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Centered in Christ, Caring for Community 
August 2, 2026 

Celebrating Holy Communion 
 

 
 

Threefold Chime and Prelude Amazing Grace 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle and Opening Prayer 
 

Welcome, Announcements, Introductions 
 

Introit When the Poor Ones 
 

Call to Worship (responsive, based on Isaiah 55:1-5) 
 

Is anyone thirsty? Come and drink—even if you have no money! 

Come, take your choice of wine or milk—it’s all free! 

Why spend your money on food that does not give you strength? 

Listen to the Lord, and you will eat what is good. You will enjoy the finest food. 

We come to be nourished by God’s Spirit and Word. 

We gather to commune with Christ, 

who gives his life to be our food and drink, 

our hope, our happiness, our help. Amen. 
 

*Hymn  # 515  I Come With Joy 
 

Call to Confession (based on Psalm 145:8-9) 
 

The Lord is righteous in everything and is filled with kindness. 

The Lord is close to all who call on God in truth. 

Confident of this, let us pray. 

 

 



Prayer of Confession (unison, inspired by Psalm 17:1-6) 
 

O LORD, hear our plea for justice. 

Listen to our cries for help. 

Pay attention to our honest prayers. 

They come from our hearts. 

Bend down and listen as we pray. 

We know you will answer, O God. 

(Please pause to offer a silent prayer.) 

You have tested our thoughts and examined our hearts. 

We are determined not to break faith with you, 

but to follow your word and wisdom. 

Keep us from ways we should not go. 

May our steps stay on your path, 

and may we never wander away from you. 

Amen. 

(Quiet prayer and reflection)  
 

Sung Response      TUNE: 471, HEAR MY PRAYER 
 

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. 

When I call, answer me. 

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. 

Come and listen to me.   
 

Words of Assurance (responsive, based on Psalm 145:17-18) 
 

The Lord is merciful, compassionate, 

slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. 

The Lord is good to everyone,  

and showers compassion on all creation. Alleluia!   
 

*Song of Praise       TUNE: 611, HYMN TO JOY 
 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of Love! 

Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above! 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the dark of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 



 

*The Passing of Christ Peace (contactless) 
 

May the peace of Christ be with you!   

And also with you!  

Let us turn to each other, put our hands together prayerfully, and say,  

The peace of Christ be with you. 
 

Gospel Reading  Matthew 14:13-21    
 

Response   The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 

Sermon   Compassionate Companions 
 

Invitation to Christ’s Table 
 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you!  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up to the Lord! 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to sing our thanks and praise! 
 

*Communion Hymn # 507            Come to the Table of Grace, verses 1-3 
 

Responsive Communion Prayer, The Lord’s Prayer, and The Lord’s Supper 
 

As we prepare to come to your table of grace, O God,  

we pray for people who are hungry, unhoused, ill, or outcast.  

Let us not be complacent. Stir our compassion and our action. 

Where we are anxious over matters we cannot control, we ask for peace.  

Where we are plagued by the same problems we see in others, we ask for 

healing. For those among us who mourn, we pray for your comfort, O God. 

Jesus Christ is our comfort and our companion.  

By your Spirit, in the bread we break and the cup we share, let us commune with 

Christ, who taught us to pray: Our Father… (page 35, Glory to God hymnal). 
 

 

 



 

Words of Institution and the Sharing of the Bread of Life and Cup of Salvation  
 

Offering Invitation  
 

God has provided all we need—nourishment for body, soul, and community.  

Gratefully, we may place offerings in the plate or give securely online at 

mountainshadowschurch.org. Thank you and thanks be to God.  
 

Offertory   I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say  
 

*Doxology       Tune: 607 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Christ, all people here below. 

Praise Holy Spirit ever more. One God, triune, whom we adore!  Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
 

Giving God, thank you for welcoming us to eat and drink with Jesus. 

Grateful for your gifts to the world, we gladly dedicate these offerings to you.  

Let our lives signify that you are the Source of every blessing. Amen.  
 

*Hymn # 765        May the God of Hope Go with Us 
 

*Charge and Benediction 
 

* Postlude       
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#515 – “I Come with Joy” -- Page 1 of 2 
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#507 -- “Come to the Table of Grace” -- Page 1 of 1 
 



 

 

#765 -- “May the God of Hope Go with Us” -- Page 1 of 2 
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