RACLE

June/July 2015

MSPC Newsletter

A Living, Loving Church: Marriage and the PC (USA)
I would like to devote a significant portion of this Oracle cover to an excerpt of an article
called “A Living Church,” by Heath Rada, Moderator of the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (USA). Here’s what Moderator Rada shared: Recently an article
appeared in the Roanoke, Virginia, newspaper by author Timothy Buchanan. It was entitled “Death by Dishonor,”
and began as follows:
“The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is now dead. After a long, tedious struggle to remain faithful to the scriptures and
great Christian reformers like John Knox, the leadership of the PC(USA) denomination (the liberal branch of
Presbyterian Churches) has thrown in the towel. A PC(USA) church near you will soon be conducting the same-sex
‘marriages.’ The moral high-ground in this conflict has surrendered to Satan.”
Pastor Catherine Taylor of the Blacksburg (Virginia) Presbyterian Church submitted a response to the paper. She
said, “The piece by Timothy Buchanan … appeared at a fitting time, in Holy Week, when the Church the world over
remembers the seeming triumph of embittered religionists. Buchanan gleefully announced the death of the PC(USA)
much as priests and pundits in Jesus’ day proclaimed that he was in league with Satan, twisting his words to assure a
verdict of death.”
She went on to say that Buchanan’s death sentence was not original. “The claim was hurled at Presbyterians who
fought to abolish slavery before the Civil War, at churches who stood in favor of the ordination of women in the
middle of the last century, and at those who pressed for integration in the era of Civil Rights. Each time a formal step
was taken by the national church—always after years of study and debate—someone on the losing side declared the
church was dead. Yet here the PC(USA) stands, continuing in ministry at home and around the world.”
Had it not been for the Presbyterian Church (USA)’s deeply Christian, biblically-grounded, anti-racist, anti-sexist
convictions, I, your pastor, would never have found my way to baptism in this faithful church denomination.
Approximately one-third of the adult members of the Presbyterian Church (USA) congregation in Chicago, where I
became a Christian in the late 1980s, were lesbian and gay. They welcomed me unconditionally, nurtured me
spiritually, and celebrated Ken and me when we were married in 1989. I am proud, honored and happy to serve as a
Minister of Word and Sacrament/Teaching Elder in a denomination that has now acted to allow pastors to officiate at
the church weddings of two loving, committed adults, be they gay or straight. Ken and I rejoice that our lesbian sisters
-in-law, our gay nephew, and our dearest friends in Tucson, a committed lesbian couple, are no longer deemed second
-class humans by the constitution of our Presbyterian Church (USA). Ours is a living, loving denomination and
Mountain Shadows Church reflects these virtues.
At this ethically transformative time in our culture and church, it’s important that you know where your pastor stands
on important issues related to human sexuality. Now you know. Where do you stand? Let’s have a gracious,
informative conversation. Join Elder Pamela Schultz and me as we co-facilitate a class on Marriage and the
Presbyterian Church (USA), Thursdays, June 4 and 11, from 2:00 p.m. until 3:30. And please know, if you
disagree with the views I have shared here, I nevertheless respect you and will continue to honor, lead, and encourage
you in your Christian discipleship. I will never preach to persuade you of my opinions, but always to encourage your
own faithful, informed engagement with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Love and peace to you,

Pastor Rachel
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CARING
When speaking with Pastor Rachel about my second term as Deacon with Mountain
Shadows Church, the question that came to mind was why?
I am a rather quiet person. For me, being on a one to one basis is comfortable. I try to contact my miniparish at least once a month by phone, seeing them at church or sending a card. Through the years I have
learned to listen, sympathize and find joy in talking with persons in my mini-parish. I want to help in any
way possible. It is joy to collect food for Thanksgiving Baskets and Christmas gifts and food for needy
families. The big reward is seeing the excitement on the children's faces when they see presents and food.
Now their Christmas will be celebrated.
I have been a Presbyterian Deacon in New Jersey, Illinois and in Minnesota, beginning in 1965. The job
description has been a little different in each church. However, the thing that unites them all is that
Deacons care deeply for the spiritual and physical needs of the congregation.
Being a Deacon has helped me to listen to people outside my church community and to share my Christian
faith with them. I hope, with God’s help, it shows in what I say and how I live. Janice Ahlquist

HEALTH MINISTRY
SAVE THE DATE for a special program here at MSPC!
Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias can gradually diminish a person’s ability to
communicate, to express themselves and their emotions.

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 25TH 1:00 – 3:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary
the Alzheimer’s Association will be make a presentation on

“Communication – Best Ways to Interact
with the Person with Dementia”
This event is FREE and welcomes you, your friends, and the community.

Jayne Raffety

Is your will out-of-date? When you update it, please remember the church. ...a thought from Legacy Ministry

DEACONS CORNER

Dispose-A-Med Summer Schedule
Proper disposal helps protect our environment and also prevents clutter which can lend itself
to medication errors in the home.
Drop off your prescription drugs and over the counter medicines in their original containers in front of Target 10555 N. Oracle Road on June 5th and August 1st from 8a.m. –
12 noon. Jayne Raffety
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Healing Journeys
You or a friend are invited to join this Summer Bereavement Group
led by Casa de la Luz Hospice grief counselors
and held at Santa Catalina Roman Catholic Parish.
The group will meet on Thursday mornings 10:00 -11:30 a.m.
July 9th through August 27th
Please contact Judy Rossman with your interest at 825-9611 x 104

Jayne Raffety

Wear Your Hat to Church
Summer is in full swing! Let’s be faithful about sun protection and hyperthermia prevention!
Please remember to wear your hat, drink lots of water, cover exposed skin, and slather on the
sunscreen – REAPPLYING several times during outdoor activities!
The Health Ministry team invites you to “Wear Your Hat to Church” on Sunday July 19th.
We will serve delicious “spa water”, highlight skin cancer prevention at the Health Ministry table,
and you will also receive a COOL parting gift!

Jayne Raffety

GATHERING

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Happy Summer to everyone – friends in the desert and the cooler north!
THANK YOU to everyone who is helping to send me to the Presbyterian Association of Musicians Convention June
14 – 19 in Hunt, TX. I’m looking forward to the musical week of praying in song, learning new techniques and just
being re-energized. Conventions of this sort are like Vitamin B booster shots! Look for my update in the August/
September Oracle.
Even though it’s a quieter time of year, we continue our musical prayer in many forms. The months of June and July
have a few musical surprises. I can’t and won’t say exactly what the surprises will be, but I’ll give a couple hints. I’m
not the best at keeping the “exciting” secrets!!
Here are a few encrypted clues: Fly like a Bird to the Lord Vocalist, I’ve Been Here Before Guest Accompanist,
Father’s Day You’ll love it Vocal treat, Gabriel the Archangel blows a Beautiful Horn, The Blue Grass Independence
Weekend Celebration Group including a well known congregant, Give Me That ‘Ol Time Gospel Soloist…just to
mention a few!
If you think you know some of the answers to this riddle – please send me an email – then I will spill the beans! But
only for June & July, because August is another bubbling story according to the Bells of St Mary’s! (hehehe…this is
so much fun!)
If you sing or play an instrument and would like to help out one weekend this summer, please give me a call or email.
We could possibly work something out! 520-982-2437, bcdame@comcast.net.

Charmaine Piane Dame
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LEARNING
ADULT FAITH FORMATION - Marriage and the Presbyterian Church (USA)
We recently learned from the Office of the General Assembly that a majority of the 171
presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church (USA) have approved a change to the current
description of marriage in the PC(USA)’s Constitution.
At its meeting on Tuesday, March 17, 2015, Palisades Presbytery became the 86th presbytery
to approve an amendment to the PC(USA)’s Book of Order.
The change to the wording on marriage will take effect June 21, 2015.
“While my heart rejoices for the healing that can come to those who have been excluded, I recognize that others
believe the church has been wounded. I pray for God’s healing to prevail, for unity in God’s Spirit, for wholeness and
true shalom. I am proud to be a member of the PC(USA)!” —Ruth E. Syre, Moderator, Presbyterian Health,
Education and Welfare Association
In June of 2015, the Adult Faith Formation ministry of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church will offer a
two-session class called Marriage and the Presbyterian Church (USA). Using Scripture as well as other faith
resources, we will study, deliberate, question, and explore the topic of marriage, both in its traditional, heterosexual
form, and between same-sex couples. Prayerfully, respectfully, and guided by the Holy Spirit, we will seek God’s
wisdom on marriage, through the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.
Let’s keep in mind that we can disagree on many levels as long as we LOVE each other.
When: Thursday, June 4th and Thursday, June 11th, 2:00-3:30 p.m.
Where: Room 3 at MSPC
Facilitated by: Pastor Rachel Srubas and Adult Faith Formation Elder, Pamela Schultz
Watch for announcements in worship bulletins, as well as readings and a sign-up sheet to be made available at the
church.

Pamela Schultz

TENDING
Facilities - Resealing Parking Lot and Mountainaire Dr.
We have selected Bates Paving and Asphalt for re-sealing the parking lot and
Mountainaire. The church will not be accessible while the

parking lot is being re-sealed. Accordingly we have scheduled Friday,
June 12 to do most of this work. The parking lot and the north lane of
Mountainaire will be completed on Friday, but we cannot drive on it for 24
hours. The south lane of Mountainaire will be done on Saturday, June 13.

Dave Smith
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FINANCE
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent month,
year-to-date results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
------------April
Actual

Regular Offerings
Other Income
Total Income

$
$

24,802
374
25,176

Total Expense

$

18,809

Income less Expense

$

6,286

2015
Year-to-Date
Actual
$
$
$
$

--------Year-to-Date
Budget

103,784
5,212
108,996

$96,610
1,375
$97,985

80,096

$87,714

28,900

$10,271

2014
Year-to-Date
Actual
$
$
$

112,406
12,912
125,318
88,794
$36,524

If you have questions about the Church’s finances, please contact David Raffety, Moderator of Finance
at 544-7397.or Tom Albaugh, Treasurer at 471-8841.

PERSONNEL - A Message from Pastor Rachel Srubas, Head of Staff
Personnel Ministry Team members Rita Smith and Skip Brauns, along with the
Session of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, join me in informing you that
after nearly five years of excellent service to our congregation as Office Manager,
Stacy Rogers is moving on to a new, full-time position with Tucson Medical
Center. We give thanks to God for the professionalism, capability and caring Stacy
dedicated to her work with us, and we bid her many blessings in her new endeavors.
Stacy's letter of resignation, dated May 15, 2015, appears below. In the days after she
submitted it, the Personnel Ministry Team advertised the position, screened and
interviewed applicants, and hired Mountain Shadows’ new Office Manager, Judy Leonard. Starting
Monday, June 1, Judy will work 20 hours per week, Monday through Friday mornings, 8:00-noon.
To Pastor Rachel, the Session and Congregants of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church:
It is with a heavy heart that I submit my resignation today from my position as Office Manager. Please
consider this my 2 week notice. My last day will be Friday, May 29th.
My life is taking a new direction and after much consideration and God’s guidance, I have decided to take
a position with Tucson Medical Center working in the admitting department of Labor and Delivery. This
job opportunity will help me move forward with a career in the medical field, which is what I received
certification in from Pima and Eastern Arizona colleges.
With that being said, if you need my assistance with the transition, I will be more than willing to come
in Monday or Tuesday mornings as well as Saturday and Sunday to help out with the new hire. Last year,
I also created a detailed procedure book that is very easy to follow and should also be of great assistance.

Who will write your will? If you don’t write it, the state will, and the state won’t include a bequest for your church.
...a thought from Legacy Ministry

April
2015

It has been a privilege and an honor to work with such an amazing group of people. You have all made me
feel like family. I will truly miss each and every one of you.
Gratefully, Stacy Rogers
Pa

VENTURING
MISSION AND OUTREACH - Middle Eastern Presbyterian Fellowship
From John 10: “I am the good shepherd. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.”
John 15:12: “… Love one another as I have loved you.”
Members of the Mountain Shadows MEPF Ministry Team are continuing to form partnerships with Presbyterian and
other denominational churches in Tucson. Our objective is in 3 parts:
1. Learn and teach others the enduring witness and love of Middle Eastern Christians.
2. Work to develop mutual world-view understanding and together, overcome extremism of all kinds.
3. Pray for and support current efforts to root MEPF members in the word of God. Help establish and connect
partnering churches to extend MEPF’s ministry to move refugees from displacement to resettlement.
What Rev. Georges Bitar calls “jobbing” is a critical step in the resettlement process and English as a second language
(ESL) remains as a significant challenge for many of the fellowship folks. Stay tuned throughout the summer as the
partnership concentrates on ESL and the employment process.
Good news!! A Mission Co-Worker of the Presbyterian Church (USA) will preach at Mountain Shadows on June
14th. After worship, our guest will describe his work at a Middle Eastern seminary training young leaders seeking to
serve and make a difference in this challenging region of the world. He describes one graduate, saying “He reflected
so much of Jesus’ own joy, love for others, and wisdom in difficult circumstances.”
Refreshments will be served. Mark your calendar and plan to attend this interesting and informative program about the
global church.
Other key dates:
 August 15: Rev. Georges Bitar presentation at the Joint Presbytery meeting at Mission del Sol, Tempe
 October 11: Adult Faith Formation (AFF) “Christianity in the Middle East - Past and Present,” MSPC
 October 18: AFF “Middle Eastern Christians in the U.S. and Arizona - a Story of Displacement and
Resettlement”
 November (date and place to be determined) MEPF Benefit and Progress Report
Please join us in prayer this summer for our mission co-workers in Europe and the Middle East:
 Our June 14 speaker
 Ryan and Alethia White, Mission co-workers in Germany
 Rev. Scott Parker and Rev. Elmarie Parker (Regional liaison to Iraq, Syria and Lebanon for the
Presbyterian Church (USA)).

Dennis Nelson, MEPF Mission Connector
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Have You Bought Your Just Coffee Plus Today?
Okay, you say, convince me!! Why should I buy Just Coffee Plus? Because
space prevents me from going on and on, let me give you just three reasons.
1. The Coffee is GOOD. This high mountain, shade grown, USDA
organic, hand selected estate coffee has a remarkable flavor that is
never bitter or acidic. It smells as good as it tastes and is very
consistent because it is never blended with other types of coffee.
2. You have a direct relationship with the grower. Why shouldn’t you
know the person who grows your coffee? His name is on every bag.
The coffee is excellent and the growers are proud to put their name on
their product.
3. The coffee is Fair Trade Plus. Just Coffee is about so much more than the growers receiving a fair price for
their coffee. It is about managing all phases of the business that delivers the coffee to you, including roasting
the coffee and marketing it. It is having the chance for their adult children to work not just in the coffee fields,
but in managing this international company. It is about paying for health care for every grower and their
family. It is about re-investing profits from the company back into the community. It is about being owners of
the business, not just coffee share croppers. It is a way for the growers to stay on the land they love instead of
seeking work in the US.
We at Mountain Shadows buy this coffee, not only because it tastes good, but also because it is one answer to justice
in the region of Chiapas and Veracruz. Although the cooperatives were begun through the expertise and efforts of our
Border Ministry, Frontera de Cristo, they are now completely debt free. Expansion of this industry to include more
farmers depends on sales. Mountain Shadows is committed to selling 500 lbs in 2015. Make the 1st and 3rd
Sundays a coffee shopping must for you. Irene Camp

A Fun Coffee Fact (Believe or Not) A popular legend states that coffee was discovered
about 1,500 years ago in Ethiopia when a tired goat herder noticed how active his goats got at night
after eating coffee tree leaves and berries. It didn’t take long for the goat shepherd to discover the
miraculous effects of coffee! Irene Camp

A Letter from Mark Adams
The Rev. Mark Adams has long been considered “our missionary.” Mark has visited MSPC many
times for Mission Fairs, has preached in our pulpit, and has welcomed delegations from Mountain
Shadows on the Douglas/Agua Prieta border. Officially Mark is a Presbyterian Mission Co-worker supporting the
work of Frontera de Cristo by sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ in word and deed on both sides of the border.
His most recent letter entitled “Seeing Clearly” begins with the statement: “Have you ever prayed to be spit on?” I
urge each person reading this article to go to www.presbyterianmission.org/missionconnections/adams-mark and take
a moment to read Mark’s latest letter. Irene Camp

The Rev. Mark Adams Has A June Birthday
On June 7th, “our” missionary, The Rev. Mark Adams, will be celebrating his birthday. There will
be a card to sign on the Ramada the Sunday before, May 31st. Many snowbirds and vacationers
know Mark. Let’s give him a special Happy Birthday with a shower of cards. His address is
Frontera de Cristo, P. O. Box 1112, Douglas, AZ. 85608. Irene Camp
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Tri-Community Food Bank (TCFB)
Tri-Community Food Bank (TCFB) provides emergency food boxes to
qualifying people in Oracle, San Manuel, Mammoth and Araviapa, Pinal
County residents. TCFB also assists with utilities and rent, and provides
holiday food baskets.
This is an all-volunteer organization, with no paid employees. Currently there
are 28 volunteers, some from SaddleBrooke and possibly the Ranch. Many of
the volunteers are also clients. The food bank offers more than assistance – it
can provide a warm and friendly environment for people looking for the
opportunity to socialize, or escape the cold of a winter trailer. A modest
clothing bank is available, offering free items to those who can’t afford the low
prices on TCFB merchandise.
Last year TCFB provided emergency food boxes to 4,177 families with 11,560 people. In addition 250 families
received both Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets. The federal government has guide lines as to what may be
put into these boxes, which are only intended to last for 3 days. Our contributions help them supply many more items.
Why support this area? SaddleBrooke, and parts of Catalina, are located in Pinal County. Those county tax dollars
help support our needy neighbors. There is no major contributor to TCFB, which is supported by United Food Bank
of Mesa, United Way of Pinal County, Salvation Army along with the SaddleBrooke Community Church, Saddlebag
Notes Community Fund and SaddleBrooke Community Outreach. Of the three food banks MSPC supports, this one
has the highest need and the lowest number of contributions.
Help us help others! Joyce McClung (secretary/treasurer of TCFB) reports that items like toilet paper and Helper
Meals are much appreciated. Many clients are single senior citizens and enjoy opening a can of a ready made meal
(pasta meals come to mind).
Nan Nasser took Elizabeth Houle to visit not only the food bank, but Kids’ Closet. The latter is a primary program for
SaddleBrooke Community Outreach, and provides new clothing suitable for classroom wear to children selected by
school administrators based on need. Among the items the youngsters receive, each child may select 2 reading for fun
books.
Elizabeth suggested we invite you to also donate children’s books, for ages K- 8th grade. We will separate the
books from the food and see that they get to Kids’ Closet. These books can be hand-me-downs from grandchildren, or
new books that you find at special prices. It has been reported that the kids like the books, and the new shoes, the
most!
Let’s make a difference in the lives of our neighbors!

Dates To Remember
June 7th
FEED THE MIND AND BODY
Give children books and food to Tri Community Food Bank (see Nan Nasser’s article, above)

continued on next page
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Dates To Remember (con’t)
June 14th

June 7th & 21st

UNDIES SUNDAY

JUST COFFEE SALES

Remember do not get your
undies in a bundle
but bundle your undies

(see Irene Camp’s article, page 7)

(clean and brand new!) and donate them to

June 14th
WE are privilege to have a Missionary
co-worker of PC (USA) visit us and
preach at MSPC. After the service he
will have a power point presentation
on international Christian peach and
Justice work of PCUSA. Light
refreshments will be served. Mark
your calendar and plan to attend this
informative presentation.

HOME COMMUNION
We are now able to provide
communion to the homebound
upon request on the first Sunday
of the month. Please call the
church office (825-7858) to make a plan for you
or your loved one to receive Home Communion.

Monday—Friday
8:00 a.m. - Noon

Cross Street Ministry for the homeless
(Please bring both men’s and women’s underwear.)

SUNDAY July 5th at

MSPC: INTERFAITH
COMMUNITY SERVICES

FOOD COLLECTION
Elizabeth Houle

E-Oracle Newsletter! You can receive your Oracle via
email. Email our new Office Manager, Judy Leonard, at
office@mountainshadowschurch.org and
she will add you to the email list. You
can also view or download the Oracle at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org,
under the Resources tab. Either way,
view the Oracle in FULL COLOR and
receive it sooner!
For those who want to continue to
receive a paper copy, please pick up
your copy the 1st Sunday of the month, under the
ramada. Those not picked up will be mailed.

DON’T FORGET…you can

@ugust/S_pt_m\_r
MSPC Or[]l_ N_wsl_tt_r
@rti]l_s [r_ ^u_

July 15, 2015

listen to any sermon you may have
missed by going to our website at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org.
Go to the Resource tab and under that
heading you will find Sermons Audio.
It’s a great way to stay connected to Mountain Shadows,
even if you are unable to attend Sunday worship.
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June 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

We d

2

Thu

3

Welcome, MSPC
Oﬃce Manager,
Judy Leonard!

7

10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
JUST COFFEE
SALES
Tri‐Community
Food Bank

10:00AM

14

Worship with Pastor
Rachel & Mission Co‐
Worker from Egypt
11:00 Hospitality, Just
Coﬀee, Sales, Undies
Sunday Dona ons
11:30 Presenta on on
Church in Egypt

21

8

15

Pastor Rachel
Srubas on vaca‐
on June 15
through July 2. For
pastoral care
during this me,
call 520‐825‐7858.
A church leader
will assist you.

22

9

16

10

17

10:00AM
Worship,
Rev. Elizabeth
Lyman, preach‐
ing
11:00AM
Hospitality

2:00PM
Marriage
and the
Presbyterian
Church (USA)
6:30PM
Men’s Group

Sat

4

18

6

12

13

1:00‐3:30
Alzheimer’s
Group

11

2:00PM
Marriage
and the
Presbyterian
Church (USA)
6:30PM
Men’s Group

5

CHURCH
CLOSED
(DUE TO
PAVING
PROJECT)

CHURCH
CLOSED
(DUE TO
PAVING
PROJECT)

19

20

26

27

6:30PM
Men’s Group

23

24

10:00AM
Worship,
Rev. Bob Reese,
preaching
11:00AM
Hospitality

28

Fri

25
6:30PM
Men’s Group

29

30

MSPC Oﬃce Man‐
ager Judy Leonard
can be emailed at
oﬃce@mountains
hadowschurch.org
or called at 520‐
825‐7858.

MSPC OFFICE
HOURS,
Star ng June 1:
Mon –Fri ,
8 am to noon

If you need pasto‐
ral care June 15‐
July 2 (Pastor
Rachel’s vaca on),
call 520‐825‐7858.
You’ll be referred
to an ordained
church leader.

Happy
Father’s Day,
June 21!
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July 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

We d

Thu

Fri

1

2

10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality

5

12

7

8

4

9

10

11

16

17

18

24

25

6:30PM
Men’s Group

13

14

15

6:30PM
Men’s Group

19

10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
JUST COFFEE
SALES
Wear Your Hat
Sunday

26
10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality

6

3
OFFICE
CLOSED FOR
4TH OF JULY

6:30PM
Men’s Group

10:00AM
Worship
11:00AM
Hospitality
JUST COFFEE
SALES

Sat

20

21

22

23
6:30PM
Men’s Group

27

28

29

30

31

6:30PM
Men’s Group
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