many activities
that will take place this Fall. Please refer to other articles in this and future editions of
THE ORACLE for additional information.


Thanksgiving Food Donations and Christmas Adopt-A-Family gift collection/
food baskets – Nan Nasser has graciously volunteered to resume her excellent
ministry as coordinator of these two very important mission and CCB activities.



Upcoming survey to be sent to congregants to gather information about their wishes and desires for the CCBMT



October 28th 15th Birthday Celebration of MSPC (no fellowship that Sunday)



Holiday Progressive Dinner to be held Sunday, Dec. 9



Serving dinner to the hungry U of A students of PCM one Tuesday a semester (Thanks to September’s servers!)



Providing lunch for Pima Community College PCM students on Dec. 5.

The next meeting of the CCBMT will be Monday, Oct. 1, at 1:00 in room 3. Everyone and anyone are invited to
attend. Shawne Cryderman

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY BUILDING: Thanksgiving Food Donations
This year the food donations will be given to Catalina Community Services (CCS) which
will handle the delivery of them to families in need. The food items sign-up and kick off will
be Sunday, October 28 during the MSPC birthday party celebration. Food and cash
donations will be collected at church on November 4, 11, & 18. The food will be
delivered to CCS each Monday after the Sunday collections. Nan Nasser, program
coordinator, will take the donated money and purchase Bashas’ gift cards to take to CCS to
give to those in need to purchase turkeys. CCBMT members will assist Nan the first 3
Sunday’s in Nov. to help collect food and get all food donations to the vehicle for Monday
delivery. Nan Nasser

EVANGELISM & COMMUNICATIONS: What Do You Believe? Want To Talk About It?
The Evangelism and Communication Team is presenting a 7 week series “Talking
Faith” The series begins on Monday, Oct 1, 2012 and runs thru Nov 12. The program
times are 5-7 PM and will include a simple supper. “Talking Faith” is all about growing
and sharing your faith. We will sing, pray, break bread together, and most important, share
our faith with each other. The series is not about teaching others what to believe, but about
sharing what we believe.
Evangelism and spiritual growth are not competing activities. They are two sides of the same
coin. In order to develop a faith that lives and grows right alongside our daily lives, we need to find a way to use it
and act on it outside Mountain Shadows. In order to do that, we need to find a way to express what we hold to be true
in the words we use every day. We need to talk about it and not just with each other on Sunday. Comfortably sharing
our faith in the world we live in is one of the best gifts we can give back to God.
A signup sheet is available under the Ramada after worship. If you have questions about this program, contact me at
dan.linegar@gmail.com. Please join us for this exciting new program! Dan Linegar
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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EVANGELISM & COMMUNICATIONS: Audio Sermons Online
Don’t forget, you can listen to any sermon you may have missed by going to our website at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org. Go to the Resource tab and under that heading you
will find Sermons Audio. It’s a great way to stay connected to Mountain Shadows, even if
you are unable to attend Sunday worship. Dan Linegar

FINANCE: Monthly Financial Report
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent month, year-to-date
results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
August
2012

------------August
Actual

Regular Offerings
Other Income
Total Income

$

Total Expense
Income less Expense

2012
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

13,058
110
13,168

$
$

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

$

132,278
7,151
139,428

21,752

$

(8,584)

$

2011
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

135,847
7,260
143,107

$

131,867
14,100
145,967

161,643

$

163,172

$

153,989

(22,214)

$

(20,065)

$

(8,021)

If you have questions about the Church’s finances, please contact David Raffety, Church Treasurer at 544-7397.

GIFTING & STEWARDSHIP: Stewardship Operating Campaign
Sunday October 21 marks the start of our fall Stewardship Operating Campaign. While we
still have significant challenges ahead, we can see a path toward financial solvency after
2013 when our land loan should be paid. Please don’t forget to attend an important financial
presentation in the sanctuary Sunday October 21 following worship service. We will show
you where we have been and, hopefully, where we can be with your help. October 14 and
October 21 will have minute for mission messages you won’t want to miss, followed by
Commitment Sunday on November 11. Dave Smith

GIFTING & STEWARDSHIP: Church Celebration!
If you have been attending MSPC for few years, you may remember the cookouts we used to do
under the ramada. Well – they’re back!! Reformation Sunday October 28 we are celebrating
the church’s 15th anniversary under the ramada after service. We will be cooking
hamburgers, hot dogs, and chicken breasts with plenty of trimmings and even dessert! Please
sign-up under the ramada no later than October 21 so that everyone can get their favorite.
The Lord has surely blessed this church and we would like to share that joy with you as part of
this celebration. Dave Smith
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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MISSION & OUTREACH: Where Do Your Mission & Outreach Dollars Go?
Do you know that, aside from Personnel, Building & Grounds, and Mortgage expenses, the
largest portion of the Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church budget goes toward several
Mission & Outreach supported organizations? Here’s a summary to show you who benefits
from the generosity of our MSPC community.
A monthly donation is made to our own Presbytery de Cristo. Additionally MSPC has
made, or will be making, both designated and discretionary donations to: Frontera de Cristo,
U of A Presbyterian Campus Ministry, Interfaith Community Services, Papago United
Presbyterian Church, Middle Eastern Presbyterian Fellowship, House of Neighborly
Services, Pima County Council on Aging, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance – Middle East /
Syria, a New Church Development – “The Wells of Maricopa” – in Presbytery de Cristo, and the Tri-Community
Food Bank in Mammoth.
You all deserve a huge Thank You for your thoughtfulness, generosity, and proof positive that we are indeed a
Caring Community that is Centered in Christ. Skip Brauns

Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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Welcome, New Members of Mountain Shadows Church!
Francis Adams
Maryann Adams
Doris Johnson
Kay McGarvin
Ann Wright
So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members
one of another (Romans 12:5).

Caring for Community:
Supporting our Deacons & Strengthening Each Other
A Message from Pastor Rachel
The tagline for Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, based on our
congregation’s stated mission, is Centered in Christ, Caring for Community. We
are blessed by a Board of nine Deacons who faithfully care and pray for
segments of our congregation called mini-parishes. Every member and friend of
Mountain Shadows (including winter residents) who wishes to be included in a
mini-parish is assigned to a Deacon. If you are not yet in a mini-parish or you
do not know who your Deacon is, please contact Deacon Moderator Janice
Ahlquist at 520-399-6420 or janlahlquist@yahoo.com.
According to the Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church (USA), The ministry
of Deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, witness and service,
sharing the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the
lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or
structures, or anyone in distress (G-2.0201).
Sometimes, a congregation’s own members feel friendless or suffer from sickness. Sometimes Deacons themselves
experience distress.
At its September 2012 meeting, the Session of Mountain Shadows acted to ensure that in 2013, our whole
congregation will become better equipped to befriend the friendless, pray for the sick, and faithfully encourage
anyone of our church who is in distress.
The Session approved a ministry to begin in early 2013 called Congregational Care Partners. It will consist of
training for anyone (including winter residents!) of Mountain Shadows who wishes to become more aware,
informed, and skilled in the practice of one-on-one Christian care. It will not replace Deacons' ministries, but will
support them and enhance Mountain Shadows' mission to be caring for community. Participants in the
Congregational Care Partners training will learn about practicing compassion as a way of following Jesus, and gain
practical care skills including active listening, boundary-setting, praying aloud, and hospital visitation.
I am preparing to launch the Congregational Care Partners training at Mountain Shadows early next year. Please
watch for more information and pray for me as I lead our church in this new ministry.
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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Women’s Bible Study
Get ready for Fall and join us for our new study of the Epistles on Thursday,
October 4 at 2:00p.m. in the library. This new Horizons study is called
“Dispatches to God’s Household—The General Epistles” by Nancy BensonNicol.
The study covers the General Epistles of 1 & 2 Peter, 1-3 John and Jude. This
study speaks to needs of multiple generations of women and the study reflects
diversity, ecumenism, connectionalism and worship within the Christian
community.
We continue our study on Thursday, October 11 at 2:30p.m. (NOTE
CHANGE OF TIME!) We will be meeting on the 1st and 2nd Thursdays at
2:30p.m. for November and December for 2012. Take an hour out of your
busy schedule to study and pray with us.
See Judy Hans for a study book for a donation of $8.00. Call Judy at 8183285 for more information or email her at jhans@wbhsi.net.

November Newsletter
Articles
are due
October 15, 2012

OFFICE HOURS

Monday—Friday
8:00 a.m.—Noon

The Christian Community Building
Ministry Team has developed a
questionnaire to assess how it could better
serve the needs of the congregation. This
questionnaire will arrive in your email
inbox in the next two weeks, so please look
it over and respond accordingly. Simply
move your cursor over the answer box you
wish to check and click the mouse. You may
also write a response in the comment boxes
provided. Our goal is to identify ways to
bring the congregation together, so we
welcome all ideas and thoughts pertaining
to fellowship opportunities!

Taizé Worship Schedule
Sunday @ 5:00p.m.

October 14
November 11
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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October 2012
Sun

Mon
1:00PM
Christian
Community
Building
1:30PM
Membership
5:00PM
Talking Faith

7

8:30AM
Adult Bible
Study
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality

21

8:30AM
Adult Bible
Study
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality

28

8:30AM
Adult Bible
Study
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
MSPC’s 15th
Birthday
Celebration

1

We d

2

Thu

3

9

10

16
4:00PM
Gifting &
Stewardship

22

5:00PM
Talking Faith

29
5:00PM
Talking Faith

5

6

11

12

13

19

20

Women’s
Bible Study
3:45PM
Choir

15

1:00PM
Christian
Community
Building

4

2:00PM

5:00PM
Talking Faith

5:00PM
Talking Faith

Sat

Women’s
Bible Study
3:45PM
Choir

9:00AM
ESL

10:00AM
Deacons

Fri

2:00PM

9:00AM
ESL

8

14

8:30AM
Adult Bible
Study
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
5:00PM
Taizé

Tue

17

9:00AM

9:00AM
ESL

23

Fall Clean-Up
Party

3:45PM
Choir

24
9:00AM
ESL

1:00PM
Prayers &
Squares

18

25

26

Presbytery de
Cristo @
Community
Presbyterian in
Coolidge, AZ

27

3:45PM
Choir

3:00PM
Session

30

31
9:00AM
ESL

REFORMATION SUNDAY
OCTOBER 28TH
MSPC’S 15TH BIRTHAY!

Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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