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April/May 2026 

 

 

 

Holy Week,  & Pentecost  
at Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church 

 

Greetings from Pastor Rachel! Holy Week begins at the end of March this year, so it’s important to 

begin this April/May 2026 issue of The Oracle, the newsletter of Mountain Shadows Presbyterian 

Church, with news of… . Palm/Passion Sunday, March 29 at 10:00: Worship will begin with a 

joyful procession into the church sanctuary as we celebrate Jesus' entry into Jerusalem. Our handbell 

ensemble will enhance worship with their music. We'll also welcome those who have recently be-

come members of Mountain Shadows Church! They include:  

Active Members Kim Knapp, Debby Riederer, Jody Snodgrass, David Snodgrass, and Suzanne 

Toms; and Affiliate Members (who maintain a primary membership at their home church) Peg     

Asmus, Randy Asmus, Bobbi Moore, and Roy Moore. It’s a joy to include all of these faithful 

Christians in the membership of Mountain Shadows. Let’s welcome them warmly.   

: 

Maundy Thursday, April 2 at 4:00 pm. Please join us for a special afternoon worship service  

commemorating Jesus' final Passover meal with his disciples. We'll share the Lord's Supper with 

Lebanese flatbread and gluten-free pita lovingly baked by members of our Worship & Music Team.  

Easter Sunday, April 5 at 10:00 am. Our jubilant worship service will celebrate the greatest reality 

of our faith. God, who raised Jesus from the grave, overcomes all death-dealing powers. New life 

and hope are promised to usin Christ’s resurrection. Join us as we sing, hear marvelous music, and 

share the sacrament of Holy Communion with our risen Lord. On Easter, we will also take up One 

Great Hour of Sharing, the special offering of the Presbyterian Church (USA) that supports 

denominational ministries addressing needs caused by disaster, hunger, poverty, climate 

change, immigration/migration, and refugee realities. 

Easter is a 50 day-long season that leads to Pentecost. On Pentecost, Sunday, May 24, Chris-

tians celebrate the Holy Spirit’s inspiration of Christ’s church. We’ll recount the fiery, multilingual 

story from the Book of Acts and wear red to worship (we’ll also deck out the church sanctuary in 

red) to symbolize the Spirit’s power. On Pentecost Sunday, May 24, Mountain Shadows will take 

up a special offering to support the Borderlands Young Adult Volunteers (YAVs), whose bi-

national ministries of community service are a long-valued part of Presbytery de Cristo and Moun-

tain Shadows’ life. Our YAV offering on Pentecost will be a beautiful way for our congregation to 

tangibly cheer on young adults who are developing their faith and communicating God’s love to 

neighbors both in Mexico and the U.S.  

In all seasons, God is good. Please read through this issue of The Oracle to discover God’s goodness 

at work among us. Yours in the crucified and risen Christ,  

Pastor Rachel Srubas 
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DEACONS’ BEACON  

C A R I N G 

 

• Deacons practice confidentiality, demonstrate kindness, listen to your joys and your sorrows, and 
pray for you. 

• Every member and regularly attending friend of our church is part of a mini-parish and is prayed 
for regularly by one of our deacons. If you would like to reach out to your deacon for support but 
don’t know who your deacon is, you may email Judy Leonard, Office Manager, at   

 mspcoffice@gmail.com or call 520-825-7858. 

Mountain Shadows Church’s Deacons  
 

Alida Wilkes, Eleanor Birch, *Cassi Fraley, *JJ Johnston, *Jeff Mague, Connie Wortman  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ministry of deacon as set forth in scripture is one of compassion, witness, and service,  

sharing in the healing and redeeming love of Jesus Christ. 
 

Jeff Mague Connie Wortman Ellie Birch Alida Wilkes  
Moderator  

Cassi Fraley J.J. Johnston 

Holy Week is upon us, and the Resurrection Story becomes 

our Story of Freedom! Are we prepared? 
 

Palm/Passion Sunday, Arise and Sing Behold the King. The 

Handbell Choir will ring us into the sanctuary from the patio and join the choir on their anthem! 

The bells will also play a haunting arrangement of Were You There? 
 

A few days later, Maundy Thursday, as we are Gathered in the Upper Room we pray: “Christ of 

the bread and the cup, of now and eternity, we turn to you, solemn and quiet. Help us to hear your 

fateful words anew: this is my body broken so that the grip of greed and despair may be broken and 

a new dawn may begin.” (Taken from prayers for Maundy Thursday.) 
 

On the third day, Easter Sunday, we sing praises to the Risen Lord in the Canticle for Easter. Two 

Classical masters (Haydn and Mozart) are masterfully fused together in timeless melodies and the 

foundational hymn, Christ is Risen, Alleluia. Hearts to heaven and voices raise! Organist David 

Mancini will play glorious organ pieces for the Prelude, Offertory and Postlude. 
 

The Second Sunday after Easter: Are you one of those doubting Thomases? Though Not Seeing 

You, we still love you and we believe! Easter three, will you recognize Him on the Road to Em-

maus? Easter four, God our Good Shepherd gives us shelter and safety. Easter five, Jesus is the  

GATHERING 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 

mailto:mspcoffice@gmail.com
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Way the Truth and the Light so Join in the Dance! Easter six, 

how many Reasons do we Bless the Lord? 10,000! Easter seven, 

The Canticle of the Sun - the heavens are telling the Glory of God! And all creation is shouting for 

joy! Pentecost, We are a pilgrim people, we are the church of God, we are – One Spirit, One 

Church. 
 

The choir, instrumentalists, soloists and guest musicians will help us celebrate and pray through the 

Eastertide. That is the musical plan for the months of April & May.  

****************************************************** 

Choir Rehearsals: THURSDAYS from 2:45-4 pm sharp in the Sanctuary! 

Instrumental Rehearsals: Scheduled w/Music Director & Thursdays 3:45-4:30  

Handbell Choir: Scheduled w/Music Director 
 

PLEASE call, text, or send me an email. I would love to share more information about joining our 

Music Ministry! WE NEED YOU! Singers, Ringers & Instrumentalists! 520-982-2437  

bcdame@comcast.net 

Charmaine Piane Dame, Music Director 

Worship & Music -  Cont’d 

 

Oro Valley Jazz Band presents From Havana to Harlem: 
A Celebration of American Jazz: April 20, 7:00 pm  All Are Welcome! 

 

 

The Oro Valley Jazz Band will play a free public concert at Mountain Shadows 

Church on Monday, April 20, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. As in past years, the Oro Valley 

Jazz Band will provide a "Tip Jar" at the concert. Mountain Shadows’ Session 

recently approved 75% of the proceeds collected will be distributed to Mountain 

Shadows to support its Music Ministry, while the band will retain 25% to cover 

their expenses. 
 

Jazz has always been a music of movement, rhythm, and exchange, and this program celebrates the 

meeting of Latin influence and American swing. Drawing from Afro-Cuban traditions, the Great 

American Songbook, and the golden age of big band arranging, the concert travels from percussion-

driven grooves to timeless ballads and exuberant swing. Come enjoy an evening of music per-

formed by your friends and neighbors! 
 

The Oro Valley Jazz Band is a full-sized big band made up of accomplished musicians from across 

the Tucson area, with a focus on the northwest side of town. Dedicated to preserving and advancing 

the big band tradition, the ensemble performs music spanning the swing era of the 1930s and 

’40s—celebrating legends like Duke Ellington and Count Basie—while also embracing contempo-

rary jazz composers and modern sounds. Our mission is simple and joyful: bringing swing to the 

Old Pueblo. 
 

We look forward to sharing a Celebration of American Jazz with the MSPC, the home of the Oro 

Valley Jazz Band! 
 

Blessings to you and Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, 
 

J.J.Johnston,Trombonist, Elder & Deacon 

mailto:bcdame@comcast.net
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TENDING 
SESSION of MOUNTAIN SHADOWS,  
Report from Session Clerk Jeff Mague 

LEARNING AND FAITH FORMATION 

February and March 2026 Session Meetings 

A Summary of the Session’s activities in January and February 2026: 

1. We welcomed Elder Karen Thomas as a transferred member from her prior church in New York.  

She was also welcomed into the Session, as she continues her moderator role for the Shepherd-

ing Ministry.  We also appointed new member Debby Riederer as the moderator of the Hospital-

ity Ministry, and celebrated Clair Brooks and Paul Butler as they accepted a 2nd term serving on 

the Session. 

2. Session members participate in continuing education throughout their service on the church’s 

council. This educational opportunity included information on becoming spiritual encouragers, 

mandated reporter training, and a review of our updated Session Handbook.  

3. Each year in February, the Session approves about 20 various motions that are required by the 

denomination, the Presbytery de Cristo, or our own governance documents, including electing 

our corporate officers. 

4. Welcomed six people to comprise the 2026 Board of Deacons, including new Deacons Cassi 

Fraley and JJ Johnston. All the Deacons are pictured on page 2of this newsletter. Continued... 

Reflections on “Walking The Good Road:  

Strengthening Our Faith and Community with Biblical and Indigenous Wisdom” 
 

A big "shout out" to Mountain Shadows’ congregants for a successful, enjoyable and spiritually up-

lifting Retreat on March 4th at the Redemptorist Renewal Center in Tucson. The event was part of 

the ministry of Learning and Faith Formation. It was very well attended, filling the seats of our con-

ference room. For those who were unable to attend, we missed you and will plan another event in 

coming months. 
 

The Retreat was titled, Walking The Good Road: Strengthening Our Faith and Community with Bib-

lical and Indigenous Wisdom.  Co-leaders, Rev. Rachel Srubas and Dr. Jerry Kinkade, both present-

ed on spiritual experiences that transformed their lives and how God relates to us personally, even 

when "the church " may not. 
 

The recently published First Nation's Version of the New Testament provided our scriptural refer-

ence from 1st Corinthians Ch.13. It is a refreshing and inclusive perspective on Jesus', "the chosen 

one’s" teachings and what it means to follow him (the Good Road). 
 

Our small group/story sharing experience was enlightening and affirming and strengthened our bond 

with fellow members "Walking the Good Road" together.  
 

Jerry Kindade, Elder and Moderator of Learning and Faith Formation 
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FACILITIES 

 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN FACILITIES? 
 

There was a lot of activity in the Facilities area at the beginning of this year.  Unexpectedly, the   

motor for the pump that provides emergency water to the sprinklers in case of fire has burned out.  A 

new pump is on order and expected to arrive mid-April.  In the interim, numerous members of the 

congregation have provided Fire Watch service to allow us to continue to use the church facilities.  

Thanks to all who have donated their time. 

A landscaping service was brought in to cut back brush and trim bushes and weeds around the prop-

erty.  This included cleaning areas around the pump house and solar panels. 

The parking lot will be resealed and striped in March. There will be a slight change to the parking 

area striping with no change in the total number of slots. However, there will be 3 more spots acces-

sible for people with disabilities and there will be space between the curbs and the parking spots so 

individuals do not have to exit vehicles onto the curb. 

Thanks to Bill Grimm, the wireless network will be upgraded from Century Link to Starlink, which 

will provide significantly better service while reducing our monthly expenses. 

If you have any suggestions or needs, please contact Chris Maitin, or any of the Facility team mem-

bers:  Ron Anderson, Karl Kuehlwein, Hooker Lowe, Susan Ruffini, Kim Knapp, Therese Griffin 

and Paul Butler.  Chris Maitin, Elder & Facilities Moderator 

THANK YOU: From Therese Griffin 
 

My dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, my 6-year term as an Elder has come to an end. 

That doesn’t mean you’ll stop seeing me. Chris has said, “Yes,” to be the Elder over fa-

cilities. You’ll see me weaving in and out as a Facility and WAVE volunteer (Worship 

Audio-Visual Experts, or, Welcoming All through Virtual Engagement). Six years ago, when I said 

yes, we were in the midst of thoughts of a new building. We were ready to move forward but 

COVID joined our society.  We were creative, embracing WAVE for Zoom. We switched plans to 

upgrade our Sanctuary instead. Wise decision. I want to thank all the volunteers and cheerleaders. 

You walked with me during some tough times, including packrats and budget limitations. Despite 

challenges, we accomplished a lot! We redesigned our parking lot to improve accessible parking, 

painted all three buildings and the doors to match liturgical colors, worked on groundskeeping with 

Old Pueblo Community Services (which, through a special grant, provides jobs for people who are 

unhoused) installed a Presbyterian flag on Oracle Road, and added a hitching rail for new members’ 

horses. We have faithful volunteers and received lots of appreciation from church members.  

Therese Griffin, Elder and Former Facilities Moderator 

5. We  appointed elders Madeline Bosma and Dan Engeljohn 

to serve as commissioners to the Presbytery de Cristo. 

6. We approved replacing our very outdated and unreliable internet service with new technology, 

with plans for replacing the phone lines (and saving money in the process). We also approved re-

pairs of the fire suppression system and to reseal the church parking lot. 

SESSION of MOUNTAIN SHADOWS - cont’d 
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Continued 

CHRISTIAN GENEROSITY 

GIVING 

Below is a financial summary of the Operating Budget showing the most recent month, year-to-date 

results, the year-to-date budget, and the prior year-to-date results. Please contact Church Treasur-

er Dorothy Grimm if you have any questions.  

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

 

 
 

What’s New With Special Offerings of the  

Presbyterian Church (USA)? 
 

The 226th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) approved a new “menu” of  Special 

Offerings, which took effect January 1, 2026. Please note the new Special Offerings’ names and de-

scriptions, particularly if you give to them online via the Presbyterian Foundation. This information 

is also available at mountainshadowschurch.org. Mountain Shadows’ online Giving link has been 

updated to reflect these changes. Other options have not changed. 

1. One Great Hour of Sharing — Offering season Feb. 18–April 5, 2026 

• It’s traditionally received on Palm Sunday or on Easter (that’s when Mountain Shadows 

takes up the offering) but it can be received anytime during the Lenten season. 

• One Great Hour of Sharing supports people affected by: disaster, hunger, poverty, climate 

change, immigration, migration and refugee realities.  

2. World Communion Offering — Offering season Sept. 6–Oct. 4, 2026 

• The World Communion Offering is traditionally received on World Communion Sunday 

(the first Sunday in October, which is when we take it up) but can be received anytime 

during A Season of Preparation. 

https://pcusa.org/giving/special-offerings
https://pcusa.org/giving/special-offerings
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 Christian Generosity- cont’d 

VENTURING 

Continued 

 

MISSION & OUTREACH  

Musings From the Mission Ministry Team 

Mission Statement:  The Mission Ministry Team exists to encourage, educate, and assist the mem-

bers of the Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church (MSPC) congregation to carry out discipleship 

with Christ and in Christ, and in loving our neighbors as ourselves. The Ministry Team attempts to 

balance our local, regional, and global mission efforts, keeping in mind the priorities of Presbytery 

de Cristo, the Synod of the Southwest, and PC(USA). We continually strive to meet the needs of 

others in a spirit of love and respect that honors the dignity of all people. 

Mission Ministry Team:  Paul Butler, Dan Engeljohn, Eleanor Geiger, Dorothy Grimm, Susan 

Harden, Kathy Moyer, Suzanne Pennington –moderator, Suzie Phelps, Jeff States, Karen States 

• The World Communion Offering supports ministries to foster racial justice, gender jus-

tice, peacemaking, global witness, ecumenical and interfaith relations. 

• As part of the World Communion Offering, a grant program is being created that allows 

any council of the PC(USA) — session, presbytery or synod — to apply for funds to sup-

port their own efforts to do ministry around these cause areas. 

• In 2026, the former Peace & Global Witness Offering will become the World Commun-

ion Offering. A new grant-making program will support local and regional ministries. We 

will be able to apply for a grant for our own ministries that align with the causes support-

ed through this new Offering. 

3. Christmas Joy Offering — Offering season Nov. 29–Dec. 19, 2026 

• Traditionally received on the fourth Sunday of Advent (that’s when we receive it) or 

Christmas Eve, this offering can be received anytime during the Advent season. 

• The Christmas Joy Offering supports children-at-risk, youth and young adults, leadership 

development for people of color, Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping 

communities of color, and servants of the Church facing needs and being helped through 

the Assistance Program of the Presbyterian Church (USA) Board of Pensions. 

• The former Pentecost Offering of the Presbyterian Church (USA), has been discontinued. 

However, Presbyterian ministries focused on children-at-risk, youth, and young adults 

will now be part of the Christmas Joy Offering. On Pentecost Sunday, May 24, Moun-

tain Shadows will receive a special offering to support Borderlands Young Adult Vol-

unteers (see page one of this newsletter).  
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MISSION & OUTREACH -  Cont’d 

 

More Gifts!! 

On your behalf, Mountain Shadows’ Mission Team will disburse $500 of our budgeted emergency 

funds to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. This will help that agency serve those affected by the re-

cent devastating storms in our country and by wars around the world. 

From your extra mission-designated donations, $250 has purchased cans of tuna and chicken for the 

IMPACT Protein Partner food drive. Mountain Shadows is committed to donating 500 cans of pro-

tein in April. The increased need for food assistance in our community prompted the Mission Team 

to exceed the 500 can goal. Thank you for your generosity in helping to make this happen! 

Thanks to a generous bequest, the new Flo’s House of Faith for women will open soon! And 

thanks to a generous gift to Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, we have donated $800 to 

have one of the rooms in Flo’s House tiled, painted, and installed with baseboards. We look for-

ward to an invitation to the Open House soon! 
 

Excerpt from a note to Suzanne Pennington from Sandy Quinonez of Bridge Prison Ministry 

“Good morning Suzanne, the gift from Mountain Shadows blessed us tremendously. We were able 

to paint the room, put tile and add the French doors. This will be the intake room. It’s for the new 

releases/ladies that are coming to the Flo house. It’s where the ladies will fill out their paperwork 

and watch an orientation video. Also, the parole/probation officers will be able to meet with their 

parolee in private. The officers are going to love this setup.” 
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We have once again spread “Lotsa Love” to the Tucson community by generous giving to the ICS 

“Lotsa Pasta” event!   

Our total donation = 147 cans/jars of sauce and 309 pounds of pasta products! 

Thank you to all who helped build the Tower of Pasta at church & some who ordered on the ICS 

Amazon wishlist for direct delivery to ICS.   That’s a lot of warm, tasty meals for folks in need! 

 

                  LOTSA LOVE 

Outdoor Donation Bin  

The Mission Ministry Team has placed a donation bin under the 

ramada, next to the church office door.  This bin was made nec-

essary due to multiple instances of anonymous donations of 

both food and clothing being left unprotected in bags on the 

ground by the office door.  Javelinas are known to be on the 

church campus.  The Mission Ministry Team wants to ensure 

that donated items are distributed to people (and not javelina) in 

need.  Thank you.   

A Week in the Borderlands: May 1 through 6 

In 2025, enormous changes were made to the Presbyterian Church (USA)’s 

World Mission program. As a result, our friends and regional mission co-

workers Miriam Maldonado and Rev. Mark Adams no longer receive de-

nominational funding for their crucial work in the US-Mexico borderlands. 

So, along with other congregations, Mountain Shadows became a Direct 

Mission Support Church for their continued ministries. Presbytery de Cris-

to (to which we belong) and the Presbytery of Grand Canyon will commis-

sion Miriam and Mark as mission co-workers on Saturday, May 2. Congregations including ours are 

invited to send two people for an educational, spiritually enriching “Week in the Borderlands,” May 

1-6, 2026, in Agua Prieta, Mexico. See the poster on the bulletin board near the church library 

(under the ramada) for information. If you are interested in spending “a week in the borderlands,” 

please contact Suzanne Pennington before April 5. 

MISSION & OUTREACH -  Cont’d 
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COMMUNICATIONS 
 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

While our Facilities Team  

addresses unexpected mainte-

nance issues, we must main-

tain temporarily limited 

  church office hours:   

Mondays, 9:00 to 1:00  

Thursdays, 1:00 to 5:00  
 

Email and phone messages are checked 
and answered every weekday. Normal 
office hours will resume as soon as            
facilities issues have been resolved. 
Thank you for your patience.  

 

 

The next publication of the     

Oracle will be for June/July 

2026. Submissions for the   

June/July Oracle  are due Fri-

day, May 15th. Email your 

submissions to mspcofice@gmail.com.   

Please limit your articles to 300 words or fewer.  

Mountain Shadows’ Website is Continually Updated! mountainshadowschurch.org 

When you open our website www.mountainshadowschurch.org), you will see our greeting. The      

picture includes a montage of all the sanctuary glass. On the website, you can find current and historical 

information related to our church life. Note that each week, both the “Weekly Update” found on the 

opening page and the “News and Events” page are updated. As new information becomes available, oth-

er sites are updated. If you have suggested edits to the website, let Dan Engeljohn know.   

http://www.mountainshadowschurch.org/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

Office Closed 

1:00  

PMT Meeting 
 

2:45 

Choir Rehearsal 

 

10:00 
In-person/Zoom 
Worship 

6:00— 
OV Jazz  
Rehearsal  

Worship  
4:00 pm 

 
10:00 Adult 
Faith  
Formation 
mtg 
 
1:00  Session 

11:00  

Mission Mtg 

10:00                  
Communion 
Zoom Worship 

  
 
 
6:00— 
OV Jazz  
Rehearsal  

5:00— 
OV Jazz Band 
Concert 

10:00 
In-person/
Zoom Worship 

10:00 
In-person/
Zoom Worship 
 

10:00  

Finance Mtg 

1:00 

Shepherding 

1:30 

Facilities Mtg 

2:45 

Choir Rehearsal 

6:00— 
OV Jazz  
Rehearsal  

11:00 

Deacon Mtg 

 

2:45 

Choir Rehearsal 

April 2026 

Easter Sunday 
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May 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

2:45 

Choir Rehearsal 

6:00— 
OV Jazz  
Rehearsal  

1:00 
Session 

 

 

2:45 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00  

Mission Mtg 

10:00                  
Communion 
Zoom Worship 

 

6:00— 
OV Jazz  
Rehearsal  

6:00— 
OV Jazz  
Rehearsal  

Pentecost 
 

10:00 
In-person/
Zoom Worship 

10:00 
In-person/
Zoom Worship 

 

10:00 
In-person/
Zoom Worship 

10:00 
In-person/
Zoom Worship 

 

6:00— 
OV Jazz  
Rehearsal  

 

2:45    

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Deacon Mtg 

2:45 

Choir Rehearsal 

On Pentecost, Sunday, May 24, Christians celebrate the Holy Spirit’s 

inspiration of Christ’s church. We’ll recount the fiery, multilingual 

story from the Book of Acts and wear red to worship! Mountain 

Shadows will take up a special offering to support the Border-

lands Young Adult Volunteers (YAVs) on Pentecost.  
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Office Hours: 
Mornings 
Monday - Friday 
Rev. Rachel M. Srubas, Pastor 
(520) 664-6970 
Charmaine Piane Dame, Director of Music 
Judy Leonard,  Office Manager 
(520) 825-7858 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday Worship Services 

10:00a.m. 

Fellowship and Refreshments 

11:15a.m. 

Mission Statement 

Mountain Shadows Presbyterian Church, a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA), is a Christ-centered fellowship, called to 

live a disciples of Jesus Christ as we care for our community and our world. 

We strive to share the good news of the Gospel with each other and the surrounding communities, and to interact with love and grace 

with all of God’s creation. 

3201 E. Mountainaire Dr. 

Tucson, AZ  85739 
Phone:  520-825-7858 
FAX:  520-825-7860 
Email:  Mountain Shadowsoffice@gmail.com 

Website:  www.mountainshadowschurch.org 

 MOUNTAIN SHADOWS Newsletter 

RACLE 




