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Knocking Out Hunger, One Jar of Peanut Butter at a Time 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday, July 12, 2026 
 

Threefold Chime and Prelude    For the Beauty of the Earth  
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle and Opening Prayer 
 

Welcome, Announcements, Introductions 
 

A Guest Appearance 
 

Introit Open My Eyes 
 

Call to Worship (responsive, based on Isaiah 55:10-11) 
 

When rain comes down from the heavens and waters the earth, 

it causes grain to grow, producing seed for the farmer and bread for the hungry. 

So it is with the word of God, who sends it out to produce fruit. 

The word will accomplish all that God intends. 

The mountains and hills will burst into song, 

and the trees of the field will clap their hands! 

Worshiping God, we will live in joy and peace. Amen.  
 

*Hymn # 308 O God in Whom All Life Begins 
 

Call to Confession 
 

To know God is to know mercy, justice, and love.  

To know God is to also know ourselves. Let us offer our prayer of confession,  

confident that out of God’s great mercy, we will be forgiven and made new. 

 



Prayer of Confession (unison) 
 

Gracious God, your care and providence extend to all. 

We come to you this day with prayers  

for ourselves, for all people, and for the earth. 

We have not always welcomed your Spirit  

or the teachings of Christ to guide our lives.  

When we resist your nurturance,  

or refuse to grow as we are able, forgive us, we pray. 

Open us to receive your grace and be made new. 

(Please pause to offer a silent prayer.) 

Let your word of life take root and bear fruit within us. 

Wherever people have put self-interest above the common good, 

let your good will would be done.  

May all who call on your name flourish as you intend. 

Cultivate wisdom and stamina within us in your name,  

our Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer-God. Amen. 

(Quiet prayer and reflection)  
 

Sung Response      TUNE: 471, HEAR MY PRAYER 
 

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. 

When I call, answer me. 

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. 

Come and listen to me.  Sung Response        

Words of Assurance (responsive, based on Romans 8) 
 

There is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus.  

God’s life-giving Spirit has freed us from destructive powers. 

The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in us! Alleluia! 
 

*Song of Praise       TUNE: 611, HYMN TO JOY 
 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of Love! 

Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above! 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the dark of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 



*The Passing of Christ’s Peace (contactless)    
 

May the peace of Christ be with you!   

And also with you! 

Let us turn to each other, put our hands together prayerfully,  

and say, The peace of Christ be with you. 
 

Gospel Reading  Matthew 13:1-9 and 18-23 
 

Response   The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
 

Sermon    
 

*Hymn # 714            God of the Fertile Fields 
 

Offering Invitation  
 

Christ has been generous with us, freely giving his love and life. 

Let us be generous too, giving a part of the gifts we have received 

to support the growth of God’s just and peaceable kin-dom on earth.  

We may place offerings in the plate, or give them securely online 

at mountainshadowschurch.org. Thank you and thanks be to God.  
 

Offertory  Seed, Scattered and Sewn  
 

*Doxology         Tune: 607 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise Christ, all creatures here below. 

Praise Holy Spirit ever more.  

One God, triune, whom we adore! Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication  
 

Gracious God, thank you for the gifts we are able to give  

and for the gifts we receive, which sustain and strengthen us.  

May your word take root in our hearts and bear fruit in our lives,  

through acts of compassion, courage, creativity, and good humor.  

May all that we give, and all that we are, glorify you in Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 



Joys, Concerns, the People’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (hymnal, page 35)                                                
 

*Hymn # 15  All Creatures of Our God and King, verses 1-3    
  

*Charge and Benediction 
 

*Postlude       All Creatures of Our God and King (reprise) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Spread the Love! 
Help us build the Peanut Butter Tower of Power in July! 

 

Donate plastic jars of peanut butter in the 
church narthex. Families served by 
Interfaith Community Services will benefit 
and Peanut Butter Man will thank you!   
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#308 (continued) -- Page 2 of 2 
 



 

 

#714 -- “God of the Fertile Fields” -- Page 1 of 2 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#714 (continued) -- Page 2 of 2 
 



 

 

#15 -- “All Creatures of Our God and King” -- Page 1 of 2 
 



 

 

 

#15 (continued) -- Page 2 of 2 
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