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We’re in This Together: Persevering in Faith  
 

Grace and peace to you, Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church family, from  

Pastor Rachel Srubas. How are you doing? How is it with your soul? If you’re 

feeling challenged, burdened, discouraged, or anxious these days, you’re certainly 

not alone. How are you coping? If you’re looking to God, to Jesus, to the power 

of the Holy Spirit, and to your church to help you persevere in faith, you’re not 

alone in that, either. We’re in this together. And the people who went before us, 

our familial and spiritual ancestors, are with us, too. We are not alone.  
 

The Letter to the Hebrews includes this word of encouragement: …Since we are surrounded by 

such a great cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside everything that impedes us and the sin that so easily 

entangles us. Let us run with perseverance the race that is laid out before us. Let us not lose sight of 

Jesus, who leads us in our faith and brings it to perfection (12: 1-2, The Inclusive Bible). 
 

Here’s the same passage as it appears in The First Nations Version: An Indigenous Translation 

of the New Testament: We are surrounded by a great cloud of truth tellers who have shown us what 

it means to trust the Great Spirit. So let us lay aside everything that weighs us down and the broken 

ways that so easily wrap around our legs to trip us up. And let us run as if we are in a long-distance 

race, setting a steady pace and heading toward the goal. This means we must keep our eyes on   

Creator Sets Free (Jesus), the trailblazer of our spiritual ways, the one who was first to reach the 

end of the trail. 
 

• What wise people of the past inspire you to press on with courage? Look to them now.  

• What impediments and broken ways trip you up? Identify and step away from them now.  

• What are the deepest, highest goals you have set for your life? Pursue these goals now.  

• What practices help you fix your gaze on Jesus and follow him? Do these practices daily. 
 

Mountain Shadows Church is here to help you persevere in faith during challenging times.  
 

On Ash Wednesday, February 18th at 4:00 pm, join us for a reflective service of worship that 

will help you set intentions for Lent, the sacred season of spiritual transformation in Christ.  
 

On all Wednesdays in Lent* at 4:00 pm in Lent (*except March 4th), join me for Prayers for 

Peace and Healing via Zoom. The Zoom link will be emailed to the congregation and will appear 

on the church website.  
 

On Wednesday, March 4th from 9:00 to 3:30 pm, join Elder Jerry Kinkade and me for a day 

retreat called Walking the Good Road: Strengthening our Faith & Community with Biblical &    

Indigenous Wisdom—at the Redemptorist Renewal Center in Tucson. Details appear on the 

next page, and you can sign up at church.. This Oracle is full of news and information to help you               

persevere in faith with kindred spirits at Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church. Please read on.  
 

Faithfully yours,  

Pastor Rachel 
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DEACONS’ BEACON  

 

 

 

C A R I N G 

 

• Deacons practice confidentiality. 

• Deacons practice kindness. 

• Deacons listen to your joys and your sorrows and pray for you. 
 

Every member and regularly attending friend of our church is part of a mini-parish and is prayed for 

regularly by one of our deacons. If you would like to reach out to your deacon for support but don’t 

know who they are, you may email Judy Leonard, Office Manager, at mspcoffice@gmail.com or 

call 520-825-7858. 

Angel Tree Wrap-Up 
We thank you for shopping for gifts and making donations to the Angel Tree project of Bridge Pris-

on Ministry, sponsored by Mountain Shadows’ Deacons.  Thanks to your generosity, we collected 

gifts for 50 children whose parents are incarcerated, with $300 additional funds for caregivers.   
 

Pete and Sandy Quinonez from Bridge Prison Ministries wrote, “[We] served 324 children this year.  

We could not have done it without you, our family from Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church.  

Thank you for helping to make this event very successful.”  
 

Judy Hans, Beverly Johnston and Suzanne Pennington joined the young people at Pusch Ridge 

Christian Academy in wrapping the many gifts collected from the community.   
 

Beverly Johnston, Suzanne Pennington and Nancy Sopwith  

served nachos at the Christmas party held for the children  

and their caregivers on December 20th 

at Unleashed Christian Church.   
 

Again, thank you for your enthusiastic support.   

Karen Koopmans,  

Deacons’ Past Co-Moderator 

Mountain Shadows Church’s   
Deacons (continuing and *new):  

 

Alida Wilkes, Eleanor Birch, *Cassi Fraley, *JJ Johnston, *Jeff Mague, Connie Wortman  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ministry of deacon as set forth in scripture is one of compassion, witness, and service,  

sharing in the healing and redeeming love of Jesus Christ. 
 

Deacons care through listening and prayer. 

Jeff Mague Connie Wortman Ellie Birch Alida Wilkes  
Moderator  

Cassi Fraley J.J. Johnston 

mailto:mspcoffice@gmail.com
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Continued 

FRIENDSHIP Ministry 

GATHERING 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 

 

 

Tables of Friends are Up and Running!  
 

Tables of Friends are a ministry of our church whose purpose is to strengthen connections 

among congregants. The Friendship Ministry Team of Mountain Shadows have formed groups that 

are beginning to have their initial gatherings. These groups will make their own arrangements to 

meet four times during January – April, with a different host/organizer each month.  
 

45 interested people were formed into five groups of 8-10 participants, taking into account          

geographic locations and partnering preferences that were expressed in the sign-up process.  

Here are some FAQs for current – and future – participants in Tables of Friends. ALL are welcome. 
 

Q: Do you need to be a member of MSPC to participate? 

A: No! Join the fun and “get to know your neighbors!” 
 

Q: Are wine and beer acceptable at these gatherings? 

A: Yes. These are private events, no (official) church business and not on church property. 
 

Q: Do we host in our homes? 

A: Only if you wish to.  
 

Q: Who provides what? 

A: As the month’s host and the group wishes. 
 

High Upon a Mountain in a Quiet Place…They were Praying, Praying, Praying! 

These are a few of the words the choir will sing on February 15th in the  

Transfiguration Sunday Anthem. Do you have a quiet place for praying? The Music 

Ministry hopes to create quiet places of praying during Lent and Holy Week. 
 

Lent will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 18th, with worship at 4:00 pm. All are welcome.                               

Many prayers during Lent will ask the Lord:  
 

Create in Me a Clean Heart, please Jesus Walk This Lonesome Valley,  

We’ve Come this Far by Faith, You Are BOTH Lamb & Shepherd, and  

My Song is Love Unknown. We wait When Peace Like a River will be Amazing us with 

Grace, and We But Trust in God to Guide Us. In Deepest Night, we find The Valley of Dry 

Bones. Finally, we will sing Hosanna to the Son of David and Ride on King Jesus! 
 

We—the Music Ministers of Mountain Shadows—look forward to praying with you Lent and Holy 

Week. We are committed to practicing a prayerful spiritual discipline.  

Love & the Peace of Christ be with us! 

Charmaine, the Choir, the Ensemble, and the Bell Choir. 
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 Worship & Music — CONTINUED  

 

Charmaine Piane Dame, Music Director  

 

Resilience is the ability to spring back into shape and to adapt well in the face of adversity, 

trauma, tragedy and stress. Joy is more than happiness but instead relying on putting our 

full trust in God. Our Identity is not found in our titles and possessions, but only in Jesus 

Christ.  Mountain Shadows’ Women’s Bible Study group invites all women to join us 

Tuesdays, February 10th & 24th and March 10th & 24th at 1:00 pm. We are studying the book 

Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identify in Jesus Christ, by Rhashell D. Hunter. We welcome 

Marilynn Collins and Dorothy G as leaders this year.  If you are interested in women’s Bible study, 

please contact Dorothy or Marilynn. Their contact information is listed in the church  directory. 

________________________________________________________________________________  

Prayers for Peace & Healing. All Men & Women are Welcome: All Wednesdays in Lent* at 

4:00 pm (*except on March 4th,, the date of the Lenten Day retreat), join Pastor Rachel Srubas for 

Prayers for Peace and Healing via Zoom. The Zoom link will be emailed and will appear on the 

church website. This series will begin on Wednesday, February 25th at 4:00 pm.    

LEARNING: Women’s Bible Study 

****************************************************** 

Choir Rehearsals: Thursdays from 2:45-4:00 pm in the Sanctuary 

Instrumental Rehearsals: Thursdays 3:45-4:30 pm in the Sanctuary or Scheduled with the 

Music Director  

Handbell Choir: To Be Announced  
 

PLEASE call, text, or send me an email. I would love to share more information about joining our 
Music Ministry! WE NEED YOU! Singers, Ringers & Instrumentalists! 520-982-2437  
bcdame@comcast.net  

Ushers Make Worshipers Welcome. Thank you!  

Recently, following an exemplary term of service as Head Usher, Mountain 

Shadows member Lynn Parker retired from that position. Thank you, Lynn, for 

all you did to recruit and organize folks who usher people into worship every            

Sunday. We appreciate you, Lynn! 
 

Welcome, Head Usher Lura White! Lura is now the person who coordinates usher captains and 

serves to ensure that people are warmly welcomed to worship and that other important details are 

handled smoothly.  
 

Winter residents are encouraged to serve as ushers! Year-round folks are equally welcome to 

usher, of course. Whether you live here all year or part of it, please let Lura White know if you are 

available to usher.  

mailto:bcdame@comcast.net
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Continued 

 

TENDING 

SESSION of MOUNTAIN SHADOWS,  
Report from Session Clerk Jeff Mague 

December 2025 & January 2026 Meetings 

From Jeff Mague, Clerk of Session: 

The activities during the December, 2025 and January 2026 regular meetings of the Session follow: 

1. We received updates to the membership per capita amounts, from which we support our denomi-

nation at the Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly levels.  For 2026, the church will send 

$44.00 for each of the 111 members on file at the end of 2024.  Please consider making a 2026 

donation of $44.00 (separate from your regular pledge) to cover per capita costs.  

2. We discussed the need for church members to lead the Christian Generosity Ministry Team.  

This does not need to be a financial person. Anyone who cares about generosity may serve.  

3. The Session accepted, with thanks and gratitude, the resignation of Judy Mague as Church Treas-

urer, effective at the end of January, 2026.  Dorothy Grimm has assumed Treasurer duties. 

4. The Session approved the congregation’s operating budget for 2026.  This was briefed to the con-

gregation at the Annual Congregation Meeting on Sunday, January 25, 2026. 

5. The Session discussed the need to replace the water pump and control panel of the fire control 

system. This project is underway, thanks to the leadership of the Facilities Ministry Team.   

6. The Session received the Home Communion report.  If you are homebound or otherwise unable 

to attend worship services on the first Sunday of each month, we are very happy to bring the 

Lord’s Supper to you. Please get in touch with your deacon, the office, or Revs. Rachel Srubas or 

Laura Munroe.  

 

 

 

The annual meeting of the Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church congregation 

took place following worship on Sunday, January 25, 2026. It was well attended, 

orderly, and reflected the warmth and good faith that are hallmarks of our congregation.             

Here are some highlights: 

• We gave thanks to God for the lives of the saints of our church who died in 2025:                                     

Julie Balogh, Boyd Bosma, Gus Nasser, Iris Pusti, Vic Saraydarian.  

• We received the annual report on the congregation’s ministries in 2025. Some paper copies 

remain available.  

• We expressed sincere appreciation to ministry leaders who completed terms of service: 

Deacons Karen Koopmans and Jeff Mague; Elders Clair Brooks, Paul Putler, Dan Engeljohn, 

and Therese Griffin; Hospitality Team Moderator Ginny Durand; Treasurer Judy Mague.  

2026 Annual Meeting Highlights  
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FACILITIES 

SHEPHERDING 

Membership Inquiry Coffee! Sunday, March 15   11:30am. Room #3 
 

Have you wondered about becoming a member of the Mountain Shadows Presby-

terian Church congregation?  Meet with Reverend Rachel Srubas and the Shep-

herding Ministry Team to learn more about our worshiping community and the                 

different types of membership options.  No pressure, no obligation. Just grab a cof-

fee, tea or water and a cookie and join us for an informational chat.  We’d love to see you there! 
 

Karen Thomas, Shepherding Moderator 

The Facilities Team is Getting Ready! 
 

The facilities team is getting ready for a new year with many planned projects.  We will be starting a 

new pest control service, continue to work on our landscaping improvements, and resurface the 

parking lot.  We have to replace the fire sprinkler pump, which is another major unexpected repair.  

As we were decorating for Christmas, we thoroughly cleaned and sealed the storage building be-

cause it was rodent infested. We are looking forward to the Spring season with additional flowers 

around the facility. 
 

We are grateful for Therese Griffin’s six years of dedicated leadership as Elder and Moderator of Fa-

cilities.  We truly appreciate her dedication and shepherding of the Facilities’ activities. If you have 

any suggestions or needs, please contact me, Chris Maitin, or any of the Facility Ministry Team 

members:  Chris Maitin (Elder/Moderator), Ron Anderson, Karl Kuehlwein, Hooker Lowe,                

Susan Ruffini, and Paul Butler.   

• We elected church members to guide, govern, pray, and care for the congregation: Deacons 

Cassi Fraley, Jeff Mague, and JJ Johnston; Elders Clair Brooks, Paul Butler, and Karen Thomas.  

• We dissolved the 2025 Nominating Committee, with thanks for their good work:                                       

Deb Brandt, Susan Harden, Jeff Mague, Connie Wortman. 

• We elected two congregation members to serve on the 2026 Nominating Committee:                                 

Deb Brandt and Jeff Mague. 

• We voted to approve the presented 2026 Pastor’s Terms of Call. 

• We received a summary of the 2026 Church Operating Budget from our new Church Treas-

urer, Dorothy Grimm. Thank you, Dorothy, for stepping into this role. We will pray for and sup-

port you! 

• After no business came before the Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church corporation, 

we adjourned with grateful prayer for God’s goodness and guidance. Minutes of the 2026 

Annual Meeting will be included in the 2026 Annual Report and presented for approval at the 

2027 Annual Meeting following worship on Sunday, January 31st of that year.  

2026 Annual Meeting Highlights, Continued 
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Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent month, year-to-

date results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year-to-date results. Please contact Church 

Treasurer Judy Mague if you have any questions.  

VENTURING 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

MISSION & OUTREACH  

Judy Mague,Treasurer  

Musings From the Mission Ministry Team 
 

Mission Statement:  The Mission Ministry Team exists to encourage, educate, and assist the mem-

bers of the Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church (MSPC) congregation to carry out discipleship 

with Christ and in Christ, and in loving our neighbors as ourselves. The Ministry Team attempts to 

balance our local, regional, and global mission efforts, keeping in mind the priorities of Presbytery 

de Cristo, the Synod of the Southwest, and PC(USA). We continually strive to meet the needs of 

others in a spirit of love and respect that honors the dignity of all people. 

Mission Ministry Team:  Paul Butler, Dan Engeljohn, Eleanor Geiger, Dorothy Grimm, Susan 
Harden, Kathy Moyer, Suzanne Pennington –moderator, Suzie Phelps, Jeff States, Karen States 
 

Interfaith Community Services (ICS) LOTSA PASTA DRIVE 
 

Pasta is a heart-warming meal for young and old, so February is the perfect month for this special 

food donation event. Interfaith Community Services’ food banks hope to receive donations totalling 

at least 1000 packages of pasta and 1000 cans or plastic jars of sauce (no glass jars, please). Dur-

ing the month of  February you may bring your LOTSA PASTA donations to Mountain Shadows’  

Mission table in the church narthex. Watch our “Pasta Pile” grow!      Continued...      
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 MISSION & OUTREACH -  ICS LOTSA PASTA -  Cont’d 

 

Another way to support the LOTSA PASTA drive is to shop on Amazon’s Lotsa Pasta Wishlist and 

have your order delivered directly to ICS. Go to icstucson.org/lotsapasta/ and scroll down to: 

“SHOP & DELIVER WITH AMAZON.”  Use the link provided there to reach the Lotsa Pasta 

Wishlist. You can easily add items into your cart. Then select the Front Office Coordinator Address 

to have your donation mailed directly to ICS.  

NOTE: The jars of sauce available online are PLASTIC, so they are fine for ICS needs  
 

 

 

Interfaith Community Services (ICS) EMPTY BOWLS EVENT 

This  major fundraiser for Interfaith Community Services fights hunger and brings hope to people in 

need. Visit icstucson.org to see all that ICS does!  The Empty Bowls event will take place on             

Saturday. March 7th at Tucson’s Chinese Cultural Center, 1288 W. River Road. Tickets are sold 

only online at  https://icstucson.org/emptybowls/  $40 (until sold-out). After your purchase, an 

email will be sent to your phone with a QR code to scan for admission, which begins at 12:00 noon.  
 

What happens at this great event: 

• Select a bowl from 1 of the 100’s donated by local ceramic artists 

• Place bids at the Silent Auction. There’ll be 100’s of wonderful, donated items 

• Buy raffle tickets and place them by desired items with hopes to win that item! 

• Enjoy delicious soups, breads & desserts prepared by local restaurants 

• Visit with friends (new & old)–gathered around the many tables out on a huge, covered patio 

NOTE: BYO water bottle – can be refilled there.  Wear sunscreen 

SMILE – knowing that you’re helping your Tucson sisters & brothers in need! 

Thanks for your support, Kathy Moyer, Mountain Shadows’ liaison, Interfaith Community Services 

 
 

 

Since at least 2022, during the month of April, Mountain Shadows Presby-

terian Church has been the sole supplier of animal and fish based protein 

for families in need living in the Catalina area.  During the month of April, 

IMPACT of Southern Arizona distributes 500 grocery bags filled with our 

donated protein plus seven other USDA-required food items.  Mountain 

Shadows needs to deliver the donated protein to IMPACT before March 31.  Please consider bringing 12

-oz cans of animal and fish based protein to church any time through the end of March.  The donated 

cans will be counted to ensure that we collect at least 500 12-oz units.  Note that, through the generous 

people of Mountain Shadows, we delivered 570 cans in 2022, 502 cans in 2023, 511 cans in 2024, and 

604 cans in 2025.  Contact Dan Engeljohn if you have any questions.   

 

 

IMPACT Protein Partner Bags  

https://icstucson.org/lotsapasta/
https://icstucson.org/
https://icstucson.org/emptybowls/
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COMMUNICATIONS 
 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

While our Facilities Team 

addresses unexpected 

maintenance issues, we must 

maintain temporarily limited 

church office hours:   

Mondays, 9:00 to 1:00  

Thursdays, 1:00 to 5:00  
 
Email and phone messages are checked 
and answered every weekday. Normal 
office hours will resume as soon as            
facilities issues have been resolved. 
Thank you for your patience.  

 

The next publication of the     

Oracle will be for April/May, 

2026. Submissions for the   

April/May Oracle  are due 

Monday, Mar. 16th. Email 

your submissions to mspcofice@gmail.com.   

Please limit your articles to 300 words or fewer.  

Mountain Shadows’ Website is Continually Updated! mountainshadowschurch.org 

When you open our website www.mountainshadowschurch.org), you will see our greeting. The      

picture includes a montage of all the sanctuary glass. On the website, you can find current and historical 

information related to our church life. Note that each week, both the “Weekly Update” found on the 

opening page and the “News and Events” page are updated. As new information becomes available, oth-

er sites are updated. If you have suggested edits to the website, let Dan Engeljohn know.   

http://www.mountainshadowschurch.org/
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2:45 

Choir Rehearsal 

 

10:00 
In-person/Zoom 
Worship 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

4:00 
Prayers via 
Zoom 

1:00 Women’s 
Bible Study 

6:00— 
OV Jazz  
Rehearsal  

1:00  Session 

Ash  
Wednesday 

1:30 Legacy 
 

2:45  

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00  

Mission Mtg 
 

 

10:00                  
Communion 
Zoom Worship 

6:00— 
OV Jazz  
Rehearsal  

6:00— 
OV Jazz  
Rehearsal  

10:00 
In-person/
Zoom Worship 

10:00 
In-person/
Zoom Worship 
 

10:00  

Finance Mtg 
 

2:45 

Choir Rehearsal 

1:00  

Shepherding 

Mtg 
 

2:45 

Choir Rehearsal 

6:00— 
OV Jazz  
Rehearsal  

11:00 

Deacon Mtg 

1:00 Women’s 
Bible Study 

February 2026 

4:00  
Ash Wednesday 
Worship 

 

2:45 

Choir Rehearsal 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

  

2:45 

Choir Rehearsal 

1:00 Women’s 
Bible Study 

6:00— 
OV Jazz  
Rehearsal  

1:00 
Session 
 
4:00  
Prayers—
Zoom 

9:00 –3:30 

Walking the 

Good  Road—

Retreat 

10:00 Finance/
Generosity 
 

 

2:45 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00  

Mission Mtg 

Deacon’s  
Sunday 
 

10:00                  
Communion 
Zoom Worship 

 

6:00— 
OV Jazz  
Rehearsal  

6:00— 
OV Jazz  
Rehearsal  

10:00 
In-person/
Zoom Worship 
 
Welcome  New 
Members 

10:00 
In-person/
Zoom Worship 
 

11:00 Member-
ship Inquirers 
Coffee Gather-
ing 

Holy Week 
Palm Sunday 
 

10:00 
In-person/
Zoom Worship 

10:00 
In-person/
Zoom Worship 

6:00— 
OV Jazz  
Rehearsal  

 

6:00— 
OV Jazz  
Rehearsal  

1:30 Legacy 
 

2:45    

Choir Rehearsal 

1:00 Women’s 
Bible Study 

11:00 

Deacon Mtg 

March 2026 

4:00  
Prayers—
Zoom 

4:00  
Prayers—
Zoom 

2:45 

Choir Rehearsal 



 

 Page 13 

 

Office Hours: 
Mornings 
Monday - Friday 
Rev. Rachel M. Srubas, Pastor 
(520) 664-6970 
Charmaine Piane Dame, Director of Music 
Judy Leonard,  Office Manager 
(520) 825-7858 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday Worship Services 

10:00a.m. 

Fellowship and Refreshments 

11:15a.m. 

Mission Statement 

Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA), is a Christ-centered fellowship, called to 

live a disciples of Jesus Christ as we care for our community and our world. 

We strive to share the good news of the Gospel with each other and the surrounding communities, and to interact with love and grace 

with all of God’s creation. 

3201 E. Mountainaire Dr. 

Tucson, AZ  85739 
Phone:  520-825-7858 
FAX:  520-825-7860 
Email:  Mountain Shadowsoffice@gmail.com 

Website:  www.mountainshadowschurch.org 

 MOUNTAIN SHADOWS Newsletter 

RACLE 


