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God Provides: On Stewardship, Sabbatical, Leadership and Gratitude
The season for giving thanks is here. Every time I set foot on our church’s patio
and “survey the wondrous cross” that now stands in our church’s memorial garden, I
give thanks—for Jesus crucified and risen, for the great cloud of Christian witnesses, for
our congregation, and for the innumerable provisions of our God. On Stewardship
Commitment Sunday, November 17, 2013, let us recommit ourselves to God and
the gospel by committing to support the church financially in 2014.
Gratefully, I have served as your pastor for seven years now. I was installed in
this ministry on November 4, 2006. Mountain Shadows’ faithful stewardship of its Godgiven resources includes caring for your pastor. Thanks to your recognition of a fulltime pastor’s need for periodic rest and replenishment, my pastoral Terms of Call
include our congregation’s commitment to grant me a three-month sabbatical in 2014.
The Session has approved a Lenten pastoral sabbatical, February through April of 2014. Emulating Jesus’ 40
days in the desert, I will take time away from active church ministry to rest, reflect, pray, study, and write. These
are Biblical spiritual practices that restore a pastor’s flagging spirit. With thankful anticipation, I already
appreciate my much-needed sabbatical.
Great news! God provides. God has already provided the pastor who will serve and lead Mountain
Shadows while I am away on sabbatical. The Reverend John Cheek will serve as Mountain Shadows’
Substitute Pastor, February through April, 2014. Moderated by Elder Gay Russell, the Personnel Ministry
Team, whose members are Bill Pearsey and Rita Smith, conducted a careful pastoral search and interview process
with guidance from Presbytery de Cristo Pastor, Rev. Sue Westfall. The Personnel Ministry Team recommended
Rev. John Cheek to the Session, which enthusiastically and unanimously acted to secure him as the substitute
pastor to serve our congregation, February through April, 2014. John has happily accepted the invitation to serve
Mountain Shadows during that period. His ministry will help keep you flourishing in faith and will truly free me to
be away to rest, reflect, pray, study, and write.
Rev. John Cheek is my friend in faith and my trusted colleague in pastoral ministry. On several
Sundays, he has preached in Mountain Shadows’ pulpit when I have been on study leave or vacation. He taught
one of our Congregational Care Partner classes early in 2013. He even baptized one of Skip and Judi Brauns’
granddaughters! Our congregation already holds John in fond respect. Future issues of The Oracle newsletter will
include more information about him and his ministry. I believe God is providing, in John, just the right pastor to
minister with Mountain Shadows for three months, starting in February of 2014. How very grateful I am!
Please join me in giving thanks for the provisions God prepares even before we ask. Please express
your gratitude, as well, to the members of the Personnel Ministry Team and the Session. These church
members and elders devote hours of energy, intelligence, imagination and love to governing our church in
fidelity to God’s Word.
My pastoral sabbatical is three months away. I am very much with you, glad for the present and hopeful for
a year ahead that promises to renew us all. This month, you can help ensure the Christian vitality and depth of
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church’s ministries by making a spiritual and financial commitment to Christ and
the congregation for 2014. On Sunday, November 17, 2013, when you place your stewardship commitment
card in the offering plate, please recommit yourself to Jesus and this community of his followers. Commit to
regularly worshiping God with us. Commit to participating in the ministries that take place between Sundays.
Commit to giving thanks and praise always to God, whose gracious providence is magnified when we share our
bounty gratefully.
Thankfully, Pastor Rachel
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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Notes from the Director of Music
Psalm 96:1

The entire month of November is dedicated to the joy of praising God through music. This is an invitation
to every member of the congregation, in company with the choir, to energetically proclaim God’s presence
in song! Let’s encourage one another to find our voices and rejoice in uplifting music.
Did you know every hymn and anthem sung during worship is specifically chosen because of its relevance
to the scripture and prayers of the day? The words for many of our favorite hymns are based on scripture.
Let’s be conscious of the scriptural message, whether we are listening, praying aloud or singing together.
November 24 has been designated “Singing Sunday!” The choir and I will introduce various new hymns.
The hymns will eventually be incorporated into Mountain Shadows’ musical repertoire.
I hope that after our musical month, you might consider joining the choir. Are you concerned your voice
isn’t up to “par”? I would be more than willing to meet with you. All you need is a desire to praise God in
song. Give me call 982-2437 or an email is always welcome. bcdame@comcast.net

Charmaine Piane Dame

DEACONS: A Praise and a Thank You Lord
What a great sermon we heard Sunday, October 13. Pastor Rachel told a short story about her bad tooth last
Easter and how her dentist made it possible for her to be able to preach during the busiest time of the year
for her. Our Lord is great.
Now I will tell you a story of my own: So as many of you know, after being told by
doctors that my husband has dementia and a bunch of tests being performed during the
last year, I attended a couple of workshops held by the Alzheimer’s Association. The
first one was held at our own church, and let me tell you, they were very good. I
thought “what a blessing, the timing is perfect for me, I really need this.”
I got a lot of good info, put things in motion, had a counselor come to the house that
gave us a lot of resources and ideas, and then continued living our lives with joy and
peace. With joy, for I still have my husband with me and we can still communicate
with each other and with peace, because I did not feel alone on this journey. Our
church family is so important to us and we feel everyone’s arms around us. But more
important, I feel the Lord’s presence and His love and protection is never ending.
So, as it turned out, we went for the test results the other day, and the specialist gave us the news that my
husband does not have dementia, that he does have some kind of cognitive something or another but that at
this time he does not have dementia. What a great blessing. What a relief. Yes, he has bad anxiety and we
have to try to control it. But he doesn’t have dementia.
At the same time that we are given this great news, my partner at work, who had been encouraging me,
lending her support, finds out that her husband has Alzheimer’s. That journey that I had been going
through and learning is now benefiting someone else. This is when I can see the hand of our Lord in
everything. We never know why we are going through some unpleasant things. But if we really look, we
can see God all around us. I thank my Lord for all my blessings and for allowing me to see the positive and
not the negative. Pamela Schultz with gracious permission from Carl Schultz
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org

Are you leaving a legacy of “red tape” for your heirs? A will can cut confusion and save headaches for your heirs. Your will can
benefit your church too.
…...a thought from the Legacy Ministry

“O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.”

Page 2

SESSION: Notes from the Clerk
At its special meeting on 10/06/13 Mountain Shadows' Session approved the hiring of Rev. John
Cheek to serve as Substitute Pastor during Rev. Rachel Srubas's sabbatical, February through April,
2014. At its stated meeting on 10/23/13, the Session met with guests Carlton Wiens and Nan
Nasser to hear creative ideas for welcoming new people to worship with us through Invitation
Ministry and enhanced advertising. Complete Session minutes are available in the MSPC office.

If you have moved from another state since writing your will, have it reviewed by an attorney in your new home state.
How about your new church - is it in your will?
…...a thought from the Legacy Ministry

Kay McGarvin

ADULT FAITH FORMATION: Spiritual Formation & Social Transformation
When: Wednesdays, November 6 and 13 from 3:00-4:30p.m.
Where: Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, room 3
SIGN UP TODAY!
Led by Pastor Rachel
Are you troubled by the suffering and injustice in the world? How might your soul's
responses to social injustice go deeper than to-do lists for God? Prayer, silence, study, service, and
conversation about deeper concerns than weather and sports are Christian spiritual formation practices.
Through these, the Holy Spirit forms Christians into more compassionate, courageous people who make a
life-giving impact on a broken, fearful world. Sign up to attend this introductory class, and the Spirit might
lead you and friends of faith to commit to spiritual practices and seek God's peace and justice for others.

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY BUILDING MINISTRY TEAM (CCBMT)
The Holiday Progressive Dinner will be held on Sunday, Dec. 15. “North Appetizers”
will be held at the Smith house in SaddleBrooke. We are looking for a “South
Appetizer” location. Sign-up Sunday Nov 3, 10, 7, 24, and Dec. 1 & 8. Letters telling
attendees where their entrée meal will be eaten will go out Monday, Dec. 9. Anyone
interested in hosting the entrée portion of the progressive dinner should contact any
member of the CCBMT.
The main entrée will be a delicious chicken crock pot recipe which can be served with
rice. Non-host participants will be asked to provide an appetizer, a salad or veggie, or a
delicious dessert. Shawne Cryderman
Table of Friends will begin in January. Sign-up Sunday Dec. 1, 8, 15, & 22.
Letters will be sent out to participants the week of January 6, 2014. All are welcome
to join in this fun adventure, which allows MSPC congregants a chance to get to
know each other and share meals plus other activities! Shawne Cryderman

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Serving Children, Supporting Parents
The Christian Education for Children and Youth Team is reaching out to the people of
Mountain Shadows and our community. On Sunday, December 8th we will host a
"Parents Day Out" from 11:30 to 4:30. Children will stay at church doing Advent
activities while their parents shop or spend some quality time alone. We need your help.
Please sign up with Cassi 342-7732 and stay at church with the kids AND tell your friends
and neighbors about the event. Flyers will be available for distribution to businesses in the
area. Thanks for your support and enthusiasm! Cassi Fraley
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Hello Supportive Congregants!!
We are back in swing for the Fall session of Sunday School at MSPC. We began with the story of
Joseph and his coat. We are going to spend a few more Sundays on Joseph and other times in his
life. Each Sunday I bring fresh fruit and some other type of snack. We then discuss some events
that happened in our lives over the previous week. After that we work on a craft - usually one that
represents the lesson.
Jessica is happily working away at the University of Arizona where she is carrying 18 credits and is staying on
campus. I think she would love to hear from some of you at Parker Residence Hall, 1775 E. 1st St. Tucson,
AZ 85719. (Her 18th birthday was on October 30th.) Someone stole her bicycle a week ago but her father quickly
got her another one and gave her a lock installation lesson using four locks and a cable (they took the first lock AND
cable with the bike!). Lessons in life which come with a cost are usually lessons learned. (We are hoping!)
We encourage visiting families to drop their children off with us in Sunday School as we are a fun bunch!

Linda Lazzeroni lazzeronillazzeroni@msn.com

Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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FINANCE: Monthly Financial Report
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent month,
year-to-date results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
September
2013

------------September
Actual

Regular Offerings
Other Income
Total Income

$

Total Expense
Income less Expense

2013
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

11,035
31
11,066

$

15,630

$

(4,564)

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

$

157,144
9,666
166,811

$
$

2012
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

153,704
7,781
161,485

$

153,328
7,351
160,679

176,437

$

183,195

$

180,177

(9,626)

$

(21,710)

$

(19,498)

If you have questions about the Church’s finances, please contact Mike Penner, Chair of the Finance Ministry Team,
or David Raffety, Church Treasurer.
If you believe all you have received in your lifetime is a gift from God, then shouldn’t a bequest to your church
be included in your will? ….a thought from Legacy Ministry

FACILITIES: Facilities 101
As I walk through MSPC buildings, I have occasionally seen a thermostat with a “HLD”
temperature indication. All the thermostats are pre-programmed to a specific temperature
profile depending upon when people are likely to be in a building. If it is too warm in the room,
simply push the down arrow next to the temperature indicator. This will temporarily override
the pre-programed temperature until the next programed change. By setting a temperature and
pressing the hold button, you are overriding the next program change; the temperature you
have selected will be maintained until the hold is removed by selecting “run program.” By
doing this we can all help to keep our utility costs under control. Questions – please see
someone from the Facilities Team – Dan Linegar, Karl Kuelwein, Keith Verbeck, or myself.

Dave Smith

FACILITIES: Facilities 102
Most of you know that lights for the sanctuary are operated by slide switches located at the rear of the
sanctuary. If you turn off the lights in the sanctuary, please be sure to slide the switches all the way
down until you hear or feel a “click.” This indicates the lights are off, rather than on at a low voltage.

Dave Smith
A homemade will could be worse than no will at all. Be sure your will is legal - and consider naming your
church as the final beneficiary. ….a thought from Legacy Ministry
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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GIFTING & STEWARDSHIP: Stewardship Thinking
Last month I asked you to consider what it means to be a steward, that is, a person who takes
care of someone or something. This month I invite you to emphasize a key part of the
definition: stewardship is taking care of something entrusted to you. If we are found faithful,
then we can be trusted to be guardians and stewards of God’s mysteries and Christ’s
teachings, embodied within the walls and hearts of the members and participants of Mountain
Shadows Presbyterian Church. If we are found faithful, in little, we celebrate God’s joy in our
gifts small and large. If we are found faithful, in much, we acknowledge our abundance and
give accordingly. If we are found faithful, in all, we see the many opportunities to give, love,
and serve.
Every November we formalize our giving so the Session can plan for the coming year and beyond. Stewardship is
not just a campaign that we dread every year. Stewardship, taking care of those things entrusted to us, calls for a
way of thinking, which we will call stewardship thinking. Stewardship thinking directs our lives and decisions each
day. It’s thinking about our gifts—what we have, how we use them and how we share them. It’s planning for the
coming year so buildings, missions and teachings entrusted to us can continue to spread the good news of Christ’s
love and healing. Stewardship thinking reminds us of our communal history, of our opportunities for being part of
community, and of our unique contributions to each other. None of us is as strong as all of us! Stewardship
commitment is Sunday, November 17. Patti Albaugh

HEALTH MINISTRY: Caregiver Workshop
YOU ARE NOT ALONE

Caregiver Workshop

Learn How to Get the Support You Need!!
Friday, November 1, 2013
12:30 - 3:00 p.m.
at Vista de la Montana United Methodist Church
3001 E. Miravista Lane (off Oracle, south of Golder)
Register by calling 825-1985 OR 297-6053
You may also arrange free respite care on site provided by BY YOUR SIDE when you call to RSVP. Pick up a flier
with more information at the MSPC Health Ministry Table.
This event is sponsored by MSPC, Santa Catalina Catholic and the Vista de la Montana Methodist Church.

MEMBERSHIP: Church Membership Inquirers’ Lunch & Class
Please join us on Sunday, November 10 at 11:30 a.m. for our Membership
Inquirer’s Class and Luncheon. We would love to share the good news with you
about membership at Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church. The strength that can
come from life in such a spiritual community was reflected in the comment of one
individual who stated, in response to the question why he became a member,
“Because I can’t follow Jesus alone; it’s too hard.”
For more information, please contact Freja Cranston at 638-8980 or
frejacr@gmail.com or sign up under the ramada. Freja Cranston
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org

Page 6

MISSION & OUTREACH: MSPC Thanksgiving Food Collection
There is a Thanksgiving hymn that says: “And lest the world go hungry while we ourselves are fed, make each of
us more ready to share our daily bread.” (Come, Sing a Song of Harvest).
We will host our annual Thanksgiving food collection for Catalina Community Services,
with that verse in our minds and hearts. Beginning Sunday, November 3 there will be
signup sheets on the ramada for you to select nonperishable food items suitable for a
Thanksgiving meal. The food may be brought to the church at any time, and will be
delivered each Monday through November 25. These sheets are a guideline, intending to
help us provide a variety of items for the food baskets.
Cash and checks (made payable to MSPC) will be delivered to CCS in a timely fashion. There will also be an
opportunity for you to purchase food store gift cards that can be used to purchase turkeys, or other needed items.
Questions may be answered by Nan Nasser 825-1245 or NanNasser@aol.com.
(In December we will have our annual Adopt-A-Family program, helping our neighbors in the Tri-Community area
of San Manuel and Mammoth – stay tuned!) Nan Nasser

MISSION & OUTREACH: Be A Mission Connector! SUPPORT OUR MISSION PARTNERS
Presently, Mountain Shadows is in relationship with and financially supports six
designated Mission Partners. We support 3 Food Banks with grocery donations
throughout the year and a monthly sock drive for the homeless. Mountain Shadows
also participates in area Thanksgiving and Christmas food and gift programs and
promotes "Market on the Move.” Keeping connected is important! And Mission
connectors from our congregation do just that - keep us connected to our mission
partners' programs, progress and needs. A quarterly phone call is all it takes to let our
mission friends know that we are praying for them and interested in their good service in
God's greater community! Might you consider filling in one of the blanks below???
Just Coffee and Frontera de Cristo - Irene Camp, Mission Connector
Presbyterian Campus Ministry (PCM) and Cross Street Ministries - Helen Wiens, Mission Connector
Habitat for Humanity - ___________________________________, Mission Connector
Interfaith Community Services - ____________________________________, Mission Connector
Market on the Move - Pierce and Wilene Cornelius, Mission Connector
Middle Eastern Fellowship - ________________________________, Mission Connector
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and World Missions - Jayne Raffety, Mission Connector
Catalina Community Services - _________________________________, Mission Connector
Tri-Community Services - __________________________________, Mission Connector

Jayne Raffety
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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MISSION & OUTREACH: Just Coffee

Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org

The cost of writing a will may be the best bargain you ever receive. It costs little compared to what you can save for your heirs - and
it can make possible a gift to your church.
…...a thought from the Legacy Ministry

Remember MSPC’s goal for 2013 is to sell 500 pounds of Just Coffee. We are nearing 400 pounds!! As a
reward for your faithful ness to this mission, enjoy a few fun facts about the coffee you drink. Irene Camp
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On September 24th, the cross for the MSPC Columbarium and
Memorial Wall Garden was installed. The cross was designed
and created by Chris Nast of Firestick Creations. The final
design was chosen by a committee composed of Elders Dave
Smith, Gay Russell, and Pastor Rachel. The Celtic cross is
steel and about 10 feet in height and weighs over 700 pounds.
The installation was accomplished by utilizing a crane to lift
the cross from the truck bed over to the base between the two
walls. The step by step installation photos can be viewed on
the MSPC Web site, http://www.mountainshadowschurch.org.
For those without access to the Internet, a photo is below. The
cross will be dedicated at a later date, possibly some in
November. Meanwhile, please enjoy the beauty of the cross
against the background of our beautiful Catalina Mountains.

FOR THE MEDITATORS AMONGST US
Whether or not you are familiar
with the daily meditation
website www.d365.org, you
might especially want to check
it out the week of Nov. 1117. The writer is someone you
may know.
d365.org, a daily online devotional series, was
created and is produced by Passport, Inc.
<http://www.passportcamps.org>
Passport is a student ministry organization focused
on creating meaningful experiences and resources
for students.
d365.org is sponsored by three denominational
partners: the Congregational Life office of the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
<http://www.d365.org/redirects/cbf.php>,
the Youth and Young Adult Ministries of the
Presbyterian Church (USA)
<http://www.d365.org/redirects/pcusa.php>,
and the Youth Ministries Office of The Episcopal
Church
<http://www.d365.org/redirects/tec.php>.

The new banners, “the true vine,
and bear much fruit” are for
Ordinary Time, a time of renewal
and regeneration of our spiritual
lives. The grapes and vines remind
us of the Fall harvest times, and also
communion with bread and wine.
Contact Helen Wiens at 818‐9013
for tickets or more information.

“I am the vine; you are the branches.” John 15:5

Women’s Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study continues for November on Thursdays, November 7 &14 from 2:303:45 p.m.
We will be studying Lesson 2, “God’s Call to Serve.” The key scripture to the study is
Exodus 2:11-22 & 3:1-15. God’s promise to Moses is also to us, “I will be with you.”
If you have every felt like an alien in your own community, what, if anything, helped you feel more at home.
Think about joining us for the continuing study. If you need a study book, contact Judy Hans at jhans@wbhsi.net
or 818-3285.
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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GO ON A PILGRIMAGE, VICARIOUSLY!
Cheron and Bill Mayhall walked 90 miles on the Camino de Santiago in northern Spain this past
March/April, arriving at the cathedral in Compostela at the close of Holy Week. They will be
presenting a slide show and sharing their impressions of this pilgrimage in our MSPC sanctuary on
Friday, November 8, 4-5:30 p.m. All members and friends are invited to share the adventure.
Our Health Ministry Team supports this event as part of its mission to raise the spiritual and
physical health of our church family and the wider community.
Please feel free to invite friends and neighbors who might be interested. This pilgrimage, which has been going on
for over 1,000 years, honors the memory and work of St. James the Apostle, who is said to have taken Christ’s
message to the “end of the earth,” which was the far northwest corner of the Iberian Peninsula at the time of Jesus’
death.
On Sunday mornings at
8:30 a.m. throughout
November, join Randi
Thekan and Carlton Wiens
who will lead a foursession educational series
about using the spiritual
resources available on your computer or
tablet. If you find your computing device to be a
challenge, then after church, on the class days, at
11:30 a.m., we can offer help with those
frustrating things. Enhance your spiritual life
with technology and join us on Sunday
mornings!

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
SATURDAYS
NOV. 2, 9, 16, & 23
at 8:00 a.m.

Monday—Friday
8:00 a.m.—Noon

D_]_m\_r N_wsl_tt_r @rti]l_s
[r_ ^u_
Nov_m\_r 15, 2013

The Living Well support group, for
people in our community who are
challenged by serious health concerns,
will resume on Monday, November 4
at 3:00 p.m. If you or someone you
love could benefit from sharing the
wisdom and joy of others who are managing lives
stressed by chronic disease or disability, please write
the November 4 date on your calendar and show up at
3 p.m. in the MSPC Library. You won't regret it! For
more information, contact Janet Dawson, 818-2407;
Sue Pearsey, 818-9777; or Cheron Mayhall, 8259863 (press 1 to leave message).

DON’T

FORGET…you can

listen to any sermon you may have
missed by going to our website at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org.
Go to the Resource tab and under that
heading you will find Sermons Audio.
It’s a great way to stay connected to Mountain Shadows,
even if you are unable to attend Sunday worship.
E-Oracle Newsletter! Just a reminder
that you can receive your Oracle via
email. Email Stacy Rogers at
office@mountainshadowschurch.org and
she will add you to the email list. You
can also view or download the Oracle at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org, under the Resources
tab. Either way, view the Oracle in FULL COLOR and
receive it sooner!
For those who want to continue to receive a paper copy,
please pick up your copy the 1st Sunday of the month,
under the ramada. Those not picked up will be mailed.

Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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November 2013
Sun

Mon

Tue

We d

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
NOVEMBER 17TH: STEWARDARDSHIP COMMITMENT

8:00AM
Men’s
Fellowship

2

NOVEMBER 24TH: SINGING SUNDAY

3

8:30AM
Spiritual Life
with
Technology
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
11:30
Health
Ministry

12:30PM
Membership

24

8:30AM
Spiritual Life
with
Technology
10:00AM
Worship
11:00PM
Hospitality

6
9:00AM
ESL
3:00PM
Spiritual
Formation &
Social
Transformation

3:00PM
Living Well

11

12

10:00AM
Deacons
3:00PM
Living Well

17

8:30AM
Spiritual Life
with
Technology
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
Stewardship
Commitment

5

1:30PM
CCBMT

10

8:30AM
Spiritual Life
with
Technology
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
11:30AM
Membership
Class & Lunch

4

18

2:30PM
Women’s
Bible Study

14

9
8:00AM
Men’s
Fellowship

15

16
8:00AM
Men’s
Fellowship

2:30PM
Women’s
Bible Study
3:45PM
Choir

20
9:00AM
ESL

8
4:00PM
Pilgrimage on
the Camino/
Compostela
Presentation
with the
Mayhalls

3:45PM
Choir

13

9:00AM
ESL
3:00PM
Spiritual
Formation &
Social
Transformation
3:00PM
Legacy Ministry

19

10:00AM
Deacons

7

21

22

23
8:00AM
Men’s
Fellowship

3:45PM
Choir

3:00PM
Session

25

26
1:00PM
Prayers &
Squares

27

28

29

30

9:00AM
ESL

OFFICE CLOSED
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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