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Suffering and Rejoicing Together: Congregational Care Partners
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. Now you
are the body of Christ and individually members of it. –1 Corinthians 12:26-27
Peace to you from Pastor Rachel. I write you this message at a time when our congregation is hurting because a few
of our beloved members are struggling with illness, injury and distress. It can be very hard to rejoice in the holidays
when people we love, or we ourselves, are in pain.
However! (and with God, there is always a great and hope-filled “however!”) we do not despair. We affirm that
Christ was born to bear our suffering. Christ came to teach us compassion. When we care for one another, we act as
the Body of Christ, making real the everyday, saving mercies of our living Lord.
My job as your pastor is to equip you for ministry. Your calling as the Body of Christ is to suffer in solidarity with
each other, always urging one another toward this reason to rejoice: God loves us and redeems us. Nothing is
impossible with God.
I feel strongly called by God to “step up” the ways I equip you to care for one another. Mountain Shadows’ session
has unanimously affirmed my plan to provide Congregational Care Partner Training for anyone of this
congregation. Whether you are a man or woman, a winter resident or a year-rounder, please consider
participating in the Congregational Care Partner Training described below.
CONGREGATIONAL CARE PARTNER TRAINING STARTS THURSDAY, JANUARY 10th at 9:30 a.m.
SIGN UP TODAY! Add your name to the sign-up at church or call 825-7858 to register.
This six-week training series is provided by your generous offerings to Mountain Shadows Church. Attendance at
all six sessions is highly recommended. The training is for anyone who ever saw another person suffering and
wondered, “How can I help?”
What? Congregational Care Partner Training
Where? Mountain Shadows’ Church Sanctuary
When? Six Consecutive Thursdays, January 10 through February 14, 2013
What time? 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Why? All Christians are called by God to share care and compassion with others.
Who Should Attend? Winter residents, men, women, year-round residents, Deacons, Elders, anyone who wants to
become better skilled in practical Christian caring.
What will it cost? It’s provided by your financial offerings to the church. Thank you.
Who will lead the training? Pastor Rachel Srubas and other qualified caring professionals.
What will you gain? Confidence in listening, supporting, praying, boundary-setting, and more.
What might you lose? Feelings of helplessness when faced with others’ needs and challenges.
What should you do today? Save those Thursday mornings! January 10-February 14, 2013.
Add your name to the sign-up sheet at church.

Pastor Rachel
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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Notes from the Director of Music
Another Year is Dawning – 1874
Frances Havergal wrote this poem for her New Year’s greeting cards. She never sent Christmas greetings because she
felt a deep commitment to rededicating oneself to the Lord every New Year’s Day. She wrote many other poems for
this occasion. A few days after writing this particular “prayer,” Frances found out that the company in America she
had contracted with went bankrupt in the Stock Market crash of 1873. She had hoped to be a published author in
America and thought the letter was her first royalty check. She needed this prayer herself.
Another year is dawning, dear Father, let it be
In working or in waiting, another year with Thee.
Another year of progress, another year of praise,
Another year of proving Thy presence all the days.

Another year of mercies, of faithfulness and grace,
Another year of gladness in the shining of Thy face;
Another year of leaning upon Thy loving breast;
Another year of trusting, of quiet, happy rest.

Another year of service, of witness for Thy love,
Another year of training for holier work above.
Another year is dawning, dear Father, let it be
On earth, or else in Heaven, another year for Thee.
At a later date the poem was set to music by Samuel Wesley, using the Aurelia melody.
The words to this hymn are timeless. “Another year is dawning….on earth, or else in Heaven, another year for thee.”
Happy New Year!
Choir Rehearsals are 3:45pm to 5:15pm every Thursday in the church.
If you have questions or would like more information about choir please feel free to call or email me! 520-982-2437
bcdame@comcast.net.

Charmaine Piane Dame

DEACONS: Layman’s Ten - Part 1
Someone has written these beautiful words. Read and try to understand the deep meaning
of it. They are like the ten commandments to follow in life all the time:
1. Prayer is not a “spare wheel” that you pull out when in trouble, but it is a “steering
wheel” that directs the right path throughout.
2. So why is a car’s windshield so large and the rear view mirror so small? Because our
past is not as important as our future. So, look ahead and move on.
3. Friendship is like a book. It takes few seconds to burn, but it takes years to write.
4. All thing in life are temporary. If it’s going well, enjoy it, that won’t last long. If it’s going badly, don’t worry,
that won’t last long either.
5. Old friends are gold! New friends are diamonds! If you get a diamond, don’t forget the gold! Because to hold a
diamond, you always need a base of gold!
If you really enjoy this, please pass it on to others. If may brighten someone’s day. Everything can change in the
blink of an eye. But don’t worry, God never blinks. Stay tuned for part 2!

MaryAnn Butler
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org

Page 2

ADULT FAITH FORMATION: New in the Library
America and Its Guns: A Theological Expose by James E. Atwood
Sadly, Atwood’s book is a timely addition to our library. America and Its Guns takes an
honest look, theologically and prophetically, at the role guns play in our society. Atwood, a
hunter himself, has spent thirty-six years as a Presbyterian pastor fighting against the easy
access to firearms. One reviewer wrote, “With searing insight, prophetic passion, and deep
wisdom, Jim Atwood challenges our country’s relationship with guns, which he rightly
describes as idolatry.”
God-Talk in America by Phyllis Tickle
An analysis of America’s new religious populism
In the Eye of the Storm: Swept to the Center by God by Gene Robinson
Author Gene Robinson paints a thoughtful portrait of his experience as the first openly gay Episcopal priest in
America.
Soul Survivor: How My Faith Survived the Church by Philip Yancey
Yancey offers insights for enriching the lives of both veteran believers and cautious believers. His story is for those
seeking to rekindle their faith or for those who yearn for something to have faith in.
Marshaling Support to Survive Breast Cancer: Self-Talk, Girl-talk, Doctor-Talk by Cheron Joy Mayhall
A memoir of the author’s year-long journey through treatment and the return to wellness
In the Company of Others by Jan Karon (large print edition)
Set against the music of Irish song and storytelling, Karon’s story reminds us of our need to be heard and the
reconciliation that comes with confession.
Resolving Everyday Conflict by Ken Sande and Kevin Johnson
The authors show how to resolve conflict as well as peace and harmony. They provide biblical guidance for resolving
conflicts to true, life-changing reconciliation with family, co-workers, and fellow believers.

Patti Albaugh

ADULT FAITH FORMATION: Feasting on the Word Adult Bible Study Continues!
Feasting on the Word is a weekly Sunday morning adult Bible study based on
lectionary texts (scriptures read in many churches during Sunday worship).
Drop-ins welcome! Regular attendance encouraged!
 Pick up a packet of Feasting on the Word resource sheets at the church sign-up
table under the ramada and plan to attend.
 Guest teacher for January 2013: Jayne Raffety


CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY BUILDING: Table of Friends
Table of Friends will begin in mid January. Everyone who signed up (or contacted
me) will be assigned to a Table of Friends group which will meet during the months
of January - April for fellowship, fun and feasting. Participants will receive a letter
in the mail sharing all the pertinent information. Shawne Cryderman
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org

Page 3

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY BUILDING: Annual Holiday Progressive Dinner
The progressive dinner was a huge success! The combination of having a "southern" (Sun
City) appetizer location and a "northern" appetizer location (SaddleBrooke), gathering in those
respective areas for the entree and then assembling at MSPC for dessert & the carol sing is just
perfect!!! The food was delicious at all locations, no one got lost and the fellowship was special.
Many thanks to the Smiths and the Nelsons for hosting the appetizer portion. Kudos to the entree
hosts - Julie & Gordon Wiens, Karen & Sherwin Koopmans, Mary Ann & Wayne Butler, Sally
& Mike Penner and Shawne Cryderman. And bravo to Charmaine for her ability to keep us all
on key and rapidly switch from carol to carol after our "shout out" requests. A grand time was
had by all! Shawne Cryderman

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY BUILDING
Christian Community Building Ministry Team Meeting for January will be held Monday, January
7th at 1:00 in room 3. New members are always welcome! Please join us as we work together to
build the fellowship of MSPC. No experience necessary - just a willingness to plan well, work hard
and have fun!!! Shawne Cryderman

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: New Nursery Care Provider
The Christian Education for Children and Youth Team is happy to announce that we have a
new Care Provider in the nursery. Nina DeConini is not new to most of us who have seen her
attending church regularly with five children. However, with Tiffany Stuart’s work
concluded, we are able to offer Nina the position. Nina has worked with children and families
in several positions locally. One of her former employers said, "Nina has more patience and ability to work with
children than anyone I have known. She is sympathetic, empathetic, kind, creative, and I would trust her with my
children, and with my life." Welcome Nina! Cassi Fraley

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Children’s Sunday School
Greetings from the Fabulous Sunday School of MSPC! We have begun our
'surprise' project and have extended it into February! So, now some of you are
asking yourselves, "I wonder what we might do to assist Linda and Jezzica in the
Sunday School." First of all, let me share you with you that we are creating PH PROJECT HOMELESS. We are packing up shoe boxes and Linda will be
delivering them to a location on 22nd street where a group of homeless men live
most of the year. Secondly, here is what you can do: Chapsticks, white socks, a
case of water, small bottles of sunscreen, small bottles of hand sanitizer, granola
bars and a small can opener - we need one case of water but 10 of each of the others. Linda has collected soap and
shampoo. We could use a few more shoe boxes (we have collected some from Jezzica's school). To see what you can
do please email to llazzeroni@msn.com so that I don't receive 10 cases of water and no lip balm!!Thanks for all you
do for our MSPC children. Linda Lazzeroni
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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EVANGELISM & COMMUNICATIONS: E-Oracle - GO GREEN!
GO GREEN! Email Stacy at office@mountainshadowschurch.org if you wish to receive the
Oracle via email and she will place you on the list. If you like to read a printed copy, you can
easily print the electronic version at home, or save a tree and read the latest happenings at
Mountain Shadows online. Members and visitors that do not GO GREEN can pick up the printed
version at church on the first Sunday of the month. Any not picked up, will be mailed. SAVE the
PLANET - GO GREEN! Dan Linegar

EVANGELISM & COMMUNICATIONS: Audio Sermons Online
Don’t forget, you can listen to any sermon you may have missed by going to our website at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org. Go to the Resource tab and under that heading you
will find Sermons Audio. It’s a great way to stay connected to Mountain Shadows, even if
you are unable to attend Sunday worship. Dan Linegar

FACILITES: Memorial Garden and Columbarium
The response to this project has been very good. Many people stayed after services to
attend the presentation in September, asking some great questions and showing a lot of
interest. With the number of committed reservations, donations to the Eagle Scout
gardens and the indicated interest in participating, we feel confident enough to continue
with the project. In fact, we have scheduled the beginning of construction to be in January
2013.
Thanks to your firm commitments, your donations and the savings we will realize with the donated labor of the
scouts, this addition, not just to the facilities, but to the services provided by Mountain Shadows will soon be a
reality. If you have any questions, or to make a reservation or donation, please contact Dave Smith @ 818-9239.

FINANCE: Monthly Financial Report
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent month, year-to-date
results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
November
2012

------------November
Actual

Regular Offerings
Other Income
Total Income

$

2012
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

21,275
457
21,732

Total Expense

$

Income less Expense

$

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

$

184,270
8,257
192,527

14,510

$

7,221

$

2011
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

195,133
7,922
203,056

$

175,966
14,937
190,904

214,395

$

221,914

$

210,002

(21,868)

$

(18,859)

$

(19,098)

If you have questions about the Church’s finances, please contact David Raffety, Church Treasurer at 544-7397.
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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GIFTING & STEWARDSHIP: Per Capita Assessment
Each year our Presbyterian Church (USA) does an assessment of each church in the Presbytery based upon the
number of members reported by the Clerk of the Session. This assessment only applies to church members. Affiliate
members, visitors, and friends of the church are not included in the assessment.
This year Mountain Shadows’ assessment is $31 per member based upon 139 members.
Unlike other offerings, this “per capita” assessment is sent to each church as a bill to be
paid. This money goes to support the administrative work of our church throughout the
country. Each governing body above the Session has staff members and expenses that need
to be paid. Accordingly, we will be making a payment of $4,309 to the Presbytery out of
our general fund in February to meet our per capita obligation.
Your help in making a contribution to Mountain Shadows to cover your individual. Assessment would be of great
assistance in offsetting the church’s obligation. Dave Smith

MEMBERSHIP: Get to Know Our New Members
Doris Johnson: Born December 3, 1940 to Edwin & Elise Zeltwanger in Geneva,
New York. Oldest of 8 siblings, I was always a caregiver. Married in 1959. Raised
4 children, 2 boys and 2 girls. I now have 7 grandchildren and 4 greatgrandchildren
and 1 more that will be here in January. After my children were older, I went back
to school, became a Practical Nurse and worked 20 years as such. Now I am a
Herbalife Distributor because I believe in good nutrition and good health for
everyone.

Ann Wright: Phil and I were high school sweethearts in Rochester, Minnesota,
where we both spent our first 24 years, except for college. Phil was an art teacher
and coach, and I worked in a specialized hematology lab in Boston and then
Schenectady, New York. We have 2 children, P. J. and Julie and 6 grandchildren.
We came to SaddleBrooke in 1994. Phil died in December of last year. We both
lived a happy life and have been blessed in so many ways.

MISSION & OUTREACH: “Gifts of Hope” Alternative Gift Market Supports Mission Agencies
Join us at the GIFTS OF HOPE Alternative Gift
Market and Mission Fair on Sunday February
17th! Come and See the displays under the
ramada, Visit with agency representatives, and
plan to Purchase $5, $10, $25, & $100 gifts that
Jayne Raffety
support good causes!!
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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MISSION & OUTREACH: Adopt-A-Family
Blessings on the members of this congregation for their generosity during the Advent Season!
Your support of the program not only helped us completely supply Christmas for 5 families, but
we are also providing small Christmas bags to 52 home bound seniors in the Catalina area.
Working with Catalina Community Services, each senior will receive a bag containing a
Christmas mug with candy; notepad with pen, pencil, envelopes & stamps; a package of tea,
coffee, oatmeal, hot chocolate, and a candy cane! Through your prayers, purchases, donations, and
support with wrapping and distribution you have touched the lives of 32 people in 5 families, and 52 seniors!
Remembering those who might not enjoy a Merry Christmas not only brings smiles, but the realization that people
you may never meet care about you. May you all enjoy a very Happy New Year, knowing how many hearts you
have touched this season. Nan Nasser

MISSION & OUTREACH: A Year End Just Coffee Report
Last January, soon after returning from a trip to Chiapas, Mexico, I challenged this congregation
to buying 400 pounds of Just Coffee. (In 2011, we sold only 250lbs) This challenge was given
with three reasons for buying this coffee:
1. It was good! Pure, organic, shade grown Arabica Coffee
2. It was grown, roasted and marketed in Mexico, thereby ensuring all profits remained with the growers.
3. And most important, it allowed growers to stay on the lands, provided health insurance and many village
improvements including new schools and fresh water.
You heard the challenge and responded! You and friends outside our membership purchased 496 pounds of
coffee!! The growers and their families say "Thank You!" Can we purchase even more in 2013? Irene Camp

MISSION & OUTREACH: Blood Drive in Honor of Dean Gibbs
Sunday, January 6, 2013, 11:00-4:00. Please invite friends and neighbors to donate blood. A
Red Cross mobile unit will be in the church parking lot. Snacks will be provided. Please
contact Selina Moraga, with the Red Cross at 260-7806 to arrange your appointment.
GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE!

Women’s Bible Study
Start the New year right and join the Women’s Bible Study on January 3 and 10 at 2:30 in
room 4 for lesson 4 of our current study, The General Epistles. Each study month can stand
alone, so even if you were not with us this Fall, come join our study. January’s lesson is titled
“The Help” - we all need that - and the scripture is 1 Peter 2:11-25. Please call or email
Judy Hans for more information, 818-3285 or jhans@wbhsi.net.
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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Ronald McMurray died into everlasting life on October 16, 2012. He and his wife, Betty, joined
Mt Shadows soon after it was founded. Ron enjoyed singing in the choir and his new church. He
did this while still a rostered Lutheran worker/consultant for the ELCA. He loved Mt. Shadows
dearly. Memorials in his name may go to Mt. Shadows. (For those of you who are not aware,
Betty is the author of the lyrics to our very own “Mountain Shadows” hymn).
In life and in death, we belong to God. The Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church family gives
thanks for the lives of Herb Jones and Dean Gibbs. We surround Sis Jones and Penny Gibbs with
loving prayer. Please plan to attend services of worship in memory of Dean Gibbs on
Wednesday, January 16 at 2:00 p.m. and in memory of Herb Jones on Sunday, January 20 at
2:00 p.m.
We are looking for some volunteers to help in the church office during times that Stacy will be on
vacation. If you are available for an hour or two during morning office hours and can assist on an as
needed basis, please contact Stacy at the church office at 825-7858 or sign-up under the ramada.
THANKS!!
Market on the Move - Saturday, January 26, 8-11 at Santa Catalina Parish, 14380 N. Oracle Rd.
Market on the Move is an organization of like-minded volunteers who bond together to rescue
fresh fruits and vegetables and distribute to everyone especially to the needy and hungry families.
All are welcome! Market o the Move will be held on the 4th Saturday of each month though May
at Santa Catalina Catholic Church. Up to 60 pounds of fresh produce for just a $10 donation. For
more information, please contact Pierce or Wilene Cornelius at 219-7193.
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
Tuesday, January 1, 2013
Monday, January 21, 2013
for Martin Luther King Day

F_\ru[ry N_wsl_tt_r @rti]l_s
[r_ ^u_
J[nu[ry 15, 2012
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—Friday

LIVING WELL SUPPORT GROUP:
Facing Serious Health Challenges Together
Our support group for anyone whose life
is impacted by ongoing health issues
will re-commence meeting on Monday,
January 7 at 3:00 p.m. in room 3. It was
formally scheduled for a January 14
start, but now it appears the need is great
for us to gather as soon as possible after
the holidays. Please come for our
discussion, and hopefully a deposit to
your store of hope and comfort, if this is a need in your
life. For more information, contact Cheron Mayhall at 825
-9863 or cheronjoy@earthlink.net.

8:00 a.m.—Noon

Taizé Worship Schedule
Sunday @ 5:00p.m.

January 13
February 10

You are invited to a simulcast of the
Calvin College January Series
beginning January 3 and continuing
weekdays through January 23, at
10:30 a.m. at St. Andrews
Presbyterian Church, 7650 N. Paseo Del Norte. The
website, www.calvin.edu/january/2013 lists topics and
nationally known speakers: Cokie Robers, Sheryl
WuDunn, etc. Free.

Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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January 2013
Sun

Mon

Tue

We d

1

Thu

2

MOUNTAIN SHADOWS ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
SUNDAY, JANURY 27TH @ 11:30

6

8:30AM
Adult Bible
Study
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Blood Drive
In Honor of
Dean Gibbs

13

8:30AM
Adult Bible
Study
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
5:00PM
Taizé

20

8:30AM
Adult Bible
Study
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
2:00PM
Herb Jones
Memorial

27

8:30AM
Adult Bible
Study
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
11:30AM
Annual
Congregational
Meeting

12:30 PM
Membership
2:30PM
Christian
Community
Building
3:00PM
Living Well
Support
Group

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

7

8

9
9:00AM
ESL

14

15

10:00AM
New Deacon
Orientation &
Deacons
Meeting
(lunch included)
1:00PM
Nominating
Committee

16
9:00AM
ESL
2:00PM
Dean Gibbs
Memorial
Service

21

22

OFFICE
CLOSED
FOR
MARTIN
LUTHER
KING, JR.
DAY

23
9:00AM
ESL
1:00PM
New Elder
Orientation &
Session Mtg.
(refreshments
included)

28

29
1:00PM
Prayers &
Squares

30
9:00AM
ESL

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

25

26

9:30AM
Congregational
Care Partners
Training
2:30PM
Women’s Bible
Study
3:45PM
Choir

9:30AM
Congregational
Care Partners
Training
2:30PM
Women’s Bible
Study
3:45PM
Choir

9:30AM
Congregational
Care Partners
Training
3:45PM
Choir

24
9:30AM
Congregational
Care Partners
Training
3:45PM
Choir

PRESBYTERY DE CRISTO
ANNUAL MEETING
1ST PRESBETERIAN CHURCH
MESA, AZ

31
9:30AM
Congregational
Care Partners
Training
3:45PM
Choir

Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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