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As we all know, this past winter has been brutal in many parts of the country. I have had a certain amount of fun
communicating with my friends in Oklahoma, Michigan, Ohio, and other states. When the temperature forecasts in
those places was for near-zero and sub-zero temperatures, I have been happy to share with them our daytime
temperatures of 60, 70, and even 80. They have taken it in stride, knowing that by mid-June or so we’ll have
temperatures near to and even upwards of 110. So it evens out.
One of the things we do miss though, here in Tucson, is the dramatic change of springtime coming out of winter.
Friends have already begun talking about spring plants, waiting for tulips and other plants to show through the soil
and to herald the coming of spring.
Passover, which is integrally connected with our observance of the resurrection of Jesus, is a spring festival. At one
time there was even a test, involving how ripe the barley crop was, to make sure Passover wasn’t celebrated before
spring. It is generally accepted that the Last Supper which we commemorate on Maundy Thursday, took place at a
Passover meal observed by Jesus and his disciples. The crucifixion and resurrection, then, are directly connected
with the phenomenon of spring succeeding winter, of the life of spring coming forth out of the death of winter.
Even if we here in the Southwest see almost no transition from winter to spring, with the exception of those of us
whose allergies kick up some, we know that this is a season of new life. In the Resurrection, Jesus destroyed the
ultimate power of death. We who follow him are transformed in the assurance of eternal life, and our lives hopefully
show that transformation.
I encourage each of you to attend the Maundy
Thursday worship service on April 17 at 7:00p.m. We
will be coming close to the end of our Lenten journey,
and we will commemorate the establishment of the
Lord’s Supper as a Christian sacrament. I encourage you
to recognize the transcendent power and solemnity of
Good Friday.
And, finally, I encourage you to attend one of our two Easter services, 8:00a.m. and 10:00a.m., when we will give
ourselves up to the incredible joy of the Resurrection of our Savior.
This is a season of new life, whether we see it in the desert or not. May we, each of us, embrace that new life and
rejoice in it.
Grace and peace, Pastor John
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CARING

When you write your will, consider naming your church as the final beneficiary.

...a thought from Legacy Ministry

DEACONS: Peace of Mind
Carl and I had such a wonderful experience about a month ago that we just want to share
with you.
I was not feeling well one morning and decided not to go to work and take it easy. As I tried
to rest, I became more anxious and proceeded to call my daughter. By then I was in tears. See, we don’t
have any family in Arizona as do so many of you. Our kids and family are far away in other states.
My daughter was about to get on a plane and come to the rescue, when my son decided to call Stacy, our
Office Manager at the church, and asked if a Deacon could come to check on me. A wonderful Deacon
arrived at my house and after having a great visit and some food, it was not necessary for them to make a
trip to Tucson. What a savings in time, energy and money. I am so thankful.
Food for thought: You might want to give your Deacon’s phone number to your kids of family members
in case of a need. Pamela Schultz

Thankfulness
“Let your light so shine….” asks us to project our God given attributes of love
and thanksgiving for all the world to see. As followers of Jesus we share God’s
grace and abundant love with others. As St. Paul told the Thessalonians, “Give
thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Jesus Christ.”
How can I be more thankful? One way is to be more thankful for the great life I have, rather than
taking so many of these blessings for granted. Yet, trying to list all my blessings will take too many pages
here. So, I’ll choose only one. That one is the wealth of resources available to write this; the Bible,
sermons and books. In this Lenten Season, avail yourself with these resources. Our Church Library is full
of them. Read, meditate, pray, and thank God for all his bounty. George Gregg

HEALTH MINISTRY: Dispose-A-Med
Using medicines safely requires a clear and uncluttered space. Clean off your counters
and your medicine cabinet! Reduce medication errors by disposing of outdated and
unused prescriptions and over the counter medications properly. You will help
yourself and the environment!
The next Dispose-A-Med takes place in Oro Valley on Saturday June 21st in front of Target on First
and Oracle from 10a.m. - 2p.m. Jayne Raffety

Home Communion
Mountain Shadows has recently trained a Home Communion Team. We are now able
to provide communion to the homebound upon request on the first Sunday of the
month. Please call the church office (825-7858) to make a plan for you or your loved
one to receive Home Communion.

Mary Ann Butler, Deacons, and Jayne Raffety, Health Ministry
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HEALTH MINISTRY: Community Health Happenings


Pima Council on Aging (PCOA) is starting up a new series, “Healthy Living: Managing
Ongoing Health Conditions” at Resurrection Lutheran Church, 11575 N. First Ave, Oro
Valley on Thursdays June 19, 26 and July 3, 10, 17, 24 from 10:00a.m. – 12:30p.m. Call
the PCOA helpline 790-7262, for more information and to register.



Faith Communities and Mental Illness: Mind, Body, Spirit and Community conference takes place on
Friday, April 25 from 8:00a.m. – 4:00p.m. at Catalina United Methodist Church, 2700 E. Speedway. Call 2976049 or register online at www.icstucson.org. $40 single $30 for groups of 2+.



PCOA is hosting a Family Caregiver Support group at a new location at Vista de la Montana Methodist Church,
south of Golder Ranch off Oracle, at 3001 E. Miravista Lane. The group meets on the third Thursdays of the
month, April 19, May 15, June 19 from 9:30a.m. – 11:00a.m. Call 609-1271.



Saddlebrooke Bereavement Group meets EVERY Sunday from 4:00p.m.-5:30p.m. in the Coyote Room,
lower level SB One Clubhouse. EVERYONE who has experienced a loss or who is anticipating a loss is
welcome to attend. No pre-registration required. This is a FREE service led by Dorlores Robu, Grief Therapist,
Educator and Consultant. Call 825-8980.



AARP Defensive Driving – Monthly classes are offered at OASIS. Call 322-5607 for a catalog for this and other
interesting learning experiences.



Tohono Chul Park, 7366 N. Paseo del Norte, is hosting a HEALTH FAIR on Tuesday, April 8th from
10:00a.m. - 1:00p.m. in the garden. Discover the latest info and resources that relate to your health and wellness.
Pick up a flyer at the Health Ministry display table and bring it with your for free admission! ($10 value)

Jayne Raffety

GATHERING
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY BUILDING MINISTRY TEAM (CCBMT): First Annual MSPC Craft Fair
There will be many "creative crafters" selling their items on Sunday, April 6 after
worship. A sample of some of the items for sale are displayed in the glass case next to the
office, above the sign up table on the ramada.
It is suggested that 10% of each crafter's proceeds be donated to MSPC. Money earned from
the craft fair will be given to the Gifting & Stewardship team to be used as they see fit. Eleanor
Geiger will be the person to contact for this activity.
Bring your checkbooks and shopping lists and plan to buy and spend! Due to the nature of this activity and not
wanting to ruin anyone's project, refreshments (to include coffee) will NOT be served on Sunday, April 6 after
worship. Shawne Cryderman

Simple Soup Supper OR “Crock Pot for Hire”
CCBMT will be sponsoring a Maundy Thursday Simple Soup Supper on April 17th before
worship. Congregants and guests are invited to join their brothers and sisters in Christ while
partaking of a simple meal of soup, rosemary herb bread, grapes, water and ice tea. This Simple
Soup Supper will take place in rooms 2, 3, and 4 beginning at 6:00p.m. The choir will be served
at 5:30p.m. Various selections of soups will be served, with a vegetarian soup available. If you
would like to participate in “Crock Pot for Hire” and make a soup to share, please sign up on the ramada. Everyone
planning to attend this event must RSVP so we know how much soup to provide. Please sign up on the ramada.

Shawne Cryderman
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CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY BUILDING MINISTRY TEAM: Hat’s On! Ladies Luncheon

Wear your finest, funniest, fanciest or just down right cutest hat! We have FANTASTIC items to bid on
during our Silent Auction. Proceeds will go to the Impact of Southern Arizona’s (formerly Catalina
Community Services) English as a Second Language (ESL) Program that meets at our church.
There will be GLORIOUS prizes awarded for the most stunning, funny, delightful and special hats.
OUTRAGEOUS (but perfectly “fitting”) ticket prizes will be given and everyone will go home with a
special table favor! Ticket sales will take place on Sundays, March 23 & 30 and April 6th after
church. *Cost is $18.00 per lady which includes unlimited soup, salad, breadsticks, and beverage as well
as the tip. Please remember to bring your ticket with you to the luncheon. Shawne Cryderman

Choir Appreciation Sunday
Choir Appreciation Sunday will be held on Sunday, April 27. Please plan to
join us as we celebrate and appreciate our Music/Choir Director, Charmaine Piane
Dame and the entire MSPC choir before some of our song/snow birds fly off for the
summer months. We will be serving a special "thank you choir" cake during
fellowship. Shawne Cryderman

WORSHIP AND MUSIC: Alleluia! Christ Is Risen!
The Mountain Shadows Choir will sing this Easter affirmation during the worship
service April 20 – Easter Sunday! The “Ode to Joy” melody, written by Ludwig von
Beethoven, is re-metered in this special anthem. The arranger has created a lifting dancelike effect that is topped with a bright trumpet descant.

Choir rehearsals are 3:45p.m. - 5:15p.m. every Thursday in the church. Charmaine Piane Dame

LEARNING
ADULT FAITH FORMATION: Living the Questions in April
Join us for continued exploration of critical questions for living as a 21st Century Christian. You don’t have
to have been in other sessions. If a topic interests you, please come. It’s worth getting out of bed for! The
Koopmans will facilitate the group in April and will cover the following topics:
April 6:
 April 13:
 April 20:
 April 27:


Patti Albaugh

A Kingdom without Walls
Social Justice Realizing: God’s Vision
NO CLASS
Incarnation: Divinely Human

...a thought from Legacy Ministry

This year, the Easter Worship services will consist of vocal & instrumental solos, choir anthems &
joyful hymns sung by the entire congregation. Let us praise God with many Alleluias, lifting our voices
beyond the rafters of the church! Alleluia! Christ is truly risen from the grave!

Most people need a will. When you write yours, please remember your church.

When: April 12th at 12:00 Noon
Where: Olive Garden Restaurant, Oro Valley Market Place
*Cost: $18.00

Pa

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH: Linda Lazzeroni
We have amazing staff at Mountain Shadows! Linda Lazzeroni teaches Sunday School. She is a
very busy and amazing woman.
Linda has been playing the piano since she was 3 years old. When she was old enough to take
lessons her family paid with eggs from their chickens so she could learn. She says she tries now to
“pay it forward” when she can so she can share her abilities and/or money with others in need. She
has also taught music to children in grades K-8. She says music is as much a part of her life as
anything now.
Linda also has attended seminary at the University of Dubuque. She has preached at MSPC but uses this education to
teach our children now. She also preaches in other places including Rincon East Mobile Home Park. She says she
wants to be seen by others, strangers included, as having something (faith in God) that they want.
Linda spends much of her time, not at church, doing estate sales for people who are downsizing. She also recently
hosted a 12-hour piano-a-thon to benefit a young woman who was hit by a car. Ask her about the results.
In addition to all this, Linda has 2 amazing teenagers; John Jr. who is in high school and our Sunday School Helper/
Nursery Care Worker, Jezzica. Cassi Fraley

Jezzica Lazzeroni
Jezzica Lazzeroni is as amazing as her mother! Jezzica is our Sunday School Helper and Nursery
Care Worker when we have children. She is taking 18 units a semester at the University of Arizona
as a marketing major with emphasis on sales and entrepreneurship with minors in art and French
AND was on the Dean’s List her first semester!
Jezzica is really enjoying college life. She quit working for MSPC her first semester not knowing
how college would be. But she is back after missing our children and we are so happy to have her
back. Jezzica has been volunteering in an internship with Gabriel’s Angels who bring therapy dogs
to play with children who are “at risk.” She has applied for a paid internship teaching computer to kids. She will
know soon if she was accepted. In her “spare” time, Jezz does things like singing on a CD for an ill friend and dating.
Linda and Jezzica say they would love to help the Sunday School children be involved with the adults of MSPC in an
Easter pageant or music. Maybe next year?
If you didn’t understand all this or want to know more, talk to Linda or Jezzica after church before they run off to
another activity or for brief conversation before. Whether we have 1 child or 20, Linda and Jezzica are ready to serve
with enthusiasm. We are proud to have them on our staff. Cassi Fraley

TENDING
FACILITIES: Church to be Painted
After 10 years, the church exterior is showing some wear and will be re-painted this spring. We
have selected ProMark as our painting contractor and they plan to start Monday, March 31 with
power washing, patching stucco, and then painting the church. We expect this will take about a
week. This date was selected based upon minimum known church activities and also to have the
church looking it's best for Lent. While the contractor is aware that church activities may take place
during this week, I would request that you avoid scheduling meetings or activities at the church for
this week if another time would work as well. We will work out a more detailed schedule with
ProMark that can include work-arounds if needed. Questions? Please call Dave Smith at 8l8-9239.

Dave Smith
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FACILITIES: Spring Work Party
I'll bet you're anxious to know when the next church work party will be held. We will meet at the
church on Wednesday, April 16 from 9:00a.m. until noon. The primary goal is to wash windows in
all the buildings inside and out. Depending upon how many people sign-up, we may also tackle
maintenance of the playground equipment, landscape trimming, and general clean-up tasks. A sign-up
sheet is available on the ramada after worship. David Smith

FINANCE: Monthly Financial Report
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent month, year-to-date results, the yearto-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
February
2014

------------February
Actual

Regular Offerings
Other Income
Total Income

$

2014
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

19,885
10,224
30,109

Total Expense

$

Income less Expense

$

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

$

36,111
13,089
49,200

24,407

$

5,703

$

2013
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

45,906
7,504
53,411

$

36,781
3,739
40,521

43,216

$

47,920

$

41,105

5,984

$

5,491

$

(584)

If you have questions about the Church’s finances, please contact David Raffety, Church Treasurer at 544-7397.

VENTURING
MINISTRY OF INVITATION
Reverend John Cheek led a great workshop on ways to invite someone to the church
following our March 16 worship service. Establishing a relationship with someone is a good
first start, inviting without insisting, recommending special services or activities were all
discussed. Accepting a decline of the invitation is to be anticipated but not treated as a
dismissal of your intentions. One topic addressed the differences between a Presbyterian
and other Christian denominations. There is a nice booklet in the office that addresses all those questions. Those
participating agreed that one of our greatest strengths is you, the members of the congregation, and the gracious way
you interact with everyone.
Your response to the new brochure was encouraging, and we on the committee thank you for your input. The typo
will be corrected! This might be a good aid for that invitation. One question asked was if we could have postcards
to mail to perspective guests – there are cards in the office, so feel to take them.
Invite a friend to the Craft Fair on April 6. You could even offer a ride to the 10:00a.m. service….Easter is a
wonderful opportunity to share the programs of Holy Week: Maundy Thursday Simple Soup Supper, 8:00a.m. early
Easter service under the ramada, 10:00a.m. service with glorious music and an Easter Egg hunt for children! Cassi
assures me there will be child care at all the services.
Share your love of Jesus Christ, of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, and of the communities around us!
Bring a friend to church! Nan Nasser
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MISSION AND OUTREACH: One Great Hour of Sharing Offering, Sunday April 20th
By God's grace, each day is a gift and opportunity for a new beginning. Through abundant and
generous gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing, Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church
members and friends have faithfully heeded God's call to serve people seeking to believe life is a
gift, and hoping for new beginnings. This year we again will receive this offering on Easter
Sunday, April 20th.
You gift will allow Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to restore communities around the world affected by natural
and human caused disasters. Your generosity will help the Presbyterian Hunger Program work with Presbyterians
and other partners to alleviate hunger and eliminate its causes in this country and internationally. Your sharing will
make it possible for Self-Development of People to affirm the dignity of all by assisting in the empowerment of
economically poor, oppressed, and disadvantaged people.
As a result of our gifts and the gifts of other congregations across the church, One Great Hour of Sharing will continue
to be a reminder that through the simple act of sharing we witness to the love of God for all peoples. Let us as a
church family again give generously to The One Great Hour of Sharing. Irene Camp

Gifts of Hope: Thank You
Thank you Mountain Shadows congregants and volunteers for your wonderful
participation in this year’s “Gifts of Hope Alternative Market and Mission
Fair.” Your generosity reflects the love of Christ to so many others.

Jayne Raffety

Mission Minded
The next Luncheon for the “Mission Minded” is scheduled for Thursday, May 1 at 11:30a.m. at the
home of Jayne Raffety, 13030 N. Eagleview Dr., Oro Valley. Please sign up under the ramada. Come
enjoy lunch and share your enthusiasm! Mission project leaders and all interested in learning more about
the many outreaches from Mountain Shadows are welcome. Jayne Raffety

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY
Our meeting days are changed in April due to the church being painted. We will meet on
Thursdays, April 10 and 17 at 2:30p.m., in room 3. Our Horizons study continues with lesson
8 in April, “Temptations Along the Way.” This month our focus is on Exodus 32:1 - 34:10, and
Deuteronomy 6:10-25. Even though God’s people were tempted and strayed, his invitation
continues. “I will take you as my people, and I will be your God.” (Exodus 6:17). We need to
commit ourselves to our relationship with God. Our May meetings on Thursday, May 1 and 8
will complete this study. If you have any questions, please contact Judy Hans at 818-3285 or call
the church office at 825-7858. Judi Hans

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP! All men are invited to participate Saturday mornings in
April at 8:00a.m. There will be NO CLASS on Saturday, April 19th. Contact
George Gregg at 818-1862 if you would like to download the study guide or to
receive the emails of our activities. George Gregg
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Sunday, April 13th

10:00a.m. - Palm Sunday Service

Thursday, April 17th

6:00p.m. - Simple Soup Supper
7:00p.m. Maundy Thursday Service
(childcare available)

Sunday, April 20th

8:00a.m. - Easter Service
(childcare available)
9:00a.m. Fellowship with special roll & sweet breads
10:00a.m. - Easter Service
10:00a.m. - Children’s Easter Egg Hunt
The Easter Worship services will consist of vocal & instrumental solos, choir anthems & joyful hymns

Men Bakers of MSPC
Sign up for the Men’s Bake Sale
to be held at the
Craft Fair on Sunday, April 6th at 11:00a.m.
Bake or buy that special dessert or pastry others
will enjoy buying at the fair.
Sign up sheet is available on the ramada

Monday—Friday
8:00 a.m.—Noon
M[y N_wsl_tt_r @rti]l_s
[r_ ^u_
@pril 15, 2014

E-Oracle Newsletter! Just a reminder that you can
receive your Oracle via email. Email Stacy Rogers at
office@mountainshadowschurch.org and
she will add you to the email list. You
can also view or download the Oracle at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org,
under the Resources tab. Either way,
view the Oracle in FULL COLOR and
receive it sooner!
For those who want to continue to
receive a paper copy, please pick up
your copy the 1st Sunday of the month, under the
ramada. Those not picked up will be mailed.

DON’T FORGET…you can
listen to any sermon you may have
missed by going to our website at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org.
Go to the Resource tab and under that
heading you will find Sermons Audio.
It’s a great way to stay connected to Mountain Shadows,
even if you are unable to attend Sunday worship.
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April 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

We d

1

Thu

Fri

2

Sat

3

4

NO MEETINGS ‐ PAINTING CHURCH BUILDING
8:30AM
Living the
Ques ons
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
CRAFT FAIR

6

7
12:30PM
Membership
1:30PM
Chris an
Community
Building
Ministry

13

8

15

16
9:00AM
ESL

20

21

22

23

8:00AM
Worship
9:00AM
Hospitality
10:00AM
Worship

27

10:00AM
Deacons
3:00PM
Living Well

28

24
3:45PM
Choir

3:00PM
Session

8:30AM
Living the
Ques ons
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality

17

9:00AM
ESL

9:30AM
Life’s 3rd
Trimester

3:00PM
Living Well

29

11

8:00AM
Men’s
Fellowship

12

NOON
Hats On!
Women’s
Luncheon @
Olive Garden
Oro Valley
Marketplace

2:30PM
Women’s
Bible Study
3:45PM
Choir
6:00PM
Simple Soup
Supper
7:00PM
Worship

9:00AM
Work Party

8:30AM
Living the
Ques ons
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality

10
2:30PM
Women’s
Bible Study
3:45PM
Choir

9:00AM
ESL

9:30AM
Life’s 3rd
Trimester

14

9

5

8:00AM
Men’s
Fellowship

18

19
8:00AM
Men’s
Fellowship

OFFICE
CLOSED

25

26

8:00AM
Faith
Communi es
& Mental
Illness
@ Catalina
United
Methodist
Church

30
9:00AM
ESL
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