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Ruling Elders Needed: Is God Calling You to Serve?
Mountain Shadows, we are a Presbyterian church. The word Presbyterian is derived from the Greek word,
presbuteros, meaning elder. Second only to our identity and calling as followers of Jesus is our identity as a
church governed and pastored by elders.
Ruling Elders are active church members called by God, and elected, ordained and installed by the congregation to
serve on a council called the Session. The Session meets, prays, reports on the work of ministry teams, converses,
seeks to discern God’s purposes, and decides on matters of import to the whole congregation. The leadership of
Elders is absolutely essential to the Presbyterian way of following Jesus and serving God.
There are legitimate and important reasons why some Mountain Shadows members cannot and do not serve as
Ruling Elders. I respect those reasons. And I encourage those who can serve as Ruling Elders, to prayerfully
consider doing so. If you feel called to serve, please talk with me. I will aid you in your discernment and may
then put you in touch with our Nominating Committee. They seeks potential Ruling Elders who are:







Active congregation members who regularly attend worship
Mature, prayerful Christians committed to discerning God's will
Feeling called to serve God through church leadership
Able to dedicate 15-20 hours per month to volunteer ministry
Humble, confident, collaborative, good-humored team players
Communicators--in person, in public, via email, & word processing

Blessings in Christ,

Rachel Srubas

Advent and Christmas Worship
at Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church
1st Sunday of Advent, November 29, 10:00 a.m.: Hope in Christ
2nd Sunday of Advent, December 6, 10:00 a.m.: Peace on Earth
3rd Sunday of Advent, December 13, 10:00 a.m.: Joy: a Celebration of Seasonal Music
4th Sunday of Advent, December 20, 10:00 a.m.: Love and Light
Christmas Eve, December 24, 5:00 p.m.: God is with Us! Carols, Candlelight, and Special Music.
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CARING
DEACONS CORNER

Linda Linegar

Janice Ahlquist
Mary Ann Butler
Connie Wortman

Dennis Nelson

Ann Wright

Judi Brauns

George Gregg

KNOW YOUR DEACON
by Mary Ann Butler

Who is your deacon? Church members and friends who regularly attend worship are assigned to the mini-parish
looked after by one of the caring deacons pictured above. Your deacon is charged with contacting you, offering
care and prayer, and referring you to Pastor Rachel when needed. Unsure who your deacon is?







Match the deacon name on notes you may have received to a deacon picture in this article;
Before and after worship, look for deacon name badges--white with red lettering and a distinctive red heart;
Ask any deacon to find the name or identity of your deacon
If you donʼt have a deacon but want one see or call co-moderator Judi Brauns or Mary Ann Butler
Initiate contact with your deacon when you need prayer and care
Be comfortable in the knowledge that your deacon assignment may change in the near future. Each year one or
more deacons’ 3-year term of service expires and new ones are brought in. That means you might have the
opportunity to know another dedicated deacon serving to help communicate Godʼs love. February 1, 2016
marks the next change, and you will be contacted by a new deacon should it be your turn.

Above all, know that Mountain Shadowsʼ deacons are dedicated volunteers who are pledged to caring and serving.
Godʼs work is carried out in many ways, and this service is but one.

HEALTH MINISTRY
“A Culture of Action”
On November 8th our new AED ( automated external defibrillator), given by the Davis
Anderson family, located in Room 5, was dedicated.
AZ Good Samaritan laws are in place, so that anyone can
offer assistance and participate in our “Culture of Action.”
We respond to the best of our abilities in an emergency. Remember, doing something is better than doing nothing at
all!
Congregants may be called upon to phone 9-1-1, assist a first
responder, continue CPR compressions, retrieve the AED
unit, direct arriving EMS teams, or even activate the new
AED unit which gives verbal prompts and directions. More
information about our AED is in the church office.
Jayne Raffety, MSPC Health Ministry moderator, is also
available to answer any questions. If you or a family member do not wish to be resuscitated or defibrillated, cont…

please be sure to wear a visible DNR (Do Not Resuscitate) alert bracelet and carry an official orange State of
Arizona Prehospital Medical Directive form that is
filled out completely.

UPCOMING DISPOSE-A-MED EVENT:
December 5th 10-2PM in front of Target, 10555 N. Oracle
Rd. Bring your unused medications, in their original containers, for disposal in a way that protects the environment!

How important is a will? Does it bless your
family? Does it bless your church?
...a thought from Legacy Ministry
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GATHERING

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Christian Community Membership Team
MSPC’s
Annual Progressive Dinner and
Dessert and Carol SingUpdate!
The annual Christmas Progressive Dinner will be held
Dec. 13, with appetizers beginning at 4:00 pm, dinner at
5:30pm and carol sing at MSPC beginning at 7:15pm.
Karen and Sherwin Koopmans will host appetizer South,
Rita and Dave Smith will host appetizer North. The entrée
will be Vegetable Chicken and Rice, provided by the hosts.
You will be asked to bring an appetizer OR a green salad OR
rolls. Cost is $5.00 per person. The money will be collected
by the meal hosts. The Christian Community Ministry Team
will coordinate the event and contact participants by letter.

Shawne Cryderman, CCMT Moderator
Table of Friends
The 2016 Table of Friends (TOF) program will take place again this year.
Good things happen when we gather together - around a table, around a fire pit,
sitting around in a circle and at any location. Groups of 6-8 (singles are most welcome; couples will be in the same group, unless you want to
be split up) will gather monthly (Jan. - April) - doing whatever your group chooses to do!
The sign-up for the winter Table of Friends will take place at
church on Dec. 13, 20, 27 and Jan. 3.

Thank you for attending our recent Usher Meeting.
We still need ushers to serve on a regular schedule. If you
are unable to serve on a team, please consider being in a pool
of Usher substitutes. Substitutes fill in whenever a regular
team member is unable to serve.
If you are will to serve on a team or be a substitute, please
contact Dave Donovan @ 818-2322.
A new Liturgical year and Advent
are upon us! December 13th the
Mountain Shadows Choir and Bell
Choir will present two beautiful anthems.
The choir will sing a lively arrangement of the Magnificat
from Luke 1:39-55, “The Canticle of the Turning”! The anthem will be accompanied by flute, violin, piano and a hand
drum. The Hand Bell Choir is also working on “O, the Deep,
Deep Love of Jesus”. Beethoven’s haunting “Moonlight Sonata” rings throughout the piece – quietly below the melody
of this old hymn. We can’t wait to share the beautiful music
with all of you.
Don’t forget about our Christmas Eve, December 24th service.
A festive evening of prayer, scripture and music is planned.
We are fortunate to once again welcome local harpist, Carolyn Ancell. There are a few musical surprises that I can’t or
won’t “blab” about until closer to Christmas Eve. A hint –
special members of the congregation will lend us their melodious talents!

Group assignments will be made the first week of January
and you will receive a letter in the mail sharing all the pertinent information. Should you have any questions, please
contact Rita Smith, Karen Kuehlwein, or Helen Wiens.

If you have an interest in “ringing” with the Hand Bell Choir
in the New Year, please call or email me (520-982-2437 or
bcdame@comcast.net) Rehearsals will resume in January on
Tuesdays from 2:00 – 3:00 pm in Rm 2.

Christmas Eve Fellowship
Refreshments

AND please, music lovers, you are always welcome to join
the choir. We practice every Thursday from 3:45 to 5 pm in
the sanctuary.

Plan to join us for hot cider and cookies on the Ramada after
Christmas Eve worship. All are welcome!

The Christian Community Ministry Team

CharmainePiane Dame
Page 3

L E A R N I N G/Adult Faith Formation
A Special Supplement to Support Your Spirituality
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION - Cont’d
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION - Cont’d

continued
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION - Cont’d
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION - Cont’d
Calling All Women!
MSPC’S First Women’s Retreat!!
WHEN: April 19th to April 21, 2016
WHERE: Redemptorist Renewal Center, 7101 West Picture Rocks Rd., Tucson
THEME: Mary and Martha in a New Light
COST: $225.00 per participant includes 2 nights’ double occupancy lodging; 6 meals, and all retreat activities.
LEADER: Barbara Gray
Barbara Gray is an experienced retreat leader who holds a degree in psychology as well as certificates in spiritual formation
and centering prayer leadership. She is a published author and spiritual director, and is an affiliate member of Mountain
Shadows Presbyterian Church.
A sign-up sheet will be available at church in January, 2016. The retreat participant number is limited. So this is information for you to pray about and think about. Please look at your calendars and be ready to sign up when the time comes. Limited need-based scholarships may be available. For an extra charge, limited single-occupancy rooms (for special health needs)
may be available. Sorry, children cannot be accommodated.
See Pamela Schultz to learn more.

TENDING
FINANCE
Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent months, year-to-date results, the year
-to-date budget, and the prior year year-to-date results. If you have questions about the Church’s finances, please
contact David Raffety, Moderator of Finance at 544-7397 or Tom Albaugh, Treasurer at 471-8841.
Monthly Financial Report - Operating Budget
October

-------------

2015

Regular Offerings

2015

2014

---------

October

Year-to-Date

Year-to-Date

Year-to-Date

Actual

Actual

Budget

Actual

$

Other Income

13,852

$

127

190,550

$

5,818

193,465

$

6,253

184,377
21,367

Total Income

$

13,979

$

196,368

$

199,718

$

205,744

Total Expense

$

18,570

$

210,003

$

209,079

$

208,187

Income less Expense

$

(4,591)

$

(13,635)

$

(9,361)

$

(2,443)
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GIVING

VENTURING

STEWARDSHIP

MISSION AND OUTREACH

Update on 2016 Stewardship Campaign
“They are to do good, to be rich in
good works, generous and ready to
share, thus storing up for themselves
the treasure of a good foundation for
the future, so that they can take hold
of the life that really is life.”
– 1 Timothy 6: 18-19
Dear Members and Friends:
Kick-off Sunday for our “Live Free” congregational stewardship emphasis is just few weeks away. We hope you have
been faithful in prayer and meditation in preparation for our
time of exploring together how we can “take hold of the life
that really is life.”
In early January you will receive a letter from Pastor,Rachel
introducing the “Live Free” campaign and requesting support from all. A narrative budget will be enclosed with this
letter. We hope it will serve as a helpful resource for you in
understanding how our congregation can use the resources
with which we have been entrusted to live out the mission
and ministries to which we are called.
Starting on Wednesday Jan. 6th and weekly through Jan. 27th
you will receive an email (if we have your email address)
with an advance copy of the weekly insert plus a link allowing you to down load a weekly ”Live Free” video (1.5 minute video for each week’s insert).
Remember to mark two Sundays on your calendar:


Sunday, January 10th, the Kick-Off Sunday for our “Live
Free” Stewardship emphasis;



Sunday, February 7th, our Celebration Sunday, when we
present and celebrate our personal giving commitments
for the ministry and mission we share as members and
friends of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church.

Watch for more information as our journey into faithful discipleship continues.
In Christian fellowship,

Dick Lozier

We all know the saying It Takes A Village and that is so
true about Venturing Mission and Outreach. Along with
the Mission Connectors there are a lot of other people
working to support these MSPC missions. Our Mission
Connectors and you are very important to MSPC to successfully support our communities. A big thanks to you
all for your roles and help.
Some of the missions that we support are:
ICS, TRI- COMMUNITY AND IMPACT
We continue to collect food on the first Sunday of each
month. The collected food is distribution to one of the
three food banks on a rotating basis. Thanks to Keith
Verbeck who picks up the food from the church and delivers it to the designated food bank for that month.
Cross Street Ministries- Mission Connector is Helen
Wiens: On the fourth Sunday of the month we collect
socks and underwear for the ministry. Helen delivers the
collection to Southside Presbyterian for the ministery and
also volunteers to serve meals to the homeless.
Just Coffee - Mission Connector is Irene Camp: Just
Coffee is sold on the first and third Sunday of the month.
Our goal is to sell 500 pounds of coffee per year. Irene
also is moderator of Frontera de Cristo and keeps us
informed with our mission partner news.
Interfaith Community Service - Mission Connector is
Marsha Kwolek. Marsha attends ICS meetings and
keeps our congregation informed on the happenings of
ICS.
Middle Eastern Presbyterian Fellowship - Mission
Connector is Dennis Nelson: Dennis also serves on the
MEPF Administrative Commission. The most recent
event, The Middle Eastern Festival, was November 21 at
St. Andrews Presbyterian Church. Thanks to all who participated and continue to support this most vital ministry.
Dennis will report results from the festival soon.
Presbyterian Campus Ministry - Mission Connector is
Sally Penner- Sally organized serving the students a
meal on the MSPC campus in November (see her article.)
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MISSION AND OUTREACH - Cont’d
Thanksgiving Baskets - Mission Connector is Nan Nasser. What a great job Nan does organizing the baskets and
Keith Verbeck delivers them to Impact.
PCUSA World Mission- Mission Connector is Elizabeth
Houle: Special offerings are collected for One Great Hour
Of Sharing, Peace and Global Witness special offering and
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Fund.
A Faith in Action Sunday Feb 21st - Coordinator is Elizabeth Houle: The team leaders are:
Easter Card making- Judy Brauns
Sewing Little Dresses for Africa – Shawn Cryderman
Choir singing at nursing homes- Mike and Kathy Moyer
Impact (off site) -Jayne Raffety
Hygiene kits for Cross Street Ministries-Helen Wiens
PC World Mission– tba
Pastor Rachel will lead worship & offer pastoral care
We still need team leaders for kitchen duty, planting pots,
and a writing letters to our mission partners. Think about
which team you would like to work with and contact me
about the details.
As I said above, It Takes A Village and we have the village of MSPC to minister to our communities!

Elizabeth Houle -Mission and Outreach Moderator
TWO OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE TWICE!
Buying Just Coffee can help not ONE, but TWO
This first opportunity is directed to those who do not now
buy Just Coffee. Why not buy a pound on the 1st Sunday
sale, and then walk over to the Food Collection and give
it away. You will not only help the farmers who grow
the coffee, but you will also help a neighbor in need in
our area enjoy a superior cup of coffee.
The second opportunity is to buy a pound of Just Coffee
as a host gift. As Christmas approaches, there are many
open houses and holiday parties. Regular club events
become “Christmas Parties.” Throughout December we
will be offering special holiday bags to “clothe” your Just
Coffee for just $1.00 extra. You will be helping the Just
Coffee farmers with you purchase and you will be giving
a useful, thoughtful, unique host gift.
Hope to greet you soon at the Coffee Table to help you
purchase a pound of Just Coffee and then give twice.

Presbyterian Campus Ministry (PCM) is a community of
students learning what it means to be embraced by God, by following the way of Jesus Christ and trusting in the power of the
Holy Spirit. The group meets weekly for worship at the University of Arizona throughout the school year for fellowship and
service. Mountain Shadows supports PCM though our Mission
Team by participating in the Tuesday Night Dinner program
several times during the school year. On November 10th, members of the congregation including Freja Cranston, Carole Jordal, Elizabeth Houle- Nelson, Lynn Parker, Sally Penner and
Helen Wiens provided dinner for university students and shared
in their after dinner worship service. If you would be interested
in joining us either by providing a portion of the dinner and/or
joining in on the evening with the students, contact Sally Penner
and also watch for the sign-up sheet next February. It's very
much appreciated by a grateful group of young Christians and
it's FUN!
The Christmas Adopt A Family program is well under way!
Our congregation will provide Christmas goods and gifts for 3
families 2 in Mammoth and 1 in Oracle—all affiliated with the
Tri Community Food Bank anchored in Mammoth. There are
children in all age groups; there are adults who would be pleased
with everything from clothing to sewing items. Little boys want
pirates & trains, an infant girl needs clothes and a teen aged girl
wants hair “supplies.”.
We will try to supply 3 food baskets based on a canned ham
meal, and expect to include toiletries, cleaning items and paper
products.
The system is the same as last year. Each sign up station will
have sheets for gifts and food. Pieces of paper will be available
for you to write down your intended gift. All items must come
back to church unwrapped, but labeled for the appropriate family
member. And all items must be new; please no hand-me-downs.
Sign ups will begin the on the first Sunday of Advent (Nov 29),
and all donations must be received by Dec. 20, to be delivered to
the homes on Dec 22 or 23. Cash donations are appreciated, and
will be used to purchase items not donated. Mini parishes will
work together on the families and food. Questions/comments
may be directed to Nan Nasser (825-1245). This is a wonderful
program that has brought hope and smiles to many of our
northern neighbors who truly live in an area of chronic poverty.
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HOME COMMUNION
We are now able to provide communion to
the homebound upon request on the first
Sunday of the month. Please call the church
office (825-7858) to make a plan for you or
your loved one to receive Home Commun.
ion

Monday—Friday
8:15 am - 12:15

E-Oracle Newsletter! You can receive
your Oracle via email. Email our Office
Manager,
Judy
Leonard,
at
office@mountainshadowschurch.org and
she will add you to the email list. You can
also view or download the Oracle at
www.mountainshadowschurch.org, under
the Resources tab. Either way, view the Oracle in
FULL COLOR and receive it sooner!
For those who want to continue to receive a paper copy,
please pick up your copy the 1st Sunday of the month,
under the ramada. Those not picked up will be mailed.

DON’T FORGET…you can listen to any
The January MSPC Oracle Newsletter Articles
are due Tuesday, December 15th;
Church Office will be closed on Christmas Eve
and Christmas December 24 & 25 and new
years day, January 1, 2016.
Pastor Rachel Srubas will be away December
27 through 31. Call 825-7858 for assistance.

sermon you may have missed by going to our
website at www.mountainshadowschurch.org.
Go to the Resource tab and under that heading you will
find Sermons Audio. It’s a great way to stay connected
to Mountain Shadows, even if you are unable to attend
Sunday worship.

December 2015
Sun

6

Mon

7

2nd Sunday of Advent

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

3 - 10:30 Nom Com 4

5

9:00 ESL
2:00 Hand Bells

9:00 ESL

2:00 Women’s Bible
Study

8:15 Men’s Fellowship

8

9

10

9:00 ESL
2:00 Hand Bells

3:00 Stewardship
4:00 Finance

Bible Study
3:45 Choir

15

17

24 Christmas Eve
Office Closed
5:00 Worship

25 Office

31

Pastor Rachel
on Vacation
12/27 thru 12/31

9:00 ESL

Advent
Progressive Dinner

9:00 ESL
Oracle Deadline

16 9:00 ESL
1:00 Session/
Annual Budget

20 4th Sun.of Advent 21

22

23

13 3rd Sunday of

14

11:30 Mission TeamBrunch @ Houle’s

27 Guest Preacher
Rev. John Cheek

28

29

30

2:00 Women’s

Fri

11

12
8:15 Men’s Fellowship

18

3:45 Choir

No Choir

Sat

19
8:15 Men’s Fellowship

26

Closed
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