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A December Ministry Sampling: Something for Everyone!
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church will offer a multitude of ministries on the
December days before Christmas. Here are just a few….
Sunday, December 1, Rev. Mark Adams will preach and preside at Holy
Communion at Mountain Shadows. Mark Adams and Miriam Maldonado Escobar
are mission co-workers with the Presbyterian Border Ministry in Agua Prieta,
Mexico. As U.S. coordinator of the binational ministry, Frontera de Cristo, Mark is
responsible, in partnership with Rev. Angel Valencia of the National Presbyterian Church of Mexico, for the
coordination of the six ministry areas of Frontera de Cristo, which Mountain Shadows has supported for years.
Potluck brunch with Mark Adams at the Raffetys’ home after worship!

Living the Questions:
Sunday Mornings at 8:30, December 8, 15, & 22 and January 5, 12, 19 & 26, Room 3
Living the Questions is an open-minded alternative to studies that attempt to give
participants all the answers and instead cultivates an environment where participants can
interact with one another in exploring what's next for Christianity. The 20-minute video
segments include conversations with leading voices of faith, digital stories illustrating
aspects of an evolving faith, and concrete spiritual practices and disciplines. Facilitator
Irene Camp will structure each class to accommodate choir members as well as
others. Invite a friend and join the conversation!
On Sunday December 8, from 11:30a.m. to 2:30p.m., Mountain Shadows
Presbyterian Church is offering families no-cost Christian childcare with
safety-trained adults. Participating youngsters, ages 2-12, will receive lunch,
create Christmas crafts, sing songs and enjoy outside play time. This is a free
ministry, intended to share Christ’s unconditional love with families in
Northwest Tucson.
Parents, guardians and grandparents are invited to join us in worship on Sunday, December 8 at 10:00 a.m.,
while children attend Sunday School. Invite your neighbors to pre-register: 520-825-7858.

WORSHIP AT MOUNTAIN SHADOWS ON CHRISTMAS EVE
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 AT 5:00 P.M.
Blessings of the Advent Season,

Pastor Rachel
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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Notes from the Director of Music
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace,
goodwill among people!” Luke 2:14

Please join us December 24th at 5:00 p.m. as we are all called to sing praise, tell what God has done, and
worship.
Are you interested in joining the choir? Please give me a call at 982-2437 or an email
bcdame@comcast.net. I would be more than happy to visit with you! Charmaine Piane Dame

DEACONS: A Space of Your Own
Do you have a space, a corner, a nook, a place where you can think your thoughts,
meditate, pray without interruption? In this era of constant and instant input this might
seem like a luxury. Try this: think of it as a necessity. We need moments of peace and
quiet. We need the means to slow things down in our lives of fast-paced busy-ness.
Close your eyes. Picture your home--room by room, your garden--each nook and cranny. A small corner
will do. Mentally select one spot where you could feel secure in peace and quiet. In your imagination place
yourself in a comfortable chair tucked into the space you just imagined. Now, how would you furnish such
a spot? Plants or a screen to provide privacy? Music to soothe? Headphones? Books: The Bible, prayer,
spiritual, prose or poetry? Pen and paper for writing? Small fountain of running water? A fan to cool the air
or provide white noise? A soothing beverage? Aromatherapy?
Use your imagination to create the space that is right for you, then use that space. Regularly. You will be
amazed how 10-15 minute visits to your space can help to ease tension, provide mental serenity, slow down
the mad pace. Then share the idea with someone else.
May you find peace and serenity in your lives, Mary Ann Butler

SESSION: Notes from the Clerk
The Mountain Shadows Session joyfully received Tom Albaugh into church membership
on November 24, 2013. Originally from Ohio, Tom has experience in air traffic control,
accounting, and taught business practices to high school students for many years. Tom has
been worshiping with Mountain Shadows and his spouse, Patti Albaugh, since they
settled in Saddlebrooke three years ago. Tom is a Christian who appreciates the Christcentered freedom of conscience that is a hallmark of Presbyterianism, and values the warm
sense of welcome and friendship that characterize Mountain Shadows. We are blessed to
include Tom Albaugh as a member of our congregation.
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org

When your family reads your will, will it be obvious to them how important your church was to you?
…...a thought from the Legacy Ministry

Can you believe December 1st is the first Sunday of Advent, and in four short weeks we will celebrate
Christmas? Hope you are planning to worship at Mountain Shadows Christmas Eve. A festive evening of
prayer, scripture and music is being created. The choir, along with special guests and friends, are diligently
preparing beautiful prelude and worship music. The service will consist of spirited instrumentalists, vocal
solos and duets, all proclaiming the Good News! “The people who walk in darkness have seen a great
light.” Isaiah 9:2.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION: Mountain Shadows Ministry Institute
Education for Elders, Deacons and Other Disciples

In January 2014, Pastor Rachel will offer a series of classes to engage you in actively serving
God with confidence. Mountain Shadows Ministry Institute is for any adult who wishes to
develop awareness and practical skills for Christian leadership and teamwork with our
congregation. Each class is named after a hymn that expresses the meanings of the ministry
skills we’ll develop. Elders, Deacons, and (potential) members of Ministry Teams are strongly
encouraged to attend. We need you and your ministry!
Sunday, January 5, 11:30-1:30: Healer of Our Every Ill: Practicing Healing Prayer and Home Communion



Thursday, January 9, 9:30-11:30: How Firm a Foundation: Grounding our Ministries in God and Faith



Thursday, January 16, 9:30-11:30: We All Are One in Mission: Equipped, Purposeful Leaders & Teams



Thursday, January 23, 9:30-11:30: God, Bless Your Church with Strength: Structuring our Ministries



Thursday, January 30, 9:30-11:30: I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me: Useful, Practical Ministry Tools

You can give to your church beyond your lifetime through a bequest to your church will.
….. a thought from Legacy Ministry



CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY BUILDING MINISTRY TEAM (CCBMT)
The Christian Community Building Ministry Team (CCBMT) is so thankful for
the wonderful bakers who make homemade goodies and for those individuals
who purchase and bring the “almost as good” baked goods from the store! We
really appreciate your delicious donations! If you have enjoyed the goodies, including the lemonade, tea
and fantastic special “Just Coffee,” please consider leaving a generous donation in our basket on Sunday
during fellowship. We want to continue to provide the coffee and drinks to go with the wonderful cookies,
brownies, etc. Thanks so much! Judy Hans and the members of the CCBMT

Presbyterian Campus Ministry (PCM) Liaison Needed
Helen Wiens will relinquish her position as a PCM board member in the new year. The
board meetings are held once a month, on the first Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m. at
the Campus Christian Center at the U of A. Anyone wanting to serve in that capacity
should contact Shawne or Helen. Shawne Cryderman

Table of Friends 2014
The 2014 Table of Friends program will take place again this year. Good things
happen when we gather together - around a table, around a fire pit, sitting around in a
circle and at any location. Groups of 8 –10 people (couples will be in the same group,
unless you want to be split up) will gather monthly, Jan. - April, doing whatever your
group chooses to do! Please sign-up to be part of this wonderful experience!!!
Group assignments will be made the first week of January and you will receive a letter
in the mail sharing all the pertinent information. Should you have any questions,
please contact Rita Smith, Karen Kuehlwein, or Helen Wiens. Shawne Cryderman
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY BUILDING MINISTRY TEAM: Progressive Dinner & Carol Sing
THERE IS STILL TIME to sign-up and enjoy each other for an evening of chatting, chewing
and singing favorite Christmas songs. Please sign-up on the Progressive Dinner Sheet on the table
under the ramada. YOU may sign up as late as Dec. 8 and still be included. If you need
transportation, that can be provided – don’t miss out! For additional information, see a
member of the CCBMT. Shawne Cryderman

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Serving Children, Supporting Parents
The Christian Education for Children and Youth Team is reaching out to the people of Mountain
Shadows and our community. On Sunday, December 8th we will host a "Parents Day Out" from
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Children will stay at church doing Advent activities while their parents shop
or spend some quality time alone. We need your help. Please sign-up with Cassi 342-7732 and stay
at church with the kids AND tell your friends and neighbors about the event. Flyers will be available
for distribution to businesses in the area. Thanks for your support and enthusiasm!
Cassi Fraley

Sunday School News
Hello! We have been planning on some special projects for Thanksgiving and this will include
some cutting, pasting and learning about gratefulness as well as planning special crafts for the
Christmas season. We have plenty of materials; in fact, we may not need items for a very long
time. The MSPC has been so generous and we are most pleased with the many projects we can
complete with the materials we already have. Please welcome extended family members to join us
over the holidays. It is always fun to get new perspective from our visitors and we enjoy their presence. Thanks to all
of you for stepping up to volunteer and to assist when needed. Blessings on us all at the upcoming hectic time of year.
May we all take time to celebrate the reason for the season! Linda Lazzeroni

FINANCE: Monthly Financial Report
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent month,
year-to-date results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
October
2013

------------October
Actual

Regular Offerings
Other Income
Total Income

$

Total Expense
Income less Expense

2013
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

13,574
734
14,308

$
$

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

$

170,718
10,401
181,119

20,505

$

(6,197)

$

2012
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

176,226
8,035
184,261

$

162,996
7,800
170,795

196,942

$

202,903

$

199,513

(15,823)

$

(18,642)

$

(28,717)

If you have questions about the Church’s finances, please contact Mike Penner, Chair of the Finance Ministry Team,
or David Raffety, Church Treasurer.
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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HEALTH MINISTRY
DISPOSE-A-MED

takes place at Target (First & Oracle) in Oro Valley, Saturday,

December 7th, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Bring your used or expired prescriptions and over the
counter medications in their original containers and they will be disposed of properly for you….as
well as veterinarian meds, vitamins, syringes and inhalers. The empty bottles are then donated to the
Humane Society and Pima County Anima Care Center. Completely anonymous! and the pills
and labels are incinerated with the help of the DEA.
Student pharmacists from the U of A College of Pharmacy will be on hand to answer medication questions and screen
your blood pressure. Jayne Raffety
Q: When is the best time to write your will? A: Now! And remember, a bequest to your church goes on
helping for years. ….a thought from Legacy Ministry

HEALTH MINISTRY RESOURCES FOR CHRISTMASTIME
Sometimes Christmas Joy can seem elusive…especially after the loss of a loved one,
when experiencing illness or feeling stressed during the Holidays. A wonderful series of
@ Care Notes are available to you and yours at the Health Ministry display table outside
the office. Please stop by and browse the new selections and take one home! Take
one to a friend! Jayne Raffety

NEW!! Taking Place at Mountain Shadows
Sandy Mauck, who many of you met at the Mindful Aging Workshop held at MSPC in September, will be kicking off
a new Meetup group in December :

LIFE’S THIRD TRIMESTER ‐ NORTH
Tuesday December 10th 9:30‐11:30a.m.
“Our First Meetup – Let the Journey Begin”
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church – Rm. 3
Thereafter, the group will meet on the second and fourth Tuesdays starting in January. Sign-up online and learn more
about the group by registering directly on Meet Up!
http://www.meetup.com/meetup-group-IJPKLhOQ/
This Meetup is for all those 60 and older, who want to share their experiences, thoughts and wisdom. You are
welcome to email Sandy at any time either through the site (just click on her name and send an email) or to
lifesthirdtimester@gmail.com. There is no fee for this Meetup, nor is there a mandatory attendance policy. Topics
will be announced and you can attend those discussions you are interested in.
Sandy is a retired psychotherapist and growth coach. She states, “I am now supporting those who have turned 60 or
70 with living their decades most fully, being models for generations to follow and the world at large. My purpose is
to encourage those on a conscious path of self development, to network together and support each other as we
transition in our next decades. I believe the power of this age group is untapped and frequently undeveloped.”
Jayne Raffety
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org

Page 5

MISSION & OUTREACH: Adopt-Family 2013
But what if you are 8 years old, overwhelmed with TV ads for toys, huge
glittering displays in stores, and that gnawing knowledge that your family really
doesn’t have the means to provide all those gifts for you?
When Virginia O’Hanlon asked the New York Sun in 1897 if there was a Santa
Claus the response was “Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as
certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist…”
I ask you to respond to the expectations of FIVE families in the Mammoth/San Manuel area with love,
generosity and devotion.
We have dads who want a book on rocks and gems, and tools. A mom who wants a crockpot. Girls are
requesting Justin Bieber perfume, Barbie dolls, games and craft sets. Boys want a bike, a football and little
ones would like Cabbage Patch dolls, blocks and puzzles. One grandma wants apple red dishes.
Sign up sheets for each member of each family will be available Sunday, December 1. All items may
be brought to church as soon as you have them. They must be new, and UNWRAPPED.
Individual families will be assigned to the Deacons, who have generously offered to help with the wrapping
and distribution.
There will also be sign-up sheets for a holiday meal for each of the families. That meal will be based on a
canned ham, and other nonperishable food items as well as hygiene and laundry supplies.
You are welcome to invite a friend to help you with your purchases. Cash and checks are welcome and will
be used to purchase items as needed.
All items must be received by Sunday December 22, and we will deliver on Monday December 23.
These are very needy families, identified by the Tri-Community Food Bank. Just like Virginia, children
want to “believe in Santa Claus” and you can bring those bright eyes and broad smiles to our 18 youngsters,
and their parents.
Questions can be answered by Nan Nasser, 825-1245, NanNasser@aol.com Nan Nasser

Just Coffee Provides the Perfect Hostess Gift or Stocking Stuffer
Holidays are here! During December, parties flourish, and hostess gifts are a part of the
celebrating. Just Coffee has the answer for that perfect gift to give to those persons who
open their homes to you. You guessed it.....COFFEE. However, the coffee we are urging
you to purchase as a hostess gift is not the usual. We are offering four ounce bags in regular
or decaf, and the usual one pound bags BUT dressed up in "holiday clothes.” The four
ounce coffee bags sell for $4.00. The one pound bags for the usual $9.00 for regular and
$10.00 for decaf. The "holiday clothes" are free. We will even tuck in a description of
Just Coffee Plus. Can you think of a better hostess gift? Or stocking stuffer? Or a friendship gift to a
neighbor or co-worker? We will have a limited supply available on December 1st. Special orders can be
secured in a week's time. Remember, we do not sell coffee to gain profit for MSPC. Rather, we sell coffee
to give farmers in Chiapas the opportunity to stay at home, earn a good wage, have health insurance, and
fresh water because of their own coffee cooperatives. Buying Just Coffee as part of your Christmas giving is
a Win-Win situation. You have a thoughtful gift, farmers in Chiapas have no need to leave their land.
Irene Camp

“If it is more blessed to give than to receive, then most of us are content to let the other fellow have the greater blessing.”
Shailer Matthews …...a thought from the Legacy Ministry

Advent is a season of expectant waiting, preparing for the birth of Jesus. As we
wait we do so with patience, humility, and expectant hope in a state of prayer.

Did you name a final beneficiary in your will, in case others predecease you? Your church will be here.
….a thought from Legacy Ministry

MISSION & OUTREACH: News from the Mission Minded!
Seven of us visited at a fun Fall gathering and Luncheon on Wednesday October 30th. We
connected and discussed the goings on and going out of Mountain Shadows in Missions.
We reflected on how we have seen Christ as we reach out to God’s people in the
community and world and serve through mission projects.
The October 29th Habitat Work Day was attended by 14 from our congregation. The annual
Thanksgiving food basket program completed in November, and was a HUGE success! The Adopt-a-Family program
is set for December. We were excited about Rachel’s upcoming Social Justice Spiritual Transformation classes. Just
Coffee sales continue strong and decorative cloth gift bags will be sold this December. Helen Wiens is taking signups to make and serve a meal for students at Presbyterian Campus Ministry on Dec 3rd. She has expanded her
collection for Cross Street Homeless Ministry on the 4th Sunday of the month to include gently used clothing. Rev.
Mark Adams from Frontera de Cristo, will be our guest preacher on Sunday December 1st. There will be a potluck
brunch at Jayne’s following service. This is a chance for congregants to meet Mark personally. Gifts of Hope,
Alternative Gift Market is planned for March 2014.
*** Keeping relationships alive and dialog going with our Mission partners is important. Mission connectors will
make a quarterly phone call, or write a note, to encourage our partners, let them know we are praying for them, and
help us to know their needs. ***Still needed is a MISSION CONNECTOR for Habitat for Humanity, Catalina
Community Services and Presbyterian Campus Ministry (January). EVERYONE and ANYONE with an interest
in Missions is invited to the next “Mission Minded” Luncheon on Wednesday January 29th. Jayne Raffety

Meet Coffee Maker Jaime Escobar Costillo
Our day was almost finished in Salvador Urbina, but Tommy, our guide and leader wanted us to
see one more thing. It only involved a few more up and down roads, and we would be totally
surprised when we arrived. Besides, Jaime had demonstrated his unique process of washing and
drying his coffee beans at his home. Now he wanted to show us his project. We descended into a
little valley, grass carefully mowed, a little stream running along the side of the property, and there
it was.
“This is where I spend my time,” says Jaime, looking out over the immaculate garden surrounding a two story
wooden cabin that looks like it was plucked straight out of Bonanza and dropped in Salvador Urbina, Chiapas. Except
for the foliage, we could have been on the stage of this TV show. Jaime and his brother created this house by hand
inspired by his father's passion for the "Old West" he saw in that movie. No one lives there as yet, but when the
kitchen is finished it could be a wonderful retreat center.
At the age of 36, Jaime is among the younger generation of coffee farmers in the Café Justo cooperative. But since
childhood, he’s been out in the fields, learning about and caring for his plants. Jaime is one of ten children, most of
which have left for the big city. But as a cooperative associate, Jaime has been able to stay home. He’s used the extra
revenue from selling both Arabica and Robusta coffee to support his parents, and create a place of peace.
Irene Camp
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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MISSION & OUTREACH: Sunday December 1st Worship & Potluck Brunch
Rev. Mark Adams will preach at Mountain Shadows on Sunday December 1st. Mark and his wife
Miriam are Mission co-workers with the Presbyterian Church USA and serve on the border of
Douglas AZ /Aqua Prieta MX with Frontera de Cristo. MSPC has sponsored Mark, Miriam
and Frontera de Cristo for over ten years! They are “our” beloved Mission workers. Please
plan to come to a Potluck Brunch following worship at Jayne and David Raffety’s, 13030 N.
Eagleview Dr., in Rancho Vistoso at 11:30 a.m. to visit more personally with Mark and Miriam.
Sign-up under the ramada, to determine what to bring! Jayne Raffety

Women’s Bible Study
The Women’s Bible Study meets again on Thursdays, December 5 & 12 at 2:30 p.m.. Don’t
miss this interesting study from the Presbyterian Horizons magazine. The study for December
is lesson four, “Passing Through the Waters” based on Exodus 13:17-15:21.
The author of the study, Carol Bechtel, suggests that we “think of this passage the next time
we find ourselves in a situation where we can’t stand still, and we may be terrified to go
forward. Then say your prayers and step forward in faith.” How might this engagement speak
to you?
Think of this lesson through three stages to do with water - The Waters of Creation (Gen. 1:2), The Waters of Exodus
(Ex. 14:21), God as our deliverer who calls us out of bondage to freedom, and The Living Water Offered by Jesus
(John 4:10), victory over sin and death and new life in Jesus, in baptism.
Contact Judy Hans, 818-3285, to join us in this study or obtain a study guide book. Books are still available in the
church office for a suggested donation of $8. Each lesson can stand alone, so it is not too late to join us for this study.
Judy Hans

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
NO MEETINGS IN
DECEMBER
To resume January 2014

Monday—Friday
8:00 a.m.—Noon

J[nu[ry N_wsl_tt_r @rti]l_s
[r_ ^u_
D_]_m\_r 15, 2013

DON’T

FORGET…you can

listen to any sermon you may have
missed by going to our website at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org.
Go to the Resource tab and under that
heading you will find Sermons Audio.
It’s a great way to stay connected to Mountain Shadows,
even if you are unable to attend Sunday worship.
E-Oracle Newsletter! Just a reminder
that you can receive your Oracle via
email. Email Stacy Rogers at
office@mountainshadowschurch.org and
she will add you to the email list. You
can also view or download the Oracle at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org, under the Resources
tab. Either way, view the Oracle in FULL COLOR and
receive it sooner!
For those who want to continue to receive a paper copy,
please pick up your copy the 1st Sunday of the month,
under the ramada. Those not picked up will be mailed.

Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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December 2013
Sun
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
11:30AM
Potluck
Brunch @
Raﬀety’s

Mon

1

Tue

12:30PM
Membership

2

We d

3

Thu

Fri

4
9:00AM
ESL

Sat

5

6

7

12

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28

2:30PM
Women’s
Bible Study
3:45PM
Choir

8

8:30AM
Living the
Ques ons
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
11:30AM
Parent’s Day
Out

9
1:00PM
Nomina ng
1:30PM
Chris an
Community
Building
Ministry
Team

15

8:30AM
Living the
Ques ons
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
4:30PM
Progressive
Dinner
7:00PM
Carol Sing

22

8:30AM
Living the
Ques ons
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality

9:30AM
Life’s Third
Trimester

16

11
9:00AM
ESL
3:00PM
Legacy
4:000PM

17

10:00AM
Deacons

9:00AM
ESL

2:30PM
Women’s
Bible Study
3:45PM
Choir

18
3:45PM
Choir

3:00PM
Session

23

24

25
OFFICE CLOSED
MERRY
CHRISTMAS!

3:45PM
Choir

5:00PM
Christmas Eve
Service

Joy Oﬀering

29

10

30

31

10:00AM
Worship
11:00PM
Hospitality
Visit our website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org
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