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Greetings from Pastor Rachel Srubas. A great team of people pitched in to handle the unexpected 

(and inconvenient!) electrical power outage that led us to cancel worship on Sunday, June 28th. 

Many thanks to all the Facilities Team members, Deacons, Hospitality Team members, musicians, 

ushers, and others who helped us adapt to unforeseen circumstances. The power’s back on now.  
 

Pastoral Study Leave. I’ll be taking three Sundays away for a pastoral study leave up in the moun-

tains. I intend to spend it reading and writing alongside my favorite traveling and study companion, 

Ken McAllister. We will stay in Breckenridge, Colorado. We just might attend worship with the 

people of Theresa and Pete Ashton’s former church there! I hope to be refreshed in body, mind, and 

spirit, so I can come back with new energy and insights for my ministry with you.  
 

July Worship Leadership. On Sunday, July 5th the Rev. Mark Adams, our Presbytery’s mission 

co-worker with Frontera de Cristo in the US-Mexico Borderlands, will preach and celebrate Com-

munion. Mountain Shadows is a longtime supporter of Mark, his spouse and colleague Miriam, and 

Frontera de Cristo. Mission Team member and Session Elder Susan Harden will co-lead worship 

with Mark Adams. On Sunday, July 12th, Mountain Shadows’ own Chaplain Deb Brandt will 

preach for you. Deb is the author of a new book, A Compassionate Guide for Planning a Funeral. 

Copies of the book can be purchased directly from Deb, via Venmo or Zelle, following worship on 

July 12th. Stevie Cupo will co-lead worship on July 12th and a special guest may turn up! On the fol-

lowing Sunday, July 19th, Deb will co-lead worship with Rev. John Cheek, a good friend of this 

congregation, who works with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and serves on the Board of Renewal 

Centers, faith-based counseling centers in Tucson (where Deb Brandt also serves as a coach). On 

Sunday, July 26th, I’ll be back with you. We’ll experience the worship service we would have had 

on June 28th. I’ve already composed my sermon!  
 

Spiritual Care Coverage. During my study leave, Chaplain Deb Brandt will provide compassion-

ate, faithful listening and support for congregants facing challenges that call for care and prayer. 

Deb’s phone number is 317-603-4112 and her email address is deborah@watershedmomentscoach-

ing.com. Or Church Office Manager Judy Leonard can be called at 520-825-7858, Monday through 

Thursday, 9:00 to 1:00 (after hours, a voice message can be recorded). Judy may connect callers 

with the appropriate church leader. If you’re a Deacon or Elder available to be called as needed, 

please let Judy know your availability. Thank you! 
 

Please note, in observance of July 4th, the office will be closed on Monday, July 6th .   
 

Blessings on each of you. I’ll see you later in July. Stay hydrated and cool! Pastor Rachel  


