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My lovely Mountains Shadows family:
My season of serving you for the past three months was an extraordinary one. I want to thank every single one of you
for your kindness, encouragement, support, and love. Both Lou and I have been deeply touched by the ways you
embraced us, both figuratively and literally.
As we remember all the ways you have shown your love for us, here are a few things I hope that you will remember
from my time among you:

 God has loved us with hesed, or steadfast love, a love which God has covenanted to have for us.
 As a result of this steadfast love, we have been reconciled to God, not by our own actions or faithfulness, but
rather by God’s grace, demonstrated by Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.

 In

this reconciliation we experience transformation and, as those who are

transformed by God’s love, our lives, our work, our decisions, our words, and
even our thoughts are informed by God’s steadfast love.

 This transformation is not just for us, but rather that we can be a blessing to the world, including that part of the
world we touch when we talk to a neighbor, buy groceries, play golf or pickle ball, or walk in our neighborhoods.
We are both the manifestation and the instruments of God’s love in the world; we should never forget who we are.
As you welcome Pastor Rachel back, I hope that you will both receive her with open arms and allow her the time to
get back into the swing of parish ministry. I myself have had the experience of returning after a sabbatical. One of
the surprises I had to contend with was that I had forgotten all the passwords to log on to the office computer. This is
just one example of how intently we can commit ourselves to our sabbatical work.
You are a congregation who pull together and work together. This is a great asset for you, and I hope you will never
lose sight of it. May God bless you in ways that you can’t even imagine.
With both love and gratitude,

Pastor John
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CARING
DEACONS:

Is your will out-of-date? When you update it, please remember the church. ...a thought from Legacy Ministry

Paul wrote to the Thessalonians giving them some specific guidelines to help them
grow as Christian believers. Here are three:
“Rejoice always.” It has been said, “An unhappy Christian is an oxymoron.” How can we be unhappy when
God’s grace is so awesome?
“Pray without ceasing.” This reminds us that regular private prayer builds a strong relationship with God.
Many find morning prayer upon wakening is the best way to start their day.
“Give thanks in all circumstances.” God blessings for us are endless. Try making a list sometime. Here’s
one blessing you may not have listed:
Dirty Dishes
Thank God for dirty dishes, they have a tale to tell,
While other folks go hungry, we’re eating pretty well.
With home and health and happiness, we shouldn’t want to fuss,
By the stack of evidence, God’s very good to us.

George Gregg

Author unknown

HEALTH MINISTRY: Community Health Happenings
 Dispose-A-Med will take place in front of Target at 1st Ave. and Oracle on Saturday
June 21 10a.m.-2p.m. Reduce medication errors and help the environment with
proper disposal!
 NAMI of Southern Arizona (National Alliance on Mental Illness) is exploring leading support groups
for families in our North Oracle corridor. They need a critical number of participants to come up this
way! Please let them know of your interest by calling 520-622-5582. “The mission of NAMI is to
improve the quality of life for those affected by mental illness, including individuals, family members and
the community by providing education, advocacy, and support that is high quality, recovery oriented,
and culturally sensitive.” www.namisa.org
 AARP Defensive Driving – Monthly classes are offered at OASIS. Call 322-5607 for a catalog for this
and other interesting learning experiences.
You are invited to attend a Family Caregiver Support group led by Pima Council on Aging (PCOA).
Next meeting is June 19 at 11a.m. at Vista de la Montana Methodist Church just north of us at 3001 E.
Miravista Lane. Call 609-1271 for more information.

Jayne Raffety

Home Communion
Mountain Shadows has recently trained a Home Communion Team. We are now able
to provide communion to the homebound upon request on the first Sunday of the
month. Please call the church office (825-7858) to make a plan for you or your loved
one to receive Home Communion.

Judi Brauns, Deacons, and Jayne Raffety, Health Ministry
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HEALTH MINISTRY: National Health Observance in May
Skin Cancer is the most common type of cancer in the United States. Ultraviolet (UV) radiation from the sun is the
main cause of skin cancer. UV damage can also cause wrinkles and blotches or spots on your skin. The good news
is that skin cancer can be prevented, and it can almost always be cured when it’s found and treated early.
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church is proud to participate in Melanoma/Skin Cancer Detection and
Prevention Month. During the month of May, join us in taking action to prevent skin cancer and reduce the risk of
UV damage.
Recommit and take these simple steps today to protect your skin:





Stay out of the sun between 10a.m. and 4p.m. …seek shade.
Use sunscreen with SPF 15 or higher.
Cover up with long sleeves, a protective hat and wear sunglasses!
Check your skin once a month for changes.

Please visit the Health Ministry display table for good information about preventing and detecting skin cancer and
melanoma. All materials are free and for you to take home to family and friends.
And, be sure to participate in “Wear your Hat (and Sunscreen!) to Church Day” on Sunday May 4 and receive a
special gift at the Health Ministry table! Jayne Raffety

Field Trip Report
And a good time was had by all! Tuesday April 8, Health Ministry leaders and friends attended
the Health Fair on the beautiful grounds of Tohono Chul Park. We enjoyed the flowers and
birds!, had a lovely lunch together, and came home with lots of good health info and freebies!
Please plan to join us when we set out again for special health events! TBA! Jayne Raffety

GATHERING
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY BUILDING MINISTRY TEAM: Hat’s On! Ladies Luncheon
The Hats On! Ladies Luncheon was held on Saturday, April 12 and once again was a HUGE SUCCESS
and lots of fun! Sandy Bailey and Joan Kinsey, committee members, organized a luncheon full of party
favors, door prizes and prizes for the many different hats made and worn by the 27 attendees. The hat
prize winners were:
 Sis Jones - Founder's Award - she started Hats On! 7 or 8 years ago
 Judy Hans - Oldest Hat - her tam-o-shanter belonged to her Dad.
 Martha Macrander - Most Unique - her hat and matching purse was made using the comic or funny paper section
of the Sunday newspaper
 Kathy Soerens - Matching Accessories - her peacock feather matched her visor
 Joan Kinsey - Most like the Party Advertisement - Joan's flowered bathing cap perfectly matched the ticket and
ORACLE notice picture
 Gay Russell - Cutest - her darling duck and bunny hat is just too cute!
 4 way tie for the Prettiest Hat - Sally Penner, Janet Dawson, Mary Anderson and Janice Ahlquist
We had a silent auction with 11 items and added to the small donation from ticket sales, the event made $315, which
will be given to the Catalina Community Services English as a Second-Language (ESL) program which meets at
MSPC on Wednesday mornings. Special thanks to the luncheon attendees and those who submitted items for the
silent auction. Shawne Cryderman
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CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY BUILDING MINISTRY TEAM: 2014 Craft Fair
On Sunday, April 6 the ramada at Mountain Shadows was transformed into a bright and
bustling location with twelve different crafters selling handmade items to benefit the General
Fund of the church budget. Items included jewelry, leather crafts, baby gifts, knitted afghans,
purses, pins, scarves, holiday decorations, quilted gifts and household accessories. Unique
wood carvings were displayed at the Viewing Table and the men sponsored a bake sale of
yummy products.
Many people worked to make the Crafts Fair a fun and successful event. The hard working Planning Committee was
composed of Shawne Cryderman, Deb Derting, Eleanor Geiger, Judy Hans, Liz Meisegeier, Fran Moran and Nan
Nasser. The beautiful products for sale were produced by Sam Burnette, Shirley Calhoun, Pastor John Cheek,
Shawne Cryderman, Deb Derting, Eleanor Geiger, Judy Hans, Linda Lazzeroni, Fran Moran, Nan Nasser, Lynn
Parker, and the Prayers and Squares members. Jo Luoma displayed her unique wood carvings at the Viewing Table.
A delicious and very profitable table was our Men’s Bake Sale, co-chaired by Dan Linegar and Tom Geiger. Many
wonderful bakers emerged from the congregation and generously donated delightful goodies which sold quickly. One
enthusiastic baker said, “I learned how to work that electric beater thing for the first time!” So many wondrous
results….
To all the helpful hands who set up tables and stored them afterwards, many thanks for your muscles. Dave Smith
and his committee had everything ready for the crafters and were very patient with last minute requests.
And to YOU the congregation, a very special “Thank you!” for your enthusiasm and support in buying the crafts.
The good news is, MSPC now has more than $1800 in the General Fund because of your purchases. To everyone,
thank you so much! Eleanor Geiger

CCBMT News
Whew!!! Lent was a very busy time for this active ministry team. We supported and participated in
the MSPC Craft Fair, then hosted the Crock Pot for Hire - Maundy Thursday Soup Supper attended by
42 congregants and friends. Special thanks to Bob Soerens, Mary Knape, Gay Russell, Barbara Gray,
Judy Hans and Judi Brauns for sharing their homemade soups. Easter fellowship was held between services and the
sweet breads and special treats were made or donated by the CCBMT members.
On April 27, the choir was "appreciated" with a special cake during fellowship as well as a "good-bye & thank you"
for Pastor John. Our team is always looking for those who would like to help with set-up/clean-up for Sunday
fellowship or for new team members to join us. Shawne Cryderman

WORSHIP AND MUSIC:
Alleluia! Christ Is Risen! We continue proclaiming the Easter Scriptures during the month of May.
As I read through scripture for the next month, I hear (in my head!) many hymns and anthems that
help proclaim the Easter messages of the early church. I have to stop myself – and say, “Charmaine,
you can’t sing 4 anthems this weekend!”
The words to most of our hymns and anthems are based on scripture. We hear the Word proclaimed and then we all
sing the Word! Did you know - each week the hymns and anthem are chosen because of their specific reference to the
scripture of the day?
Music is an important part of weekly worship. I think of it as connecting the “hearing” of Holy Word to “singing”
that same Holy Word! Sometimes the message sinks in – because we can’t get the words & melody of the song out of
our heads! Have you ever hummed the tune all week? We are actually remembering and praying that scripture! It
truly is a gift to be able to pray and sing as a community about our Risen Savior!
Choir ends for the season with the May 11 service. Hope some of you will consider joining us next fall. Rehearsals
will begin at the end of August. Watch for more information later this summer! Charmaine Piane Dame
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LEARNING
ADULT FAITH FORMATION: Living the Questions in May
Join us for continued exploration of critical questions for living as a 21st Century Christian. You don’t
have to have been in other sessions. If a topic interests you, please come. It’s worth getting out of bed for!
Cassi Fraley will facilitate the group in May and will cover the following topics:
May 4 The Heart of Jesus’ Ministry
 May 11 Create Transformation
 May 18 Embracing Mystery
 May 25 Review


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH: Sunday Fun-Days
Just a note that our Sunday Fun-Day teacher over the summer
months will be Jessica Lazzeroni. The children will enjoy
crafting and viewing Veggie Tale videos (we recently
obtained a significant number of these Christian-based videos
at a sale at Christ Presbyterian Church) and a small snack.
Our lead teacher, Linda Lazzeroni, is a chaplain at the Voyager RV Resort over the summer months as
well as a road-tripper! Jessica is finishing her freshman year at the U of A where she is on the Dean's List.
John Lazzeroni, Jr., a senior at Green Fields Country Day School, has been offered a full ROTC (Navy)
scholarship to USC in Los Angeles and by the time you are reading this, will have made his decision. As
an almost empty-nester, Linda is considering her options and is planning on seeking a position as a
caregiver for seniors in addition to her job with MSPC.

TENDING
FACILITIES: Facilities 101 - Thermostats
If it is too warm or cold in a room, simply push the down or up arrow next to the temperature
indicator. This will temporarily override the pre-programed temperature until the next
programed change. DO NOT use the “hold” button which overrides the next program
change. The “hold” button maintains the temperature selection until it is removed by selecting “run
program.” By doing this we can all help to keep our utility costs under control. Dave Smith

...a thought from Legacy Ministry

She was recently 'Belled' by Ben's Bells for her formation of the 'Piano-a-Thon' at Green Fields where she
raised $1200 in 12 hours for Dominique Landreville, the young lady who was struck by a car on Oracle
Road on November. Have a wonderful summer and, as always, thanks for giving us the opportunity to
share time with your children. Lindallazzeroni@msn.com. Linda Lazzeroni

Be a WILLing Chrisitan Leave a bequest to your church.

Patti Albaugh

Facilities 102 - Sanctuary Lights
Most of you know that lights for the sanctuary are operated by slide switches located at the
rear of the sanctuary. If you turn off the lights in the sanctuary, please be sure to slide the
switches all the way down until you hear or feel a “click.” This indicates the lights are off,
rather than on at a low voltage. Dave Smith
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FACILITIES: Facilities 103 - Room Partitions
The Education Building has three collapsible walls between Rooms 1 and 2, 2 and 3, and 3
and 4. To collapse the wall, insert the handle (stored in Room 2 in the drawer near the
sink) in the receptacle until it engages and then rotate in the “retract” direction. This
creates enough of a gap that the two sections of the wall can be separated, and each
collapsed separately into the east cutout. To erect the wall, do the reverse and rotate the
handle in the “extend” direction. Don’t pinch your fingers! Dave Smith

FINANCE: Monthly Financial Report
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent month, year-to-date
results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
March
2014

------------March
Actual

Regular Offerings
Other Income
Total Income

$

2014
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

29,449
1,292
30,741

Total Expense

$

Income less Expense

$

--------Year-to-Date
Budget
$

$

65,560
14,381
79,941

19,691

$

11,050

$

2013
Year-to-Date
Actual
$

$

67,530
10,756
78,286

$

72,050
8,042
80,092

62,907

$

70,333

$

62,806

17,034

$

7,953

$

17,286

If you have questions about the Church’s finances, please contact David Raffety, Church Treasurer at 544-7397.

VENTURING
MISSION AND OUTREACH: Gifts of Hope
“GIFTS OF HOPE” Alternative Market and Mission Fair took place on Sunday March 23. It
was a lovely day to be under the ramada. Nine of our Mission Partners came to visit and to
represent their ministries and agencies. This year, Mountain Shadows had record participation
with 43 orders and we raised an all time high of $4385.00! Interfaith Community Services ($300), Frontera de Cristo
($525), Habitat for Humanity Tucson ($470), Presbyterian Disaster Assistance ($770), Cross Street Ministries ($445),
Middle Eastern Presbyterian Fellowship ($555), Tri-Community Food Bank ($730) , and Impact of Southern Arizona
($590). Thank you for your generosity Mountain Shadows! Please remember to also pray regularly for our friends
and those they serve! Jayne Raffety

Living Waters for the World
Living Water for the World received $100 as the International Mission recipient of
MSPC’s Ash Wednesday Offering. $100 also went to the D.E.A.R. fund (Deacons) here
at Mountain Shadows. Jayne Raffety
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MISSION AND OUTREACH: Middle Eastern Presbyterian Fellowship (MEPF)
We hope you are interested in knowing that the Venturing Faith Priority of Mountain Shadows
Church has entered into a new ministry partnership with the Middle Eastern Presbyterian
Fellowship. Following the recent Gifts of Hope - An Alternative Gift Market, a number of our
folks lunched and had a time for sharing with an equal number from the fellowship.
Members of the MEPF come from Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, Iraq, Egypt, Sudan, with a
majority from Iran. This is an Arabic speaking congregation that began with Bible studies and
moved to organized worship services that include Sunday School classes plus mid-week activities. They meet at
Northminster Presbyterian Church on Fort Lowell at 11:00a.m. each Sunday.
The fellowship is a ministry of the Presbyterian Church (USA) through Presbytery de Cristo and receives
encouragement and financial support from the Presbytery, the Synod of the Southwest, the General Assembly, plus
from various congregations and individuals. In addition to worship and Christian education, the MEPF offers
community outreach, youth group activities, Bible study, and gatherings for Middle Eastern women to learn more
about cross culture merging.
MEPF members include those who had high-level jobs in their country. Many are seeking jobs here and are finding
significant hurdles in relating their education and experience backgrounds to prospective employers in the U.S.
Mountain Shadows financially supports MEPF. We have done this annually for a long time via the Mission budget,
$250.00 annually, and through the Gifts of Hope raising another $300-$400 per annual event.
For more information, look for a DVD describing the Middle Eastern Presbyterian Fellowship in our church library,
go to www.synodsw.org, or contact Dennis and Elizabeth Houle-Nelson. Jayne Raffety

Fourteen Journey to the Border on Mission Trip, March 28
On Friday, March 28th, 14 participants from Mountain Shadows left Oro Valley at 6:30a.m. for a
one day mission trip over the border to Aqua Prieta, Mexico. The seekers were Sandy and Bruce
Bailey, Linda and Dan Linegar, Eleanor and Tom Geiger, Sherry and George Gregg, Sis Jones,
Freja Cranston, Cassi Fraley, Elizabeth Houle-Nelson and Irene and Bob Camp.
The first stop was the St. John's Episcopal Church in Bisbee where we were met by Jocabed Gallegos, the Frontera
de Cristo coordinator. After coffee and pan dulce (a Mexican sweet resembling a shell), we climbed into our 15
passenger van driven by Jocabed for our first stop...the Border Patrol Station outside of Douglas. There we received
a tour of the facility, and an excellent talk followed by an in depth question and answer period.
After driving over the border we arrived at the Just Coffee Roaster facility...a new facility that houses the offices,
reception room, and roasting and shipping facility for Just Coffee. Adrian Gonzales and Daniel Cifuentes introduced
us to the history of Just Coffee, the change the cooperatives have made in the lives of the growers, and the goals of
Just Coffee for 2014. It is hoped to increase sales by 22,000lbs. this year. Our knowledge of the coffee process
increased with the ability to recognize different kinds of beans, to learn the pulp discard after roasting makes
excellent mulch, and the roasting process itself is small enough to insure each bean is roasted the same. We enjoyed
meeting employees that made our coffee shipments possible. Ample time was available for our many questions.
Lunch was enjoyed at the Lily of the Valley Presbyterian Church across the street. As promised we ate the best chili
rellanoes in the world prepared by ladies from the Douglas Prieta Trabanjan (a community garden project).
Our next stop was the Migrant Resource Center right near the border crossing. Jocabed explained how this ministry
of Frontera de Cristo began. (Ask one of the participants about that story). She also explained the many ways this
ministry meets the physical and emotional needs of the migrants, many of them just deported.
Our day ended appropriately with Biblical reflection by the fence itself.
Fourteen very tired people started the journey home, but thankful for the opportunity to share with our brothers and
sisters on each side of the border. Please ask questions of those who made this trip as I am sure they will be happy to
share. Irene Camp
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WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY
Women’s Bible Study will meet in May on Thursdays, May 1 and 8 at 2:30p.m. These meetings
will finish with Lesson 9 of our Horizons Bible Study, “God’s Abiding Presence.” The bible
passages to study are Exodus 25-31, 33:7-11, 34:11-40, 38 and Deuteronomy 30:11-20. The key
idea of this lesson is God’s faithfulness and eternal presence among the people then and still with
us today. Lesson 9 will complete our current study, but please bring ideas for what you would
like to study during the summer months and into the fall.
For any information, contact Judy Hans at 818-3285 or jhans@wbhsi.net. Judi Hans

We want to thank
everyone for all
the cards, calls,
prayers and support before and
after our daughter, Terri, passed
away. They have truly a comfort
to us.

ATTENTION WINTER VISITORS!

Sam & Mary Rabito

We wish you well and safe travels. See you in the Fall!

If you are amongst the many winter visitors that attend
Mountain Shadows, please let us know if you have
changed your summer address and let us know when you
plan on leaving and returning. That way we can keep
connected with you during your absence.

THANK YOU PASTOR JOHN
AND
WELCOME BACK
PASTOR RACHEL

Monday—Friday
7:40 a.m.—11:40
Jun_/July N_wsl_tt_r @rti]l_s
[r_ ^u_
M[y 15, 2014

E-Oracle Newsletter! Just a reminder that you can
receive your Oracle via email. Email Stacy Rogers at
office@mountainshadowschurch.org and
she will add you to the email list. You
can also view or download the Oracle at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org,
under the Resources tab. Either way,
view the Oracle in FULL COLOR and
receive it sooner!
For those who want to continue to
receive a paper copy, please pick up
your copy the 1st Sunday of the month, under the
ramada. Those not picked up will be mailed.

DON’T FORGET…you can
listen to any sermon you may have
missed by going to our website at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org.
Go to the Resource tab and under that
heading you will find Sermons Audio.
It’s a great way to stay connected to Mountain Shadows,
even if you are unable to attend Sunday worship.
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May 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

We d

Thu

4

8:30AM
Living the
Ques ons
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality

5

6

2

3

8

9

10

14

15

16

17

21

22

23

24

9:30AM
Life’s 3rd
Trimester

12

13

18

19

20

25

9:00AM
ESL

28

29

30

31

2:30PM
Women’s
Bible Study
3:45PM
Choir

9:00AM
ESL

9:30AM
Life’s 3rd
Trimester

10:00AM
Deacons

7
9:00AM
ESL

11

8:30AM
Living the
Ques ons
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality

8:30AM
Living the
Ques ons
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality

12:30PM
Membership
1:30PM
Chris an
Community
Building
Ministry

Sat

1

2:30PM
Women’s
Bible Study
3:45PM
Choir

8:30AM
Living the
Ques ons
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
Welcome Back
Pastor Rachel!

Fri

3:00PM
Session

26

27

OFFICE
CLOSED
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